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COPAYMENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PREVENTIVE VACCINES FOR 
ENROLLED VETERANS 

 
1.  PURPOSE: This Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Notice advises all staff regarding 
copayment responsibilities for preventive vaccines for enrolled Veterans.  This Notice applies 
only to those vaccines given in a “standalone” clinic or given during an outpatient visit solely 
consisting of the immunization, and not as a component of another clinical interaction. 
 
2.  BACKGROUND 
 
 a.   The Medical Benefits Package contained in Title 38 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 17.38 provides for 
preventive care, which includes immunizations against infectious disease (see 38 CFR 
17.38(a)(2)(v)).   
 
 b.  The copayment regulation contained in 38 CFR 17.108, states that when the sole purpose 
of the visit is to provide preventive screening and/or immunization(s) (i.e. no other service is 
provided during the course of the visit), the visit does not have an associated copayment (see 38 
CFR 17.108(e)(11)).   
 
3.  BILLING PROCEDURES  
 
 a.  Normally a preventive vaccine is not dispensed as an outpatient prescription; however, if 
the vaccine is provided as an outpatient prescription and filled at the Pharmacy or Consolidated 
Mail Outpatient Pharmacy (CMOP), then the prescription for the vaccine(s) is subject to 
copayment requirements under the copayment regulation in 38 CFR 17.110.  
 
 b.  Preventive vaccines provided in a “standalone” clinical setting established solely for the 
purpose of administering vaccinations, have no associated copayment requirement.  The vaccine 
must be the only service provided in this clinic to the Veteran during that visit. Additionally, 
vaccinations administered during an outpatient visit, solely consisting of the immunization, and 
not as a component of another clinical interaction, have no associated copayment.  Decision 
Support System (DSS) identifier 710 is to be used to record the encounter, for the standalone 
clinic or the vaccination only outpatient visit.  The type of vaccine administered needs to be 
identified by the Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) code.  If the Veteran receives the 
vaccine in a clinical setting along with other services, the encounter needs to be recorded in a 
clinic with the appropriate DSS identifier for the services provided.  The copayment is based on 
the billable type assigned to the DSS identifier for the other services received.   
 
4.  LIST OF PREVENTIVE VACCINES FOR ADULTS  NOTE:  The doses, recommended ages, and 
recommended populations vary; the following list includes vaccination with the individual vaccine component(s) 
(e.g., tetanus-diphtheria) or combination (tetanus-diptheria-pertussis), if applicable. 
 
 a.  Haemophilus B Vaccine. 
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 b.  Hepatitis A Vaccine. 
 
 c.  Hepatitis B Vaccine. 
 
 d.  Human Papillomavirus Vaccine. 
 
 e.  Influenza Vaccine. 
 
 f.  Japanese Encephalitis Vaccine. 
 
 g.  Measles, Mumps, and Rubella Vaccine. 
 
 h.  Meningococcal Vaccine. 
 
 i.  Pneumococcal Vaccine. 
 
 j.  Poliovirus Vaccine. 
 
 k.  Rabies Vaccine. 
 
 l.  Tetanus, Diphtheria, and Pertussis Vaccine. 
 
 m.  Typhoid Vaccine. 
 
 n.  Varicella Vaccine. 
 
 o.  Yellow Fever Vaccine.  
 
 p.  Zoster Vaccine. 
 
5.  RESPONSIBLE OFFICE:  The Chief Business Office (10NB) is responsible for the content in this VHA 
Notice.  Questions may be addressed to 202-461-1589.   
 
6.  RESCISSION:  None.  This VHA Notice Expires September 30, 2013. 
 
 
 
 Robert A. Petzel, M.D. 

Under Secretary for Health 
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