
Sponsored by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Employee 
Education System; the VA 
Maryland Health Care System, 
Perry Point Division (VAMHCS); 
and the Chesapeake Health 
Education Program, Inc. (CHEP)   

Presented by Menta l I l lness 
Research , Educat ion , & 
C l in i ca l Centers (MIRECCs) 
f rom VISNs 3, 4 , & 5 

This 1½-day conference for health care and behav-

ioral health care professionals will examine the is-

sues presented by homelessness among the seri-

ously mentally ill.  Plenary sessions scheduled on day 

1 will address the scope of the problem, legal issues, 

the transition from incarceration to the community, 

issues for women veterans, medical comorbidity, 

substance abuse, and psychopharmacology.  The 

second day of the conference will explore interven-

tions, with a focus on housing, vocational rehabilita-

tion, and new, evidence-based treatment models 

from federal, city, and non-profit providers.   

Program Overview 

Trump Plaza Hotel 
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Upon completion of this program, attendees will:  

1) Describe the scope of the problem of SMI and 

homelessness. 

2) Discuss the risk factors for homelessness in SMI. 

3) Recognize the specific issues affecting special 

populations (e.g., women, persons with substance 

use disorders, etc.). 

4) List housing and vocational rehabilitation inter-

ventions. 

5) Discuss new, evidence-based models for treat-

ment and their effectiveness. 

Educational Objectives 

Conference Faculty 
James Barrett, CSW 

VA New York Harbor Healthcare System 

Michael Burke, M.D. 

Atlanta VA Medical Center 

William Daniels, MSW 

VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System 

Paolo del Vecchio, MSW 

US Department of Health and Human Services 

Henrietta Fishman, CSW, DCSW 

Bronx VA Medical Center 

Marcia Four, R.N. 

Philadelphia MultiService & Education Center 

Adam Gordon, M.D. 

Pittsburgh VA Medical Center 

Daniel Herman, M.D. 

Columbia University 

Ronald Honberg, J.D. 

National Alliance for the Mentally Ill 

Wes Kasprow, Ph.D. 

Northeast Program Evaluation Center 

Mara Kushner, CSW 

Bronx VA Medical Center 

Marcella Maguire, Ph.D. 

Division of Social Services, City of Philadelphia 

James F. McGuire, Ph.D. 

VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System 

Frances M. Murphy, M.D., MPH 

Department of Veterans Affairs 

Fred C. Osher, M.D. 

Baltimore VA Medical Center 

Muzzy Rosenblatt, MPA 

Bowery Residents’ Committee, Inc. 

Richard Toscano, M.A. 

Institute on Human Development and Disability 

Planning Committee 
Lucy Equale, LPN, CHEP 

Kim Gordley, CHEP 

Henrietta Fishman, CSW, DCSW, Bronx VAMC 

John Junginger, Ph.D., Baltimore VAMC 

Vince Kane, LCSW, Philadelphia VAMC 

Gerard Kelly, Ph.D., EES, Dept. of Veterans Affairs 

Bruce Levine, M.D., Bronx VAMC 

Katy Ruckdeschel, Ph.D., Philadelphia VAMC 

Paul Ruskin, M.D., Baltimore VAMC 

Remarks by Frances M. Murphy, M.D., MPH, 
Deputy Under Secretary for Health Policy     
Coordination, Department of Veterans Affairs 



Tuesday, April 27, 2004 
 
7:30-8:30 Registration and continental breakfast 
8:30-9:00 Welcome 
  Frances M. Murphy, M.D., MPH 
9:00-9:10 Conference Overview and Introductions 
  Bruce Levine, M.D. 
9:10-10:00 Overview of Homelessness and SMI in the VA 
  Wes Kasprow, Ph.D. 
10:00-10:30 Partnerships for Recovery: The Promise of  
  Mental Health Self-Care 
  Paolo del Vecchio, MSW 
10:30-10:45 Break 
10:45-11:35 The Impact of  Law and Public Policy on People  
  who are Homeless and Mentally Ill 
  Ronald Honberg, J.D. 
11:35-12:25 From Incarceration to the Community 
  James McGuire, Ph.D. & Mara Kushner, CSW 
12:25-1:25 Lunch (on your own) 
1:25-2:15 Women Veterans: Not to be Forgotten 
  Marcia Four, R.N. 
2:15-3:05 Medical Morbidity Among the Homeless 
  Adam Gordon, M.D. 
3:05-3:20 Break 
3:20-4:10 Principles of Substance Abuse Treatment  
  for Homeless Persons with Mental Illness 
  Fred C. Osher, M.D. 
4:10-5:00 Treatment Adherence and Psychopharmacology 
  Michael Burke, M.D. 
 
Wednesday, April 28, 2004 
 
7:30-8:30 Registration and continental breakfast 
8:30-10:00 Interventions: Concurrent Sessions 
  A: Housing Issues, Answers, and Dilemmas 
  Henrietta Fishman, DCSW & Jim Barrett, CSW 
  B: The IPS Model of Vocational Rehabilitation  
  Richard Toscano, M.A. 
10:00-10:15 Break 
10:15-12:15 Interventions: Models 
 10:15-10:45 City: Home First  
   Marcella Maguire, Ph.D. & Vince Kane, LCSW 
 10:45-11:15 Federal: West LA VA 
   William L. Daniels, MSW 
 11:15-11:45 Non-profit: Bowery Residence Program  
   Muzzy Rosenblatt, MPA 
 11:45-12:15 City: Critical Time Intervention 
   Daniel Herman, M.D. 
12:15-12:30 Conclusion and Evaluations 

Evaluation:  Participants will be asked to complete an 
overall evaluation and an evaluation for each speaker. 
Certificate of Attendance:  To receive a certificate, 
participants must sign in at the beginning of the confer-
ence, attend the entire conference, and complete an 
evaluation. Certificates will be awarded at the conclusion 
of the conference. No partial credit will be awarded. 
Americans with Disabilities Act Policy:  The Em-
ployee Education System wishes to ensure that no individ-
ual with a disability is excluded, denied services, segre-
gated, or otherwise treated differently from other indi-
viduals attending this workshop because of the absence of 
auxiliary aids and services. If you require any special ar-
rangements to attend and fully participate in this confer-
ence, please contact CHEP at 410-642-1195. 
Physicians: This activity has been planned and imple-
mented in accordance with the Essential Areas and Poli-
cies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education through the joint sponsorship of the VA Em-
ployee Education System (EES) and Chesapeake Health 
Education Program, Inc. (CHEP). EES is accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 
The VA EES designates this activity for a maximum of 
10.75 hours in Category 1 credit towards the American 
Medical Association Physician's Recognition Awards. Each 
physician should claim only those hours of credit that he/
she actually spent in the educational activity. 
Psychologists: The VA Maryland Health Care System 
(VAMHCS), Perry Point Division, is approved by the 
American Psychological Association to offer continuing 
education for psychologists. As an organization approved 
by the American Psychological Association, the VAMHCS 
is offering this activity for 10.75 hours of continuing edu-
cation credit. The VAMHCS maintains responsibility for 
the program. A certificate of attendance will be awarded 
to participants and accreditation records will be on file at 
the VAMHCS. To receive credit, participants must attend 
100% of the program and complete an evaluation form. 
Nurses: The VAMHCS, Perry Point Division, is an ac-
credited provider of Continuing Education in Nursing by 
the American Nurses Credentialing Center's Commission 
on Accreditation and provides contact hours for nurses. 
The VAMHCS designates this educational activity for 12.9 
contact hours as determined by the ANCC. 
Social Workers: The Pennsylvania State Board of Social 
Workers, Marriage & Family Therapists, & Professional 
Counselors has approved this course for 11.5 credit 
hours. CHEP has been designated an approved sponsor by 
the Maryland Board of Social Work Examiners and will 
provide 10.75 Category I social work credit hours for 
participants from states other than PA. 
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Registration Form 

This conference is designed for 

physicians, psychiatrists, psy-

chologists, social workers, and 

nurses working in the fields of 

behavioral health and general 

medicine in public and private 

settings. 

In accordance with the Accredi-

tation Council for Continuing 

Education medical education 

requirements on disclosure, 

information about relationships 

of presenters with commercial 

interests (if any) will be included 

in materials to be distributed at 

the time of the conference. 

Disclosure 

Agenda 

Target Audience 

Continuing Education  

Name______________________________________ 
 
SSN___________________ (for CE purposes) 
 
Occupation__________________________________  
 
Phone #____________________________________ 
 
Employer___________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip________________________________ 
 
E-Mail address _______________________________ 
 
Special Accommodations: ______________________  
 
__________________________________________ 
 
Concurrent Sessions: (choose one) A_____  B_____  
 
Method of Payment 
Check/PO (made payable to CHEP, Tax ID #52-1711309) 
Charge: (circle one)    AmEx     VISA       MC  
 
Card #_____________________________________ 
 
Exp. Date _________________ 
 
Signature ___________________________________ 
 
Payment MUST accompany registration form. 
For questions, call CHEP at 410-642-1195. 

•Fee: $25 for VA employees, $95 for non-VA employees. 
•Registration fee includes continental breakfast, breaks., 
course materials. 
•We encourage pre-registration as space is limited and 
course materials are not guaranteed for walk-ins. 
•Confirmation of registration will be e-mailed (provide 
address below) or mailed to all participants. 
•To register by mail: Mail completed registration form 
WITH payment to CHEP (11E), Attn: SMI/Homeless Con-
ference, Bldg. 82H, 1st Floor, Perry Point, MD 21902 
•To register by fax: If paying by credit card, fax com-
pleted registration to 410-642-1090, Attn: SMI/Homeless 
Conference.  Do not mail form if previously faxed. 
•To cancel your registration: Cancellations must be 
received in writing 7 days prior to the conference date.  
Fax cancellations to 410-642-1090. 


