3/30/05


National MIRECC 2005 Conference

Risk, Rehabilitation, and Recovery: Treating Mental Illness in the VA

New Orleans, LA

Co-sponsors: MH QUERI, National Centers for PTSD, American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, American Association of Suicidology, Readjustment Counseling Service (Vet Centers), National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI), US Army 

Monday June 6

7:30-8:30 AM

Registration and continental breakfast

8:30-9:15 AM

Orientation and introductions:  Michael Kauth (chair)& Robyn Walser (co-

chair)



Welcome: 
VISN16 Network Director, Robert Lynch

VISN 16 MIRECC Director, Greer Sullivan

Deputy Chief Patient Care Services Officer for Mental Health, 

Mark Shelhorse

Science Advisor to Central Office for Mental Health, Tom 

Horvath

9:15-10:15 AM
Mental Illness in VA – Risk, Rehabilitation, and Recovery, Jonathan Perlin, 

Under Secretary for Health (tentative)

10:15-10:30 AM
Break

10:30-11:00 AM
Report on Suicide Prevention, Ken Clark, VISN 22 Director

11:00-11:30 AM
Suicide Prevention, Lawrence Adler, VISN 19 MIRECC Director

11:30 AM-1:00 PM
Lunch (concurrent business meetings for MIRECC Directors and Fellowship Program)

1:00-2:30 PM
Breakout: Suicide 
1. Early Intervention (Chair – Ann Haas, Am Found of Suicide Prevention)

a. Suicide and Culture: The Context for Primary Prevention, David Litts 

b. Suicide Prevention Efforts Using CPRS, Bruce Levine

c. Identifying Vets at Risk in the Community/Vet Centers, Al Batres

2. Treatment (Chair – Lanny Berman, Am Assoc of Suicidology)

a. Cognitive Therapy and Suicide Prevention, Greg Brown

b. Prevalence of Geriatric Suicide and Treatment, Ira Katz

c. Department of Defense Efforts to Combat Suicide, Chuck Engel

3. Chronically Suicidal (Chair – Jan Kemp, VISN 19 MIRECC)

a. The Chronically Suicidal Patient, Mort Silverman

b. Translating DBT to VA, Marianne Goodman

c. Suicide Prevention, Gretchen Haas

2:30-2:45 PM

Break

2:45-4:15 PM

Breakout: Post-Deployment Mental Health & PTSD  
1. The Veteran and New Wars: Differences, Changes, Expectations (Chair –Robin Hurley, VISN 6 MIRECC)

a. Getting Your Treatment Programs Ready for the New War Veteran, Fred Gusman

b. Combat Stress: Report from Iraq, Jim Sardo

c. Iraq War Clinician Guide, Josef Ruzek

2. Treatment/Intervention (Chair – Robyn Walser, NCPTSD)

a. Motivational Interviewing in PTSD Treatment, Ron Murphy

b. Treatment of Returning Veterans, Murray Raskind / Elaine Peskind

c. How the PTSD Treatment Guidelines Can Help, Harold Kudler

3. Adjustment to Civilian Life (Chair – Pamela Swales, NCPTSD)

a. Assisting the Wounded, Steve Cozza, Walter Reed

b. Involving Families in Treatment, Michelle Sherman / Fred Sautter

c. How the VA Can Help, Larry Lehmann

5:30-7:00 PM

Reception and Fellow’s Poster Session




Meet the co-sponsors and visit displays

National MIRECC 2005 Conference

Risk, Rehabilitation, and Recovery: Treating Mental Illness in the VA

New Orleans, LA

Tuesday June 7

7:30-8:00 AM

Registration and continental breakfast (working breakfast for MIRECC 

Directors)

8:00-8:15 AM

Announcements (MIRECC Admin Officers meet separately, TBA)

8:15-9:00 AM

Mental Health QUERI: Current Impacts, Future Directions and Opportunities 

for Collaboration, Richard Owen, Edmund Chaney

9:00-9:45 AM

Casualties of the New Wars, Commander (ret) Dennis Reeves and Col Cam 

Ritchie

9:45-10:15 AM
Post-Deployment Health & Adjustment, Gregory McCarthy, VISN 6 

MIRECC Director

10:15-10:30 AM
Break

11:00-12:30 AM
Breakout: Hard-to-Reach Populations

1. Innovations in Clinical Care (Chair – TBA, National Alliance for the Mentally Ill)

a. Psychosocial Rehabilitation Training in VISN 16 & 17, Michael Kauth [15 min]

b. A Proposed Plan of Action for Implementing a Recovery Based Model in VA: Role of MIRECCs in Evaluating and Implementing Change, Alan Bellack (Chair), Michael Kauth, Fran Murphy [30 min]

c. Mental Health QUERI: Implementing Collaborative Care for Depression in Primary Care, Edmund Chaney [23 min]

d. Mental Health QUERI: Improving Treatment for Schizophrenia, Richard Owen, Jeffrey Smith, Alex Young [23 min]

2. Homelessness (Chair – Vince Kane, VISN 4 MIRECC)

a. From Incarceration to Community, James McGuire

b. Homelessness, Substance Abuse, and Serious Mental Illness among Veterans, Robert Rosenheck [60 min]

3. Aging (Chair – Jerry Yesavage, VISN 21 MIRECC)

a. Substance Abuse in Older Veterans, Dave Oslin

b. PTSD in Older Veterans, Robyn Walser

c. Depression and Dementia in Older Veterans, Ira Katz

12:30-2:00 PM
Lunch (concurrent business meeting for National Education Group)

2:00-3:30 PM
Breakout: Suicide (repeat from Monday morning)
1. Early Intervention (Chair – Ann Haas, Am Found of Suicide Prevention)

a. Suicide and Culture: The Context for Primary Prevention, David Litts 

b.  Suicide Prevention Efforts Using CPRS, Bruce Levine

c.  Identifying Vets at Risk in the Community/Vet Centers, Al Batres

2. Treatment (Chair – Lanny Berman, Am Assoc of Suicidology)

a. Cognitive Therapy and Suicide Prevention, Greg Brown

b. Prevalence of Geriatric Suicide and Treatment, Ira Katz

c. Department of Defense Efforts to Combat Suicide, Chuck Engel

3. Chronically Suicidal (Chair – Jan Kemp, VISN 19 MIRECC)

a.  The Chronically Suicidal Patient, Mort Silverman

b. Translating DBT to VA, Marianne Goodman

c. Suicide Prevention, Gretchen Haas

3:30-5:00 PM

Breakout: Post-Deployment Mental Health & PTSD (repeat from Monday 

afternoon)
1.  The Veteran and New Wars: Differences, Changes, Expectations (Chair –Robin Hurley, VISN 6 MIRECC)

a. Getting Your Treatment Programs Ready for the New War Veteran, Fred Gusman

b. Combat Stress: Report from Iraq, Jim Sardo

c. Iraq War Clinician Guide, Josef Ruzek

2.  Treatment/Intervention (Chair – Robyn Walser, NCPTSD)

a. Motivational Interviewing in PTSD Treatment, Ron Murphy

b. Treatment of Returning Veterans, Murray Raskind / Elaine Peskind

c. How the PTSD Treatment Guidelines Can Help, Harold Kudler

3. Adjustment to Civilian Life (Chair – Pamela Swales, NCPTSD)

a. Assisting the Wounded, Steve Cozza, Walter Reed

b. Involving Families in Treatment, Michelle Sherman / Fred Sautter

c. How the VA Can Help, Larry Lehmann

6:00-8:00 PM

Fellow’s Grant Writing and Publication Workshop

National MIRECC 2005 Conference

Risk, Rehabilitation, and Recovery: Treating Mental Illness in the VA

New Orleans, LA

Wednesday June 8

7:30-8:00 AM

Registration and continental breakfast

8:00-8:15 AM

Announcements

8:15-9:30 AM
The Recovery Model: Impact of the New Freedom Commission, Fran Murphy 

9:30-9:45 AM

Break

9:45-11:15 AM
Breakout: Hard-to-Reach Populations
1. Innovations in Clinical Care (Chair – TBA, NAMI)

a. Psychopharmacological Treatments for PTSD, Tom Kosten 

b. Monitoring Side Effects of Antipsychotic Medications, Teresa Hudson / Kathy Henderson

c. Time-Limited Case Management, Miklos Losonczy

2.  Homelessness (Chair – Vince Kane, VISN 4 MIRECC)  (repeat from 

Monday morning)

a. From Incarceration to Community, James McGuire

b. Homelessness, Substance Abuse, and Serious Mental Illness among Veterans, Robert Rosenheck [60 min]

3.  Aging (Chair – Jerry Yesavage, VISN 21 MIRECC) (repeat from Monday 

morning)

a. Substance Abuse in Older Veterans, Dave Oslin

b. PTSD in Older Veterans, Robyn Walser

c. Depression and Dementia in Older Veterans, Ira Katz

11:15-11:30 AM
Concluding remarks

