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• The Accomplishments document of this Administration's work to combat the Coronavirus that will be 

distributed to press this morning at 8AM ET. 

• The transcript of yesterday's press briefing with the VP, Secretary Azar, CDC Director Dr. Redfield, FDA 

Commissioner Dr. Hahn, NIAID Director Dr. Fauci. 
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Ha, Richard 

From: . EOP/WHO bho.eop.gov>w (b)(6) (b)(6) 

Sent: Monday, March 2, 2020 10:19 PM 

Subject: Press Briefing by Vice President Pence and Members of the Coronavirus Task Force 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Vice President 

For Immediate Release March 2, 2020 

PRESS BRIEFING BY VICE PRESIDENT PENCE AND 
AND MEMBERS OF THE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE 

James S. Brady Press Briefing Room 

5:31 P.M. EST 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon. We just finished the Monday 
meeting of the White House Coronavirus Task Force. Since the time the 
President established the task force here at the White House, it has 
literally met daily, and we continued that effort today. 

We added the head of the Center for Medicaid and Medicare Services, 
Seema Verma, to the task force today, as well as Robert Wilkie with the 
VA. 

First, a few basic facts and reports, and then we'll hear from other 
members of the task force about ongoing efforts. 

At the present moment, we have 43 domestic cases of the coronavirus, 
48 cases of individuals who have returned to the United States. Of the 
domestic cases, 29 of the 43 are either in California or Washington 
State. And we have -- we have communities that are facing -- facing what 
the experts tell us could potentially be a cluster in those communities. 

Sadly, today, there were four additional fatalities, raising the 
number that six Americans have lost their life to the coronavirus. And on 
behalf of the President and all of the American people, we extend our 
deepest condolences and sympathies to the families of those that were 
lost. 

Despite today's sad news, let's be clear: The risk to the American 
people of the coronavirus remains low, according to all of the experts 
that we're working with across the government. And as President has said, 
we're ready for anything, but this is an all-hands-on-deck effort. And 
today's activity really reflects the President's effort to bring the best 
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minds of private industry together, the best leadership from around the 
country at every level. 

We had a good meeting this morning with governors from 50 states and 
three territories. I was able to convey to them the gratitude that the 
President and our entire administration feels, particularly for governors 
that are dealing with the coronavirus in their states, those that have 
taken repatriated personnel. 

I can say that what I hear from the nation's governors is that there 
has been a seamless relationship between all the agencies of the federal 
government and states thus far, and we're encouraged to hear that. But I 
told them that we are committed to a full partnership with state 
governments, and to their health officials and to local healthcare 
providers, going forward. 

We also met today with some of the leaders of the top pharmaceutical 
companies in the country. The President spoke to them not just about 
vaccines, which many of the companies are already beginning to work on, 
but, just as importantly, the development of therapeutics. And it is 
remarkable to think that there may well be a vaccine going to clinical 
trials within the next six weeks. 

The nature of trials, as the experts have explained to us, is that 
the vaccine might yet not be available until late this year or early next, 
but the therapeutics -- giving relief to people that contract the 
coronavirus -- could literally be available by this summer or early fall. 

The most encouraging news from that meeting was that our 
pharmaceutical companies, which are recognized as the greatest in the 
world, all have already formed a consortium to work together to share 
information in the development of therapeutics and vaccines. 

A quick update: Yesterday, we were fully implementing the new travel 
advisories for portions of Italy and South Korea, and the implementation 
of screening of personnel from across those countries who are trying to 
take a direct flight to the United States of America. 

I was pleased, in the White House task force meeting today, to learn 
that within the next 12 hours, there will be 100 percent screening -- all 
direct flights at all airports across Italy and across South Korea. 

The President has directed us to bring the full resources of the 
federal government and to bring the very best minds in this country to 
bear on this effort. 

And finally, today, I'm pleased to welcome to our White House team a 
world-renowned global health official and a physician. She will be my 
right arm through this effort as the President has tasked me to lead the 
White House response to the coronavirus. And I'm grateful that Ambassador 
Deborah Birx -- also Dr. Deborah Birx -- will be on our team. And even on 
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her first day, she's already been contributing significantly to our 
discussions. 

Dr. Birx serves as the U.S. government's leader today for combating 
HIV/AIDS globally, and has developed an international reputation as 
that. She's a scientist, a physician -- someone with three decades of 
public health expertise, including virulent diseases, vaccines, and has 
vast experience in interagency coordination. 

And Dr. Birx and I have talked about the importance of bringing all 
of these various entities together to bring about President Trump's vision 
for a whole-of-government response to the coronavirus. 

So, with that, I'd like to recognize Dr. Deborah Birx for a few 
introductory and welcome remarks. And thank you for stepping up one more 
time to serve our country. 

DR. BIRX: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Vice President. It's a pleasure 
to be here. I just arrived from South Africa last night. Everybody took 
great care of me. I had computer and phone in record time. It really shows 
the level of efficiency and expertise here to really get moving quickly. 

It's clear that the early work of the President, both with travel 
restrictions and the ability to quarantine, has bought us this time and 
space to have this task force be very effective. I have never worked with 
such incredible scientists and thoughtful policy leaders, and I got to 
spend the day with them. 

I'm trying to get up to speed as fast as possible, and I look forward 
to the days ahead, really working together to end this epidemic. 

Thank you. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Secretary Azar? 

SECRETARY AZAR: Well, thank you, Mr. Vice President. I just want to 
first start out by saying how delighted we are that Ambassador Birx is 
going to be leading and coordinating these efforts across the government. 

Dr. Birx and I go way back. Dr. Birx and basically every leader at 
the Department of Health and Human Services go way back together. So we 
already have established relationships, and --

 

DR. BIRX: That means I'm old. 

SECRETARY AZAR: Maybe not too way back, right? (Laughter.) 

We already have very established, productive working relationships 
that I think are going to keep the interagency process working incredibly 
smoothly. 
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And as the Vice President said, Dr. Birx already has been asking the 
right questions and challenging us on all the right scientific and policy 
matters that we need to focus on. 

I just want to begin by recapping the current situation that we face 
with COVID-19. As the Vice President mentioned, as of this morning, we 
have 43 confirmed or presumptive cases of the virus in the United States, 
excluding our repatriated cases. Seventeen of those cases are travel-
related in one way or another. Twenty-six are believed to be person-to-
person spread. 

Because of the President's strong leadership and all the hard work 
that our public health professionals have done at the local, the state, 
the federal level, the immediate risk to any individual American has been 
and does continue to be low. But the risk for people with possible 
exposure to identified cases can be high. 

What every one of our experts and leaders have been saying for more 
than a month now remains true: The degree of risk has the potential to 
change quickly, especially if we see sustained spread of the disease 
around the world, which could qualify this disease as a pandemic. 

As Dr. Fauci said this morning, we will see more cases of community 
spread in the United States. As we've emphasized for some time now, we all 
need to prepare for the potential need. Prepare for the worst, hope for 
the best. In some places, we will have to use the range of our mitigation 
efforts. In fact, we already are working closely with Santa Clara County 
and the state of Washington -- in particular, King County -- to assist 
them and thinking through some of the best practices from our pandemic 
action plan, as well as learnings from Singapore and Hong Kong around the 
most effective community mitigation efforts, such as temporary school 
closures or even more titrated responses Dr. Schuchat has talked to you 
about, such as having school but perhaps not having assemblies in school. 

That's why the President has taken an unprecedented whole- of-
government approach to protecting the American people, including the steps 
in the last few days to radically expand and improve the testing that we 
have and to improve access to respirators needed by healthcare workers. 

The Vice President, Dr. Schuchat of the CDC, and I spoke with 
basically almost every governor that we have this morning, and we greatly 
appreciate their close cooperation with us. 

I also wanted to now introduce an individual who I asked the Vice 
President have join this task force because the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services play such a vital role: $1.3 trillion of spending here 
in the United States; providing healthcare to 60 million Americans 
seniors. And as we've seen, this disease can have a disproportionate 
severity impact on the elderly, as well as the medically frail. 

And so, Seema Verma, our administrator, has a very important 
responsibility with regard to funding of care, whether it's therapeutics 
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or vaccines, or diagnostics for our senior citizens, but also a vital role 
that you may not know of in regulating long-term care facilities, such as 
nursing homes and other healthcare facilities -- a very important 
regulatory function. 

So I'm delighted that Administrator Verma is formally joining the 
task force, and let me turn it over to Seema now. Seema? 

ADMINISTRATOR VERMA: Thank you, Secretary Azar. So for the Trump 
administration and CMS, patients come first, and the health and the safety 
and welfare of America's patients and provider workforce is our highest 
priority. 

So let me start with what CMS is. And as the Secretary said, we are 
the nation's largest insurer, covering over 130 million Americans between 
Medicare, Medicaid, and the individual insurance market. And some of these 
are our nation's most vulnerable populations -- those in poverty, the 
elderly, and children, and so forth. 

Critically, we do have a regulatory responsibility for pretty much 
every healthcare institution in America. This includes facilities such as 
hospitals, critical-access hospitals, nursing homes, home health agencies, 
dialysis facilities, surgery centers, and the list goes on. 

And that gives us a very critical role in addressing the 
coronavirus. We are responsible for enforcing the quality guidelines based 
in part on information from partner agencies, like the CDC. 

And so let me stress that CMS has longstanding infectious disease 
policies already in place that we've used effectively for other outbreaks, 
such as influenza. And so, healthcare facilities already have these 
procedures in place and should be prepared for what they may see. And 
we're going to continue to proactively update our regulations. We're going 
to be working with -- with CDC. Right now, like I said, those are already 
in place, and it's our job to make sure that healthcare facilities are 
effectively implementing those guidelines. And we will work with the CDC 
to determine whether we need to update or change those. 

Also, we are looking at what we cover and clarifying the types of 
products and services that our programs will be able to pay for, in terms 
of Medicaid and Medicare. 

And, with that, I'll turn it over. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: That's very good. 

ADMINISTRATOR VERMA: Thank you. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Seema. Thank you for stepping up. 

I want to recognize a couple of other members of our team. Tony 
Fauci, the National Institutes of Health. Thank you, Doctor. 
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DR. FAUCI: Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President. I just want to 
make three comments and points. 

First of all, to underscore what the Vice President and what 
Secretary Azar said, we had a really extraordinary meeting with the CEOs, 
a variety of individuals in the pharmaceutical and biotech business, 
several of whom, in the room, were people we're actually already actively 
collaborating with. And their enthusiasm about getting involved in helping 
us along with the development of products and the availability of 
products, be they vaccines, monoclonal antibodies, or therapeutics, it was 
very gratifying. 

Second, I'm very pleased that the President and Vice President will 
be visiting the NIH tomorrow. And we're going to have the opportunity to 
show them firsthand, in real-time, the kinds of things we're doing. 

And finally, just one comment about Ambassador Dr. Birx. So, a couple 
of people up here said, you know, "I go back a long time with Dr. 
Birx." Nobody goes back as long as I go with Ambassador Birx. She was 
actually a fellow in my program as a trainee. And we knew she was a star 
then, and now, what has happened over the years, she's become a superstar. 

Together, we saw the first patients with HIV back in the early 
80s. We were involved in a vaccine trial. That was the first successful 
trial with HIV. We've known each other through PEPFAR. I had the privilege 
and the honor, among others, of putting together the PEPFAR program for 
President Bush, and she was the ambassador in charge of the PEPFAR 
program. So I can't tell you how excited I am to finally, once again, get 
back and being a partner with Debbie Birx. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Great. Thank you, Dr. Fauci. And -- and finally, 
Dr. Bob Redfield, CDC. Bob? 

DR. REDFIELD: Thank you, Mr. Vice President. What I would like to do 
is -- is just recognize that CDC continues to work and provide support to, 
really, the backbone of our public health system in this nation -- which 
is a state, local, tribal, and territory health departments. 

And these teams continue to work to identify new cases, isolate, and 
contact trace these together to work together to try to limit the 
transmission of the coronavirus. 

And working with our public health partners, we continue to be able 
to identify new community cases -- as the Secretary said, we always 
anticipate it -- and use our public health assets to aggressively, again, 
confirm those cases, isolate new contact tracing, to use our public health 
tools to limit the spread of this virus. 

I want to echo what was said by the Vice President and the Secretary 
that, despite seeing these new community cases that shows you we have a 
public health community across this country in action, the risk to the 
American people is low. 
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I also want to add my -- looking forward --I know my entire agency is 
looking forward to the President' and the Vice President's and the 
Secretary's visit to come to Atlanta on Friday, and get to meet a lot of 
the wonderful people that form the backbone of this great agency. Thank 
you. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Bob. We'll take a few questions. Steve 
Holland, Reuters. Where are you, Steve? 

Q Sir, based on what we've seen so far, how quickly do you expect 
this virus to spread throughout the United States? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Let me -- let me refer that to the experts. Go 
ahead. 

Q And are there any details about this cluster in Washington state 
that show us anything? 

DR. REDFIELD: I think the important thing, as the Secretary has said: 
From the beginning, we've anticipated to see community cases pop up. And 
now we have a number of new community cases, which the health departments 
are aggressively evaluating to see if they can understand the linkage 
who are the contacts, how is this virus spreading. And I think the 
American public should rest assured we have one of the finest public 
health programs in the world, when you look at the state, and local 
territorial. 

So we're going to continue to see these cases as a consequence of 
them doing their job. And we're going to use the public health strategies 
that we can to limit that transmission. And I think we should focus on 
that right now. We're still working very hard in trying to contain these 
community outbreaks, but as the Secretary has said, we are blending that 
now with very strategic mitigation strategies. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Dr. Fauci? 

DR. FAUCI: Yeah. So just to underscore something I said the other 
day, there are two aspects of this. There's our cases coming in, and then 
controlling the situation of the spread of what's already in here. And 
there are two things that are going on: It's the kind of restrictions of 
travel to areas where there are hotspots in the rest of the world, just 
like the original inhibition of travel here with China, I think is going 
to mitigate against the question of the wider spread and the contact 
tracing and the isolation that's very aggressively going on. 

I mean, we hope -- you could never predict 100 percent of anything, 
but I think what's going on right now with the CDC and particularly the 
state and local health authorities is going to really, I think, get us 
through this. 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: Steve, it's something I learned -- I learned 
along the way is that when -- when we have cases that emerge, state and 
local health officials are in the lead, but CDC is on the ground 
immediately, helping to identify how that -- how that might have 
originated with that individual, to find out any other people that they've 
been exposed to. 

But we know there will be more cases. You know, the President 
initially took unprecedented action to do all that we could to prevent the 
coronavirus coming into the country. And now we're focused on mitigation 
of the spread, as well as treatment of the people that are affected. 

Kristin Fisher. Is Kristin Fisher here? 

Q She walked out. 

Q She had a live shot. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: She walked out? Let me go -- let me go with 
Hallie Jackson. 

Q Thank you. Two questions for you, sir -- and if anybody else 
wants to jump in. Number one, President Trump hinted today at the 
potential for new travel restrictions on top of what we're already seeing 
as related to Italy, South Korea, China, Iran. Can you elaborate on 
specifically what countries you're looking at? Is Germany, for example, 
which has seen some cases of community spread, is that on the table? 

And then I just have a follow-up as well. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: The President is very clear: We're, -- we're 
going to follow the facts and listen to the experts every step of the 
way. 

The action the President authorized this weekend, raising the travel 
advisory -- the American people should know that we are saying that they 
sh- -- you should not travel to certain sections of Italy or South Korea. 

Those advisories may expand, but we'll -- we'll allow the case- --
the caseload in those countries to define that. 

In addition to that, by establishing the screening protocol, which 
will be in full force in effect within the next 12 hours in both 
countries, we'll ensure that anyone traveling on a direct flight to the 
United States of America receives multiple screenings at all airports in 
Italy and South Korea. 

But, to your point, the nature of the European Union is one doesn't 
require a passport to move around, so our -- our task force spoke today 
about new cases and there were some in several European countries. We're 
following that very closely. And, again, we'll listen to the experts, 
we'll watch the cases, and -- and I know the President will make the 
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decisions with regard to both travel advisories or restrictions on the 
basis of those facts. 

Q And my second question, sir, is just on the word "pandemic." Do 
you -- do your experts behind you here, do you consider this now a 
pandemic in all but designation only? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I would -- I would just refer to the experts that 
-- our view is that would be for the World Health Organization to 
define. And our team, our task force team was in touch with the World 
Health Organization today. 

SECRETARY AZAR: Do you want me to mention that? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: We -- and let me let the Secretary address 
that. But, you know, this isn't so much about semantics. I think our 
briefing today was -- we're in more than 60 countries at this point. And 
so we're going to continue to focus on ensuring that we do all we can to 
prevent people coming into the country with the disease, to mitigate any 
spread of the disease once we identify cases and, of course, to provide 
treatment. 

Do you want to speak to that? 

SECRETARY AZAR: Sure. You bet, Mr. Vice President. So I spoke with 
Dr. Tedros today and Dr. Mike Ryan, the incident manager for the World 
Health Organization, about this precise question because I wanted to get a 
sense of their thinking: how they're assessing the designation of pandemic 
status. 

And I'll let them fully speak for themselves, but right -- at the 
moment, while we're seeing community spreading in multiple regions of the 
world, there's -- there's not a -- there are many definitions that people 
use around "pandemic," and one issue that the WHO is focused on is just 
sheer magnitude. And while we've had very large numbers of cases and 
spreading within China, the actual absolute number of cases outside of 
China, while reflecting community spreading, are not of the magnitude 
comparable to any other pandemics that have been declared before -- for 
instance, even the H1N1, where you have billions of individuals infected 
across the world. 

So that's what they're -- that's how they are thinking about 
this. And we're just going to keep working with them. We don't have a view 
as to whether they should designate it a pandemic or not a pandemic. I 
made that very clear. I just wanted to get a sense of how they're thinking 
about it and assessing it. And that's, I think, reflective of their 
current thinking there and we'll -- but I'll let them -- I asked them if 
they could put out some points about how they're assessing this stuff. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Good answer. 

Q Can you take a follow-up to that? 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: Good answer. Good answer. 

Q Can he take a follow-up to that? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Hang on. How about Ben, with ABC? Where are you, 
Ben? Go ahead. 

Q On screening passengers from Italy and South Korea, what exactly 
will that screening look like? Is that people taking temperatures? Is that 
every single passenger? Who will be conducting it? And will it be expanded 
to other countries? 

And then, how many number -- how many tests have been conducted? Last 
week, I believe, Secretary Azar said there were 3,600. What's an update on 
that? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, let me just -- our State Department and an 
interagency group has worked out that arrangement with both Italy and 
South Korea. South Korea, actually, about three hours ago, fully 
implemented the screening on all direct flights, all airports. And, as I 
mentioned, within the next 12 hours or so, Italy will have implemented the 
same thing. 

It will be multiple temperature checks in the airports for people 
before they are boarding. And we're working very closely to assist them in 
implementing that. 

But let me -- let me speak about --

 

SECRETARY AZAR: Maybe Dr. Hahn? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yeah. Dr. Hahn can speak to you about the status 
of tests because one of the things I heard from the governors last week 
was the whole issue of -- of test kits, the availability of testing. And I 
really want to commend Dr. Hahn and the FDA for some very swift work, 
making many more tests available, more kits that include multiple tests, 
and also authorizing local testing which -- which will now make it more 
possible, as our experts told us, to identify additional cases. 

As we find more cases, it will mean our health officials are doing 
their job, in large part. And -- and the availability of those tests will 
contribute to that. Dr. Hahn? 

DR. HAHN: Thank you, Mr. Vice President. As you heard from the 
Secretary and the Vice President this weekend, we had the capacity in 
state and public health labs to perform between 75,000 and 100,000 tests. 

On Saturday, we issued a new policy allowing us to have some 
flexibility -- regulatory flexibility around the development of those 
tests. So academic centers, private companies can develop these tests, 
tell us that they validated those tests, and then begin to use them. They 
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alert us of that and then later on, within 15 days, we can look at the 
validation data. 

They're having the responsibility to show the validation of those 
tests. With this new policy, we've heard from multiple companies and 
multiple academic centers and we expect to have a substantial increase in 
the number of tests this week, next week, and throughout the month. 

Q How many? 

DR. HAHN: There'll be a -- the estimates we're getting from industry 
right now: By the end of this week, close to a million tests will be able 
to be performed. 

Q Just a real quick follow-up. With the risk -- when we're talking 
about risk, you guys came out and said that the risk is low. But with so 
few tests being done and the incubation rate being as much as two weeks, 
how can we accurately say that the risk is low, at this point? We haven't 
put out a million tests. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Do you want to speak to that? 

Q Anybody? 

DR. FAUCI: If you talk about the entire country, the whole 360 
million people in this country, the risk is a low risk. I think the point 
you're making it that, since we haven't done yet -- but it will happen 
really soon -- the testing of the community, how do we know the risk is 
low? I would imagine it's still going to be low regardless of that. What 
happens in real time, which is the reason why we do this so frequently, is 
that things can change. But right now, today -- on this day, Monday -- if 
you look at the country as a whole, the risk is low. 

(Crosstalk.) 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Go right ahead. Ashley. 

Q Thank you, Vice President Pence. Families across the country are 
worried about spring break. They're worried about spring break and 
wondering if they should book travel or cancel their travel. Sort of, two 
parts: One is, what is the expert opinion from the task force on, sort of, 
spring break travel and even domestic travel? And, secondly, would you, 
yourself, feel comfortable bringing your family right now, including your 
three grandchildren and their partners on a week-long trip to Disneyworld? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I can say, there's been no recommendation 
about any limitations on travel within the United States of America. 

But let me let the experts speak to recommendations, with regard to 
travel. 
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Q But would you -- would you go to Disneyworld right now with your 
family? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Do you want get that? 

Q Can you just address: Would you feel comfortable bringing --

 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I'm -- I travel across this country all the 
time. My kids live all over the country. And, look, this is the time to 
use common sense. It's a good time to wash your hands. And -- but this 
time of year, that's always a good decision. 

But, as we said, the risk remains low. And while -- while we've had 
tragic losses -- four today -- the reality is, as I said, 29 of the 43 
domestic cases are in California and in Washington State and are centered 
in very specific areas that we're working to identify the source on. 

But -- but I don't -- I think people should just continue to use 
common sense this time of year, and -- but, with regard to international 
travel, let me yield to the expert. 

DR. REDFIELD: Well, I just want to echo what the Vice President said, 
that we want people to go about and live their normal lives in this nation 
right now. 

The Secretary is right: Even before the coronavirus, if you had asked 
CDC what you should do about preparedness, we would give that every 
individual should think ahead and prepare --whether it's a hurricane --
and those recommendations haven't changed. And I really want people to 
reflect that -- in going to -- you're allowed -- there's no travel 
restrictions in the United States. 

The CDC and the State Department and the task force have worked hard 
to recognize those areas where there is significant community 
transmission, where we give you advice that we would recommend you not 
travel there. And you know that China is that. We now have South Korea as 
a level three. We have Italy, Japan, and Iran as level three travel 
advisories, which we would ask you to reconsider those travel plans. But, 
in the United States, there's no travel restrictions. 

I want to echo again what everyone said: The risk to the American 
public, at this point, is low. We are going to increase substantially 
surveillance, similar to what we do for flu. We have multiple different 
surveillance systems with Dr. Hahn and the FDA getting more and more tests 
out. Those surveillance systems are going to be activated in the near 
future, and we'll have eyes on whether there is any significant new 
evidence of community pockets around this nation. 

(Crosstalk.) 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: With regard to -- with regard to international 
travel, we just -- we'll continue to monitor the cases. We'll follow the 
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facts, the experts, and the science and determine whether additional 
travel advisories or restrictions are warranted. 

That being said, folks, we're going to slip out. We will be back 
(inaudible). We will be back here --

 

(Crosstalk.) 

If I may, we'll be back here every day. Get used to seeing us. We're 
going to bring the experts in, we're going to make sure and give you the 
best and most high-quality, real-time information. We have the best people 
in the world. So thank you all for being here. 

END 6:01 P.M. EST 
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6 (b)() To: EOP/OVP 

Subject: What They Are Saying I Support for the White House Coronayirus Response 

What They Are Saying Support for the White House 

Coronavirus Response 

WHAT THEY ARE SAYING: 

STORY HERE. 

STORY HERE. 
1 



Ha, Richard 

From: Hutton, James 
Sent: Wednesday, March 4, 2020 8:17 AM 

To: RLW 

Cc: Powers, Pamela;Stone, Richard A., MD;Tucker, Brooks;Syrek, Christopher D. (Chris);Cashour, 
Curtis; (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Subject: Coronavirus Talking Points 3.4 

Attachments: Press Briefing by Vice President Pence and Members of the White House Coronavirus Task Force; 

What They Are Saying I Support for the White House Coronavirus Response 

Mr. Secretary, 

Below and attached are today's talking points labeled "Coronavirus 3.4". 

A few updates: 

• Shortly, we should have guidance from OMB for the federal work force. 

• The CDC is issuing new guidance ensuring that there is no restrictions — except a doctor's orders - for individuals 

seeking to get tested for the Coronavirus. 

• CMS is going to be issuing new guidance to nursing homes to focus our energy and our efforts on protecting the 
most vulnerable and where we see the locus of the coronavirus today. 

Also attached is: 

• The off-camera press briefing by the Vice President, Sec Azar, Seema Verma, Dr. Fauci, Dr. Redfield, and Dr. 

Hahn. 

• A roundup of coverage from yesterday's efforts by the task force. 

The look ahead for today: 

• Dr. Fauci will join Rachel Maddow, Sec Azar will join America's Newsroom, and the Surgeon General will be on 

Newsy and the Guy Benson Show, the Vice President will be on Lou Dobbs. 

• The Vice President will hosting meetings alongside the Task Force with Long Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care 
Provider CEOs, Diagnostic Lab CEOs, and Airline CEOs. 

• The Vice President and Dr. Birx will host off the record meetings with medical correspondents and surrogates. 

• The Vice President and Members of the Task Force will attend both House and Democrat Conference Meetings 

at the Capitol. 

• Immediately following the Task Force Meeting today, they will participate in an on-camera press briefing at the 

White House. 

James 

James Hutton 
Assistant Secretary 
Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
810 Vermont Ave, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20420 
Office: 202-461 
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Email:  (b)(6)  @,va.gov 
Twitter: fajehutton 
VA on Facebook . Twitter. YouTube . Flickr. . Blog 

2 



Ha, Richard 

From: 1(b)(6) EOP/WHO 
(b)(6) 

pwho.eop.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 3, 2020 8:42 PM 

Subject: Press Briefing by Vice President Pence and Members of the White House Coronavirus Task Force 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release March 3, 2020 

PRESS BRIEFING 
BY VICE PRESIDENT PENCE 

AND MEMBERS OF THE WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE 

James S. Brady Press Briefing Room 

5:57 P.M. EST 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon, everybody. We just completed 
today's meeting of the White House Coronavirus Task Force. As you know, 
the President spoke this morning to county officials. And I want to remind 
everyone, as the President did today, that when it comes to health issues, 
state and local health authorities are in the lead, and the President 
reflected on that today. 

The President also traveled with Dr. Fauci and the Secretary to the 
National Institute of Health and had a briefing there. For our part, I was 
on Capitol Hill. This team briefed the Republican Senate caucus, and we 
were invited to and briefed the Democrat Senate caucus. 

Tomorrow we'll be on the House side. Our schedule is still firming up 
in the course of the day. But we had the opportunity to have a fulsome 
discussion about policies, and not just limited to the supplemental but, 
very broadly, dealing with the issue of the coronavirus in the 
country. And we were grateful for the opportunity to appear before both of 
those caucuses. 

Let me give you just a couple of topline numbers. At this point, we 
are at 77 domestic cases of coronavirus. Sadly, Washington State confirmed 
three additional deaths today. Our condolences go to the families of those 
that were lost. That puts us at nine deaths, domestic. And they were 
individuals at either in a nursing home or who had been critically 
ill. And their families have our condolences. 
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We are at 13 states, plus New York City -- 14 total jurisdictions at 
this point -- where we have coronavirus cases currently operating. 

I've had conversations today with the governor of Illinois and -- as 
well as the governor of Washington State, and good and productive 
conversations. And we're extremely grateful for the leadership the 
governors across the country and their health departments are providing in 
this instance. 

Today, a couple of decision points from the White House Coronavirus 
Task Force. Today, we will issue new guidance from the CDC that will make 
it clear that any American can be tested with no restrictions, subject to 
doctor's orders. Several governors said to me that there was an impression 
that the test would not be administered to people who were only mildly 
symptomatic. We are issuing new guidance, effective immediately, from the 
CDC that will make it clear that any clinician on health authority can 
administer the test. 

Testing was much a focal point of our efforts today. Dr. Birx and the 
Secretary and I convened a conference call with CEOs of some of the 
nation's leading commercial laboratories. At this point, as the experts 
around me can describe, we are addressing the testing issue in a variety 
of ways. CDC-approved tests are moving out. We should have 2,500 kits out 
before the end of this week, which represents about 1.5 million 
tests. Those are being focused on hospitals in the areas that have been 
affected, as well as hospitals that have requested those tests. 

In addition to that, IDT is also spinning up their manufacturing for 
tests. I am told that there'll be up to a million a week by next week. And 
in our meetings with the CEOs of commercial laboratories -- and I'm going 
to have Dr. Birx speak to this -- we will be meeting tomorrow, here at the 
White House, with those CEOs, to clear away any potential barriers to them 
leaning all the way in. 

It was inspiring to be with the pharmaceutical companies yesterday 
who had already formed a consortium to begin to share resources and share 
information about meeting the need both with therapeutics and with the 
development of a vaccine. And we'll be challenging, as we did today, on 
the President's behalf -- we'll be challenging the commercial laboratories 
in the country to spin up their capacity to collaborate and be able to 
process testing much more rapidly. 

Seema Verma will elaborate for you, but tonight, the task force has 
authorized the decision that we're going to put all inspection resources, 
at the state level, focused on infectious disease, looking at nursing 
homes being a focal point of vulnerability and a vulnerable 
population. And Seema will clarify that with you, in addition to a variety 
of new sets of guidance that CMS is going to be issuing to nursing homes 
to really focus -- focus our energy and our efforts on protecting the most 
vulnerable and where we see the locus of the coronavirus today. 
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Finally, we today -- OMB will be issuing a new guidance. We will be 
directing all federal government agencies to review internal travel 
policies and to adhere to State Department advisories with regard to 
international travel. 

Let me say again that, as Dr. Fauci reiterated again today, the 
threat of the coronavirus to the American public remains low. And as we 
continue to evaluate our circumstances, we'll continue to bring 
recommendations to the President for changes. But at this point, we're 
simply directing a review of internal travel policies of all federal 
agencies and directing them to adhere to State Department advisories. 

Before I introduce the Secretary, let me also say tomorrow we'll be 
meeting with the CEOs of all the major airline carriers here. The topic 
will be contact tracing data and how we can -- we have a strong 
relationship in the 11 airports that have been assisting us with screening 
personnel coming back into the country -- we call them "funneling 
airports" -- but we're going to be meeting with CEOs tomorrow to talk 
about even greater cooperation from them. 

But again, I would just -- I would just conclude by saying that 
tomorrow will be one week since the President asked me to lead the White 
House effort. And I couldn't be more proud or more impressed with the 
efforts at HHS, CDC, all of our agencies -- NIH. And I couldn't be more 
proud to see the way states and local governments have had a seamless 
relationship with federal agencies in responding to this. And that's the 
relationship that we have forged. 

We'll continue to build on that, and we'll continue to focus this 
week obviously on ensuring that, in the supplemental bill, we not only 
make sure that the federal agencies are properly funded, but as I've told 
50 governors and 3 territorial governors, we're going to make sure that 
state agencies and local healthcare providers also have the resources to 
be able to meet their needs without hesitation, to lean into this 
effort. As the President said, this is all hands on deck. We're all in 
this together, and we're going to continue to bring a whole-of-government 
approach. 

With that, let me recognize the Secretary and then Dr. Birx, and 
we'll each make some comments and take a few questions. Okay? 

Mr. Secretary? 

SECRETARY AZAR: Great. Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President. And 
thank you all. As the Vice President mentioned, and I'm sure we'll all 
reiterate, at this time, the threat to any individual American remains low 
from the coronavirus. 

As we've said, that can change rapidly. We are watching for that 
constantly. And, of course, with regard to any individual in contact with 
someone who is positive for the coronavirus, that risk is, of course, 
higher. 
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We're working to keep that risk low. We are aggressively 
deployed. The CDC is out in the state of Washington, out in Santa Clara 
County in California, assisting with community mitigation steps, taking 
the lessons that we have both from our pandemic action plan, as well as 
from the Singapore and Hong Kong cases -- what they've been able to do and 
some of the steps they've been able to get this situation more under 
control there. 

I'm also very pleased to announce that the President of United States 
has donated his quarterly check to the Office of the Assistant Secretary 
of Health at HHS to fund the coronavirus preparedness and response 
activities. So, very pleased to receive that check today. 

We continue to make significant advances, in particular on removing 
barriers and moving forward in our response activities, basically using 
every day that we have gained by the President's strong actions to take 
advantage of those days to advance the ball. 

So, today, the President was up at NIAID, Dr. Fauci's institute, 
where he was informed that, just yesterday, the Food and Drug 
Administration authorized the entry into clinical trial -- phase one 
clinical trials of the vaccine candidate developed by NIAID scientists, 
who he got to meet today, and working with Moderna. So, hopefully, within 
again five to six weeks, that will be in humans and phase one clinical 
trials as a result of the FDA clearance. 

In addition, just last night, the FDA and CDC issued guidance with 
regard to these respirator masks, the N95 masks that you see that look 
more like cones on someone's face -- healthcare workers. Something people 
don't know is most of those N95 masks -- the respirators, they're called - 
- in the United States are used in the construction trades and industrial 
trade. So, construction workers, miners. 

And yesterday, the FDA and CDC issued guidance under an emergency use 
authorization, making it clear that those industrial N95 masks are 
approved and appropriate for use by healthcare providers under the current 
exigent circumstances of the novel coronavirus. That will free up a 
massive amount of additional supply in the marketplace for our healthcare 
providers, even as we engage in procurement activities under the 
supplemental that we hope to get to produce even more of those. 

And then, finally, Dr. Hahn is going to be discussing with you some 
really important deregulatory work that we did. We think it's right-sizing 
regulation with regard to diagnostic testing that we did on Sunday morning 
that is unleashing massive capacity in the United States for lab developed 
testing. So with that, let me stop. 

Mr. Vice President, thank you. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Great. Thank you, Mr. Secretary. And let me --
and perhaps Dr. Fauci can amplify this in just a moment: The American 
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people do not have to buy a mask. The focus of our administration's 
efforts in this area, as I talked to Governor Pritzker today in Illinois, 
is we have a -- we have a reserve of some 43 million masks. 

SECRETARY AZAR: Masks overall. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: We're working on -- I'll be traveling to 3M in 
Minnesota. The supplemental will contemplate a contract with that company 
and Honeywell and others to produce masks. And what we want to do is focus 
and make available the medical devices and protection for our healthcare 
workers. 

And so, whatever you can do to get the word out to the American 
people that it is not necessary for the American people to buy masks in 
the midst of the coronavirus spread in the country. The risk remains 
low. And I'll let the physicians describe that to you if there's 
questions. 

Let me introduce Dr. Birx for her comments. 

DR. BIRX: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Vice President. So, yesterday, we 
talked about not only the vaccine development but the work ongoing in 
therapeutics, which will be available much earlier, as well as novel work 
on monoclonal antibodies. 

For those of you who are in the audience who may be a little older, 
who used to get immunoglobulin before you traveled, it's on that same 
principle. It can be used both as a protective, as well as a 
therapeutic. And so there's work going on for that. 

Today, we worked very hard and concentrated on the public -- the 
private sector to really get them engaged in testing, because we know 
every family is concerned, particularly mixed-generation families and 
households where there's both young children and the elderly that we know 
are at higher risk, potentially, for more sickness and actually more 
severe cases. 

And so we know that the private sector is going to be critical in 
getting those assays immediately available in more the pediatric clinics, 
the CVSs, and so that anybody who wants a test can access tests. 

Those are discussions we will have tomorrow and be able to really 
summarize on the movement towards making diagnostics more available, not 
only the nucleic acid diagnostics but the diagnostics that allow us to see 
who has been infected previously and really understand what the prevalence 
and incidence of this disease is -- because it's very difficult right now, 
when you're only looking at the sickest, to really understand how broad 
infections may or may not be. 

So we're excited about that work that's going to happen 
tomorrow. Thank you. 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: Okay. Very good. Thank you, Dr. Birx. 

Seema? 

ADMINISTRATOR VERMA: Thank you. As the Vice President said, we will 
be focusing all of our state agency resources that are involved in 
inspecting nursing homes and other healthcare facilities to focus on 
infection control practices. Healthcare providers are going to play a very 
critical role in preventing the spread of the coronavirus, and CMS has a 
unique role in holding healthcare providers accountable for maintaining 
these essential health and safety standards. 

We're also issuing a call to action to hospitals, nursing homes, 
dialysis providers, and all healthcare facilities to review their 
infection control and emergency preparedness procedures to ensure that 
they are in compliance with CMS regulatory requirements. 

In addition, we are reissuing some guidance around infection control, 
around transfers between nursing homes and hospitals, encouraging and 
requiring them to consult with local healthcare officials. And we're also 
issuing some guidance around screening visitors and healthcare workers. 

The third item that we're releasing today is guidance to state 
inspectors who physically visit and evaluate healthcare facilities. The 
guidance provides information on the latest CDC protocols that they must 
follow when inspecting these facilities with suspected cases of 
respiratory illness. Inspectors should be coordinating with the CDC, CMS, 
and local healthcare officials. And they should also make sure that they 
have the appropriate protective -- personal protective equipment. 

We've also deployed -- CMS has deployed two of our infection control 
specialists to CDC in Atlanta so that we can remain in lockstep with the 
CDC as the situation evolves. And this will allow us to coordinate our 
policies in real time. 

And finally, CMS is preparing to send a team of inspectors to 
Washington State to inspect the nursing home, dialysis facility, and 
hospital that was involved in the recent COVID-19 cases so we can 
determine if all federal health and safety regulations were followed. 

And we'll be evaluating the situation daily and continue to provide 
updates. Thank you. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Very good. Dr. Fauci? 

DR. FAUCI: I'll just take a quick moment to just reiterate what was 
said about the visit to the NIH by the President. And we were able to map 
out and discuss -- and something that we want to make sure everyone 
understands: He saw it firsthand the process of vaccine development and 
why it's very, very important that you do it in a stepwise fashion -- even 
though we're going more quickly than we've ever done that -- and that is 
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to go through a phase one trial to show that it is safe, and then even a 
phase two trial, which will take several months. 

So if you're looking at what's going to be available, the one dictum 
that you always know in medicine is: First, do no harm. And we've got to 
make sure that if we're going to protect the American people, if we're 
going to be giving them a vaccine to otherwise healthy people to protect 
them, we've got to make sure we have a vaccine that is safe and that is 
proven to be effective. Not only just safe with any side effects, but 
there have been situations where even vaccines have actually made someone 
worse. So we got to make sure that we don't do that. 

That's the reason why, even though we're going at rocket speed, it's 
not going to be at least a year to a year and a half before we have a 
product that we would be able to confidently say let's rev it up and 
give. Not the case with therapeutics, because therapeutics -- you're 
giving it to someone who is already ill, and you're trying to save their 
life. That doesn't mean you're reckless with it; it means that you have 
almost an immediate answer as to whether it works. 

So there are a couple of big trials that are going on in China, and 
there is one that's going on right here in the United States, testing a 
single drug. And there'll be other drugs to do that, testing whether or 
not if you do "standard of care" versus "standard of care versus a drug," 
whether or not that drug will actually be effective. 

I was asked the question outside when we landed from the NIH, "When 
will that be?" It will be when you get enough data, and the Data and 
Safety Monitoring Board -- which is a group that independently looks at 
the data to determine are you actually making things worse or are you 
making things better. And they look at the data intimately. 

Someone asked me, "Will that be two months, three months, five 
months?" We don't know. It will be when the time comes when they look at 
the data, if -- and this is a big "if" -- don't misinterpret it -- if a 
drug is effective, then you would make it available to individuals. Not 
guessing if it's effective, but is it effective. 

Thank you. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr. Fauci. 

Dr. Hahn? 

DR. HAHN: Good afternoon, and thank you for the opportunity to 
clarify some of the issues that have been in the press and concerns by the 
American people around the diagnostic testing. 

So, first of all, this is a test that is not what we call a point-of-
care test. It's not like the strep test, where you go in a doctor's office 
and you get that test done. This is a test where a swab is done and it's 
sent to a laboratory, and in the laboratory they can perform that. 
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Currently, this test is available in state public health labs, based 
upon the great work that CDC has done to develop this test. And the type 
of test is called a PCR test. So CDC developed this test and has been 
distributing this to state public health laboratories. And by current 
count, there are 46 state public health laboratories that have access to 
this test and can do this testing around the country. 

So, additional tests are being performed by a company -- or being 
developed -- not developed, but being manufactured by a company called 
Integrated DNA Technologies, IDT. They're working with CDC to increase the 
capacity of the CDC-developed test. They're giving those tests to CDC to 
further disseminate to the public health laboratories. They are also 
receiving orders from around the country -- academic healthcare 
institutions, big hospitals, as well as commercial laboratories around the 
country -- to further disseminate that test. 

Their estimate is that, by the end of this week, they will be able to 
have shipped 1 million tests to these non-public health laboratories. In 
subsequent weeks, they expect to escalate even further their manufacturing 
to higher numbers than that. We don't have estimates for that for you at 
this time. 

But we expect that the shipment of those tests, the non-public health 
labs, will significantly increase the capacity around the country for 
testing. 

On Saturday, you know we issued an emergency use authorization, which 
provided a deregulatory and -- regulatory flexibility approach to what's 
called LDTs, or laboratory developed tests. That means X hospital in 
whatever state, whatever county, if they're certified, can develop their 
own laboratory based test. They notify us when that occurs, and then 15 
days later provide us the validation data. 

We use the same validation criteria. These are experienced 
laboratories, and we've already heard from four laboratories around the 
country that they've developed these tests and have started using those 
tests. So you can see this is a layered approach to increase our 
capacity. 

And finally, FDA has been working with large commercial laboratories 
over the last three to four weeks, using our EUA approach, to help develop 
additional testing capacity. 

And as the Vice President mentioned, we met with members today, over 
the phone, of large laboratories to actually discuss their expanded 
capacity and to further increase the availability of these tests for 
Americans. 

So one last point: What can the average American expect in terms of 
availability of this test? Well, first of all, as we mentioned, CDC will 
be issuing new guidance with respect to the fact that a physician should 
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be able to order this test, based upon their own clinical assessment of 
that patient. 

And, secondly, we expect that their access -- Americans' access to 
this test will increase as more and more laboratories around the country 
have availability of this test. That should increase next week and further 
in the weeks ahead as more and more tests are available. Thank you. 

DR. REDFIELD: Thank you, Mr. Vice President. I think what I would --
I want to make a few points. The first point I want to make is to 
recognize the, really, 24/7 work that the state and local, territorial, 
tribal health departments are doing. 

They have -- they're at the front lines responding to this, 
implementing the principles that we've talked about before that are so 
important for this public health approach: early case identification, 
isolation of those individuals that are confirmed, and then aggressive 
contact tracing to try to identify additional cases. And then it repeats 
to isolation contact tracing. 

We're going to continue to see new cases diagnosed in the community 
across this country. But that really is a success, in my view, not a 
failure, of the incredible public health community that we have in these 
states and these local health departments, tribal and territorial. 

I also would like to make a comment to the American people. I want 
them to be prepared for the reality that there are going to be more cases 
in the community. But I want them to continue their daily lives. I want 
them to be mindful of the opportunity, again, to prepare themselves and 
their families as we see this. As I mentioned I want these new cases to be 
viewed as a success, in one sense, of our effective public health 
community, and not a failure. 

Finally, I just want to reemphasize what was said -- one thing else 
that they can do. These protective masks, they really are for healthcare 
professionals that are taking care of these individuals that are sick in 
the hospital. We need all the American public to be part of -- as the Vice 
President says, we're all on the same team here. And one of the most 
important components of that team is the American public. 

And I want them to recognize: If we felt there was a public health 
reason for them to be going out to develop masks, those of us here -- Tony 
and myself -- would tell you. But these masks are meant for the healthcare 
professionals that are at the frontlines trying to care these men and 
women that are quite sick. 

And lastly, I just want to reemphasize once more what was set already 
by the Secretary and the Vice President. Again, despite these new 
community cases, the risk at this time to the American public remains 
low. 

Thank you very much. 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you. We'll take a few 
questions. Thanks. Jim? Go ahead. 

Q Yes, Mr. Vice President. You said that any American can be 
tested. Just follow up on that: Is that going to be free? And for 
Americans who can't afford that testing, what's going to be done to make 
sure they can be tested? 

And just as a matter of, you know, why we're in this setting and not 
in an on-camera setting -- can you explain why this briefing is off 
camera, that we can't record the audio from this briefing? Are you finding 
that these briefings are not reassuring Americans? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I think, on the first point, allow me to 
have Bob come back up. But I think you're going to see us in here every 
day answering questions --

 

Q But we don't see you right now. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: -- and to give the American people the up-to-date 
information. 

But the President was at NIH today. The President addressed the 
country today. What we want to do is give real-time information in a 
steady pace and be fully transparent to everybody. So I appreciate your 
cooperation with that. 

I expect we'll be back on camera tomorrow, if you got a question you 
want on camera. 

Bob, let me -- let me yield to Bob here. 

SECRETARY AZAR: And Seema also. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: And Seema. Let me -- there will be coverage for 
this. We're going to make it very clear that Medicare covers these. Maybe 
you could start there. 

ADMINISTATOR VERMA: Sure. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Medicare covers these. Medicaid covers 
these. We're sending out that guidance immediately. 

But, you know, when I talked -- when I talked to some state 
officials, there was a sense that the tests would not be administered to 
people that were mildly symptomatic. We're issuing clear guidance that, 
subject to a doctor's orders, any American can be tested. And so we're 
removing that barrier, but I'll let them speak to --

 

ADMINISTATOR VERMA: Sure. 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: -- some of the public support for the cost. 

ADMINISTATOR VERMA: Sure. So this is a diagnostic test. So if you 
went to a doctor today -- if you have health insurance and you got a test 
for strep or the flu, all of that would be covered within your 
insurance. That is an essential health benefit. So in the exchanges in 
Medicaid and in Medicare, this is a covered service. So this should be, 
you know, pretty routine. 

And I'll turn it over to Dr. Redfield to talk about uninsured 
populations. 

DR. REDFIELD: Yeah, thank you. 

Q Did you see that this are some reports -- some anecdotal reports 
of a gentleman going in, in Florida, or something like that, and having a 
bill for $3,000 after he underwent the coronavirus test? That was reported 
in the Miami Herald. Are you seeing anecdotal cases -- forgive me for 
interrupting but I just -- that was something that caught my eye. 

ADMINISTRATOR VERMA: Yeah, and I can't speak to the specifics of that 
case. But if you're in the Medicaid program, if you're in the Medicare 
program, if you're covered by the exchanges, that would be a covered 
service. It's a routine diagnostic test. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: We'll look at it though. My team will write that 
one down and we'll pull it up. 

DR. REDFIELD: I just want to emphasize the tests that CDC provides to 
the public health community, as you heard Dr. Hahn talk about, that test 
is provided free of charge to our public health laboratories across the 
country. 

Q Mr. Vice President? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Good. Yeah. Please. 

Q You talked about masks. Dr. Redfield talked about masks. And I 
also have a question for Dr. Redfield, if I could. Senators Fischer and 
Sinema have introduced a bill offering limited liability to companies that 
produce these masks to try to ramp up production. Is that something you 
believe is necessary? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Senator Fischer talked to me about that over the 
weekend, and we're looking at it, and maybe well in the context of the 
supplemental. But I'd refer you to the White House Leg. Council about what 
the status of that is. But I certainly told her we strongly support any 
effort to continue production and availability of masks -- masks and 
gloves. 

And something I talked to Governor Pritzker about in Illinois today 
is what we want our healthcare workers to know is that they're going to 
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have the resources to administer care to patients and be properly 
protected in their own right. As we continue to gather data about how far 
the coronavirus has spread, we don't want our healthcare workers to be 
lacking any of the proper gear. 

Q And to Dr. Redfield: Dr. Redfield, do you have a projection of 
if, given the current rate of spread of this virus, it will spread to all 
50 states? And if so, when? 

DR. REDFIELD: You know, one of the things I've learned since I've had 
this opportunity is, we got to stay grounded in data. We're not -- we 
really can't see the future. We really don't know this virus very 
well. We're being introduced. 

But what we do know for sure, that in the right settings, it does 
have the potential to move quickly, when you think that just a couple 
weeks ago there were less than 3 cases in Korea and now there's 4,500. So 
I just think we -- I'm going to leave it like that. We'll just have to see 
how the data evolves. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: We'll follow up. Thanks. 

Q Thank you, Mr. Vice President. Well, I think we've all learned a 
lot in this whole process, and you've been, as you said, in the job about 
a week now since the President tasked you with this. What do we expect to 
learn in the next week? And what don't we know about this virus? And I 
don't know if that's for you for Dr. Birx or --

 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I think that's a great Dr. Fauci question. He's 
been at this a real long time, and he's the one we're all leaning on. 

Dr. Fauci? 

DR. FAUCI: Well, there are several things that we don't know, I mean 
about the virus in general. For example, the degree to which asymptomatic 
infection a person can actually transmit. We know that it occurs because 
we have anecdotal information from case reports and just anecdotal back 
and forth with our Chinese colleagues. We don't know the extent to which 
that occurs. 

The big unknown that I think we're going to be able to address as we 
get much more widespread ability to test is the degree of infection that 
might be out there that we don't think, just looking at what's going on, 
but we want to be sure. I mean, you want to make decisions -- when we talk 
about risk and things like that -- you want to make decisions based on 
data. And hopefully, very soon, we'll get a lot more data. And when we get 
a lot more data, we'll be able to upgrade, yeah. 

Q And what is "soon"? Is it days, weeks? 

DR. FAUCI: You know, I have to look at the people about the testing 
and when they're going to be --
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DR. HAHN: We already talked about the test timelines. Yeah. 

DR. FAUCI: Yeah. You already spoke about the test timeline. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yeah. Right. 

Q Dr. Fauci, how confident are you that China has been providing 
accurate information about the virus and its spread? 

DR. FAUCI: Right now, today, I'm pretty confident. I mean, in the 
beginning, you know there was that issue where it was said that the virus 
was transmitted only from an animal reservoir to a human, when actually 
there was ongoing transmission for a few weeks. But, right now, the data 
that we're getting from them, the Chinese scientists -- not any other of 
the members of what goes on there from a political standpoint -- but the 
scientists are reporting cases now, one after the other. I have had the 
opportunity to review them. I actually -- Bob and I wrote an editorial in 
the New England Journal of Medicine, based on one of those cases. 

So I think what we're getting right now is good information. 

The other thing that's important, that I mentioned the other day, is 
that as part of the WHO-sponsored team, we had two people on that -- one 
from the CDC and one from the NIH -- who are back now putting together a 
report. So we're going to get some better information right now. But I 
really don't think that there's a degree of, quote, "cover-up" that we're 
missing. I don't think so. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: But let me -- but let me also -- if I can amplify 
on that point: In the last several days, there have been fewer newer cases 
in China than in the rest of the world. 

Q And why is that? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I -- and why is that? (Laughter.) Get used to 
this. 

DR. FAUCI: Okay, so the Chinese have really been -- I would have to 
use that word -- rather "draconian" in the things that they've 
done. They've created a degree of -- you talk about social distancing; I 
think this is taking it to somewhat of the extreme. They've shut down 
travel. They've shut down major cities. They have an entire city of Wuhan, 
which is 11 million people. There are about 55 million people in different 
cities that are not able to have that kind of free transportation as you 
would have imagined in a country like China. 

And right now, some of the cities, like Beijing and Shanghai, they've 
said that if you've been out of the city, you can't come into the city 
from where you've been unless you have 14 days, essentially, of self-
isolation. So they have taken social distancing to its farthest extreme, 
something that I don't think would tenable in this country. 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: Please. 

Q Thank you, Mr. Vice President. It's a travel 
question. Especially, Dr. Redfield, you talk about how this is moving so 
quickly. The President had tweeted out that high-risk countries -- those 
coming from high-risk countries will be treated when they arrive in 
America. Is that happening? Are those coming from Italy, from South Korea 
-- when they arrive here in the United States, are they being tested? And 
are there other people being tested here in America when they arrive from 
other countries? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, we are now screening 100 percent of all 
travelers taking direct flights from all airports in Italy and South Korea 
to the United States of America. At this moment, as of this morning, the 
screening is taking place and it is -- multiple-layered screening is 
taking place in those countries, in cooperation and coordination with us. 

We did have a discussion today with Homeland Security officials, and 
they are preparing recommendations to the President regarding screening on 
our end if we determine that that is also necessary. 

But all passengers on all direct flights from all airports in Italy 
and South Korea are now being screened on multiple occasions before they 
board. Okay? 

Q Can I just add quickly about the market reaction you saw 
today? The Fed took a pretty big step with its cut. The markets don't seem 
to have thought that that was enough. I'm wondering what you think, if 
anything, the federal government, the administration should do. In other 
words, why is it only up to the Fed to calm markets? Should you be 
considering a tax measure, a spending measure? Is there anything you need 
to do to sort of stop the bleeding, if you will, in the markets? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I'm going to stay focused on the task the 
President gave me -- and I promise you it's what the President is focused 
on -- and that's the health and safety of the American people. We had a 
big day on Wall Street yesterday. I think it set a record. Today, I don't 
know where it closed, but it was a little down. 

You know, we really do believe the fundamentals of this economy are 
strong. You look at lowest unemployment in 50 years, consumer confidence 
is high. I was just informed two days ago, from one source, that consumer 
spending continues, at least through the most recent report, to be very 
strong. Housing is strong. 

So the President has said to us: The priority is the health and 
safety of the American people. We believe the strength of the American 
economy will take care of itself. But I'll leave it to our economic team 
to give any further. 

Please. 
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Q Mr. Vice President --

 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I'll take a couple more because I appreciate you 
doing a briefing in this context. 

Q Can you just clarify broadly, based on what the officials have 
said tonight, are there enough tests for the demand that is required? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Let me let the experts say that. 

Dr. Hahn? 

DR. HAHN: We are increasing demand -- or increasing capacity over the 
next several weeks. We will see increasing demand, and we're trying to 
meet that demand with increasing capacity, as I mentioned. 

Q So is that a no? 

DR. HAHN: It's -- we're right now, I'd say we need more capacity, 
and that's what we're doing. 

Q And, Mr. Vice President, one sort of personal follow-up. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yeah. Can I respond to that? 

Q Yeah, of course. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: It's a really good question. You know, I spoke to 
Governor Inslee today in Washington, and he informed me that now their 
university and their state labs are able to be conducting the testing, he 
said. They'll be able to do -- I think the timeframe was 1,000 tests a 
week at one of the facilities. So they're moving forward. 

Because when I started talking with governors last week, one of the 
things they said was, "We want to be able to do the testing in our 
facilities." Okay? And I want to commend the Secretary, I want to commend 
FDA, for just rolling their sleeves up, making some changes this 
weekend. So now we've got states doing it. 

That, we believe, is in a position to deal with the cases that we 
know and the communities that are being impacted, to a large degree. But 
with regard to the general public, it's the reason why Dr. Birx 
recommended today -- and we acted immediately -- to bring -- we had a 
conference call with the CEOs of the top commercial labs in the country. I 
mean, the people that are going to be able to produce at a volume that 
right now, we're focusing on hospitals, we're focusing on universities in 
affected areas. 

But by having these massive commercial lab -- Quest and other 
companies that'll be here at the White House tomorrow -- and we'll have 
you all in when they're in -- is we want to get tests distributed to, you 
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know -- I mean, when my kids were little, we went to MedCheck. Right? I 
mean, go to CVS to be able to pick up -- to hit -- to reach that many 
Americans, we're going to partner with the commercial sector. 

Did I say all of that right? 

DR. BIRX: Perfectly, Mr. Vice President. (Laughter.) 

Q My one follow-up, sir, was: You, apparently, were at a school 
where a student ended up being quarantined later. Any concern about your 
own exposure to this? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: No. None. No. We're using a lot of common 
sense. It's a good time of the year to wash your hands. I shake a lot of 
hands. 

How about right here? I'll grab a couple more, especially for them. 

Q Mr. Vice President, the new guidance from the CDC today, which 
makes it clear any American can be tested subject to doctor's orders, is 
that a result of lessons learned in these earlier cases? What's the 
impetus for this new guidance? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, it is from input that we received from some 
leaders at the state level, who were under the impression there are --
people at the laboratory level were under the impression that the only 
people that should be tested are people that are more than mildly 
symptomatic. 

And we are issuing new guidance to make it clear that, subject to a 
doctor's orders, anyone can be tested. So we don't want -- we don't want 
any confusion on that point, not to say there was confusion. But we're 
issuing new guidance on that, and we'll be publishing that. Bob, that'll 
be published either tonight --

 

DR. REDFIELD: Yeah, either tonight or early in the morning. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: First thing in the morning. Okay? To be 
(inaudible). Please. 

Q So I want to go back to something that was talked about just a 
second ago, in China. Public health experts say the best way to control 
the spread of the virus, I guess, is to sort of shut down group 
gatherings, shuttering schools, closing factories, limiting travel 
gatherings. Is that something the White House is discussing? Is that -- is 
there any potential that these types of measures will be taken to sort of 
get this right under control? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I think I want to have Bob come back up 
here because I think, you know, having been a governor, I can tell you 
that I know intuitively that these decisions are best made at the state 
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and local level. You know, I've spoken to some governors about decisions 
that are being made. We defer to them, and we respect the decision. 

But what we announced today, and OMB will be putting out guidance 
tonight, is that we are simply going to ask all federal agencies to review 
internal travel procedures, and to adhere to all State Department 
advisories. Specifically, we're going to make it clear, if it says "do 
not travel," you do not travel. If it says "additional precaution," take 
additional precaution. Okay? 

Let me go back here. Right there. 

Q Thank you, Mr. Vice President. Yesterday you had this meeting --
the task force had a meeting with the pharmaceutical executives. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: We did. 

Q And I'm sure that was useful. Is this an ongoing, regular type of 
meeting that you will have with them? Was this a one-off? When is your 
next scheduled meeting with pharmaceutical executives in terms of finding 
solutions from them to deal with the coronavirus? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I think it's a great question. Do you want to 
take that one? 

DR. HAHN: It's a great question. We're having ongoing discussions 
with all the developers of therapeutics and diagnostics on a regular 
basis. In fact, as you saw yesterday, they all mentioned the collaborative 
relationship with the FDA is ongoing. We will continue that as we develop 
more therapeutics. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: And I don't know that it got widely reported, but 
they told us yesterday that they had formed a consortium already, that 
they were beginning to share information. And I informed the CEOs of the 
commercial laboratories about that today, and they'll make their own 
decision. 

But one of the things that we heard from one of the CEOs was that 
they have enormous capabilities, but seeing -- and maybe you could unpack 
that -- the capacity issue is something. They want to share information 
about capacity -- and you can clear that -- on testing. 

DR. BIRX: Yeah, I think many of you have gone to your clinics, and 
you'll see a little box outside. And so the tests are done in the clinic 
but then they're shipped to the lab. 

And so that we want to match that capacity of collection with the 
ability to run the assay. And so that's what our discussion will be 
tomorrow, and I think that's a really critical point to really link those 
two pieces perfectly, because if your turnaround times get very long, then 
it's very difficult for the family and the patients. And so we want test 
results to be achieved very quickly, as well as the specimens being able 
to be collected and go to the facilities to be run. 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: Okay. One more back here. Eamon? 

Q Thank you, Mr. Vice President. Today, Google announced that it's 
canceling one of its big annual developers conferences -- a big annual 
event for them. Is that the right call? Are companies that are canceling 
travel and conferences overreacting, or is that the right decision for 
them to make now? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Mr. Secretary, you want to take a swing at that, 
and then maybe we'll have Dr. Fauci speak to it -- what our posture is 
officially, and we'll have the --

 

SECRETARY AZAR: Yeah. So, officially, we don't have guidance on 
companies canceling travel domestically. We've got our outside-the-country 
State Department advisories. But the general rule is: Use common 
sense. We're just asking people to use common sense. And that's the basis 
of the OMB guidance that's going to go out for federal employees. 

And if employers think they minimize some risk by doing that, use 
common sense on that front. We're not advising people to do that, to 
cancel those. We're continuing to evaluate that. 

It's important to remember: Right now, we have very limited number of 
cases and very limited spread here in the United States today. Very 
localized community transmission. 

As I think everybody on this stage has said, that can change very 
rapidly, and as we get more diagnostics out into the field, we're going to 
learn more about where it may have spread. We don't have an 
epidemiological reason to think that there are a lot of cases, but that 
could have happened. 

We do respiratory disease surveillance regularly from the CDC. We 
have not seen spikes or unexplained trends in our respiratory disease 
surveillance that would suggest unknown pockets. But we want to be very 
candid with you and the American people: There are going to be more cases, 
and increased diagnostics are going to yield more cases. And as we learn 
about that, we will make advice about travel. 

But, right now, it's just use common sense, be thoughtful about it, 
assess your own individual condition. You know the example I used earlier 
today is, you know, if you're medically frail and if you're aged, 
medically frail, whatever, maybe not the best time to visit a relative in 
a skilled nursing facility in a community that has community spread right 
now. Okay? Common sense. Common sense. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Dr. Fauci, how about --

 

Q The question was about conventions. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: You want to put a button on that? 
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DR. FAUCI: Yeah, I mean --

 

SECRETARY AZAR: And I said -- and I told you. And I told you: We do 
not have any advisory we are giving about conventions or other business 
travel restrictions. Companies will make their own decisions based on 
their assessment and common sense. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Dr. Fauci, do you want to close on that? 

Q The President is speaking in Las Vegas --

 

DR. FAUCI: Yeah, just to underscore what Secretary Azar said: You 
know, I can't speak, nor can any of us speak, for any individual 
company. I think the leaders of that company -- it depends on, you know, 
risk, how -- their own assessments. They may feel, "Since we're not 100 
percent sure of what's going on, I don't want to take a chance. What are 
we going to lose by cancelling it? Let's just wait and see." I think that 
was the reason for that decision, but that's not a broad, general decision 
for the country. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: We will be back tomorrow. As I said, tomorrow 
we'll be meeting with airline executives. We're meeting with commercial 
laboratory executives. We're continuing to interact with all of our 
agencies and at the task force meeting. And we'll come back in. And I 
appreciate it very much. 

And I think, Katie, still shots are fine on this. Everything is on 
the record. I hope this is helpful. We're going to keep it coming, 
folks. And -- but to the extent that you can convey the facts to the 
American public, it would be a great service. 

And the key fact here is, based on the experts, the risk of 
coronavirus to the American public remains low. But we have engaged a 
whole-of-government approach. We are leaning into this effort. We have 
made progress on making testing available, and we're going to work to 
continue to broaden that out very significantly, not in months, but in the 
weeks ahead, for the American public. And we're going to keep putting 
their health and safety first. 

So, thank you all. 

END 6:46 P.M. EST 
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Ha, Richard 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Vice President 

For Immediate Release March 7, 2020 

REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT PENCE 
IN PRESS GAGGLE AFTER MEETING WITH CRUISE LINE EXECUTIVES 

Port Everglades Administration Building 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: As President Trump has made clear in the initial 
outbreak of the coronavirus in the United States, and every day of this 
administration, this President has no higher priority than the safety, 
health, wellbeing, and security of the American people. 

In January, the President initiated a whole-of-government 
approach. He stood up the White House Coronavirus Task Force and brought 
together some of the best minds in our nation, as well as the most 
talented health and security experts to fashion America's response. 

And 10 days ago, when the President asked me to lead the White House 
response to the coronavirus, and every day since, I've been impressed and 
inspired at the extraordinary cooperation that we've received from 
literally every level. 

Standing before you today, joined as I am by your governor and your 
two senators, the President and I couldn't be more grateful that Congress 
in the remarkably short period of time, in a bipartisan spirit, has made 
more than $8 billion available to respond to the coronavirus. 

We're also grateful for the extraordinary cooperation of state 
leadership. Your governor, and governors across the country in both 
political parties, have come together to put the health and wellbeing of 
America first. 

So it's been a whole-of-government approach, but it's also been a 
whole-of-America approach. And today's meeting with executives from the 
top cruise lines in the country is further evidence of President Trump's 
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determination to bring together all of the resources and all of the 
leadership of this country to confront the coronavirus. 

Let me say a few words about the meeting that we just completed. The 
American people value our cruise line industry. The cruise line industry 
has a strong public health record and has been a strong partner of 
maritime security with the United States Coast Guard. Nevertheless, we all 
recognize the recent challenges posed on the Diamond Princess and the 
ongoing challenge with the Grand Princess in the spread of the 
coronavirus. 

So the President had me gather together today leaders of the cruise 
line industry to ask them to step up their efforts to protect the health 
and safety of their passengers, their crews, and the communities to which 
they all return. 

And I'm pleased to report we just completed a very productive meeting 
that we anticipate will result in significant changes in the practices of 
our cruise lines. And let me outline them briefly, and then I'll ask Adam, 
of the Cruise Lines Association, to speak about what they will be working 
on over the next 72 hours. 

Today, we reached an agreement with the cruise line industry to 
further enhance entry and exit screenings and also to establish shipboard 
testing for the coronavirus. New quarantining standards will be 
coordinated with the CDC for all ships, and we also will be working with 
the industry as they develop a plan to move any patients that contract the 
coronavirus, or otherwise become seriously ill, to land-based facilities. 

Again, let me say: This will be an industry-led effort, but over the 
next 72 hours, I have instructed the Department of Homeland Security, 
Coast Guard, and CDC to work closely with industry leaders to fashion this 
industry-led plan. 

And we anticipate, early next week, that the cruise line industry and 
our administration will be able to announce significant progress in 
ensuring that we're doing all that we can to protect the health and 
wellbeing of the passengers of our cruise lines, crews, and just as 
importantly, the communities to which they return, and our nation as a 
whole. 

The President wanted us to engage the industry once again because the 
American people value our cruise line industry. It brings great joy, it's 
a great entertainment value for Americans. And we want to ensure that the 
American people can continue, as we deal with the coronavirus, to enjoy 
the opportunities in the cruise line industry and be confident that the 
industry and our government at every level are working in concert to 
ensure their health and wellbeing. 

As the President has said often: We're all in this together. And on 
behalf of President Trump, I want to express my appreciation to the 

2 



leadership of the cruise line industry for the progress that we made 
today. We look forward to reaching an agreement on substantive changes. 

But I can assure you, whether it be the cruise line industry or 
(inaudible) by the coronavirus response, under this President, with our 
state partners, with our partners at the federal level, with healthcare 
officials, we're going to continue to put the health of America first. 

Adam? 

MR. GOLDSTEIN: Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President. I would like 
to express the cruise industry's appreciation for the Vice President, for 
the Governor, for the senators, and all of the elected officials and 
agency representatives who were in this meeting today from the federal, 
state, and local level. 

Although there's a lot about the coronavirus situation that is either 
complex or dynamic or both, I want to state in very simple terms the 
determination of the industry to follow through on the sentiments 
expressed in the meeting to develop a significantly enhanced plan, as the 
Vice President mentioned, over the next few days so that the entire cycle 
of guests coming to us, being with us, and leaving us is managed and 
monitored and handled in the most appropriate way to deal with an issue of 
such importance to the country and to the traveling public. 

So we are hard at work already, even since the meeting ended. We look 
forward to a very integrated and fruitful dialogue with all the relevant 
government agencies over the next hours coming. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Adam. Mr. Secretary? 

ACTING SECRETARY WOLF: Well, thank you. And let me say at the outset 
that public health is a matter of homeland security, and so we'll continue 
to work -- the department will continue to work at the behest of the Vice 
President, with the task force, to ensure that the risk to the coronavirus 
-- to the American people remains low. 

DHS, again, is working along the task force and with industry to 
ensure that those that, again, come into the U.S. do not pose a public 
health risk. And again, we'll bring our expertise, as the Vice President 
said, working with the industry. But our expertise in the air, 
environment, and the protocols that we put in place over the last several 
weeks and months to the cruise line industry, and provide that expertise 
to them -- not only the department but also the CDC -- to ensure that the 
plan that they put in place, that they institute, meets those rigorous 
protocols. 

Let me just say -- and again, we will -- the department, along with 
the CDC, will aggressively monitor to ensure that those standards are met 
and executed. 
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The Coast Guard, as the Vice President said, has a long history of 
working with the cruise line industry, both from a safety and a security 
standpoint, and we'll absolutely ensure that that continues. 

Let me just take a minute here, while I have the microphone, to again 
praise the men and women of the Department of Homeland Security for the 
work that they're doing every day, not only at our airports, but at our 
land ports of entry and, of course, our maritime ports of entry. 

It's because of their good work that we're able to continue to keep 
this threat low. Thank you. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Great job. Well done. 

Governor? Please. 

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: Well, Mr. Vice President, thank you for coming 
back to Florida and helping to lead these efforts. I want to thank the 
President. He's a big supporter of the cruise line industry here in 
Florida, but he also is very clear that the safety of the American people 
come first. And I know the Vice President did a great job bringing 
everyone together, delivering that message. 

And I think the industry -- you know, they do take the safety very 
seriously. As this new virus -- we learn more about it, they obviously 
need to take action to make sure that they're keeping their passengers 
safe and not ending up putting undue burdens on the federal resources or 
even our state resources. 

And so I want to thank them for being constructive. We value their --
what they do in the state of Florida (inaudible) an awful lot of people. 

And then, finally, I would just like to say the two fatalities that 
we've seen in Florida thus far were both elderly folks with serious 
underlying medical conditions. And that is the class of folks who are most 
likely, if infected by this virus, to suffer significant health --
significant adverse health consequences. 

And so we've been working now with our nursing homes and the assisted 
living facilities, you know, making sure they're instituting best 
practices. But we really, given our demographics here, have to look at 
COVID-19 and look how it has an effect on those elderly folks with serious 
underlying medical conditions. 

And so we're going to continue the fight here in Florida. Mr. Vice 
President, thanks again. You've been here twice already, and in the task 
force. I think you've been at it for a couple weeks now, so we appreciate 
it. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Governor, very much. 
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Senator? 

SENATOR RUBIO: Well, I also want to thank the Vice President and the 
President for convening this gathering with industry. This is an important 
industry to the state; it's an important economic engine. And no one wants 
to see cruises canceled or discouraged. 

We also cannot afford, as a country, to have another instance in 
which we have three, four, or five thousand passengers and no established 
protocol for how to deal with it. 

And the only way to avoid either of those outcomes is through a 
public-private collaboration, such as the one that the Vice President, at 
the behest of the President, through this task force, convened today. And 
this kind of approach is what I expect you'll see in a number of different 
industries as well. 

And so, this is important news, and I want to thank the industry for 
being part of it as well -- their willingness to step forward. 

(Speaks Spanish.) Muchas gracias. Thank you. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator? 

SENATOR SCOTT: First, I want to thank the President and the Vice 
President. You know, I had eight years as governor, and the way I thought 
about the hurricanes we had and the Zika crisis was: You always prepare 
for the worst and you hope for the best. And you can see that's exactly 
what the Vice President is doing and that's exactly what the President is 
doing. 

In Congress, we've been getting, it seems like, almost daily 
briefings from CDC, from NIH, Homeland Security -- all the federal 
agencies. And you can see, with the Vice President here, is he's 
absolutely committed not only to make sure all Americans stay safe, but 
also keep all of our jobs going. 

I want to thank the Vice President for organizing this roundtable 
today to figure out exactly how the cruise industry can step up and make 
sure people want to continue to go on cruises, and when they go on 
cruises, they remain -- they remain safe. 

I think one thing we all have to always do in these situations is 
figure out how do we get more information out to the public. The public 
wants more information. They want to know what's going on. They want to 
know, you know, what was -- you know, the individuals that unfortunately 
passed away, and our heart goes out to all those -- the families of those 
individuals. What was -- what type of problems did they have? If they were 
on airplanes, which ones were they on? So all of us can figure out how we 
can make a decision on our own to figure out how to keep our family 
safe. And every family I know I talked to -- whether it's my family or 
people in the state -- they all want to be safe. 
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So I want to thank the President and the Vice President for stepping 
up and doing everything they can to make sure there's complete 
transparency all across the board, whether it's state, federal, or local 
efforts. There's complete transparency to keep people safe. 

(Speaks Spanish.) 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: And allow me to invite Dr. Bob Redfield to come 
forward. I've directed CDC, DHS, and the Coast Guard to work very closely 
over the next 72 hours with the cruise line industry. 

And, Bob, you might share a few reflections on the substance of our 
discussion today and the expectation that our administration and the 
American people have of what comes next for the cruise line industry. 

DR. REDFIELD: Thank you, Mr. Vice President. First, I want to make a 
comment that CDC and the cruise line industry has had a long, long 
partnership in protecting the public health of the industry, the people 
that are in the industry, and obviously those individuals, when they come 
back. 

And that's the spirit in which we're here today to continue this 
dialogue to see how we can further enhance the public health situations as 
relates to the coronavirus infection in this nation. 

And we've had a strong commitment, I think as the Vice President 
said, to work with the industry over the next several days, to look at how 
we can enhance those protocols to make travel on cruise ships safer and 
see if we can come to a public health standard that we're confident not 
only protects the passengers, but obviously our nation as these passengers 
disembark. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well said. Thank you, Bob. 

Questions? 

Q Mr. Vice President. Thank you so much, Vice President. We 
appreciate it. Given the great danger of the virus to the elderly 
especially, is the White House discouraging older travelers from taking 
cruises, from flying right now? Just older travelers. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I think you -- I think you raise a really 
good question and a great point. According to our best analysis -- and, 
Bob, maybe you'll step this way -- the head of CDC -- those who are most 
vulnerable to the coronavirus, the serious outcomes, like the two families 
impacted here in Florida -- and our condolences go out to them -- are the 
elderly who have serious underlying health conditions. 

And so one of the things we've spoken to the cruise line industry 
about, and one thing we're trying to make very clear to the American 
people, is that as we deal with the spread of the coronavirus, it is very 
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important -- if you have a family member or are yourself a senior citizen 
with a serious underlying health condition -- this would be a good time to 
practice common sense and to avoid activities, including traveling on a 
cruise line that might unnecessarily expose one to the coronavirus. 

I want to ask Bob to amplify that point, and it's a point that we're 
looking to the cruise line industry for action and for guidance and for 
flexibility with their passengers that might fall into that category. 

Again, the people we believe are most at risk of serious health 
outcomes of the coronavirus are seniors with serious underlying health 
conditions or chronic health conditions. Those Americans should avoid any 
activities that might unnecessarily expose them to the coronavirus. 

And we're going to be looking for leadership from the cruise line 
industry to convey that to those passengers in that category. 

Bob, anything? 

DR. REDFIELD: Thank you, Mr. Vice President. I will add and just echo 
what the Vice President said. The real risk for mortality and serious 
illness is elderlies with significant, significant chronic medical 
conditions. 

I would ask that we all have something that we can do. There's a 
personal responsibility here. We're all in this together, every one of 
us. And when the CDC says: We're asking people to use common sense, wash 
your hands -- 20 seconds soap and water. Okay? It works fine. Cough into 
your elbow. Use a Kleenex to dispose of it. Don't touch your face a 
lot." That's kind of hard to do. If you watch some people, see how long 
they tough their face. They do a lot. If you're sick, stay home. 

And going back to the elderly, it's really important that the 
grandchildren and the children practice those principles -- washing their 
hands -- because it is the vulnerable. Not just vulnerable on cruise 
ships, but we're seeing in some of the areas we have community 
transmission, it's the elderly with chronic medical conditions that are 
having significant illness. And these are the individuals, unfortunately - 
- and I share the Vice President's prayers for those families. We have had 
18 people in this country who's lost their lives already. But they're 
elderly. 

And children and grandchildren can do a lot to help by learning to 
wash their hands, not touch their face. Don't go to see grandmother when 
you're sick. There are very important lessons. We all have a personal 
responsibility here. 

Q Mr. Vice President, there are reports of a second ship that may 
be off the coast of California with similar issues, fears of coronavirus 
on the ship. Is that -- I mean, is there anything that you can tell us 
about that? And if not, are there any other ships of concern out there 
right now? 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: We're tracking. We are tracking, at this point, a 
ship that may have shared crew with the Diamond Princess or the Grand 
Princess. And we've -- we've taken decisive action to hold until we do a 
full medical assessment of the crew on that ship. 

And we'll just continue to lean into this effort. But it really does 
underscore how important today's meeting was, that there are unique 
challenges for cruise lines with regard to the coronavirus or the spread 
of other infectious diseases. 

And let me say, we're -- I know when I meet with the President in 
just a little while, I know he's going to be very grateful for the spirit 
that I saw in the meeting today. We have an industry that has agreed to 
work with CDC, to work with DHS, and establish a whole new level of 
protocols to enhance entry and exit screening, to establish shipboard 
testing for the coronavirus, establish quarantining procedures, and also 
to have in place an existing plan, funded by the industry, for getting 
sick people off the ships and back into an environment where they can 
receive the care that they need on land. 

But we're -- today's developments, and we're still developing facts, 
underscore just how important this meeting was. 

Q Mr. Vice President --

 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Please. 

Q Are you considering meetings with the executive of the parks, 
Disney and Orlando, soon? 

And if you can say something about the meeting today between Donald 
Trump and the President of Brazil related to the Venezuelan crisis. Thank 
you. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, let me stick -- I'm going to ask the head 
of CDC to speak about -- whether it be Disney World or theme parks -- what 
guidance might you give the public with regard to that? 

And let me -- let me emphasize again: One of our favorite places to 
go when my children were young, and even before my children came, was in 
Orlando. And we want to be clear that it is safe for healthy Americans to 
travel. It's a good time to use common sense and be careful. 

But one of the things that we've been working with your governor on 
and with other leaders around the country is to make it clear that whether 
it be Disney World, whether it be other destinations, whether it be cruise 
ships, as Dr. Redfield just said, that those most at risk are seniors with 
serious or chronic underlying health conditions. 

Otherwise, Americans can confidently travel in this country; 
confidently enjoy all the benefits of this country. And, frankly, other 
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than the advisories that we have put in place in Italy and in South Korea, 
and of course, other countries where we've suspended any travel of the 
American people, the American people can continue to go about their 
business. 

But maybe you could speak to that. 

DR. REDFIELD: Thank you, Mr. Vice President. I want to echo what the 
Vice president said. You know, at this time, the risk to the American 
people is low in most areas of the United States. We do have a few areas 
of significant community transmission. 

One thing we can all take pride in is that this nation has the best 
public health infrastructure, really driven by the backbone of the local 
and state health departments. And Florida is no exception to being 
prepared. 

We are tracking to see where these cases are confirmed. And when we 
see evidence of sustained community transmission, then that tips into us 
recommending mitigation strategies. 

I would encourage people to go after their regular daily lives. I did 
say I want people to all use common sense and do their role and 
responsibility, and basic hygiene products that we talked about. But I 
would not encourage anyone to change their plans at this point. Based on 
what the epidemiology is here in Florida, they can enjoy Disneyland; they 
should enjoy the rest of Florida. 

Q Did you have to get tested for COVID-19 after having been at the 
AIPAC conference? This is the first one. 

And the second one: It took China two weeks to report their emergency 
to the World Health Organization and another 10 days before they could 
implement fly restrictions. How do you -- or how do we really know 
precisely who is infected, where they are, and how many people they were 
in contact with? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: The answer to your first question is no. I have 
not been tested for the coronavirus. In fact, we were able to confirm that 
I had not come into contact with that young person. And we wish them and 
their family a swift recovery. 

With regard to China, it's important -- it's important the American 
people know that when President Trump suspended all travel from the United 
States to China, he did what no president in American history had ever 
done. And not only did we take that step, but the President also directed 
the Americans who were returning from China, or those that were returning 
from the Diamond Princess that had been in the Asia Pacific, were all 
quarantined as they returned to the United States. 

We're establishing the exact same measures with the Grand Princess, 
which we announced a plan yesterday will be -- the people will be getting 
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off that ship in the days ahead, and all those -- all those Americans will 
be fully tested and quarantined as necessary. We're going to put their 
health, and the health and safety and wellbeing of the communities they 
return to, and the nation as a whole, first. 

We continue to be informed that the number of new cases in China 
today is lower than new cases in the balance of the world. And President 
Trump has a strong relationship with President Xi. We've had CDC 
personnel on the ground in China. We'll continue to offer assistance to 
them and to any country in the world that deals with the coronavirus. 

But the steps that the President took in late January to suspend all 
travel and quarantine returning Americans, every health expert that I've 
spoken to has told me has measurably added to our ability to mitigate the 
impact of this virus in our country. As Dr. Fauci said not long ago, it 
bought us considerable time to work at every level to respond to the 
coronavirus crisis. And we'll continue to lean into it with the same 
urgency. 

Thank you all very much. 

END 
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PRESS BRIEFING 
BY VICE PRESIDENT PENCE 

AND MEMBERS OF THE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE 

James S. Brady Press Briefing Room 

5:43 P.M. EDT 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon. We've just completed today's 
meeting of the White House Coronavirus Task Force and I couldn't be more 
proud of the efforts of the men and women standing behind me or all of 
those standing behind them. 

President Trump said from early on that this would be a whole-of-
government approach. And today gives evidence of the fact that it is also 
a whole-of-America approach. We're bringing the full resources of the 
federal government and the full resources of -- of this great economy and 
our great business sector to bear in protecting the American people and 
protecting American families. 

A few updates from today: As we continue to expand testing 
availability across the country -- testing is now available at all state 
labs. By the end of this week, there will be more than 4 million more 
tests made available in jurisdictions around the country; 1 million are 
already in place. And thanks to the good work of our top commercial labs 
that the President Trump brought together yesterday, LabCorp and Quest are 
in the process now of distributing and marketing coronavirus tests all 
across America. And we're working with state local officials to ensure 
that that happens as rapidly as possible. 

But as the testing is expanding, we wanted to make sure the American 
people knew that testing was available to them and that cost would not be 
a barrier. 
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Today, President Trump assembled the top health insurance executives 
in America. And, as we announced earlier today, all of our major health 
insurance companies have now joined with Medicare and Medicaid and agreed 
to waive all co-pays; cover the cost of all treatment for those who 
contract the coronavirus; they've committed to no surprise billing; and 
they've committed to encourage telemedicine. 

It was a year ago that Medicaid actually expanded to pay for 
telemedicine. Medicare pays for telemedicine. So now, for seniors who may 
think that they are either at risk or have contracted the disease, they 
can get medical advice without having to go to the doctor or go to an 
emergency room. 

I know I speak for President Trump when I say how grateful we are to 
see our health insurance industry step forward to meet this need so that - 
- that no American should be concerned about -- about being able to pay 
for or afford the cost of a coronavirus test if they deem and their doctor 
deems it to be appropriate and necessary. 

The President also went to Capitol Hill today to meet with members of 
the United States Senate Republican caucus. There, he talked about an 
economic package, including a call -- he's calling for payroll tax 
relief. And I think, most important to the President's heart, we want to 
make sure that hourly workers -- hardworking, blue-collar Americans that 
may not have paid family leave today -- that small- and medium-sized 
businesses in America would be afforded the resources to provide paid 
leave so that no one would feel that they have to go to work if they might 
be infected or if they might have been exposed to the coronavirus. 

We had a good reception on Capitol Hill. Our legislative teams have 
fanned out. We're going to be working with Republican and Democrat 
leadership to move an economic package. Larry Kudlow will be reflecting on 
that in just a few moments. 

We also talked about what are known as N95 masks and we're working --
Senator Deb Fischer and others have important legislation that would 
extend temporary liability protections so that masks that are made for 
industrial use could be sold to hospitals to ensure that our healthcare 
workers are properly protected and outfitted. And we're grateful for 
growing bipartisan support for that measure, and we're going to be working 
earnestly with Republicans and Democrats to move a reform that would make 
more N95 masks available. 

I'm also pleased to report that we did receive, this afternoon, a 
comprehensive proposal from the cruise line industry -- a proposal that 
includes advanced screening, improving medical services on ships, 
providing for airlift evacuation and land-based care at the expense of the 
cruise lines for anyone that might be not only infected with the 
coronavirus, but with any serious illness. We'll be reviewing that in the 
next 24 hours. The President's objective is for us to make cruise lines 
safer, even as we work with the cruise lines to ensure that -- that no one 
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in our particularly vulnerable population is -- is going out on a cruise 
in the near future. 

I'm going to recognize Dr. Fauci to talk about where we are. 
And Dr. Birx will give us some research that she's done on the 
scope. We'll have other updates. But let me say once again: This is a 
whole-of-government approach and from early on, President Trump has 
insisted that our -- that our government at the federal level, all of our 
partners at the state level work in concert to protect the American 
people. 

And, as we stand here today, the risk to the average American of 
contracting the coronavirus remains low, but we're absolutely determined 
to give every American the tools and the information that they need to 
protect themselves, their families, their -- their workplace, their 
schools. And -- and we're going to work together. We're going to work 
together to see our way through this. And -- and working with leaders in 
both parties in Congress, working with -- with leaders at the state level 
all across this nation, I'm confident we will. 

With that, Dr. Tony Fauci for an update on the status. 

DR. FAUCI: Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President. Just to give you 
a very brief sketch of what we do every day: The cases continue to 
increase globally. We're parti- -- paying particular attention to the 
cases in Europe in Italy and France, in which we're starting to see that 
up at the same time as the relative number of new cases come down from 
China. What we're seeing in Europe is that Europe is in that upslope. So 
that's something that is expected. That's the way these kinds of outbreaks 
go. This is not a surprise to anybody if you look at the history of 
infectious diseases outbreaks. 

In the United States, we continue to have new cases. As of this 
morning, there was 712, I believe, with 27 deaths. Guaranteed, by the time 
of this evening, that's going to be up and there'll be several more. And 
tomorrow, there'll be several more. 

So we realize that this is something obviously that we've been saying 
all along that we're taking very seriously. Now, the question is, what are 
we going to do about that? And there are a number of things that one can 
do in order to blunt it. If you look at the curves of outbreaks -- you 
know, they go big peaks and then they come down. What we need to do is 
flatten that down. That would have less people infected; that would 
ultimately have less deaths. You do that by trying to interfere with the 
natural flow of the outbreak. 

So what we're saying today is that although we keep coming in and 
saying, appropriately, that as a nation, the risk is relatively low, there 
are parts of the country right now that are having community spread in 
which the risk there is clearly a bit more than that. And you know the 
places: you know, Washington State, California, New York, and Florida. 
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But what I want to talk to you about today, just for a moment or two, 
is that we would like the country to realize that, as a nation, we can't 
be doing the kinds of things we were doing a few months ago. That it 
doesn't matter if you're in a state that has no cases or one case, you 
have to start taking seriously what you can do now. That if and when the 
infections will come -- and they will come. Sorry to say, sad to say they 
will. But when you're dealing with an infectious disease -- you know, we 
always have that metaphor that people talk about that Wayne Gretzky, you 
know, he doesn't go where the puck is, he's going where the puck is going 
to be. Where we want to be: where the infection is going to be, as well as 
where it is. 

So what we have here -- if you could see that here what -- is here is 
that if you go to Coronavirus.gov -- remember when Dr. Birx, yesterday, 
mentioned some of the things that we put together? These are really 
simple: keeping the workplace safe, keeping the home safe, keeping the 
school safe, and keeping commercial establishments safe. This should be 
universal for the country. Everyone should be doing that, whether you live 
in a zone that has community spread or not. When you have community 
spread, you obviously are going to ratchet up the kinds of mitigations 
that you have. But at a minimum, this is the minimum that we should be 
doing. So everybody should say, "All hands on deck. This is what we need 
to do." 

So I'll stop there and later I'll be happy to answer questions. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr. Fauci. 

Dr. Birx? 

DR. BIRX: Thank you, Mr. Vice President, and thank you, Dr. Fauci, 
for that clarity. We continue to monitor the situation across the country 
and across the globe. And we are very fortunate -- between Dr. Fauci and 
I, we have long-term contracts out there in many of these countries that 
are experiencing current outbreaks. 

We continue to review all the scientific literature to look for 
insights and to really determine who's at the greatest risk. And that's 
why we've talked to you about people with immunodeficiencies at any age, 
people with medical conditions, and the elderly, and how important it is 
all of us to take these precautions in the household to protect others 
because we have circulating flu and other respiratory diseases at this 
time. 

We all have to act like all of those diseases -- any respiratory 
disease can be transmitted to others. And as we said yesterday, we're 
hoping that decreases all the respiratory disease we're experiencing. 

Finally, we got new reports out of China, who had nine pregnant women 
during an acute COVID infection and all nine were infected. Both -- and 
they delivered while they were infected and all nine babies were healthy 
and the mothers were healthy. So we continue to look for data like that to 
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be reassuring to the American public. At the same time, ensuring that 
every single person is participating in this response to this virus and 
taking those precautions that we should be taking every day. 

If we start doing this today, we will be ready next year for any of 
our respiratory diseases because I think we'll be able to show that these 
simple -- simple household, simple work, simple school, simple business 
approaches across the country can change all of our respiratory diseases. 

So we thank you for getting the message out. We thank you for the 
participating and ensuring in your households and in households around 
America that we're protecting all of those who need our support right now. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Excellent. Thank you, Dr. Birx and Dr. Fauci. And 
this information is available at Coronavirus.gov. 

And as we said, we can't say often enough, the risks of contracting 
the coronavirus to the average American remains low. But for senior 
citizens with serious underlying chronic health conditions, the potential 
for serious consequences is very real. And make no mistake about it, by 
practicing these habits in your home, your school, and your business, 
you're not only protecting your health, but you're also protecting those 
that are most vulnerable. 

With that, for an update on our -- the progress that President Trump 
made today with our health insurance companies, I'd like to recognize 
Seema Verma. 

ADMINISTRATOR VERMA: As the Vice President said, we had a terrific 
meeting with the insurance companies, a real example of a public-private 
partnership where they agreed to waive co-pays for testing, not do any 
surprise billing, and also cover the costs of the COVID virus associated 
costs. 

The other things that they did is they asked the President for more 
flexibility in Medicare Advantage plans and the President agreed to do 
that. And so today, we issued guidance to our Medicare Advantage plans 
that not only can they waive the costs for the tests, but they can also go 
further to removing prior author- -- authorization requirements. They can 
waive prescription refill limits. They can allow for mail delivery of 
prescription drugs and expand more access to telehealth services if they 
weren't offering that in their plan. 

Also, at CMS, we continue to work with healthcare providers around 
infection control practices. We met with home health agencies and also 
hospitals, and today we issued guidance to dialysis facilities, as well as 
home health agencies around infection control. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: There's been a great deal of attention about the 
Grand Princess. And HHS, working with the Coast Guard and with the 
Department of Defense, is currently working through disembarking American 

5 



passengers, returning foreign nationals to their country. And I wanted to 
ask Secretary Azar to speak and update us on the progress. 

SECRETARY AZAR: Thank you. So with regard to the Grand Princess, I 
wanted to first express our appreciation to Governor Newsom, to the Mayor 
of Oakland, the people of Oakland, the longshoremen, the stevedores who've 
helped with bringing it in and clearing the -- clearing the dock area so 
that we can do all of our operations there. We've got Admiral Abel here 
with us today, who's been leading the Coast Guard efforts. And then Deputy 
Secretary Biegun from State has done incredible work with our foreign 
partners to help with the repatriation of their nationals who are on board 
the ship. 

As of -- our data that I've got is as of noon, Pacific Time, 
today. So this will have increased quite substantially since -- since my 
last update. But as of noon, Pacific, we had 548 individuals who have been 
offloaded from the ship. Two hundred and twenty-eight Canadians are 
already back in Canada -- flown there, I believe it was overnight. A 
hundred and seventy-one Californians were taken by the government of 
California and are now at Travis -- Travis Air Base. Twenty-six 
individuals were sick, and they're being -- they are being treated for 
various -- it could be from the novel coronavirus, it could also just be 
we had some frail individuals who are sick that needed treatment. 

Our goal is to get all of the citizens of California off today to be 
in the care of the California State Government, as well as to get the UK 
citizens off today so that they could be repatriated to the United 
Kingdom. We continue to work with other countries on all of those 
maneuvers. We will have non-California residents who will be in transport 
to the bases at Dobbins and at Lackland today, we hope, but -- or tonight. 

So everything is progressing. It seems to be progressing well. We're 
using the highest isolation quarantine procedures, medical screenings 
possible to ensure the safety of not just the passengers but also of the 
local communities and all of the healthcare workers and others --
emergency responders who are helping. So thanks to all of our partners for 
this -- their help with this very complex operation. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yeah. Well done. Good report. And let me echo the 
Secretary's appreciation to Governor Gavin Newsom, the State of 
California, the City of Oakland. It has literally been a seamless 
partnership. Everyone on that ship will be tested, isolated, and 
quarantined as appropriate and provided with treatment. The crew on the 
ship, other than those who were ill, will be quarantined on the ship 
offshore. But it really represented the kind of partnership and 
cooperation from every level of government that -- that every American, I 
know, is grateful to see. 

With that, on the economic front: Larry Kudlow. 

MR. KUDLOW: Thank you, sir. All right, yesterday, in a meeting in the 
Oval, the President -- acknowledging there are going to be challenges on 
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the health and economic side, he mentioned that he intended to bring the 
full power of the federal government to deal with these challenges. And 
accordingly, as the Vice President said, up at the Republican Senate 
luncheon today -- and he mentioned it in this room yesterday -- President 
Trump has unveiled his proposals -- strong proposals -- for a temporary 
payroll tax cut holiday, which I think he would prefer to last through the 
end of the year. 

Also, administratively, as Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and others have 
suggested, we are trying to -- we will use assistance to unpaid sick leave 
people -- a very important point; also small and medium businesses --
another important point. And also, possibly, to some distressed industries 
or sectors in the economy, maybe tax deferral might be a useful tool and 
other means. 

So this is strong, across-the-board package. We are consulting with 
leaders in the House and the Senate, with respect to this package and 
particularly the payroll tax holiday. 

Let me just say, coming into this difficult period, the economy is in 
fundamentally in good shape. We saw a blockbuster jobs report last 
Friday. Today, for example, the Small Business Confidence Index -- the 
NFIB Business Confidence Index registered a very strong number, keeping 
its near-record high. The unemployment remains low at 3.5 percent. Other 
indicators look pretty good. We had a lot of momentum in the first 
quarter. Good thing. 

I recognize the challenges and that is why we are proposing these 
fiscal measures to combine with monetary measures that have already 
taken. 

And again, I will repeat the President's words -- it just struck me, 
as his determination -- he intends to bring the full power of the federal 
government to deal with these health and economic challenges. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Larry. Well said. And a word from 
Surgeon General Jerome Adams. General. 

SURGEON GENERAL ADAMS: Good evening, everyone. As Surgeon General, 
whether it's opioids or cigarettes or the coronavirus, my job is to help 
the American people understand how to live a healthy life. And I'm asking 
all of you -- I'm imploring all of you to help share my prescription for 
America to overcome this coronavirus situation that we're in. 

There are three parts to it. Number one: Know your risk. As you've 
heard many times but it's still important to impress upon America: If you 
are immunocompromised, if you have chronic medical conditions, if you are 
over the age of 60, you are at higher risk. If you are a child or young 
adult, you are less likely to be impacted by the coronavirus. 

Number two -- the second part of the prescription: Know your 
circumstances. Are you in an environment where you can telework? Are you 
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planning on going to large gatherings like church? Do you live in a 
community that is being particularly impacted by the coronavirus? And you 
can find out this information from your state or local health 
department. Does your state have a hotline that you can call into to help 
you assess symptoms? Again, knowing your circumstances. 

And number three, and this is the most important part: Know what you 
can do to stay safe. And we have really leaned into 
Coronavirus.gov. Please send people to that website. We've put the tools 
on there for individual groups, specific audiences, so that people can 
understand how to stay -- stay safe. If we follow this prescription, we 
will -- we will overcome the coronavirus. 

As Dr. Fauci said, we will see more cases. Unfortunately, we are 
likely to see more deaths. We have not hit the peak of this epidemic quite 
yet, but if we follow this prescription, then we will decrease the number 
of people who are impacted, we will decrease the number of people who will 
die, and we will more quickly get to the end of this situation. Thank you. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Great job. Great job. Questions? Please. 

Q Mr. Vice President, that poster right there, it says to avoid 
crowding, consider rearranging large activities. So will the Pence-Trump 
campaign suspend campaign rallies and other activities? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I think that'll be a decision that's made, 
literally, on a day-to-day basis. I thought Dr. Fauci spoke to that 
yesterday very well, that we're going to -- I'm very confident that the 
campaign will -- will take the very best information and make the very 
best decision going forward. 

But these proposals are -- are things that every American can do all 
across the country that -- that will reduce the risk of either contracting 
or being exposed to the coronavirus. 

Q Mr. Vice President, on the economic package, the word "unveiled" 
was just used, but so far the public has not seen it. How big is this 
package? How big is the payroll tax cut going to be? When is the general 
public going to see what you all have put together? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Right. Larry? 

MR. KUDLOW: We are working out details right now, so I don't want to 
quote any numbers ahead of a time. You know, you make a proposal, we're 
checking with the leaders of both parties in both Houses and see what is 
doable, and where the, you know, tough knots are going to be. So I don't - 
- I don't want to get into any detail. 

I think the outline of the thing is very important. The payroll tax 
holiday is probably the most important, powerful piece of this. But on 
the other hand, I want to draw attention -- we can use administration and 
executive authority, again, to help unpaid sick leave people, which is 
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very important. We can use it for the medium and smaller businesses, which 
is very important. Other distressed sectors. We have some leverage on tax 
deferral. 

We know -- I mean, look, I will say again, as I have for quite some 
time: The economy is strong. We also know there are going to be problems 
ahead. We know there are going to be challenges ahead. We don't deny 
it. We'll see. I want to take that a day at a time and a fact at a time, a 
statistical release at a time. 

But anyway, this will be the broad package. And at some point in the 
-- in the near future, we will outline a more detailed package for you. 

Q Actually, maybe while Larry is still up here -- unless you want 
to answer it, Mr. Vice President. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: No. You can go right ahead. (Laughter.) 

Q The President proposed to the GOP policy lunch today to remove 
the entire payroll tax from both employers and employees. That would be a 
12.4 percent reduction. Back in 2010, we had a 2 percent reduction. Can 
you basically eliminate, for however number of months, the payroll tax 
without blowing a huge hole in the budget? And, furthermore, the President 
told the lunch he -- he'd like to make that cut permanent. How do you do 
that? 

MR. KUDLOW: You know, the payroll tax holiday is a bold move. It's a 
very bold move, and this has always been a bold President. And we've been 
cutting taxes and rolling back regulations and changing trade deals and 
opening up the energy sector and doing things that nobody thought we could 
do before, John. We've had pretty good economic results for it. We're in a 
challenge period now; I get that. 

So, with respect to your question on the specifics, I think there'll 
be a big -- a big growth payoff. I -- I think it'll help deal with 
whatever challenges occur in the next few months. I think, beyond that, 
ameliorating the tax burden on the middle class -- the so called blue-
collar boom that I talk quite a bit about -- that's what this is aimed 
for. That's really what the payroll tax is principally about. By lifting 
the burdens of those middle-class folks, I think we're going to get a big 
growth kicker. 

We've had a terrifically strong labor market, as you know. It may 
stall a bit or not. I'm just speculating on the -- on the challenges of 
the -- on the health side. But I think, over time, we'll make it up with 
much better economic growth. And I will remind also that, later on, way 
down the road -- probably later this summer, early fall -- we will unveil 
another package of tax cut and tax reform proposals. 

But, yeah, it's a bold proposal, and this is a bold President, and I 
think it's paid off. 
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Q If you were to make it permanent, can you backfill from general 
revenue to make up for -- I mean, the -- in fiscal year '21, Social 
Security, unemployment insurance, and Medicare Part A revenues are $1.23 
trillion. Can you find that money somewhere else? 

MR. KUDLOW: Well, I would just say, we're not talking about Medicare 
at this point. I'm going to -- the an- -- by the way, the answer is 
yes. You can backfill it. And that has been done before because we've had 
other payroll tax cuts, and you mentioned one of them in 2010 or 2011. 

So, the answer to that is yes. And the answer is we will always 
maintain a solvent Social Security system. But, you know, tax reform is 
very important. Economic growth is very important. Incentives for middle-
and lower-income workers are very important. And I would just add: You 
know, in terms of the boldness of this President's policies, despite what 
some of our critics think, actually it's the middle and lower-middle 
people that have done the best in wage growth terms. And I think this is 
absolutely consistent. This lifts tax burdens on the middle class. I think 
it's absolutely consistent with his earlier policies. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: And let me -- let me also say, John, if I can, 
that the other piece of this is -- is what the doctors have said to 
us. What the experts have said is: If you're sick, if you have reason to 
suspect that you may have coronavirus, we want you to stay home. And the 
President is absolutely adamant -- working with Congress or using his 
executive authority to ensure that hourly workers, people working for 
small- or medium-sized businesses that don't currently have paid family 
leave, will -- will be able to stay home and be confident that they're not 
losing a paycheck. 

I think every American can identify with that concern. And -- and 
we're going to work forward, whether we do it legislatively or the 
President has some -- some resources in his executive authority to 
act. We're going to work to make sure that that hourly workers don't feel 
like you have to go to work sick because you're risking a paycheck. Get 
home, stay home, take those couple of weeks to get better. 

Eamon. 

Q Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Vice President. I want to drill down on 
something that Larry just said though. Because in 2018, according the 
Center for Budget and Policy Priorities, federal payroll taxes generated 
$1.17 trillion. It's an enormous figure. Larry, you're suggesting that you 
can make that up from general revenue. Where are you going to get a 
trillion dollars from? 

MR. KUDLOW: You know, let us put the proposal out in concrete details 
and flesh that out, and we'll have much better answers. Right now, I want 
to stay in my lane. And I think the health story, the coronavirus story, 
is -- is very, very important here. 
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We will do the best we can, Eamon, to give you specific plans and 
details once we flesh them out. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes, please. 

Q I have a question about the increased testing capacity. We're --
we're still seeing reports of severe rationing in many cases because of 
the limited supply. It appears to be close to impossible for average 
Americans to get tested without being hospitalized first. So when can the 
American people expect to see these test kits available at doctors' 
offices, in urgent care, at minute clinics, that sort of thing --
specifically when? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I'm going to have the Secretary step 
forward and address that. But let me say we've made great progress over 
the last week. A million tests are in the field. Every state lab in 
America can do coronavirus tests. If you -- if you're concerned that you 
have coronavirus, your doctor can contact the state lab, can have a test 
processed. 

By the end of this week, another 4 million tests will be 
distributed. But to your very important question, we're working day by day 
with the largest commercial labs in America. We had -- we had some good 
discussions today with outside experts as well, who said that when the 
President brought the commercial labs in, he did exactly the right thing 
because it's those big companies that have logistics, infrastructure all 
over the country, have labs all over the country, that can distribute the 
tests, process the tests -- whether it's Quest or whether it's LabCorp. 

And we believe that, in the days and weeks ahead, we're going to 
continue to see the availability of tests dramatically rise, and we're 
driving toward that every day. 

Mr. Secretary, did you want to add to that? 

SECRETARY AZAR: Sure, and maybe Dr. Redfield can add in also. 

So, by the end of this weekend, we had 1.1 million tests that were 
actually shipped. We have another 1 million that are either in transit or 
waiting for orders. So we actually have a surplus capacity already of 
tests that have been produced. And, as the Vice President said, by the end 
of this week, there will be another 4 million tests. So the tests are out 
there, the tests are in every public health lab in the country; they're in 
hospitals; they're in labs. 

But I think there's a false premise in your question, which is the 
notion that just because I, as a person say, "Oh, I'd like to be tested 
for the novel coronavirus," I should be going to a minute clinic or some 
other facility and just walking in and saying, "Give me my test, 
please." That's not how diagnostic testing works in the United States or, 
frankly, almost anywhere in the world. 
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Q But isn't that what President Trump said on Friday? He said, 
"Anyone who wants to get tested can get tested." 

SECRETARY AZAR: It always -- if their doctor -- we've always been 
clear: If their doctor or public health physician believes they should be 
tested, it needs to always be clinically indicated to receive a test. 

So it's a false premise -- go to your doctor if you -- first, 
actually, don't go to your doctor; call your doctor's office if you 
believe you may have the novel coronavirus. Call the clinic, call the 
hospital, call the doctor's office, so that you don't just walk right 
in. Follow their infection control procedures for doing that. 

And then they will decide, working with you, whether a test is 
appropriate to be done. But there are millions of tests out there now and 
it's going to -- as the Vice President said with Quest and LabCorp getting 
it at the doctor's office, swabbing their distribution and transport 
system, it's going to be an even better, closer-to-the-patient experience 
as I prom- -- as I talked to you on Saturday, when we met together. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: That's very good. And to answer you, I'm going to 
ask Dr. Birx to speak to this too because she's just done a tremendous job 
bringing our commercial labs to bear on this. 

But to your other point, the President directed us to essentially 
change the criteria that CDC was giving labs around the country. We heard 
from governors around the country that people that were only mildly 
symptomatic were being told that they couldn't be tested. We changed that; 
we changed that description. And so, as the President said, anyone who, on 
a doctor's order, wants to be tested can, at a doctor's indication, be 
tested now. 

We're working to fill that need. And we're making great progress 
every single day. But I wanted Dr. Birx to speak to it as well. 

DR. BIRX: Yeah. I just wanted to talk to you briefly about what 
happened in decreasing barriers. I've been a lab person, I've been a 
vaccine developer, I've been a doctor -- I've been all those things, but 
I've never, in my lifetime of government service, have worked with the CDC 
in a way that, every time the state or local government calls and says, "I 
have this barrier. I need a modification to the regulations," that has 
happened almost daily. 

And the reason we have commercial labs willing to step in immediately 
is because the FDA has created that ability and posted on their website --
I don't know if you've been there -- this unbelievable waiver system and 
the clear definitions there. Every single hospital, every single 
university can utilize this testing algorithm. And that's highly unusual, 
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but it's also what's bringing the super large, high-throughput companies 
to the -- to the table. 

And I just want to -- this has been unique for me to be able to see 
this unbelievable dialogue between what states need, what local 
governments need, and federal government being responsive with changing 
those regulations. And that has been really wonderful to watch. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr. Birx. Did I get you right here? 

Q Yes, I wanted to ask -- I guess the administration has really 
touted the success of the travel ban on China and Iran. Why has it not 
extended those bans to South Korea or Japan or Italy? And is it still 
under consideration or has the administration really shifted to mitigation 
from containment? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I'm going to let -- I'm going to let Dr. 
Birx speak to that in a moment. But there is no question, as Dr. Fauci 
said just a few days ago, we would be in a very different place if 
President Trump had not suspended all travel from China. 

And we would also, I suspect, be in a very different place if we 
hadn't issued travel advisories for portions of Italy or portions of South 
Korea, and initiated screening of all passengers on all direct flights 
into the United States from both of those countries. 

I will tell you, we had a very -- we had a very thorough discussion 
today of the prospect of recommending to the President additional travel 
advisories. What we're doing, particularly as Dr. Fauci said, is we're 
following the facts. And -- and we're going to bring those recommendations 
forward in the time and manner that we, as the White House Coronavirus 
Task Force, determine are appropriate. 

But let me tell you, it is literally a day-to-day consideration. And 
we're going to continue to put the health and safety of America first. 

Dr. Birx, did you want to amplify that or --

 

DR. BIRX: I think that was perfectly said. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Dr. Fauci, did you want to? 

How about you? 

Q Thank you. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Sure. 

13 



Q Tom Bossert, who used to be a part of this administration, had an 
op-ed where he basically said that the U.S. has 10 days before hospitals 
could be overrun. He recommended that schools be shut down for maybe eight 
weeks. What does the administration think about that? Does it agree that 
we -- that the U.S. could be at the point where there could be a turning 
point in the next 10 days or so? And what about keeping schools 
open? Should they be kept open? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, let me say, the recommendations that you 
have and that every American now has at Coronavirus.gov apply to every 
jurisdiction in the country, every state and every community, irrespective 
of whether or not there's been a coronavirus case established. 

I will tell you that we're working very closely with California, 
Washington, New York, Florida to develop community-specific 
recommendations for those areas where we have had what is known as 
community spread: a number of coronavirus cases that appear that is being 
transmitted in the community. 

In the next 24 hours, working with those states, we'll be publishing 
CDC's recommendations for what ought to be done. But I want to turn it 
over to Dr. Fauci to tell you that we really think the most important 
thing here is that we continue to bring the facts forward to the American 
people. And that -- and that our proposals and our recommendations, while 
-- while all of these apply to everybody in the United States and it'll 
help reduce the infection rate of the coronavirus -- that, for those 
communities that are being impacted, we're going to develop specific 
recommendations that'll make the most sense for them. 

Dr. Fauci? 

Q Thank you. And, Dr. Fauci, can you say whether -- is it -- can 
you wait until there's community spread to make some of these decisions? 

DR. FAUCI: Well, it depends on the degree of community spread. I mean 
community spread could be just a small amount or you could start to see 
multiple generations. 

But getting to your individual question -- that everything is on the 
table for consideration. So the idea that we're not closing all -- I mean, 
I think, for the country right now to say we're going to close all the 
schools in the country, I don't think would be appropriate. 

With school closures, the appropriate -- depending upon not whether 
you have already -- the horse is out of the barn -- but when you start to 
see, "We're getting a little bit danger here, so let's do it." 

So it's incorrect to say, "Now everything has happened bad, let's 
close the school." And it's incorrect to say, "Let's just blanket close 
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the schools in the entire country tonight." I don't think that that would 
be appropriate. But I do think it would be appropriate to carefully try 
and do things like closing, but there's other things besides closing. 

To do real mitigation sometime before you think you really need it --
that gets back to what I said a few moments ago about where the puck is 
going to be. But you want to make sure you're not so far ahead that you 
overshoot. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Great. 

Q Just real quick, should the President stop shaking hands with 
people? He just did it at the Medal of Freedom ceremony a few moments 
ago. On this sign up here, it says you should stop handshaking if you're 
at your workplace and in your school or in commercial 
establishments. Should the President set that example? I noticed you've 
been opting for the elbow bump. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I've been shaking hands too. (Laughter.) 

Q What -- what do you make of that? Is that necessary, do you 
think, at this point? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, look, as the President has said, in our 
line of work, you shake hands when someone wants to shake your hand. And I 
expect the President will continue to do that. I'll continue to do it. 

What -- what this is, is a broad recommendation for Americans. But a 
really good recommendation is to wash your hands often. And -- and all the 
experts tell me that, while people want to -- want to get the various 
sanitizing lotions, washing your hands with hot soap and water for 20 
seconds is just as good as any lotion you can buy. 

So, how about right there? How about one or two more? 

Q So is it a plan to coordinate a response with other countries? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I'm sorry, say again? 

Q Is it a plan to coordinate a response with other countries in the 
continent? President Trump met President from Brazil, Bolsonaro, this 
weekend. Did they talk about coronavirus? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I know that they spoke about a broad range of 
issues, and I'm confident that coronavirus was discussed. 

What I -- what I can tell you is that our focus is on the health and 
wellbeing of the American people. We're going to continue to communicate 
with nations across this hemisphere and across the country. But what the 
President has given us as a mission of the White House Coronavirus Task 
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Force is to see to the health and wellbeing of the American people, and 
we'll continue to make recommendations to do just that. 

How about one more? 

Q Thank you. Mr. Vice President. Two questions. One on Washington 
State. They made a request of strategic stockpile for, they said, 233,000 
masks. And they received half of that. Wondering if -- if that report is 
inaccurate, please speak to it. 

And, secondly, on cruise lines: Are you looking at a bailout for 
cruise lines? Several of these companies are tax-exempt. 

SECRETARY AZAR: So -- so they got half of the shipment from the 
Strategic National Stockpile initially. And then, when the Vice President 
actually went out to the state of Washington, that's when the second half 
of the shipment arrived. 

But I have spoken directly with Governor Inslee, with whom we've had 
a superb working relationship, and he has informed me that there are some 
additional personal protective equipment needs that a couple of their 
hospitals have. And we're working through the Strategic -- Strategic 
National Stockpile to make sure we are directing and fulfilling shipments 
to them as needed. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: All right. I want to echo, again, our gratitude 
to Governor Inslee and -- and all the health officials in the state of 
Washington. I was there last week. Our teams are working very closely 
together. We'll follow up on that public report that the Secretary has 
indicated. 

But, look, we're in -- as I said, in the next 24 hours, we'll be 
working with not only Washington State, but California, with New York, 
with Florida, and -- and unveiling our recommendations, CDC's 
recommendations, to those areas that have been impacted by community 
spread. And then we'll continue to come alongside those communities to do 
everything in our power to mitigate the spread. 

But let me just say again, as a resource -- thank you all; we'll be 
back here again tomorrow -- Coronavirus.gov. Practical information for 
every American. Details for state labs that may yet have questions about 
performing their own tests. We have specifics -- enzymes, agents, 
ingredients that -- where they can be acquired and how -- for the 
performance of coronavirus tests. 

But for every American, I just want to say again: Remember the -- the 
risks to the average American of contracting the coronavirus remains 
low. But, however, the risk to senior citizens with serious underlying 
chronic health conditions is very significant, and it's important for all 
of us to continue to take all the steps necessary to look after the most 
vulnerable, to look after our health. And I'm confident that we'll get 
through this together. 
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Thank you. 

END 6:26 P.M. EDT 
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STATE OF THE UNION 
Messaging Preview 

TOPLINE  
President Trump is looking forward to delivering his third State of the Union Address and his fourth Address to a Joint 
Session of Congress on Tuesday. The theme of the State of the Union is the Great American Comeback. In his address, 
the President will lay out a vision of relentless optimism. He will encourage Congress to work with him to continue 
building an inclusive economy where the least well off are making some of the fastest gains and where people of every 
background are finding new opportunities. The President will expand on themes he developed in his Davos speech 
earlier this month, and put forward an agenda focused squarely on the needs of working families—addressing issues 
that affect Americans' quality of life and laying out solutions with can-do optimism in the face of the unjustified 
pessimism we are hearing from some in Congress. 

TOP ISSUES YOU'LL CERTAINLY HEAR ABOUT  

The Blue Collar Boom.  The President will report on how the strong economy is lifting up Americans everywhere. 
The President will address the importance to the economy of the new Trade Agreement with China and the USMCA, 
explain the results we are seeing from Opportunity Zones, and celebrate America's energy revolution that has led to 
Energy Independence. 

Supporting and Promoting Working Families — The President will address a range of issues facing working 
families—from ensuring that every child can get a great education, to supporting America's parents as they manage 
the demands of working jobs while raising children. He will call on Congress to empower parents with School 
Choice. The President will highlight his support for paid family leave, and expanding access to affordable childcare. 
He will celebrate the administration's workforce training initiatives, such as the Pledge to the American Worker. 

Lowering the Cost of Healthcare for American Families.  The President will call on Congress to support the 
Administration's many efforts to lower the costs of healthcare, while continuing to provide the highest standard of 
care in the world, with access to the most innovative cures and medical breakthroughs. He will contrast his vision 
with radical proposals being floated on the left. Clearly, socialism is a rising force in the Democrat party, with very 
specific designs on our healthcare system. The President will build on last year's address and present a sharp 
difference. The President will emphasize lowering the cost of prescription drugs. He will also address many of the 
everyday concerns that families face confronting the healthcare system: surprise medical billing, transparency, 
accountability, and flexibility to choose the plan and the doctor that is right for them. 

Safe and Legal Immigration System.  The President will talk about the incredible progress we have made in securing the 
Southern Border. He will also take head-on one of the most significant threats to public safety, Sanctuary Cities. 

Protecting America's National Security.  The President will update Congress on diplomatic and military efforts 
around the world. 

IN A NUTSHELL: A FEW KEY INSIGHTS INTO WHAT THIS SPEECH WILL COMMUNICATE  
• Today's Middle Class Boom is also a Blue Collar Boom 
• America is strong once again. 
• President Trump has kept his promises. 
• President Trump is totally focused on creating a better future for working families. 
• American strength and resolve is the best strategy for keeping Americans safe and protecting our interests. 

TONE 
Speech will celebrate American economic and military strength and present an optimistic vision of America's future. 

KEY WORDS TO DESCRIBE THIS SPEECH  
Optimistic Inspiring 
Strong 
Forward Looking 
Visionary 
Common Sense 
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USMCA 
• On January 29, 2020, President Trump signed H.R. 5430, the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement 

Implementation Act into law. 
• USMCA will deliver more jobs and better labor protections that benefit American workers, while 

fostering more growth for American businesses. 
• USMCA is a monumental win for American farmers and ranchers, improving access to Canadian and 

Mexican markets to export their goods. 
o As a result of President Trump's efforts to secure a better deal for our farmers, American 

agricultural exports are expected to increase by $2.2 billion under USMCA. 
o The agreement is expected to grow annual dairy exports by nearly $315 million. 

• USMCA will provide a massive boost to American manufacturers, particularly our vital auto industry. 
o USMCA will achieve fairer, more reciprocal trade that supports high-paying American 

manufacturing jobs and grows the economy. 
• USMCA is expected to create up to 76,000 new auto jobs, spur $34 billion in new investment in the auto 

industry, and add $23 billion in auto parts purchases annually. 
• USMCA will bring our trade relationship with Canada and Mexico into the 21st century. 

o USMCA contains new protections for American intellectual property, ensuring strong, effective 
protection for American innovators and creators. 

o Included in USMCA is a first-of-its-kind chapter on digital trade, which the decades-old NAFTA 
was never updated to address. The digital trade provisions included in this agreement will foster 
economic growth and innovation for years to come. 

• The agreement includes the strongest environmental standards of any trade agreement in our history. 
o These standards are fully enforceable and will help prevent companies from moving out of the 

United States — and taking jobs with them — to avoid environmental rules. 

MIDDLE EAST PEACE PLAN 
• President Donald J. Trump recognizes it is time for a new approach to achieve peace, security, dignity, 

and opportunity for Israel and the Palestinian people. 
• For the first time in this conflict, President Trump has reached an understanding with Israel regarding 

a map setting forth borders for a two-state solution. 
o Under this Vision, neither Palestinians nor Israelis will be uprooted from their homes. 
o Israel will continue to safeguard Jerusalem's Holy Sites and will guarantee freedom of worship 

for Jews, Christians, Muslims, and people of all faiths. 
o Jerusalem will stay united and remain the capital of Israel, while the capital of the State of 

Palestine will be Al-Quds and include areas of East Jerusalem. 
• This Vision will end the refugee status quo and help put the region on a truly transformative path: one 

with stability, security, and abundant opportunities for prosperity. 
• The Vision incorporates the massive $50 billion Peace to Prosperity economic plan, which will spur the 

Palestinian economy. 
• When properly implemented, the Vision will: 

o Create more than 1 million new jobs; 
o More than double Palestinian GDP; and 
o Reduce unemployment below 10% and cut the poverty rate in half. 



CORONAVIRUS 
• This week, President Donald J. Trump announced the formation of the President's Coronavirus Task 

Force. Members of the Task Force have been meeting on a daily basis since Monday. The Task Force is 
led by Secretary of Health and Human Services Alex Azar, and is coordinated through the National 
Security Council. 

o The Task Force will lead the Administration's efforts to monitor, contain, and mitigate the spread 
of the virus, while ensuring that the American people have the most accurate and up-to-date 
health and travel information. 

• Health and Human Services Secretary Alex M. Azar II declared a public health emergency for the entire 
United States to aid the nation's healthcare community in responding to 2019 novel coronavirus. 

o "While this virus poses a serious public health threat, the risk to the American public remains low 
at this time, and we are working to keep this risk low," Secretary Azar said. "We are committed 
to protecting the health and safety of all Americans, and this public health emergency declaration 
is the latest in the series of steps the Trump Administration has taken to protect our country." 

• The emergency declaration gives state, tribal, and local health departments more flexibility to request 
that EMS authorize them to temporarily reassign state, local, and tribal personnel to respond to 2019-
nCoV if their salaries normally are funded in whole or in part by Public Health Service Act programs. 
These personnel could assist with public health information campaigns and other response activities. 

• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is working closely with state health departments on 
disease surveillance, contact tracing, and providing interim guidance for clinicians on identifying and 
treating coronavirus infections. HHS is working with the Department of State to assist in bringing home 
Americans who had been living in affected areas of mainland China. HHS divisions also are 
collaborating with industry to identify and move forward with development of potential diagnostics, 
vaccines, and therapeutics to detect, prevent, and treat 2019-nCoV infections. 

• In declaring the public health emergency, Secretary Azar acted within his authority under the Public 
Health Service Act. This declaration is retroactive to January 27, 2020. 

• This U.S. public health emergency declaration follows a declaration by the World Health Organization 
that spread of the virus constituted a public health emergency of international concern. 

THE ECONOMY 
• The U.S. economy grew 2.1% in the fourth quarter, matching estimates. 
• The 2.3% growth in U.S. gross domestic product for the full year was below the 2.9% increase from 2018 

and the 2.4% gain in 2017. 
• For the full year, the economy grew 2.3%, below the 2.9% increase from 2018 and the 2.4% gain in 2017, 

the first year of Donald Trump's presidency, according to the initial estimate released Thursday by the 
Commerce Department. 

DRUG OVERDOSE DEATHS DECLINE 
• This week, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released official 2018 mortality statistics, 

which showed drug overdose deaths declined for the first time in 29 years. Administration officials also 
welcomed rural leaders from across the United States for the launch of a new tool to assist rural 
community leaders in building an effective local response to the crisis of addiction. 

o In 2018, there were 4.1% fewer deaths in America from drug overdoses than in 2017. 
• This week, Congress passed a 15-month extension of the Drug Enforcement Administration's ban on 

fentanyl and its variants. The ban was set to expire on Feb. 6, 2020. 
o Passing a 15-month fentanyl ban was a necessary step in keeping deadly drugs off our streets, but 

a long-term fix is critical to saving lives. The Trump Administration stands ready to work with 
Congress on a permanent solution, stated ONDCP. 
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Department of Veterans Affairs 
President Trump's Department of Veterans Affairs: Improving Customer Service and Performance 

Under President Trump, VA has successfully implemented an unprecedented series of reforms to improve care and 
benefits for America's Veterans. 

VA is seeing more patients than ever before, more quickly than ever before and studies show VA compares 
favorably to the private sector for access and quality of care — and in many cases exceeds  

Because Veterans like what they see, VA is delivering more care than ever before. In fiscal year 2019, VA 
completed more than 59.9 million internal appointments — a record high and about 1.7 million more than the year 
before. 

To ensure Veterans receive the care they have earned„ President Trump opened the White House VA hotline, 
which helps quickly address their VA-related concerns. The 24/7 service is principally staffed by Veterans and family 
members and has fielded more than 345,000 calls and emails with an average time to answer of ten seconds. 

President Trump is Building Veterans' Trust in VA 

In the final year of the last administration, Veterans' overall trust in VA was 60 percent. But Veterans' overall trust in 
VA climbed to 69 percent in President Trump's first year, and now sits at 72 percent. What's more, 87.8 percent of 
Veterans now trust the VA health care they receive, and in a recent Veterans of Foreign Wars survey, nearly three 
quarters of respondents reported improvements at their local VA, and more than 90 percent said they would 
recommend VA care to other Veterans. 

President Trump Gave Veterans Real Health Care Choice 

President Trump signed the MISSION Act into law in 2018, giving Veterans real choice over their health care 
decisions. Now Veterans have permanent choice to see non-VA doctors whenever it's in their best medical interest. 
With MISSION, the future of the VA health care system is in the hands of Veterans — exactly where it should be. 

Less than five months after the rollout of the MISSION Act's community care provisions, VA had referred more than 
1.4 million Veterans for care in the community. 

MISSION Act created a new urgent care benefit that gives Veterans easy, local access to medical services for 
things like a sore throat or a sprained ankle. More than 90,000 urgent care visits have been completed since June 6, 
and it's only getting more popular with Veterans. In October, VA saw more than 5,000 urgent care visits each week, 
thanks to the 6,400 local urgent care providers that have partnered with VA. 

President Trump Made VA Accountable 

After years of failing to take steps against employees who didn't meet VA's values, everyone agreed that VA needed 
more tools — and a culture change — to hold itself accountable. 

Under President Trump's leadership, Congress passed the landmark VA Accountability and Whistleblower 
Protection Act of 2017, and VA has finally instituted the culture of accountability that Congress, Veterans service 
organizations and the president have been demanding. 

Since President Trump's inauguration, VA has fired more than 8,000 workers for cause. 

President Trump is Modernizing VA to Meet the Needs of Today's Veterans 

The Trump administration is delivering a win for Veterans that prior administrations could not: a unified electronic 
health record between the Department of Defense (DoD) and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). This will give 
doctors instant and seamless access to Veterans' military health records and history. The new health record will 
give clinicians a full picture of Veterans' medical history and enable faster, smarter connections between military 
service and health outcomes. 



VA has embraced telehealth as a way to reach Veterans who aren't close to a VA hospital or clinic. In the last fiscal 
year, Veterans took advantage of telehealth more than 2.6 million times across the country, and more than 900,000 
Veterans are getting care this way. 

VA is changing the way it buys medicine and equipment by tapping into the Defense Department's centralized 
acquisition system. This will mean more efficient purchases, more money spent on Veterans, and less chance for 
waste, fraud and abuse through millions of local transactions. 

After President Trump signed the Veterans Appeals Improvement and Modernization Act of 2017, VA modernized 
the process for appealing disability claims to provide more timely and consistent decisions. In the last fiscal year, VA 
completed more than 95,000 appeals decisions, a record high and a sign VA is moving to provide more clarity to 
Veterans about their benefits. 

Under President Trump, VA has reduced average disability benefits claim processing times from 130 days to 90. 

President Trump's VA is Reducing the Use of Harmful Opioids 

VA launched an opioid safety initiative in 2013 and became the first hospital system to release its data on opioid 
prescription rates. 

That effort was greatly enhanced by President Trump's 2018 Initiative to Stop Opioids Abuse and Reduce Drug 
Supply and Demand. 

Since the President's initiative, the number of patients receiving opioids fell by 19 percent, and it fell 32 percent 
since the President took office. In the seven-year life of the plan, long-term opioid prescriptions among Veterans has 
fallen by 55 percent. 

The most recent appropriations bill signed by President Trump will help VA do more, as it provides $400 million for 
opioid abuse prevention programs. 

President Trump's VA is Standing Up for Religious Liberty 

There's a long tradition in this country of taking care of our Veterans' spiritual health as well as their physical health. 
That's why VA recently ended an old policy that prevented Veterans from leaving Bibles or other religious tokens on 
public display tables. These items are not offensive — they tell the story of what kept our Veterans' hopes alive while 
they were fighting for our nation. 

President Trump's VA is Building Partnerships to Prevent Veteran Homelessness and Suicide 

VA is doing all it can to end Veteran homelessness. In 2018, the total number of Veterans experiencing 
homelessness decreased 5.4 percent, and in 2019, that number dropped another 2.1 percent In the last two fiscal 
years, VA has helped 124,900 Veterans and their families by housing them or preventing them from becoming 
homeless. 

But VA can do much more by working with local governments, companies and other stakeholders. Thanks to these 
partnerships, we've seen 78 communities and three states effectively end Veteran homelessness. 

President Trump believes these kinds of partnerships are the same way to fight Veteran suicide. That's why VA 
adopted a public-health approach to suicide prevention, which focuses on equipping communities to help Veterans 
connect with local support and resources. 

The public-health approach is central to VA's first ever National Strategy for Preventing Veteran Suicide, which was 
published in 2018, as well as the President's Roadmap to Empower Veterans and End a National Tragedy of 
Suicide (PREVENTS) executive order. PREVENTS aims to bring together stakeholders across all levels of 
government and the private sector to address the national suicide epidemic and provide our Veterans with the 
specific mental health and suicide prevention services they deserve. 

VA's suicide prevention work has been bolstered by $8.6 billion in new mental health services funding that President 
Trump secured from Congress in 2019. 
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CMS Releases Guidance to States on Medicaid Block Grants 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services today released new Medicaid guidance to 
states that would enable them to apply for 1115 waiver authority to receive a defined 
amount of federal funding to cover services for certain healthy adults. This approach is 
commonly referred to as a "block grant" or a "per capita cap," depending on the structure. 
As part of the "Healthy Adult Opportunity" waivers, states will be permitted, among other 
things, to request changes in eligibility, covered benefits and cost-sharing. States are not 
required to apply for these waivers or to apply for all of the available flexibilities; the 
decision to apply, and the specific requests within the waiver, are wholly within states' 
discretion. 

The guidance is effective immediately, as is standard practice for CMS guidance to states 
on what the agency considers allowable uses of 1115 authority. 

Cardinal Health Initiates Recall, Correction of Surgical 
Procedure Packs 



Cardinal Health, in coordination with the Food and Drug Administration, today announced  
a recall of 2.5 million procedure packs manufactured between September 2018 and 
January 2020 that contain surgical gowns recalled last week. The company said it also will 
correct another 374,794 procedure packs with components separated from a recalled 
gown by inner sealed packaging or other packs within the sterilization pouch. The 
procedure packs were previously on hold. Cardinal said customers will receive detailed 
instructions for handling the affected procedure packs on or around Feb. 3. For the latest 
updates on the issue, visit www.cardinalhealth.com and www.aha.orq. 

Today's Headlines 

1.CDC confirms first U.S. person-to-person coronavirus case 
2. AHA, others urge CMS to withdraw Medicaid fiscal accountability rule 
3. NGA urges CMS not to move forward with current Medicaid proposed rule 
4. CMS releases billing codes for OPPS prior authorization beginning July 1 
5. CDC releases first national maternal mortality data since 2007 

See Full Stories Below 
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AHA program creates partnerships, 

resources and better care 
During the yearlong Hospital Community Cooperative pilot 
program, 10 hospital and community organization teams 
achieved 300 sustainable community health improvement 
outputs and promoted health equity. Learn more about the 
HCC's initial success as the program grows in 2020. Read 
more. 

Health system focuses on well-being to 

prevent physician suicide 
Statistics on physician suicide and burnout served as the 
impetus for Heather Farley, M.D., and her colleagues at 
ChristianaCare in Newark, Del., to create the Center for 
Worklife Wellbeing, which builds support systems to 
enable physicians to reconnect with the joy and meaning 
in medicine. Read more in this AHA Physician Alliance 
case study. 
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Artificial intelligence and machine 
learning: Opportunities for clinical and 
operational performance 
Al and ML should supplement clinical care, not replace it. By 
eliminating burdensome and unwanted tasks, Al can allow 
clinicians to spend more time on direct patient care focusing 
on the essential human skills that Al and computers cannot 
achieve. Read more. 
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Today's Headlines Continued 

1. CDC confirms first U.S. person-to-person coronavirus case 

The husband of a Chicago woman infected by the novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) is the 
first individual in the U.S. to contract the illness via person-to-person contact, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention announced today. CDC identified the other five U.S. 
cases as travel-related. "Given what we've seen in China and other countries with the 
novel coronavirus, CDC experts have expected some person-to-person spread in the 
U.S.," said CDC Director Robert Redfield, M.D. 

As of today, China reports nearly 8,000 cases and approximately 170 deaths related to 
coronavirus. CDC expects more U.S. cases but reiterates that the risk to the general U.S. 
population remains low and doesn't recommend face masks or avoiding public places. The 
White House yesterday announced the creation of a coronavirus task force led by Health 
and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar. 

The World Health Organization late this afternoon declared the coronavirus a public health 



emergency. 

For more information and resources, including a Jan. 23 Quality Advisory, visit AHA's 
coronavirus update page. CDC will host a call for clinicians Friday at 2 p.m. ET. 

2. AHA, others urge CMS to withdraw Medicaid fiscal 
accountability rule 

The AHA today urged the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services to withdraw a 
proposed rule related to Medicaid program financing and supplemental payments because 
it would "severely curtail the availability of health care services to millions of individuals" 
and "many of its provisions are not legally permissible." 

If the proposed rule were to be implemented, the Medicaid program, nationally, could face 
total funding reductions between $37 billion and $49 billion annually or 5.8% to 7.6% of 
total program spending, AHA said, citing analysis from Manatt Health. In addition, hospitals 
specifically could see reductions in Medicaid payments of $23 billion to $31 billion 
annually, representing 12.8% to 16.9% of total hospital program payments. 

"The biggest losers of these policy changes would be the 75 million individuals who rely on 
the Medicaid program as their primary source of health coverage," ANA said, noting that 
the program covers many vulnerable individuals who often have no other form of health 
coverage available to them. 

ANA said that many of CMS's proposed policy changes would violate the Medicaid law or 
are arbitrary and capricious in violation of the Administrative Procedure Act. In addition, 
they would violate due process protections in the Constitution. AHA said. 

In a joint statement issued today, AHA and the American Health Care Association detailed 
additional negative consequences if the rule were to go into effect. "Entire communities 
could lose access to care under this proposal, especially in rural areas where 15% of 
hospital revenue and nearly two-thirds of nursing facility revenue nationwide depend on 
Medicaid funding," the groups said. "The supplemental payment programs targeted in this 
rule are also a critical lifeline at hospitals, health systems and nursing facilities that serve 
some of the most vulnerable Americans." 

3. NGA urges CMS not to move forward with current Medicaid 
proposed rule 

The National Governors Association yesterday urged the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services not to move forward with its Medicaid fiscal accountability proposed rule as 
written, and "instead, gather more data to understand the impact, identify more targeted 
evidence-based policies to address concerns and work with states to determine best 
practices for how to strengthen accountability and transparency in the Medicaid program." 
NGA also said it was concerned the proposed rule "would significantly curtail the 
longstanding flexibility states have to fund and pay for services in their Medicaid programs. 
In losing this flexibility, states may be unable to adequately fund their Medicaid programs, 
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which could lead to unintended consequences that would negatively impact Medicaid 
beneficiaries across the country." 

4. CMS releases billing codes for OPPS prior authorization 
beginning July 1 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services has identified the Healthcare Common 
Procedure Coding System billing codes for hospital outpatient services that will require 
prior authorization starting July 1 under the hospital outpatient prospective payment 
system final rule for calendar year 2020. Under the rule, the prior authorization requirement 
will apply to five categories of services: blepharoplasty, botulinum toxin injections, 
panniculectomy, rhinoplasty and vein ablation. CMS will post additional information about 
the prior authorization program on its website as operational details are finalized. 

5. CDC releases first national maternal mortality data since 2007 

The national maternal mortality rate in 2018 was 17.4 per 100,000 live births, and ranged 
from 11.8 per 100,000 for Hispanic women to 37.1 per 100,000 for black women, 
according to data released today by the National Center for Health Statistics. The 
estimates are the first national maternal mortality estimates since 2007 due to a new 
standard death certificate implemented between 2003 and 2017 that added a checkbox on 
pregnancy status at the time of death. While the national maternal mortality rate is more 
than double the rate before adding the checkbox, "a majority of the increase is because of 
changes in reporting methods," the agency said. "After evaluating more comparable data, 
the rate has not significantly changed since 1999." Maternal health is a high priority for 
AHA and its member hospitals and health systems. For more on how hospitals are working 
to advance better health for mothers and babies, visit https://www.aha.org/better-health-
for-mothers-and-babies. 
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Perspective: Protecting Medicaid for our Most Vulnerable 
Citizens 

In July of 1965, two AHA leaders joined President Lyndon Johnson as 
he signed the bill creating Medicare and Medicaid. America's hospitals 
were influential in getting the law passed ... and today, one of the pens 
President Johnson used to sign this law is on display at AHA's office in 
Washington, D.C., as a reminder of Medicaid's lasting legacy: 75 
million low-income Americans are able to access health coverage 
today because of the program. 

But that legacy — and health coverage for millions of America's most 
vulnerable patients — is being threatened ... and we are standing up to protect the 
children, veterans, seniors, disabled individuals and others who view the program as their 
lifeline. 

Here's what we're facing: 

Late last year, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services released its Medicaid fiscal 

[11 



accountability proposed rule, which would cut up to $50 billion a year from an already 
underfunded Medicaid program, significantly undermining if not crippling Medicaid 
financing in many states and jeopardizing access to care. Last week, we submitted our 
official comments on the rule to CMS, and we joined with the American Health Care 
Association in calling on CMS to withdraw the proposed rule immediately. Major concerns 
about the rule also were echoed by the National Governors Association, U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, the National Association of Medicaid Directors and the Medicaid and CHIP 
Payment and Access Commission ... just to name a few. Of course, we are working very 
closely with the state, regional and national hospital associations who are key partners in 
shaping and executing our strategies to have this misguided rule withdrawn. 

Meanwhile, last Thursday, CMS released new Medicaid guidance to states that would give 
them the option to receive Medicaid funding in the form of a block grant for certain 
populations, effectively capping the federal Medicaid funding they receive, allowing states 
to apply additional conditions of eligibility such as work requirements, and potentially 
preventing states from meeting the coverage needs of vulnerable populations in times of 
economic fluctuation. 

Finally, if Congress doesn't act by May 22, the Medicaid Disproportionate Share Hospital 
cuts will go into effect, decreasing payments to hospitals by $12 billion in the first two years 
alone and jeopardizing local access to care. The good news: We have successfully 
delayed these cuts several times before and there's broad bipartisan support in Congress 
for further delaying them ... but Congress must act yet again. 

The bottom line: Medicaid is one of the nation's largest single sources of health coverage. 
One in five Americans depends on Medicaid, and 43% of enrollees are children. It has 
made a real difference in millions of Americans' lives and we will continue to not only 
defend it but also work to improve it. It's important you make your voices heard, too: For 
the proposed fiscal accountability rule, please talk to your governor, senators and 
representative about the potential impact of the rule and the need for CMS to withdraw it. 
On Medicaid DSH, you can help by weighing in with members of Congress on the need to 
prevent these cuts from taking effect. Here's our latest fact sheet on Medicaid DSH. 

Together, we can make sure Medicaid is always there for the vulnerable Americans who 
need it. 

Rick Pollack 
President and CEO 

Today's Headlines 

1.House committees release legislation to address surprise medical bills 
2. Concerns rise for PPE shortages with coronavirus 
3. House passes resolution denouncing Medicaid block grant guidance 
4. Resources highlight ACO care coordination, patient engagement strategies 
5. Hospitals add 9,700 jobs in January 
6. AONL to honor nursing leader for lifetime achievement 
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Today's Headlines Continued 

1.House committees release legislation to address surprise 
medical bills 

House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Richard Neal, D-Mass., and Ranking 
Member Kevin Brady, R-Texas, this morning released legislative text of the Consumer 
Protections Against Surprise Medical Bills Act of 2020, the committee's proposal to 
address surprise medical bills. The legislation prohibits providers from balance billing 
patients for emergency services or medical care the patient reasonably could have 
expected to be in-network, and does not allow patients to be charged more than the in-
network cost-sharing amount. The proposal does not rely on a benchmark payment rate to 
determine out-of-network reimbursement, but instead includes a period for health plans 
and providers to negotiate reimbursement, to be followed by a mediated dispute resolution 
process should it be necessary. The proposal also includes several other consumer 
protection and transparency provisions. The committee is expected to mark up the 
legislation on Wednesday, Feb. 12. 

In addition, House Committee on Education and Labor Chairman Robert "Bobby" Scott, D-
Va., and Ranking Member Virginia Foxx, R-N.C., this morning unveiled the Ban Surprise 
Billing Act. The legislation is similar to the bills passed last year by the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee and Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee in 
that it relies on a median in-network rate to resolve out-of-network payments. For amounts 
paid above $750 (or $25,000 for air ambulance services), the legislation allows for an 
independent dispute resolution process to determine the final payment. A summary of the 
legislation is here, and legislative text was released late this afternoon. The committee is 
scheduled to mark up the legislation on Tuesday, Feb. 11. 

2. Concerns rise for PPE shortages with coronavirus 



There could be a shortage of personal protective equipment, such as masks, in health care 
settings due to the novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) outbreak, the World Health 
Organization, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and Department of Health and 
Human Services reiterated today. 

"Demand is up to 100 times higher than normal, and prices are up to 20 times higher," said 
WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. "This situation has been 
exacerbated by widespread, inappropriate use of PPE outside patient care." 

WHO said the Pandemic Supply Chain Network will encourage manufacturers to increase 
production, commit supplies to frontline health emergency responders, and expand the 
number of stakeholders who are involved in the PSCN to gain a critical mass of suppliers 
to mitigate the operational risks within the market. 

In a briefing today, members of President Trump's Novel Coronavirus Task Force said 
more than 17,000 passengers returning from China have been screened at U.S. airports. 

HHS and CDC today issued an interim final rule requiring airlines to collect and provide to 
CDC certain data regarding passengers and crew arriving from foreign countries "for the 
purposes of health education, treatment, prophylaxis, or other appropriate public health 
interventions, including travel restrictions." 

Nancy Messonnier, M.D., director of CDC's National Center for Immunization and 
Respiratory Diseases, said the nation's "strong public health system" will be able to detect 
and respond to new U.S. cases, and that all 50 states plus Washington, D.C., and Guam 
should receive 2019-nCoV Real-Time RT-PCR Diagnostic Panel test kits today or 
tomorrow. 

CDC will host a series of calls with state and local partners starting Monday, Feb. 10, at 2 
p.m. ET. To participate, call 1-800-857-6697, passcode 1324420. For the latest information 
and resources, visit AHA's coronavirus webpage. 

3. House passes resolution denouncing Medicaid block grant 
guidance 

The House of Representatives last night voted 224-193 to pass a non-binding resolution  
denouncing recent Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services guidance that gives states 
the option to request a defined amount of federal Medicaid funding to cover certain healthy 
adults. The guidance uses an approach commonly referred to as a "block grant" or "per 
capita cap," depending on the structure, and permits states to request changes in Medicaid 
eligibility, covered benefits, cost sharing and other provisions through a Section 1115 
waiver. 

4. Resources highlight ACO care coordination, patient 
engagement strategies 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services has released toolkits highlighting care 



coordination and patient engagement strategies from Medicare accountable care 
organizations. The care coordination strategies focus on Medicare patients who recently 
visited an emergency department or were discharged home after a hospital or ED visit; 
require treatment in a skilled nursing facility; or have complex medication regiments or 
chronic conditions affected by social determinants of health. 

5. Hospitals add 9,700 jobs in January 

Employment at the nation's hospitals rose by 0.19% in January to a seasonally adjusted 
5,252,800 people, the Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. That's 9,700 more people 
than in December and 88,500 more than a year ago. Without the seasonal adjustment, 
which removes the effect of fluctuations due to seasonal events, hospitals employed 
5,247,800 people in January — 8,000 fewer than in December but 89,800 more than a year 
ago. The nation's overall unemployment rate rose by 0.1 percentage point in January to 
3.6%. 

6. AONL to honor nursing leader for lifetime achievement 

The American Organization for Nursing Leadership on March 19 will present its 2020 
Lifetime Achievement Award to Ann Marie T. Brooks, president of the Mount Carmel 
College of Nursing in Columbus, Ohio. Brooks has more than 40 years of experience as an 
educator, nurse executive, Magnet Recognition Program appraiser and health care 
consultant, serving as a nurse executive at Riddle Memorial Hospital, Main Line Health 
System, Media, Pa. and King Faisal Specialist Hospital and Research Centre in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia. She also has served as president of the American Organization of Nurse 
Executives (now AONL) and American Psychiatric Nurses Association; chair of the 
Psychiatric and Mental Health Governing Board; and dean of The Catholic University 
School of Nursing; and received the AONL Mentor Award and Distinguished Alumni Award 
from the Catholic University of America, among other recognition. 
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Subject: FW: [MARKETING] [EXTERNAL] AHA Feb. 3 Call with CDC on Coronavirus 

From: American Hospital Association 
Sent: Thursday, January 30, 2020 8:21:17 PM (UTC+00:00) Monrovia, Reykjavik 
To: Wilkie, Robert L., Jr. 
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Association' Special Bulletin 

 

Adv:wcing h'ea.qh A  

 

January 30, 2020 

AHA Members-only Call on Feb. 3 with CDC Official 
on Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) 

AHA members must register in advance to attend the noon ET call 

The AHA Feb. 3 at noon ET will host a call for member hospitals and health systems featuring 
Michael Bell, M.D., deputy director of the Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion in the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention's National Center for Emerging Zoonotic and Infectious 
Diseases. Bell will provide an update on the novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV), share advice for 
hospitals and health systems on how they should be preparing, and take questions from 
members. 

AHA members must register for the call by clicking here. Please share this information 
with your clinical leaders and encourage them to attend. You will receive a confirmation 
email once you register. If you need assistance registering, please contact Markisha 
Redwood at mredwood@aha.org. 

To date, nearly 8,000 cases and approximately 170 deaths related to the novel coronavirus have 
been reported in China. CDC has identified five U.S. travel-related cases, one case of person-to-
person transmission linked to a travel-related case, and placed 165 persons under investigation. 
While those numbers are expected to rise, the CDC reiterates that the risk to the general public 
remains low. The State Department and CDC implemented additional passenger screenings at 
20 U.S. airports and will provide virus information cards to all passengers coming into the U.S. 
from China. In addition, the White House yesterday announced the formation of a novel 



coronavirus task force. 

The AHA urges hospitals and health systems to periodically review and update your policies and 
practices consistent with CDC's evolving interim guidance for health care professionals and 
infection control guidance for the novel coronavirus. Further, preparedness checklists are 
available for health care providers and hospitals. 

The AHA has and will continue to keep members informed on the latest developments on this 
issue. For more information and resources, including a Jan. 23 Quality Advisory visit AHA's  
coronavirus update page. 
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From: Powers, Pamela 

Sent: Mon, 2 Mar 2020 16:49:52 +0000 

To: RLW;Syrek, Christopher D. (Chris) 

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: CMS chief Verma to join coronavirus task force 

Glad to see he's pushing for it. I put in a push on Saturday night with VPOTUS office as well, and DPC is 

pushing from their end. We will see what happens... 

From: RL (b)(6) 0  va.gov> 

Sent: Monday, March 2, 2020 11:33 AM  
To: Svrek. Christopher D. (Christb)(6) 1@va.gov>; Powers, Pamela 

(b)(6) 
va.gov> 

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: CMS chief Verma to join coronavirus task force 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 

(www.blackberry.com) 

FrOnXID)(6)  ri pon soc i etv. org> 
Date: Monda Mar 02, 2020, 9:14 AM 
To: RLW l ava.:0v> 
Subject: RNAL] RE: CMS chief Verma to join coronavirus task force 

See highlighted area. 

CMS chief Verma to join coronavirus task force 

By Adam Cancryn, Dan Diamond 

03/02/2020 11:04 AM EST 

The Trump administration is appointing CMS Administrator Seema Verma to its coronavirus 
task force, two people with knowledge of the move told POLITICO. 

Verma — who oversees Medicare, Medicaid and Obamacare — is the latest in a string of 
officials added to the group since Vice President Mike Pence took over management of the 
administration's response effort last week. 

A CMS spokesperson referred questions to the vice president's office. A spokesperson for Pence 
did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 

A close ally of Pence, Verma is only months removed from a prolonged and increasingly public 



feud with HHS Secretary Alex Azar, who remains the task force's chairman. 

But Azar supports adding Verma to the group, said an individual familiar with the HHS 

secretary's thinking. He has also pushed for bringing Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie 
on board, contending they will play important roles as coronavirus spreads in the U.S. and poses 
a risk to health systems, the individual said. 

The task force swelled over the weekend, adding Kelvin Droegemeier, the White House science 
adviser; Ben Carson, the neurosurgeon who leads the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development; and FDA Commissioner Stephen Hahn. 

To view online: 
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/health-care/whiteboard/2020/03/cms-chief-verma-to-join-
coronavirus-task-force-3977161  
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RLW 

[EXTERNAL] FW: Azar in the crosshairs for delays in virus tests 

Azar in the crosshairs for delays in virus tests 

By Dan Diamond, Adam Cancryn 

03/02/2020 01:00 PM EST 

Even as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention takes blame for testing delays that may 
have led to hundreds of Americans being quietly infected with the coronavirus, officials inside 
the health department and the White House are increasingly pointing the finger at one leader: 
Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar, who they say failed to coordinate the response, 
as agency chiefs waited for instructions that came too late and other deputies were largely cut out 
of the process. 

Numerous problems with the Trump administration's testing regimen have come to light: 
Coronavirus tests developed by CDC were flawed, possibly because the lab itself was  
contaminated. The resulting lack of test capacity forced U.S. officials to screen a limited number 
of patients across January and February, with the CDC testing fewer than 500 Americans at the 
same time that China was likely testing at least 1 million of its own residents. Meanwhile, public 
health officials had no fallback testing option until the Food and Drug Administration granted 
approval for hospitals and other labs to develop their own homegrown tests on Saturday — more 
than six weeks after the first U.S. case of coronavirus was identified. 

Public health officials acknowledge that CDC and other parts of the government have repeatedly 
stumbled in the early days of the outbreak, but say that the 52-year-old Azar, a former drug 
company executive who took over the department in 2018, did not reach out early or often 
enough to goad his subordinates into action. 

"This was a management failure," said one administration official, charging that Azar didn't 
adequately plan for a worst-case coronavirus scenario that's grown more likely by the day — 
even though Azar touted his bona fides as a veteran of the George W. Bush administration, 
where he helped fight crises like SARS and an anthrax scare. "CDC and FDA should have been 
working hand-in-hand to get Plan B, Plan C and Plan D ready to go," the official said. 

"The administration's response has been reactive, not proactive," added a former HHS official. 
"A lot of what has happened has been driven by outside pressure," like public health labs 
sounding the alarm that they were unable to perform the CDC's tests. 

Azar was abruptly removed as leader of the U.S. government's coronavirus response last 
Wednesday night and replaced by Vice President Mike Pence. The health secretary is still 
technically chairing the coronavirus task force, but decision-making, media requests and even 



task force membership have increasingly been run through the White House. Since Azar's 
removal as coronavirus-response leader, several of his deputies and rivals have been added to the 
task force. 

POLITICO spoke to 17 current and former officials and individuals close to the Trump 
administration. Interviews with officials in HHS, who declined to comment on record for fear of 
retaliation, indicated that Azar's failure to reach out to a wider circle of advisers is typical of his 
management style, which has grown increasingly distrustful of his own aides. 

The surgeon general is supposed to be the nation's chief spokesperson on threats to public health, 
but Surgeon General Jerome Adams had been little seen or heard from during the coronavirus 
threat until Azar was removed from leading the effort last week. Pence immediately added 
Adams to the task force, and the surgeon general this weekend began issuing coronavirus  
guidance on social media and appearing on national TV programs. 

The FDA oversees drug and lab test development, but Commissioner Stephen Hahn also wasn't 
included on the Azar-led task force and has been frequently sidelined during the crisis. Hahn's 
most notable public moment was being summoned out of the crowd by Pence on Saturday to 
answer a question directed to President Donald Trump during a White House press conference. 

Pence also added Hahn to the coronavirus task force after growing upset during a recent meeting 
that nobody could adequately answer a question about threats to the nation's drug supply, two 
people with knowledge of the situation said. 

While Hahn's agency on Saturday did roll out instructions to let certain health organizations 
develop their own coronavirus lab tests, "FDA has been trying for some time to issue that 
guidance," said one official, who added that the agency was waiting on approval from HHS and 
Azar. Another official said Hahn had begun devising the strategy weeks ago. 

An HHS spokesperson defended Azar's leadership and the administration's broader strategy of 
trying to contain the virus across January and February, arguing that it bought valuable time to 
prepare the nation for an outbreak. 

"HHS has been working with public health systems since day 1 — that's how we've been 
catching these cases and educating the American public on what to do if they become 
symptomatic," the spokesperson said. "The task force has held countless briefings with members 
of Congress and state and local leaders, so they can appropriately prepare and educate their 
constituencies." 

Asked if Azar was responsible for the CDC's testing failures, the spokesperson took issue with 
the framing. "Because of CDC surge capacity, there has been no backlog of tests despite the 
diagnostic issue," the spokesperson said, referencing problems that prevented many tests from 
working. "It's unfair to say testing has been limited." 

Public health groups have argued there was no testing backlog because CDC capacity problems 
forced HHS to limit testing to Americans who were returning from China or people close to a 
confirmed case, rather than expanding the testing more widely — and picking up potential cases 



of the virus spreading in the community. 

The HHS spokesperson also defended Adams' and Hahn's involvement in coronavirus planning, 
saying that the two officials have been part of coronavirus meetings for weeks. A senior 
administration official said Hahn particularly has been involved in White House planning. 

Senior officials contend that Azar is operating under fear of offending Trump or his allies, which 
has led him to keep Adams, Hahn and his other underlings on a tight leash, while jockeying for 
credit to stay in the president's good graces. Azar's widely publicized feud last fall with 
Medicare chief Seema Verma, which contributed to the department's failure to come up with an 
alternative to Obamacare and necessitated a series of emergency White House meetings, 
highlighted some of these tendencies, the officials said. 

Azar and his top aides also have for months frozen out Adams, who is close to Verma, and at 
times openly questioned Adams' ability to handle basic duties and stay on message. Adams 
played down coronavirus fears in a Monday interview  on "Fox and Friends," predicting that 
more people globally would die from the flu. 

Azar's supporters dispute that he has undermined Adams. An individual familiar with Azar's 
thinking said the HHS secretary has a good working dynamic with the surgeon general and the 
two men recently had lunch together. Azar has been "very impressed" with Adams' recent 
television appearances and hopes to have him play a larger role on coronavirus messaging, the 
individual said. 

POLITICO on Monday morning reported that Verma was being added to the task force  . The 
individual familiar with Azar's thinking said the heath secretary supports her addition to the 
group and also pushed for bringing Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie on board, arguing 
that the officials will be important inclusions as coronavirus becomes more of a domestic issue 
that poses a risk to health systems, the individual said. 

Meanwhile, criticism for the stalled coronavirus tests has mounted on CDC and its director, 
Robert Redfield, amid that agency's high-profile stumbles in recent weeks. CDC supported 
quarantining hundreds of Americans  aboard a cruise ship, which backfired as coronavirus rapidly 
spread on board, and Redfield also took blame for wrongly briefing Trump and Pence on 
Saturday, leading Trump to misidentify the first U.S. coronavirus death, a man in his 50s, as a 
"wonderful woman." 

But two individuals said Redfield was wrongly being set up by some HHS officials as the fall 
guy for the administration's biggest coronavirus misstep — the lab-testing failure — arguing that 
the CDC chief had worked to speed the tests while advocating for a fallback lab-testing option 
but was waiting on Azar's permission to move forward on Plan B. "He's great on this," said one 
senior administration official, adding that Redfield is "busting his ass with a very hard job [and] 
working harder than any other senior official at HHS." 

An HHS spokesperson said that CDC was taking steps to improve testing. "CDC and FDA have 
been working together to correct the issue with the diagnostic in a timely manner and worked 
together to make alternatives more readily available that meet the appropriate accuracy standards 



for testing," the spokesperson said. 

The health department's slow response also has set off a round of finger-pointing among top 
officials and Azar's deputies, reigniting longstanding feuds at a crucial moment when the Trump 
administration needs to work in lockstep. Officials at CDC and Robert Kadlec, the HHS assistant 
secretary for preparedness and response, have jockeyed over coronavirus quarantine rules and 
evacuating at-risk Americans, the latest skirmish between two agencies that have spent years 
battling over which gets to be in charge of the nation's emergency medical stockpile. 

White House officials also have clashed with Azar and accused him of giving overly optimistic 
guidance to Trump, a battle that dates back a year and has encompassed numerous policies. 
Meanwhile, an HHS whistleblower and an FDA scientist have stepped forward to warn that the 
department's coronavirus response has been disorganized and could put Americans at risk. Azar 
has said he supports whistleblowers and vowed full investigations. 

The disjointed, at-times-chaotic coronavirus response has alarmed allies of the HHS secretary, 
who worry Azar will ultimately shoulder much of the blame within the administration and from 
the public for failing to contain the outbreak. 

The public health crisis threatens to become the defining episode of Azar's tenure, people close 
to him lamented in recent days, overshadowing more than two years of work on various policy 
initiatives and linking his legacy as health secretary to the administration's struggles to combat a 
fast-spreading virus that could linger for months — potentially infecting thousands, disrupting 
Americans' daily lives and grinding to a halt the once-strong economy that Trump officials view 
as key to the president's reelection. 

"Right now, there's probably hundreds or low thousands of cases ... that aren't reported yet," 
Trump's former FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb said on "Face the Nation" Sunday, 
referencing a new estimate of spreading coronavirus in Washington state. "One of the mistakes, 
one of the challenges was getting the diagnostic testing in place." 

Having failed to track and quash isolated cases, it may be too late to now guard against a 
widespread outbreak of coronavirus in the United States. Health officials have increasingly 
shifted their mindset from "containment" — stopping the virus altogether — to "mitigation," or 
preventing the virus' worst effects on Americans. Chris Meekins, a former Trump administration 
HHS emergency-preparedness official, on Sunday said the risk of significant U.S. outbreaks had 
risen from 33 percent to 75 percent in the last week alone. 

Azar's job is not believed to be in imminent jeopardy, people close to the White House said, in 
part because firing the nation's top health official in the midst of an outbreak would prompt 
further questions about the administration's response effort. 

But Azar — who already has few friends within the White House, which weighed a list of 
potential replacements in December — has been further weakened internally by his brief period 
leading Trump's coronavirus task force, during which he battled repeatedly with national 
security staffers over strategy and frustrated White House officials who at times questioned 
whether he was withholding information. 



Meanwhile, Azar's attempts to publicly play down the risks of the virus — saying for weeks that 
there were just more than a dozen U.S. cases — were criticized by some officials as too-
optimistic at the time and, in retrospective, seen as incautious. The HHS secretary repeated the 
message across four congressional hearings last week and national TV briefings, even as it 
turned out the virus was silently spreading in the United States. 

"Focusing on just 15 cases was a tragic health care disservice," said a former HHS official. 
"Hospitals and health providers needed to know about the risks and get ready to take more 
steps." 

Sarah Karlin-Smith contributed to this report. 
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(b)(6) 
From: @ovp.eop.gov 

Sent: Thu, 5 Mar 2020 00:14:34 +0000 

To: Short, Marc T. 

EOP/OVP;RLW  (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: Powers, Pamela 

Subject: White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting - 3:30pm EST 

Will confirm your attendance for tomorrow at 3:30pm. Thank you. 
Get Outlook for iOS  
From: N(b)(6) ovp.eop.gov  "6) 1@ovp.eop.gov> on behalf of Short, Marc T. W  
EOP/OVP (b)(6) _ov p.eop.gov> 



Sent:  Wednesday, March 4, 2020 7:13:21 PM 
To: c (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

_ 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting - 3:30pm EST 

When: Thursday, March 5, 2020 3:30 PM-4:30 PM. 

Where: White House(b)(6) Room 

All, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting on Thursday, March 
5, at 3:30 pm EST in the White Houst(b)(6) Room. All materials will be forthcoming. 

Please note: Due to scheduled travel, the Vice President will convene this meeting over the 
phone. All principals not accompanying the Vice President on tomorrow's trip will be 
expected to attend the meeting in person. 

Thank you, 



(b)(6) 

xecutive ssistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Offic ice President 
(202) 881 

b)(6) 



From: RLW 

Sent: Thu, 5 Mar 2020 01:20:36 +0000 

To: RLW 

Subject: White House Coronavirus Task Force Mtg 



From: RLW 

Sent: Thu, 5 Mar 2020 15:49:24 +0000 

To: RLW 

Subject: HOLD - Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 



From: 
Sent: 
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Subject: 
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Mon, 2 Mar 2020 20:00:45 +0000 
RLW 
[EXTERNAL] The Hill 

https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/485513-white-house-adds-va-secretary-cms-chief-to-
coronavirus-task-force  

(b)(6) 



From: 
(b)(6) @ovp.eop.gov> 

Sent: Tue, 3 Mar 2020 00:13:20 +0000 

To: 
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting - 4:00pm 

All, 

There will be a Coronavirus Task  Force Principals Meeting tomorrow afternoon, Tuesday, March 
3, at 4:00 pm in the White House (b)(6) Room. Agenda and other materials will be 
forthcoming. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 
EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 
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Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 ,(b)(6) 
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Sent: 
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[EXTERNAL] Fwd: Trump's team shifts tone from preventing coronavirus to 

From: POLITICO Pro Health Care <politicoemail@politicopro.com> 
Date:  March 2, 2020 at 7:47:10 PM EST 
To: (b)(6) Oriponsociety.org> 
Subject: Trump's team shifts tone from preventing coronavirus to containing it 
Reply-To: "POLITICO subscriptions" <reply-fe971c727160017c75-553241_HTML-
775930271-1376319-275100@politicoemail.com> 

Trump's team shifts tone from preventing coronavirus to containing it 

By Brianna Ehley 

03/02/2020 07:45 PM EST 

Top Trump administration officials are shifting their message on the coronavirus outbreak, 
emphasizing efforts to contain, and no longer prevent, the disease. 

The tone at a Monday afternoon White House briefing with Vice President Mike Pence and 
members of Trump's coronavirus task force marked a notable change from earlier efforts to tamp 
down fear of community spread of the disease — a tacit acknowledgment of a surge in new cases 
over the past two days and six reported deaths. There are currently 43 confirmed cases in the 
U.S., including 26 involving people who had no known exposure to the virus. 

"Now we're focused on mitigation of the spread, as well as the treatment of the people affected," 
Pence said. The comments came shortly after Washington state officials announced four 
additional deaths. 

HHS Secretary Alex Azar stressed the immediate risk to the American public remains low, but 
added: "The degree of risk has the potential to change quickly." He said officials expect more 
confirmed cases as the U.S. 's testing capacity is expected to dramatically ramp up this week. 

FDA Commissioner Stephen Hahn said there could be up to 1 million tests performed this week, 
though experts have cautioned that is unlikely and that the CDC is still playing catch up. 

The CDC has faced scrutiny in recent days regarding problems with the initial diagnostic test, 
which has delayed the ability to identify suspected patients, as well as detect community spread. 
The agency on Monday removed a tally of how many people have been tested for coronavirus 
from its website but didn't respond to requests for comment on the change. 

The shift in emphasis to containing the virus came after Trump met with a group of 



pharmaceutical executives to discuss the development of therapies and potential vaccines. 

Pence said therapeutics to treat the virus could be available as early as this summer, while a 
vaccine may not be ready until next year. Trump and Pence plan to visit the National Institutes of 
Health to observe some of the work on Tuesday. 

Pence is also due to discuss emergency funding for the response efforts with Republican and 
Democratic senators on Tuesday. Lawmakers are still negotiating a package that could include 
up to $8 billion in funding. The Trump administration initially proposed a $2.5 billion package 
that included $1.25 billion in new spending. 

Pence was joined by Ambassador Deborah Birx, whom he appointed to lead the coronavirus 
response. He also added three new officials to the task force, including VA Secretary Robert 
Wilkie, CMS Administrator Seema Verma and Surgeon General Jerome Adams. 

Azar still chairs the task force but reports to Pence and Birx. 
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[EXTERNAL] Fwd: Senate Democrats press DeVos for details on coronavirus plan 

(b)(6) 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: POLITICO Pro <politicoemail@politicopro.com> 
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Subject: Senate Democrats press DeVos for details on coronavirus plan 
Reply-To: "POLITICO subscriptions" <reply-fe971c727160017c75-553241_HTML-
775930271-1376319-275267@politicoemalcom> 

Senate Democrats press DeVos for details on coronavirus plan 

By Bianca Quilantan 

03/02/2020 08:05 PM EST 

Senate Democrats tonight pushed Education Secretary Betsy DeVos to provide more details 
about the department's preparedness should a coronavirus outbreak ensue that would affect 
higher education and K-12 operations. 

At the center of a letter sent  to the department is DeVos' announcement of a coronavirus task 
force while at a congressional hearing last week. Senate Democrats asked what role the task 
force is playing, who the members are, how the department is communicating with schools about 
the virus and how the department will address the impact of the coronavirus on students, teachers 
and staff. 

"It is essential that experts across the federal government work together to disseminate science 
and fact-based information to the public as decisions are made," the senators wrote. 

Lawmakers are demanding answers to their questions by no later than March 9. 

In the letter, lawmakers also expressed their concern about reports of bullying, harassment and 
discrimination of students of Asian descent, and urged the department to issue specific guidance 
to schools to prevent discrimination. 

Frank Brogan, the assistant secretary for elementary and secondary education, is leading the K-

 



12 response, and Bob King, the assistant secretary for postsecondary education, is leading the 
higher education response, including Federal Student Aid, POLITICO reported last week. 

The letter comes as federal public health officials are urging schools to brace for more cases of 
the virus. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has recommended that schools across 
the country develop contingency plans for school dismissals and closures, as well as the 
continuation of classes online. 

Sens. Patty Murray, (Wash.), Maggie Hassan (N.H), Bob Casey  (Penn.), Chris Murphy (Conn.), 
Tammy Baldwin (Wis.), Jacky Rosen  (Nev.), Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), Elizabeth Warren (Mass.), 
Tina Smith (Mimi.) and Tim Kaine (Va.) signed the letter. 

Nicole Gaudiano contributed to this report. 
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EOP/OVI b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: 
EOP/OVP  

Subject: 
Agenda 

Attachments: 

EOP/OVP 

[EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting - 4:15pm + 

White House Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 03.03.2020 1600.docx 

b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

From: 

 

(b)(6) . EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 

    

 ovp.eop.gov> 

Tue, 3 Mar 2020 15:30:40 +0000 

All, 

b)(6) 

Sent: 
To: 



There will be a Coronaviru 
4:15 pm in the White Hous 
will be forthcoming. 

 

Principals Meeting this afternoon, Tuesday, March 3, at 
oom. Agenda attached. Seating chart and other materials 

(b)(6) 

   

Thank you, 

b)(6) 

 

xecutive ssistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Tuesday March 3, 2020 

4:15pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks - Vice President Pence 

(b)(5) 
- Seema Verma, Administrator 

for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 

1- Steve Biegun, Deputy Secretary 
b)(5) 

(Dept. of State) & Matt Pottinger, Assistant to the President and Deputy 

National Security Advisor 

IV. 
(b)(5) 

- Russ Vought, Director (OMB) 

(b)(6) 

Special Assistant to the President, Senior Director for Resilience 

Policy (NSC) 

V 
(b)(5) 

- Russ Vought, Director (OMB) & Matt 

Pottinger, Assistant to the President and Deputy National Security Advisor & 

(b)(6) 

SAP and Senior Director for Border and Transportation Security 

National Security Council 

VI. (b)(5) 
- Russ Vought, Director (OMB) 

VII. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Importance: 

(b)(6) 

 

Tue, 3 Mar 2020 16:10:50 +0000 

RLW 

Powers, Pamela 

FW: White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting - 4:15pm + Agenda 

High 

Sir —  I RSVP'd no for you — told the WH you were on Official Travel today. Told both 
an Thank you. 

(b)(6) 

 

From  (b)(6)  EOP/OVP 4(b)(6) D ovp.eop.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 3, 2020 10:37 AM 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting - 4:15pm + Agenda 

Importance: High 

All, 

There will be a Coronavirus Task Force  Principals Meeting this afternoon, Tuesday, March 3, at 
4:15 pm in the White House(b)(6) ooin. Agenda attached. Seating chart and other materials 
will be forthcoming. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

xecutive ssistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881-

 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 
EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" From: 

(b)(6) 

bent: 
To: 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) EOP/OVP Cc: b)(6) 

@ovp.eop.gov> 

Tue, 3 Mar 2020 19:07:12 +0000 

EOP/OVP0)(6) , kW/OVP1(b)(6) IEOP/OVP 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting - 4:15pm + 

Updated Agenda + Seating Chart 

Attachments: White House Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 03.03.2020 1600.docx, WHSR JFK 

Seating Chart - White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.3.20 - 0415.pptx 

Importance: High 



All, 

There will be a Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting this afternoon, Tuesday, March 3, at 
4:15 pm in the White House(b)(6) Room. Updated agenda and seating chart attached. 

Please note:  The attached seating chart has been approved by The White House. No changes 
are expected. 

Thank you, 

b)(6) 

xecutwe ssistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Tuesday March 3, 2020 

4:15pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence 

;b)(5) 
— Seema Verma, Administrator 

for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 

(b)(5) 

- Steve Biegun, Deputy Secretary 

(Dept. of State) & Matt Pottinger, Assistant to the President and Deputy 

National Security Advisor 

(b)(5) 

IV. 

V 

- Russ Vought, Director (OMB) & Matt 

Pottinger, Assistant to the President and Deputy National Security Advisor 

,b)(5) 

1

— Russ Vought, Director (OMB) & Matt 

Pottinger, Assistant to the President and Deputy National Security Advisor & 

(b)(6) 

SAP and Senior Director for Border and Transportation Security 

National Security Council 

(b)(5) 

VI. — Russ Vought, Director (OMB) 

VII. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 
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WHSR EXEC OVER FLOWDATE: 03 MAR 2020TIME: 1000hrs EST 

VTC PARTICIPANTS 

(b)(6) 

  

Matt Morgan DAP 

 

(HHS) 

 

COUNCIL / OVP 

(b)(6) (b)(6) 

Derek Kan (OMB) (b)(6) 

(b)(6) b)(6) 
(b)(6) (b)(6) 



From: 
(b)(6) 

Sent: 
To: 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

  

(b)(6) 
EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 

  

)ovp.eop.gov> 

Tue, 3 Mar 2020 19:27:45 +0000 

(b)(6) (b)(6) 
Cc: EOP/OVP  

EOP/OVP  (b)(6)  EOP/OVP;  (b)(6)  EOP/OVP 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting - 4:15pm + 

Updated Agenda + Updated Final Seating Chart 

Attachments: White House Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 03.03.2020 1600.docx, WHSR JFK 

Seating Chart - White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.3.20 - 0415 v.2.pptx 

Importance: High 



All, 

There will be a Coronavirus Task Force  Principals Meeting this afternoon, Tuesday, March 3, at 
4:15 pm in the White House(b)(6) loom. Updated agenda and seating chart attached. 

Please note:  The attached seating chart has been approved by The White House. No changes 
are expected. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 
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WHSR EXEC OVER FLOWDATE: 03 MAR 2020TIME: 1000hrs EST 

VTC PARTICIPANTS 

(b)(6) 

LEG. Adv. / NSC 

(b)(6) 

    

Matt Morgan 
(HHS) 

(b)(6) (b)(6) 

(b)(6) (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 
(b)(6) 

Derek Kan (OMB) 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

;b)(6) 

 

Wed, 4 Mar 2020 00:51:17 +0000 

RLW 

[EXTERNAL] Fwd: Coronavirus emergency bill stalled over vaccine cost concerns 

(b)(6) 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: POLITICO Pro <politicoemail@politicopro.com> 
Date:  March 3, 2020 at 7:46:47 PM EST 
To: (b)(6) priponsociety.org> 
Subject: Coronavirus emergency bill stalled over vaccine cost concerns 
Reply-To: "POLITICO subscriptions" <reply-fe971c727160017c75-553241_HTML-
775930271-1376319-278562@politicoemail.com> 

Coronavirus emergency bill stalled over vaccine cost concerns 

By Sarah Ferris, Sarah Owermohle, Heather Caygle 

03/03/2020 04:28 PM EST 

House and Senate leaders have run into last-minute snags on a $7.5 billion emergency package to 
combat the U.S. spread of coronavirus, including disputes over vaccine availability and hospital 
reimbursement costs. 

Top Democrats say the House is still expected to vote on the package Wednesday, with the 
Senate likely to follow suit as soon as Thursday. But the timeline for unveiling that legislation 
has slipped, possibly as late as Wednesday morning, amid policy fights between the two parties. 

With the number of U.S. cases steadily rising, Speaker Nancy Pelosi is negotiating with Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell to find a deal that could pass both chambers this week, doling 
out money quickly to state and local health departments. 

The biggest issue, according to several people familiar with negotiations, involves a Democratic 
attempt to control the costs of vaccines and other treatments that are developed in response to the 
outbreak. Other issues include details of hospital reimbursement for uninsured patients and 
whether to pay for a provision to help expand telemedicine, which would cost roughly $500 
million. 

"Vaccines should be affordable. It's just as simple as that," Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.), a top 



appropriator, said as she left a Democratic leadership meeting on Tuesday night. 

"It's going back and forth. That's where we are," DeLauro added. "There are no firm answers at 
the moment, but we're moving toward getting this done and getting it done this week because the 
need is so critical. We have to get it done this week." 

Pelosi and her top deputies briefed their fellow Democrats on the status of the emergency 
funding package on Tuesday night and outlined the remaining issues. A fmal deal could still be 
reached Tuesday night, they said, but could take until Wednesday morning. 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer had complained earlier Tuesday that Republican 
lawmakers were resisting Democratic efforts to stave off potential price-gauging of vaccines or 
other products. 

"Our Republican friends don't want to see the kinds of limitations that we want to see," Schumer 
said after a briefing with members of the White House's coronavirus task force, including Vice 
President Mike Pence and HHS Secretary Alex Azar. 

The I I th hour policy battles come after both parties had intended to present a united front against 
the potential epidemic, with House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer of Maryland and Republican 
leader Kevin McCarthy of California trading offers on details of the package as recently as 
Tuesday. Republicans and Democrats both stressed that the response to the virus should avoid 
mudslinging and fingerpointing. 

Still, some of the final details of the massive funding package have come down to partisan 
talking points. 

Democrats are insisting the spending package include significant funding to purchase large 
amounts of coronavirus diagnostics, treatments and vaccine, when it becomes available, which 
would then be made available to the public free of cost, according to a senior Democratic aide. 

The Democratic aide said Republicans are trying to eliminate the "fair and reasonable price" 
federal procurement standard for the vaccines and treatments that will be developed and 
purchased with the emergency funds. "Fair and reasonable price" is a basic standard to prevent 
price gouging in federal contracts. 

Republicans, however, argue they are trying to fight Democratic efforts to create a new set of 
price controls and that they are not asking for changes to the underlying procurement standards. 

The administration's top scientists have said any coronavirus vaccine could be at least a year 
away from reaching the market. Moderna Therapeutics is working with National Institutes of 
Health on a vaccine while Johnson & Johnson has received funding from HHS's Biomedical 
Advanced Research and Development Authority. 

The bill would provide funding for masks, ventilators, community preparations and vaccine 
development, Schumer said. But it's silent on how much vaccines developed with the 
government's backing should cost. 



"We are not going to say the companies after we taxpayers have paid for it, 'now go out and 
make a huge profit.' That's not going to happen," said Senate Appropriations ranking member 
Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.). 

Congressional leaders still plan to pass an emergency package by the end of this week, with 
funding levels much closer to the $8.5 billion Democrats suggested than the Trump 
administration's $2.5 billion request. 

Both House and Senate leaders have stepped into overdrive as the global coronavirus outbreak 
poses a rising threat to the U.S., with 122 cases of the virus now reported. 

Lawmakers have also dramatically stepped up their oversight of the Trump administration's 
response, which had drawn flak in the early days of the outbreak, with its mixed messaging and a 
slow rollout of tests as cases accumuluate. 

Senate Democrats on Tuesday confronted Pence over the federal government's response to the 
outbreak, even as leaders of both parties have quietly urged lawmakers to present a united front. 

Multiple Democrats said Pence and the task force did not have enough answers on testing kits, 
costs of care and what will happen to people who do not have insurance. 

Lawmakers including Democratic Sens. Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell of Washington, where 
nine deaths have been confirmed, challenged Pence during the hourlong meeting, which became 
contentious at times, according to attendees. 

"The failure to develop and distribute working test kits to public health agencies has really cost 
us valuable time," Murray said afterward. "I'm hearing from people personally across our state 
who are frustrated. They believe they have been exposed, they are sick, they want to get tested 
— but they have nowhere to go." 

Roughly $900 million in the bill would go toward purchasing equipment including masks and 
ventilators. Murray said that officials told senators they had stockpiled masks, but that there were 
not enough. 

Separately, health insurers want assurances the government will help pay the cost of widespread 
testing or expensive treatment. 

"There's not enough test kits. We don't know how wide it is. And it's because the president 
dropped the ball early," said Sen. Jon Tester (D-Mont.). 

Meanwhile, at the Senate Republican lunch, one attendee said senators suggested to Pence that 
the administration's medical experts be the "point people" for the federal response. 

"No real pushback other than the recommendation that they just use people that are not 
politically appointed, real professionals in the area that way there can't be argument — oh, this is 
just political spin, it's coming from doctors," the attendee said. 

Pence, who President Donald Trump designated the lead on the virus response last week, made 



the rounds as the Trump administration tried to move past a raucous few days of partisan finger-
pointing. 

Earlier on Tuesday, Pence hosted a group of House members who belong to the bipartisan 
Problem Solvers Caucus in the White House situation room. His message, according to several 
attendees, was to avoid political bickering as the U.S. grapples with a health crisis with a scale 
that remains unknown. 

Rep. Stephanie Murphy (D-Fla.) laid out concerns with the administration's outreach, including 
mixed messaging from Trump himself and various health agencies, according to multiple people 
in the room. 

Murphy, whose home city of Orlando includes Disney World, pressed Pence on which source of 
information should be trusted. Pence instructed her to refer to the CDC's website. 

Another Democrat, Rep. Dean Phillips of Minnesota, challenged information the administration 
has presented about the risk of transmission. He later said he urged the administration to be as 
transparent and "as conservative" as possible. 

Sarah Karlin-Smith, Caitlin Emma, Andrew Desiderio, Marianne LeVine and Susannah Luthi 
contributed to this report. 

To view online: 
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/budget-appropriations/article/2020/03/coronavirus-emergency-
bill-stalled-over-vacc ine-cost-concerns-3977259  

You received this POLITICO Pro content because your customized settings include: Public 
Health, Health, Infectious Diseases, Health Care Costs, Diseases and Conditions, Drugs and 
Pharmaceuticals, Disease Prevention, Vaccines. To change your alert settings, please go to 
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/settings. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Agenda 
Attachments: 

(b)(6) 

Wed, 4 Mar 2020 19:23:30 +0000 
RLW 
Powers, Pamela (b)(6) 

FW: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting - 03.04.2020 at 1630 + 

White House Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 03.04.20 0430.docx 

SIR - Will print out for you now. 

From  ?X6) EOP/OVP M(6)  povp.eop.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 4, 2020 2:21 PM 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting - 03.04.2020 at 1630 + Agenda 

Good afternoon, 

This email is being send to support staff and assistants. 

Please share the preliminary agenda with your principals ahead of this afternoon's White House 
Coronavirus Task Force Meeting at 4:30 pm EST. 

We will keep you updated as edits are made to the agenda and other materials for the meeting. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881-

 

0)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Wednesday, March 4, 2020 

4:30pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence 

(b)(5) — Bob Salesses, Deputy Assistant 

Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense Integration and DSCA (DOD) 

(b)(5) — Matt Pottinger, Assistant to 

the President and Deputy National Security Advisor & Steve Biegun, Deputy 

Secretary (Dept. of State) 

IV. 
(b)(5) 

 

(b)(6) 

SAP and Senior Director for Border and 

   

     

Transportation Security National Security Council 

V Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 



1(b)(6) (b)(6) EOP/OVP;E(b)(6) EOP/OVP 

(b)(6) . EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" From: 
@ovp.eop.gov> 

Wed, 4 Mar 2020 20:27:32 +0000 

(b)(6) 

Sent: 
To: 

Cc:  
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting - 4:30pm 

Attachments: WHSR JFK Seating Chart - White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.4.20 - 

FINAL.pptx, Global Level 2 Health Advisory March 4 (004) (002).docx, White House Coronavirus Task 

Force Agenda 03.04.20 1630.docx 

All, 



There will be a Coronavirus  Task Force Principals Meeting today, Wednesday, March 4, at 4:30 
pm in the White HOUSI " 6) 100M. Agenda, seating chart, and supplemental material(s) 
attached. 

Please note:  The attached seating chart has been approved by The White House. No changes 
are expected. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881-
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The CDC has issued a Level 1 Global Travel Watch in response to COVID-19. Please visit the CDC 
page for more information about this notice and for more information about COVID-19. 

Due to the CDC's Level 1 Global Travel Watch, the Department of State has issued a Global Level 2 
Health Advisory advising U.S. citizen travelers and those residing abroad to exercise increased caution 
due to COVID-19. 

You are encouraged to visit travel.state.gov to view individual country Travel Advisories for the most 
urgent threats to safety and security. Please also visit the website of the relevant U.S. embassy or 
consulate to see information on entry restrictions, foreign quarantine policies, and urgent health 
information provided by local governments. 

Travelers are urged to enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) to receive Alerts and 
make it easier to locate you in an emergency. The Department uses these Alerts to convey information 
about terrorist threats, security incidents, planned demonstrations, natural disasters, etc. In an emergency, 
please contact the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate or call the following numbers: 1(888) 407-4747 
(toll-free in the United States and Canada) or 1 (202) 501-4444 from other countries. 

For further information: 

• Consult the CDC website for the most up-to-date information. 
• For the most recent information on what you can do to reduce your risk of contracting 

COVID-19 please see the CDC's latest recommendations. 
• Check with your airlines or cruise lines regarding any updated information about your 

travel plans and/or restrictions. 
• Visit our Embassy webpages on COVID-19 for information on conditions in each 

country. 
• Visit the Department of Homeland Security's website on the latest travel restrictions to 

the U.S. 
• Seek medical care right away if you believe you may have COVID-19 (or similar 

symptoms) or were exposed to someone who may have COVID-19 in the last six weeks. 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Wednesday, March 4, 2020 

4:30pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks - Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(5) 

   

-Dr. 
;b)(6) 

Director of the Influenza Division in 

   

the National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases (NCIRD) (CDC) & 

Dr. ;b)(6) Director for the Division of Global Migration and Quarantine (CDC) 

(b)(5) - Bob Salesses, Deputy Assistant Secretary 

of Defense for Homeland Defense Integration and DSCA (DOD) 

IV. 
(b)(5) 

- Matt Pottinger, Assistant to the 

President and Deputy National Security Advisor & Steve Biegun, Deputy Secretary 

(Dept. of State) 

V. 
(b)(5) 

 

- Larry Kudlow, Assistant to the President for Economic Policy & 

 

Director of the National Economic Council 

 

VI. 
(b)(5) 

 

(International/Foreign/Domestic/Entry/Exit) - 

 

(b)(6) 
SAP and Senior Director for Border and Transportation Security National 

Security Council & Ken Cuccinelli, Acting Deputy Secretary (OHS) & Gary Rasicot, 

Acting Assistant Secretary, Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction (OHS) 

VII. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 



b)(6) 

EOP/OVP 
 (b)(6) 

EOP/WHO 

OPIOV 
b)(6) 

Cc: 

From: (b)(6) EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 
(b)(6) @ovp.eop.gov> 

Sent: Thu, 5 Mar 2020 18:09:49 +0000 

To: (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting - 3:30pm 
EST + Agenda + Seating Chart 

Attachments: White House Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.5.20.docx, WHSR JFK Seating 

Chart - White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.5.20 1530.pptx 



Importance: High 

All, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting on Thursday, March 
5, at 3:30 pm EST in the White Hous(b)(6) Room. Agenda and seating chart attached. 

Please note: Due to scheduled travel, the Vice President will convene this meeting over the 
phone. All principals not accompanying the Vice President on tomorrow's trip will be 
expected to attend the meeting in person. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881. (b)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 
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WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Thursday, March 5, 2020 

3:30pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

;b)(5) 
— Dr. Ann Schuchat, Principal Deputy Director of the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

;b)(5) 

— Ken Cuccinelli, Acting Deputy Secretary 

(OHS) & Gary Rasicot, Acting Assistant Secretary, Countering Weapons of Mass 

Destruction (OHS) 

b)(5) 

1
— Larry Kudlow, Assistant to the President for Economic Policy & 

Director of the National Economic Council 

V. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 

IV. 
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RLW 

[EXTERNAL] FW: A presidency of 2 for coronavirus: Trump hands his sidekick the 

A presidency of 2 for coronavirus: Trump hands his sidekick the job of a savior 

By Gabby On, Anita Kumar 

03/06/2020 09:21 AM EST 

President Donald Trump is finally securing the presidency he's always wanted: He rallies the 
people. Mike Pence governs them. 

As Trump prepares to decamp to his oceanfront club in West Palm Beach this weekend, 
surrounded by GOP donors and top aides, the vice president will travel to Florida for a Saturday 
meeting with cruise ship operators about the rapidly evolving coronavirus crisis. The striking 
split-screen view that has played out this week and will continue in Florida — of a president 
dispensing questionable theories about the virus and prioritizing his 2020 campaign, while his 
hyper-focused deputy tackles a life-or-death problem of governance — has put a longstanding 
Trump practice in its starkest relief yet. 

It's a price those in Trump's orbit often pay for access to him and his devoted base: If they do the 
heavy lifting and allow him to take credit, they remain in his good graces. 

Trump's own son Donald Trump Jr. once offered ex-Ohio Gov. John Kasich, then a top rival of 
his father's in the 2016 GOP primary, a chance to become the most powerful vice president in 
U.S. history if he agreed to take the lead on domestic and foreign policy and let Trump handle 
the rest. Kasich declined the offer, opening the door for Pence to add his name to Trump's ticket 
and face his turn taking charge of an unfortunate issue while the president handles the broad 
strokes messaging. 

That moment arrived last week. Trump entrusted his vice president with fighting coronavirus as 

head of the government's coronavirus task force, then hit the campaign trail for rallies in the 
Carolinas and a rowdy speech at the annual Conservative Political Action Conference in 
between. 

Trump abruptly canceled his scheduled visit to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in 
Atlanta Friday. A White House official said the president did not want to "interfere with the 
CDC 's mission to protect the health and welfare of their people and the agency." A White House 
meeting with airline CEO on Wednesday to discuss coronavirus prevention measures was the 
last coronavirus-related event on Trump's schedule. 

Meanwhile, Pence canceled a string of campaign appearances in Minnesota, Wisconsin and 
North Carolina this week to tend to states that are grappling with multiple cases of the virus and 



reassure Americans the outbreak is under control. 

On Thursday, the vice president traveled to a Minneapolis business that manufactures N95 
respirators, a type of facemask that can protect health care workers from coronavirus patients, 
and visit Washington state, where coronavirus deaths reached double digits this week, to meet 
with Democratic Gov. Jay Inslee and other local officials. Prior to departing the White House for 
a televised town hall in Pennsylvania, Trump spent his day tweeting more than a dozen times 
about 2020 Democrats, his approval rating, Super Tuesday results and so-called sanctuary cities. 

The side-by-side view was magnified by Pence's daily updates from the White House briefing 
room, where he and a team of infectious disease experts and Cabinet personnel calmly responded 
to questions about containment efforts, test-kit availability and the overall threat of the virus. 

"Those of us paying attention saw two things on TV this week: Mike Pence doing his best to 
provide answers and reassurance, and Donald Trump sharing his 'hunch' about the severity of 
this virus," said one person close to the White House, referring to a comment Trump made 
during a Wednesday night interview with Fox News' Sean Hannity. 

Other presidents have assigned plenty of thorny challenges to their vice presidents — such as 
foreign trips and task-force assignments — but few have been as critical domestic threats as the 
latest one. 

Pence allies insisted the two men are totally comfortable with each other's roles, noting they 
speak several times a day and are both devoted to protecting Americans' health and safety. 

Still, the vice president has made a habit of showering his boss with effusive praise during his 
task force updates, in addition to mentioning items he knows Trump pays attention to — 
suggesting Pence is keenly aware of the president's sensitivities. 

"I'm going to stay focused on the task the president gave me — and I promise you it's what the 
president is focused on — and that's the health and safety of the American people. We had a big 
day on Wall Street yesterday. I think it set a record," Pence told reporters on Tuesday. 

One former White House official said the vice president quickly learned that Trump responds 
well to flattery and now incorporates it nearly every time he speaks. 

"If you look at Pence's remarks — and it doesn't matter if he's speaking on something big or 
small — one of the first things he always does is to highlight the president's actions and the 
president's leadership," the official said. 

Much of the deference Pence has shown — on coronavirus, China, North American trade and 
other aspects of the president's agenda that Trump has added to his portfolio — stems from an 
understanding that the president generally distrusts those around him, not including family 
members who work inside the West Wing. 

In many ways, Pence's unflinching loyalty has been the glue that holds his relationship with 
Trump intact. 



When Trump was asked to name his closest friend in Washington during a Fox News town hall 
Thursday, for example, the only name he offered was Pence's. 

"Well, I get along great with our vice president. I keep hearing I'm replacing him... every day I 
hear, 'He's going to put this one and that one [on the 2020 ticket].' But if! did that, it would be a 
great act of disloyalty," Trump said. 

The confidence Trump maintains in Pence has also meant he trusts him to handle key issues and 
to conduct crisis management when things go awry. 

When the president abruptly announced a troop withdrawal from Syria last fall, causing the 
region to spiral into chaos, Pence was one of the first U.S. officials dispatched to Iraq to meet 
with the leader of the Kurdish region. 

On Wednesday, Pence was dispatched to Capitol Hill to assure lawmakers — some of whom 
have criticized the administration for being slow to respond to coronavirus — that the 
administration has the outbreak under control. 

"I am glad Vice President Pence was there to say 'lam taking control,' surrounded by scientists 
and health care officials — that's what you are supposed to do," Rep. Lou Correa (D-Calif.) told 
CNN following the vice president's visit. 

While Pence has taken the lead on the administration's efforts to combat coronavirus, Trump has 
made a point to talk about the virus in less conventional ways — including on Twitter and in a 
phone interview with Hannity — all while his regular schedule continues. He promoted his 
economic and trade agenda at a gathering of Hispanic business groups on Wednesday and 
participated in the Fox News town hall in Scranton, Pa., the hometown of former Vice President 
Joe Biden, one of his chief 2020 rivals. 

When he arrives in Florida late Friday, Trump is expected to address members of the Republican 
National Committee's finance team at the party's spring meeting, according to a person familiar 
with the meeting. He will also headline a series of fundraisers throughout the weekend for his 
reelection effort, including a donor breakfast on Sunday with Sampat Shivangi, an Indian 
American physician from Mississippi who will serve as a delegate for Trump at the GOP 
convention in July. 

Pence is also expected to speak to the RNC Finance Committee, but a person familiar with the 
meeting schedule said the vice president may cancel or perhaps stop by but longer speak. 

"The president has got his own mind," said Hossein Khorram, a Trump Victory Finance 
committeeman, who will be in south Florida to attend events for those who have raised more 
than $100,000. "He doesn't listen to what anyone else thinks." 

Khorram, who lives in Washington State, where coronavirus deaths reached double digits this 
week, said Trump shouldn't cancel his events because it wouldn't make much of a difference to 
state and local governments who are the ones currently battling coronavirus: "They're the ones 
really in charge." 



But Trump has made minor adjustments to his upcoming travel plans, including adding a trip to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta on Friday. He was scheduled to speak 
at a huge global health technology conference in Orlando on Monday — but the event was 
canceled due to coronavirus concerns.  (Trump remains scheduled to headline a fundraiser at the 
Orlando home of businessman Bob Dello Russo that day, according to a person familiar with his 
schedule.) 

The president will also travel to the Nashville area on Friday to meet with local officials 
following a series of deadly tornadoes that ravaged Music City and its suburbs earlier this week. 
Still, Trump is slated to spend three nights this weekend at his south Florida retreat, Mar-a-Lago, 
where he is known to socialize with club members and their guests and golf at his nearby club. 

Rob Stutzman, a Republican consultant who runs a firm in California, which is also being shaken 
by coronavirus cases, said Trump currently faces his own optics challenge as he campaigns 
across the country. Whereas Pence must avoid overshadowing the president, who is notoriously 
sensitive about his own brand, Trump can't afford to appear lackadaisical in the midst of a public 
health crisis — much less, one that could have long-lasting impacts on the U.S. economy and 
psyche. 

"A big part of his responsibility will be to ensure an effective public health response while 
mitigating damage to the economy. This is a difficult balance, but maintaining a normal schedule 
conveys the same to Americans and keeps the economy moving," said Stutzman. "And for 
now... continuing with rallies and fundraising seems appropriate given the full tilt of the 
Democrat campaigns." 

And throughout his term, Trump often has proven immune to threats that would've knocked 
down other presidents — as Trump himself likes to say with his resilient poll numbers. 

"The challenge with Trump is virtually nothing hurts him at all," said Eric Dezenhall, a crisis 
management consultant who worked in the Reagan White House. "You can't judge him the way 
you judge other presidents. He really can do whatever he wants." 

Trump's allies added that he doesn't need to halt his schedule because he has received praise for 
putting Pence, a former governor familiar with disaster management, in charge. Though 
congressional Democrats and 2020 hopefuls criticized the move based on Pence's handling of an 
HIV outbreak in Indiana during his time as governor, the president was commended for adding 
Ambassador-at-large Debbie Birx, a widely respected AIDS expert, to the coronavirus task 
force. 

"He's getting marks over the last few days," said a Republican who speaks to the president. "If 
you tell everyone to keep a normal life then he should keep a normal life." 

To view online: 
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/health-care/article/2020/03/a-presidency-of-2-for-coronavirus-
trump-hands-his-sideki ck-the-job-of-a-savior-1888764  
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From: Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP 

Sent: Thu, 5 Mar 2020 12:57:06 +0000 

To: Short. Marc T.  

EOP/OVP; (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

  

    

 

Cc: (b)(6) 

 

 

(b)(6) 

  

    

Subject: 
EST 

Attachments: 

[EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting - 2:00pm 

White House Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 03.06.20.docx 



Importance: High 

All, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting on Friday, March 6, at 
2:00 pm EST  in the White House(b)(6) loom. 

An email for RSVPs ahead of tomorrow afternoon's meeting will be sent out this evening. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Friday, March 6, 2020 

2:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

;b)(5) 
— Dr. Ann Schuchat, Principal Deputy Director of the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

(b)(5) 
— OHS Rep. (TBD) 

;b)(5) 

IV. — DHS Rep. (TB) 

V. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 



(b)(6) OP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 
@ovp.eop.gov> 

Fri, 6 Mar 2020 17:54:08 +0000 
(b)(6) 

From: 
(b)(6) 

Sent: 
To: 

(b)(6) 

  

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 
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(b)(6) 
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Subject: 
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[EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting - 2:00pm 



EST + Agenda + Seating Chart 

Attachments: White House Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 03.06.20.docx, WHSR JFK Seating 

Chart - White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.6.20.pptx 

Importance: High 

All, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting today, Friday, March 
6, at 2:00 pm EST  in the White House (b)(6) tOOM. 

Please note: Only pre-approved participants will be able to call into this meeting.  

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 
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WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Friday, March 6, 2020 

2:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

;b)(5) 
— Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

 

;b)(5) 
- DHS Rep. (TBD) 

IV. (b)(5) — DHS Rep. (TB) 

V. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 
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19 Calendar 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting - 2:00pm 



EST + Updated Agenda + Seating Chart 
Attachments: WHSR JFK Seating Chart - White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 
3.6.20.pptx, White House Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 03.06.20.docx 
Importance: High 

All, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting today, Friday, March 
6, at 2:00 pm EST  in the White House(b)(6) Room. 

Please note: Only pre-approved participants will be able to call into this meeting.  

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 
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[EXTERNAL] FW: Squabble over mask shortage erupts as coronavirus spreads 

From: POLITICO Pro <politicoemail@politicopro.com> 

Sent:  Thursday, March 5, 2020 12:16 PM 

To: PO) riponsociety.org> 

Subject: Squabble over mask shortage erupts as coronavirus spreads 

Squabble over mask shortage erupts as coronavirus spreads 

By Dan Diamond, David Lim 

03/05/2020 12:15 PM EST 

A squabble is breaking out over whether respirator mask manufacturers need more protection 
from legal liability as the Trump administration presses them to ramp up production amid a 
major shortage during the coronavirus crisis. 

With officials estimating the U.S. has only 1 percent of the masks needed for health workers in a 
full pandemic, Trump administration and mask makers wanted a provision added to the 
emergency coronavirus spending bill to protect manufacturers if wearers get sick. But House 
Democrats, including Speaker Nancy Pelosi, viewed the effort as an expansive legal waiver and 
blocked it from being added to the final version. 

The $8.3 billion spending bill will come up for a vote in the Senate Thursday after passing the 
House on Wednesday. It won't be changed now, but manufacturers and White House officials 
are warning that the omission could lead to hoarding of masks and not enough supply for nurses 
and doctors. 

The fight echoes the post-9/11 debate over whether the government should accept liability for 
anti-terrorism technologies that fail to prevent future attacks or antidotes to anthrax that were 
produced on a large scale. 

Under the 2005 PREP Act, the government assumes the cost of liability claims when it asks 
companies to provide products in response to a public emergency. But the protection doesn't 
apply to items like industrial masks because they're not regulated by the FDA, according to 
Charles Johnson, president of the International Safety Equipment Association. 

The mask supply is a growing concern for the administration as more outbreaks of coronavirus 
are being reported in multiple states. The CDC is trying to speed masks to health care workers 
under an emergency use authorization granted Monday that allows more types of respirators, like 
industrial masks, to be used in health care settings. The FDA already allows a subset of 



respirators  to be used in health care settings. 

HHS this week said the U.S. has about 1 percent of the required respirator masks needed to equip 
health workers in a full-blown pandemic, estimating the medical system would need as many as 
3.5 billion N95 respirator masks in a year. 

Administration officials say the lack of liability protections means manufacturers including 3M, 
Drager and Moldex could potentially face a wave of individual lawsuits, even for circumstances 
like someone wrongly wearing the mask and contracting the virus. Vice President Mike Pence 
and other members of the White House Coronavirus Task Force are set to meet with 3M CEO 
Mike Roman Thursday afternoon to talk about supply chain matters. 

"This liability issue makes it harder for the industry to step up and do the right thing when the 
government asks them to do so," said Johnson, who supports expanding the PREP Act's 
protections. "The masks may be slower to market and into the hands of the people who need 
them." 

"I have worked alongside manufacturers like 3M, who have a plant in Nebraska, who are 
working around the clock manufacturing protection devices," added Rep. Don Bacon  (R-Neb.), 
the lead sponsor of the provision. "Manufacturers must be willing and able to respond in the 
event of an outbreak — this legislation would have done just that." 

3M officials have said Congress' failure to include the language in the spending package could 
lead to hoarding of masks. 

The health department has warned that the provision was an important step to enlist the industry 
to fight coronavirus, said two individuals with knowledge of the deliberations. A White House 
official confirmed that the administration supported the provision. 

"We can't expect companies to go above and beyond to meet the needs of the American people 
when they have the looming threat of litigation hanging over their heads," said one individual 
with knowledge of the talks. 

But Democrats balked at adding the measure. "The committees raised early objections to 
including an expansive liability waiver in the supplemental and the Speaker agreed," said a 
senior Democratic aide. 

Congressional aides familiar also say the industry needs to demonstrate evidence that a blanket 
liability shield is needed in order to make enough masks to fight the coronavirus outbreak. They 
also said the administration hadn't actively pushed for the provision, which introduces 
complications around who's going to pay to cover liability — and could leave Congress on the 
hook to come up with the funding. 
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Trump's mismanagement helped fuel coronavirus crisis 

By Dan Diamond 

03/08/2020 09:13 AM EDT 

On Friday, as coronavirus infections rapidly multiplied aboard a cruise ship marooned off the 
coast of California, health department officials and Vice President Mike Pence came up with a 
plan to evacuate thousands of passengers, avoiding the fate of a similar cruise ship, the Diamond 
Princess, which became a petri dish of coronavirus infections. Quickly removing passengers was 
the safest outcome, health officials and Pence reasoned. 

But President Donald Trump had a different idea: Leave the infected passengers on board — 
which would help keep the number of U.S. coronavirus cases as low as possible. 

"Do I want to bring all those people off? People would like me to do it," Trump admitted at a 
press conference at the CDC later on Friday. "I would rather have them stay on, personally." 

"I don't need to have the numbers double because of one ship that wasn't our fault," Trump 
added, saying that he ultimately empowered Pence to decide whether to evacuate the passengers. 

For six weeks behind the scenes, and now increasingly in public, Trump has undermined his 
administration's own efforts to fight the coronavirus outbreak — resisting attempts to plan for 
worst-case scenarios, overturning a public-health plan upon request from political allies and 
repeating only the warnings that he chose to hear. Members of Congress have grilled top officials 
like Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar and Centers for Disease Control Director 



Robert Redfield over the government's biggest mistake: failing to secure enough testing to head 
off a coronavirus outbreak in the United States. But many current and former Trump 
administration officials say the true management failure was Trump's. 

"It always ladders to the top," said one person helping advise the administration's response, who 
noted that Trump's aides discouraged Azar from briefing the president about the coronavirus 
threat back in January. "Trump's created an atmosphere where the judgment of his staff is that he 
shouldn't need to know these things." 

Interviews with 13 current and former officials, as well as individuals close to the White House, 
painted a picture of a president who rewards those underlings who tell him what he wants to hear 
while shunning those who deliver bad news. For instance, aides heaped praise on Trump for his 
efforts to lock down travel from China — appealing to the president's comfort zone of border 
security — but failed to convey the importance of doing simultaneous community testing, which 
could have uncovered a potential U.S. outbreak. Government officials and independent scientists 
now fear that the coronavirus has been silently spreading in the United States for weeks, as 
unexplained cases have popped up in more than 25 states. 

"It's a clearly difficult situation when the top wants to hear certain answers," said one former 
official who's briefed the White House. "That can make it difficult for folks to express their true 
assessment — even the most experienced and independent minds." 

While Trump last week allowed hospitals and labs to start developing their own coronavirus 
tests, wrongly blaming Obama administration regulations for a delay, the same move could have 
been made weeks ago had the president and his advisers felt it was necessary, said two officials. 

The White House press office declined to comment on the record, referring questions to HHS. 

The health department said that Trump had been responsive to the department's concerns and 
understood the seriousness of the coronavirus threat from the first day he was briefed. 

"The President took early and decisive actions like instituting travel restrictions and utilizing the 
quarantine authority" to protect Americans from the outbreak, an HHS spokesperson said. 

HHS also stressed that Azar and Trump had a good working relationship. 

"The Secretary always offers the President his honest assessment, and always insists when 
briefing the President on public health issues that the relevant experts participate," the 
spokesperson said. 

Trump-inspired disorganization plagues early response 

As the outbreak has grown, Trump has become attached to the daily count of coronavirus cases 
and how the United States compares to other nations, reiterating that he wants the U.S. numbers 
kept as low as possible. Health officials have found explicit ways to oblige him by highlighting 
the most optimistic outcomes in briefings, and their agencies have tamped down on promised 



transparency. The CDC has stopped detailing how many people in the country have been tested 
for the virus, and its online dashboard is running well behind the number of U.S. cases tracked  
by Johns Hopkins and even lags the European Union's own estimate of U.S. cases. 

After senior CDC official Nancy Messonnier correctly warned on Feb. 25 that a U.S. coronavirus 
outbreak was inevitable, a statement that spooked the stock market and broke from the 
president's own message that the situation was under control, Trump himself grew angry and 
administration officials discussed muzzling Messonnier for the duration of the coronavirus crisis, 
said two individuals close to the administration. However, Azar defended her role, and 
Messonnier ultimately was allowed to continue making public appearances, although her tone 
grew less dire in subsequent briefings. 

Trump's defenders can point to many coronavirus crises that, so far, have been failures of 
bureaucracy and disorganization. The president didn't lock out a government scientist from 
CDC. He didn't know that officials decided to fly back coronavirus-infected Americans aboard 
planes with hundreds of others who had tested negative, with Trump bursting in anger when he 
learned the news. 

But Trump has added to that disorganization through his own decisions. Rather than empower a 
sole leader to fight the outbreak, as President Barack Obama did with Ebola in 2014, he set up a 
system where at least three different people — Azar, Vice President Mike Pence and coronavirus 
task force coordinator Debbie Birx — can claim responsibility. Three people who have dealt 
with the task force said it's not clear what Bines role is, and that coronavirus-related questions 
sent to her have been rerouted to the vice president's office. 

In response, Pence's office said it has positioned Birx as the vice president's "right arm," 
advising him on the response, while Azar continues to oversee the health department's numerous 
coronavirus operations. 

Trump on Friday night also shook up White House operations, replacing acting Chief of Staff 
Mick Mulvaney with Rep. Mark Meadows, a longtime ally. The long-expected ouster of 
Mulvaney was welcomed in corners like the health department, given that Mulvaney had been 
one of Azar's top critics. But the abrupt staff shuffle in the middle of the coronavirus outbreak 
injects further uncertainty into the government's response, said a current official and two former 
officials. It's not yet clear what Mulvaney's departure will mean for his key lieutenants involved 
in fighting the outbreak, like Domestic Policy Council chief Joe Grogan, for instance. 

"Every office has office politics — even the Oval Office," said one individual. "You'd hope we 
could wait to work it out until after a public health emergency." 

Health officials compete for Trump's approval 

The pressure to earn Trump's approval can be a distraction at best and an obsession at worst: 
Azar, having just survived a bruising clash with a deputy and sensing that his job was on the line, 
spent part of January making appearances on conservative TV outlets and taking other steps to 
shore up his anti-abortion bona fides and win approval from the president, even as the global 



coronavirus outbreak grew stronger. 

"We have in President Trump the greatest protector of religious liberty who has ever sat in the 
Oval Office," Azar said on Fox News on Jan. 16, hours after working to rally global health 
leaders to fight the United Nations' stance on abortion rights. Trump also had lashed out at Azar 
over bad health-care polling that day. 

Around the same time, Azar had concluded that the new coronavirus posed a public health risk 
and tried to share an urgent message with the president: The potential outbreak could leave tens 
of thousands of Americans sickened and many dead. 

But Trump's aides mocked and belittled Azar as alarmist, as he warned the president of a major 
threat to public health and his own economic agenda, said three people briefed on the 
conversations. Some officials argued that the virus would be no worse than the flu. 

Azar, meanwhile, had his own worries: A clash with Medicare chief Seema Verma had 
weakened his standing in the White House, which in December had considered replacements for 
both Azar and Verma.  

"Because he feels pretty insecure, about the feuds within his department and the desire to please 
the president, I don't know if he was in the position to deliver the message that the president 
didn't want to hear," said one former official who's worked with Azar. 

The jockeying for Trump's favor was part of the cause of Azar's destructive feud with Verma, as 
the two tried to box each other out of events touting Trump initiatives. Now, officials including 
Azar, Verma and other senior leaders are forced to spend time shoring up their positions with the 
president and his deputies at a moment when they should be focused on a shared goal: stopping a 
potential pandemic. 

"The boss has made it clear, he likes to see his people fight, and he wants the news to be good," 
said one adviser to a senior health official involved in the coronavirus response. "This is the 
world he's made." 

President swayed by flattery, personal appeals 

Trump's unpredictable demands and attention to public statements — and his own susceptibility 
to flattery — have created an administration where top officials feel constantly at siege, worried 
that the next presidential tweet will decide their professional future, and panicked that they need 
to regularly impress him. 

The most obvious practitioner of this strategy is Azar, who became Trump's second health 
secretary after the first, Tom Price, failed to bond with Trump and was ousted over a charter-jet 
scandal. Azar decided early in his tenure to have "zero daylight" with the president, said three 
individuals close to him, and the health secretary routinely fawns over the president in his TV 
appearances on Fox News. "No other president has had the guts, the courage to take on these 
special interests," Azar told Fox News host Tucker Carlson in December after Trump pushed 



new price transparency on the health care industry. 

Azar's team also has insisted upon using background photos for his Twitter account that always 
show him with the president — sometimes silently standing behind Trump while he speaks. Azar 
is alone among Cabinet members in this practice; secretaries like HUD's Ben Carson, 
Transportation's Elaine Chao and Treasury's Steven Mnuchin opted for bland Twitter 
backgrounds that show their headquarters. 

"The Secretary respects the President and values their strong relationship," said an HHS 
spokesperson, when asked about Azar's approach to working with Trump and use of Twitter 
photos. 

Other health officials have modeled similar behavior as Azar. Asked by Trump if he wanted to 
make a "little statement" on Friday, CDC Director Redfield responded by praising the 
president's "decisive leadership" and visit to CDC headquarters amid the outbreak. "I think 
that's the most important thing I want to say," Redfield said. 

At least one health official has offered a more subtle reminder of her loyalties. Verma wore an 
Ivanka Trump-brand pendant to some meetings and events with the president, beforeit was stolen 
in 2018.  

Health officials also have to guard their words and predictions, worried that the president will 
fixate on the wrong data point or blurt out damaging information in public. Trump on Friday told 
reporters that he'd initially scrapped a trip to the CDC because of a possible coronavirus case at 
the agency. The announcement came as a surprise to CDC staff, including those preparing for 
Trump's visit, because they hadn't been briefed on the potential coronavirus case, POLITICO 
first reported.  

Meanwhile, Trump's political allies have tried to circumvent the policy process, causing further 
headaches for the overwhelmed health department. Alabama Republicans prevailed upon Trump 
to scrap an HHS contingency plan to potentially quarantine some coronavirus-infected 
Americans at a facility in their state last month. 

"I just got off the phone with the President," Sen. Richard Shelby tweeted on Feb. 23. "He told 
me that his administration will not be sending any victims of the Coronavirus from the Diamond 
Princess cruise ship to Anniston, Alabama." 

But Democrats in a California city facing a similar situation failed to get a similar guarantee, 
leading them to file a lawsuit that accused the administration of political favoritism. 

"California must not have the pull to get taken off the list," attorney Jennifer Keller, representing 
Costa Mesa, Calif., reportedly said during a court hearing last month. "Alabama does." A federal 
judge later halted plans to transfer coronavirus-stricken patients to a facility in the city. 

Meanwhile, the president has allowed feuds to fester and spill into public view. Azar, for 
instance, has battled  with White House officials and Verma for months over policies, personnel 
and even seats aboard the presidential airplane. Those fights have been reignited amid the 
coronavirus crisis, when Azar clashed with longtime rivals like Grogan over funding the 



response and whether enough coronavirus tests were being performed. 

They've also cast a long shadow over strategy, like Azar's decision not to push for Verma to be 
added to the coronavirus task force that he oversaw for nearly a month. Verma instead was added 
to the task force on March 2, several days after Pence took over leading the effort. While Azar 
said he asked for Verma to join the task force, and an HHS spokesperson pointed to the 
secretary's public statement  , two people with knowledge of task force operations said that the 
White House officials had raised questions about her omission. 

Officials call the original decision to exclude Verma from the task force short-sighted at best, 
given the virus' potential threat to the elderly patients covered by the Medicare program and 
residents living in nursing homes that are regulated by Verma's agency. 

With Trump unwilling — or unable — to put a stop to the health department's fights, they've 
occupied and gripped Washington during relative peacetime. When at war against a potential 
pandemic, there's no room for these distractions, officials say. 

"If this sort of dysfunction exists as part of the everyday operations — then, yes, during a true 
crisis the problems are magnified and exacerbated," said a former Trump HHS official. "And 
with extremely detrimental consequences." 
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From: Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP 

Sent: Sun, 8 Mar 2020 19:00:17 +0000 

To: 1(b)(6)  
b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: (b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on 3.8.20 at 4:00pm 

Attachments: WH JFK Seating Chart - 3.8.2020.pptx, WH Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 

3.8.20 1600.docx 

Importance: High 

All - 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Sunday, March 8th  at 4:00 pm 
in the White House (b)(6) 

100M. Agenda and seating chart attached. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881. (b)(6) 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Sunday, March 8, 2020 

4:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

;b)(5) - Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

(b)(5) I— Dr. Bob Kadlec, Assistant Secretary for 

 

Preparedness and Response (HHS) 

IV. 
(b)(5) 

— Matt Pottinger, Assistant to the President and Deputy 

National Security Advisor & 
;b)(6) 

Special Assistant to the President and 

Senior Director for Border and Transportation Security (NSC) 

V. (b)(5) 
— Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

   

(b)(5) 

VI. 

 

— Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

VII. 

 

— Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D (b)(5) 

VIII. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Hurst, Natalie R. EOP/OVP 
Sun, 8 Mar 2020 22:40:12 +0000 
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: Birx, Deborah L. EOP/NSC 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force - COVID-19 Powerpoint 
Attachments: C0VID19.pptx 
Importance: High 

Good evening all, 

Per Dr. Birx, please see the attached power point which provides detail on cases, mortality, and 
population demographics. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 
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Estimated Influenza Disease Burden, by SeasonUnited States, 
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*Estimates for these seasons are preliminary and may change as data are finalized. 
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OVID-19 compared to Flu 
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Model of COVID-19 impact at the community 
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100 
(b)(5) 

90 

80 

70 

60 

50 

40 

30 

20 

10 

0 
<10 <20 <30 <40 <50 <60 <70 <80 >80 

• Asymptomatic • mild subclinicial • mild clinical • moderate • severe • death 

UNCLASSIFIED 



   

148 

107 

42 

10 

  

3858 

3513 

6284 

148 

     

       

6 696 

6 349 

6 423 

3 261 

2 66 

2 36 

1 3 

1 86 

1 47 

335 deaths reported from 12 countries and International Conveyance as of 
6 March 6 am 

Reporting Country Number of deaths 
Total number of 
confirmed cases 

Italy 

Iran (Islamic Republic of) 

Republic of Korea 

United States of America 

International conveyance (Diamond 
Princess) 

Japan 

France 

Spain 

Australia 

Iraq 

Philippines 

Switzerland 

Thailand 



South Korea 

PEP FAR 

UNCLASSIFIED 



Cases by 
Geier: 

Deaths by 
Gender: 

b)(5) 

b)(5) 

0-

 

9 

10-

 

19 

20-

 

29 

30-

 

39 

40-49 

50-59 

60-69 

70-79 

8 

At 
0+ 

Korea 
Cases and Deaths by Age Group (parentheses indicate 
deaths): 

UNCLASSIFIED 



Republic of Korea 
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Korea - Comorbidities and underlying conditions (n=22) (data as of 3 
March) 
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Comorbidities in Republic of Korean Deaths (n=22) as 
of 3 March 
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Italian Data 

Figure 1. Geographical distribution of deaths 
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UNLLASSIFIEll 



Italy - underlying co-morbidities in deaths by gender 
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Korean Case and Case Fatality 

Republic of Korea 
Confirmed cases and case fatality rate by age group 
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COVID-19 cases, mortality and population demographics 
South Korea 
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Estimated Influenza Disease Burden, by SeasonUnited States, 
2010-11 through 2017-18 Influenza Seasons 

 

Symptomatic Illnesses Medical Visits Hospitalization Deaths 

Season Estimate 95% Cr I Estimate 95% Cr I Estimate 95% Cr I Estimate 95% Cr I 

2010-2011 21,000,000 (20,000,000 — 
25,000,000) 

10,000,000 (9,300,000— 
12,000,000) 

290,000 (270,000 — 350,000) 37,000 (32,000— 51,000) 

2011-2012 9,300,000 (8,700,000— 
12,000,000) 

4,300,000 (4,000,000— 5,600,000) 140,000 (130,000 — 190,000) 12,000 (11,000— 23,000) 

2012-2013 34,000,000 (32,000,000 — 
38,000,000) 

16,000,000 (15,000,000 — 
18,000,000) 

570,000 (530,000 — 680,000) 43,000 (37,000— 57,000) 

2013-2014 30,000,000 (28,000,000 — 
33,000,000) 

13,000,000 (12,000,000 — 
15,000,000) 

350,000 (320,000 — 390,000) 38,000 (33,000— 50,000) 

2014-2015 30,000,000 (29,000,000 — 
33,000,000) 

14,000,000 (13,000,000 — 
16,000,000) 

590,000 (540,000 — 680,000) 51,000 (44,000— 64,000) 

2015-2016 24,000,000 (20,000,000 — 
33,000,000) 

11,000,000 (9,000,000— 
15,000,000) 

280,000 (220,000 —480,000) 23,000 (17,000— 35,000) 

2016-2017 29,000,000 (25,000,000 — 
45,000,000) 

14,000,000 (11,000,000 — 
23,000,000) 

500,000 (380,000 — 860,000) 38,000 (29,000— 61,000) 

Preliminary 
estimates * 

Estimate 95% Ul Estimate 95% Ul Estimate 95% Ul Estimate 95% Ul 

2017-2018 * 45,000,000 (39,000,000 — 

58,000,000) 

21,000,000 (18,000,000 — 

27,000,000) 

810,000 (620,000 — 1,400,000) 61,000 (46,000 — 95,000) 
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DISCLOSURES FOR PUBLIC HEALTH ACTIVITIES 
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Background 

(b)(5) 

How the Rule Works 
(b)(5) 
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From: 
(b)(6) 

Sent: 
To: 

(b)(6) 
EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 

ovp.eop.gov> 

Sat, 7 Mar 2020 00:14:26 +0000 
1(b)(6)  1 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 03.06.20 at 1600 

Good evening all, 



There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force meeting at 4:00 pm on Saturday, March 
7, 2020. Agenda will be forthcoming. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



From: (b)(6) 

Sent: Sat, 7 Mar 2020 18:25:36 +0000 

To: RLW 

Cc: Powers, Pamela (b)(6) 

Subject: Fwd: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.7.20 at 1600 + Preliminary 

Agenda + Seating Chart 

Attachments: WH Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.7.30.docx, WHSR JFK Seating Chart - 

VPOTUS C0VID19 Meeting 3.7.20.pptx 

Get Outlook for iOS 
From: 1 b)(6)  EOP/OVP <  (b)(6)  povp.eop.gov> 

Sent: Saturday, March 7, 2020 12:55:34 PM 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.7.20 at 1600 + Preliminary Agenda 

+ Seating Chart 

Good afternoon all, 

This email is being sent to all essential staff and assistants. Please share the preliminary agenda and 
final seating chart with your principals ahead of today's White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Meeting at 4:00 pm. 

Please note: Only those accompanying the Vice President will be authorized to call-into this 
afternoon's meeting.  

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881. (b)(6) 
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I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

;b1(5) 
— Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 
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Preparedness and Response (HHS)  

Dr. Bob Kadlec, Assistant Secretary for 

IV. (b)(5) - Matt Pottinger, Assistant to the President 
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WHSR EXEC OVER FLOWDATE: 07 MAR 2020TIME: 1600 EST 

VTC PARTICIPANTS 
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From: 
(b)(6) 

EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 
(b)(6) rt@ovp.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sat, 7 Mar 2020 18:29:31 +0000 
To: (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) - 

(b)(6) 

Cc: b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 03.07.20 at 1600 - 



Agenda + Seating Chart 
Attachments: WH Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.7.30.docx, WHSR JFK Seating Chart - 
VPOTUS COVID19 Meeting 3.7.20.pptx 
Importance: High 

Good evening all, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force meeting at 4:00 pm on Saturday, March 
7, 2020. Agenda and seating chart attached. 

Please Note: Only those traveling with the Vice President will be allowed to call-in. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Saturday, March 7, 2020 

4:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

;b)(5) Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

 

;b)(5) Dr. Bob Kadlec, Assistant Secretary for 

Preparedness and Response (HHS) 

 

IV. 
(b)(5) 

— Matt Pottinger, Assistant to the President and Deputy 

National Security Advisor & 
(b)(6) 

Special Assistant to the President and 

 

Senior Director for Border and Transportation Security (NSC) 

V. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 
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Sent Saturday March 7 ?con 1.471pm 

To: 
ID)(6) 

va.gov> 

From: (b)(6) 

Sent: Sat, 7 Mar 2020 20:22:56 +0000 

To: RLW 

Cc: Powers, Pamela 

Subject: Re: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.7.20 at 1600 + Preliminary 

Agenda + Seating Chart 

Sorry for the delay on this from VHA. Working it. 
Get Outlook for iOS  
From: RLW i(b)(6  Sva.gov> 

Sent: Saturday, March 7, 2020 1:51:19 PM 

To: C (b)(6)  va.gov> 

Subject: RE: white House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.7.20 at 1600 + Preliminary Agenda + Seating 

Chart 

Okay 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From: (" 6) va.gov> 

   

Date: Saturday,  Mar 07, 2020, 1:48 PM 
To: RLW '(b)(6)  va vv>  
Cc: Powers, Pamela fb)(6)  -i'va.gov>.11°)(6)  (va.gov> 

Subject: Re: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.7.20 at 1600 + Preliminary Agenda + Seating 
Chart 

Waiting on info from VHA. Will send that your way and print. 
Get Outlook for iOS  
From: RLW Zan va.gov> 

Cc: Powers, Pamela (" 6)  @va.gov>;  (3)(6) va .gov> 

Subject: RE: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.7.20 at 1600 + Preliminary Agenda + Seating 
Chart 

That is okay 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From)  b)(6) va.gov> 
Date: Saturday, Mar 07, 2020, 1:47 PM 



To: RLW ,(b)(6) I va  inx > 

  

  

CC: Powers, Pamela (b)(6) u,va.gov>,  (b)(6) 
a ),Vil.gov> 

Subject: Re: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.7.20 at 1600 + Preliminary Agenda + Seating 
Chart 

Oh. Ok. I already asked them. 
Get Outlook for iOS  
From: RLW 1(D)(6)  .va.gov> 

Se  t: Saturday. March 7. 2020 1:47:00 PM 
To b)(6) 6va.gov>  
Cc: Powers, Pamela (b)(6) @va.gov>1(b)(6)  @va.gov> 
Subject: RE: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.7.20 at 1600 + Preliminary Agenda + Seating 

Chart 

No they will have copies on the table. 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From (b)(6) ))(6) ka.gov> 

  

Date: Sati rdav Mar 07, 2020, 1:33 PM 
To: RLW (" 6)  ka goy>  

: CC: Powers, Pamela )b)(6)  vzi.gov>,  b)(6) kva.gov> 
Subject: Re: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.7.20 at 1600 + Preliminary Agenda + Seating 
Chart 

Sir - do you want me to get security to print this for you? 
Get Outlook for iOS  
From: ' b)(6)  Dva.gov> 

Sent: Saturday, March 7, 2020 1:25:36 PM 

To: RLW va gpa
) 

 
b)(6)  CC: Powers, Pamela j) @va.gov>; 1@va.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.7.20 at 1600 + Preliminary Agenda + 

Seating Chart 

Get Outlook for iOS 
From (b)(6) EOP/OVP JID)(6)  @ovp.eop.gov> 

Sent: Saturday, March 7, 2020 12:55:34 PM 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.7.20 at 1600 + Preliminary Agenda 

+ Seating Chart 

Good afternoon all, 

This email is being sent to all essential staff and assistants. Please share the preliminary agenda and 
final seating chart with your principals ahead of today's White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Meeting at 4:00 pm. 



Please note: Only those accompanying the Vice President will be authorized to call-into this 
afternoon's meeting.  

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



(b)(6) From:  EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 
<(b)(6) ovp.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sat, 7 Mar 2020 20:33:30 +0000 
To: (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) , 

(b)(6) 

Cc: (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 03.07.20 at **1630** 



- Agenda + Seating Chart 
Attachments: WHSR JFK Seating Chart - VPOTUS COVID19 Meeting 3.7.20.pptx, WH 
Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.7.30.docx 
Importance: High 

Good evening all, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force meeting at 4:00 pm on Saturday, March 
7, 2020. Agenda and seating chart attached. 

Please Note: Only those traveling with the Vice President will be allowed to call-in. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Saturday, March 7, 2020 

4:30pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(5) 
- Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

 

(b)(5) 
Dr. Bob Kadlec, Assistant Secretary for 

Preparedness and Response (HHS) 

 

IV. (b)(5) — Matt Pottinger, Assistant to the President and Deputy 

National Security Advisor & ;b1(6) Special Assistant to the President and 

Senior Director for Border and Transportation Security (NSC) 

V. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 



From: 

To: 

(b)(6) 
EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 

ovp.eop.gov> 
Sun, 8 Mar 2020 12:40:24 +0000 
(DHS);1 (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Subtask Force Call at 10:00 am 
Importance: High 

All, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Subtask Force Call at 10:00 am in lieu of this 
afternoon's Task Force Meeting at 4:00 pm est. This call will be chaired by b)(6) 

Please note: Call-in information will be shared on this invitation shortly. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881. (b)(6) 



From: 
(b)(6) 

sent: 
To: 

(b)(6) EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 
)ovp.eop.gov> 

Sun, 8 Mar 2020 13:18:39 +0000 
(DNS); 0)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

EOP/OVP 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Importance:  

(b)(6) EOP/OVP 
[EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Subtask Force Call at 10:00 am 
High 

All, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Subtask Force Call at 10:00 am in preparation for this 
afternoon's Task Force Meeting at 4:00 pm est. This call will be chaired by (b)(6) 

Call-In Information:  
Participant Dial-In: 1(888) 330 i (b)(6) 

Access Code (b)(6) 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 

e President 
b)(6) 

The Offic 
(202) 88 



From: RLW 
Sent: Sun, 8 Mar 2020 13:36:41 +0000 
To: Powers, Pamela;Stone, Richard A., MD 
Subject: Fwd: White House Coronavirus Meetings Today 

FYI 
Get Outlook for iOS  
FromTl(b)(6) 1  EOP/OVF (b)(6) @ ovp.eo p.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 8, 2020 8:54:22 AM 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Meetings Today 

All - 

Just to confirm: there will be two meetings today: 

1) The White House Coronavirus Subtask Force Call will be at 10:00 am. 
2) The White House Coronavirus Task Force In-Person Meeting will occur at 4:00 pm. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office ce President 
(202) 881 



From: Stone, Richard A., MD 

Sent: Sun, 8 Mar 2020 23:05:41 +0000 

To: RLW;Powers, Pamela;Lieberman, Steven 

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force - COVID-19 Powerpoint 

Got it! 
Get Outlook for iOS 
From: RLW (" 6)  Dva.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March  8, 2020 6:42:26 PM 

rf
 To: Powers, Pamela  WO) va.gov›; Stone, Richard A., MD 

Lieberman, Steven (b)(6) va.gov> 

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force - COVID-19 Powerpoint 

(b)(6) 
va.gov>; 

Fyi 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From :<b)(6) 
Dat, qiindav 

To: b)(6) 

. EOP/OVP < b)(6) 

Mar AR Nr()i.Lt1 PM  
govp.eop.gov> 

(b)(6) 

Birx, Deborah LTEOP/NSC (13)(6)  ansc.eop.00v> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force - COVID-19 Powerpoint 

Good evening all, 



Per Dr. Birx, please see the attached power point which provides detail on cases, mortality, and 
population demographics. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



Some interesting  data here on (b)(5) 

(b)(5) Will connect tomorrow AM with some thoughts. 

From: Stone, Richard A., MD 

Sent: Mon, 9 Mar 2020 00:16:13 +0000 

To: RLW 

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force - Sampling Paper 

Sure! Enjoy your evening. 
Rich 
Get Outlook for iOS  
From: RLW (1177 kOva.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 8, 2020 8:15:13 PM  

To: Stone, Richard A., MD (b)(6) va.gov> 

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force - Sampling Paper 

Also want an update on (b)(5) 
(b)(5) 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From: Stone, Richard A., MD ' (b)(6)  6,va.gov> 
Date: Sunda , Mar 08, 2020, 8:12 PM 
To: RLW (b)(6) va. ov> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force - Sampling Paper 

Rich 
Get Outlook for iOS  
From: RLW 1:))(6  Sva.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 8, 2020 8:09:43 PM  

To: Stone, Richard A., MD1b)(6) Dva.gov> 

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] [me nuuse Lurunavirus Task Force - Sampling Paper 

None—just 
(b)(5) 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From: Stone, Richard A., MD t )(6)  
Date: Su u ar 08, 2020, 8: 8 PM 

i)va.gov> 

b)(6) To: RLW 
Subject: 

va.gov> 
TERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force - Sampling Paper 



(b)(6) 
Pva.gov> 

Steve and I are discussing tonight. Any discussion on these on your call? 
Rich 
Get Outlook for iOS  
From: RLW 0(6) ka.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 8, 20 
b)(6) 

To: Stone, Richard A., MD va.gov>; Lieberman, Steven 

Cc: Powers, Pamela b)(6) 4  va.gov> 

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force - Sampling Paper 

Sampling Paper from Dr Birx 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From: (b)(6) EOP/OVP -AID" ) 4,)ovp.cop.gov> 

 

Date: Sunday, Mar 08, 2020, 7:17 PM 

  

To: 1(b)(6) 

   

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: Birx, Deborah L. EOP/NSC(b)(6) a nse.cop.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force - Sampling Paper 

All-

 

Please also see the attached sampling paper, per Dr. Birx. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 



Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881-

 

(b)(6) 



povp.eop.gov> 
(b)(6) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Preliminary Agenda 

Attachments: 

(b)(6) 

 

Mon, 9 Mar 2020 15:58:28 +0000 

RLW;Powers, Pamela 

FW: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.9.20 at 4:00pm - 

WH Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.9.20.docx 

FYI 

From ,(b)(6) EOP/OVP 

Sent: Monday, March 9, 2020 11 56 AM 
Cc (b)(6) EOP/NSC(b)(6) lInsc.eop.gov> 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 3.9.20 at 4:00pm - Preliminary 

Agenda 

All - 

This email is being sent to essential staff and assistants. Please share the attached preliminary 
agenda with your principals ahead of this afternoon's White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Meeting at 4:00 pm. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Monday, March 9, 2020 

4:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(5) — Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

(b)(5) - Dr. Bob Kadlec, Assistant Secretary for 

Preparedness and Response (HHS) 

IV. 
(b)(5) 

— Steve Biegun, Deputy Secretary, Department of 

State & Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of CDC 

V. 
(b)(5) 

- Pat Philbin, Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy 

Counsel to the President 

VI. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 



From: RLW 
Sent: Fri, 6 Mar 2020 17:07:02 +0000 
To: RLW 
Subject: RAH 
Attachments: Mar 9 2020.docx 



DAILY BRIEFING BOOK 

Monday, March 9, 2020 

SECRETARY ROBERT L. WILKIE 

7:45 — 8:15 am Daily Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

 

9:00 — 9:30 am 

 

SECVA Suite 

 

(b)(6) 

 

11:00 — 11:30 am 
2019 VA Physician & Health Care Provider 

of the Year Awardees 
** Photo Op 

SECVA Suite Tab 1 

12:00 — 1:00 pm Lunch SECVA Suite 

 

2:00 — 2:30 pm Hotwash: HAC MilConVA Budget Hearing OBCR 

 

3:00 — 3:30 pm 
(b)(6) re: Artificial Intelligence 

SECVA Suite Tab 2 *,, 
Dr. Clancy to sit in 

4:00 — 5:00 pm 
HOLD: WH Coronavirus Task Force 

Principals Mtg 
WH Situation 

Room 
See 

padfolio 

4/30/2020 9:24 AM 



EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" (b)(6) From: 
(b)(6) 

Sent: 
To: 

.. ovp.eop.gov> 
Mon, 9 Mar 2020 18:49:02 +0000 

1(b)(6)  
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

—( b)(6) 

(b)(6) Cc: 
(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on 3.9.20 at 4:00pm - 
Agenda - Seating Chart 
Attachments: WH Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.9.20.docx, WH Coronavirus Task Force 
Seating Chart 3.9.20.pptx 

All-

 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Monday, March 9th  at 4:00 
pm EST. Agenda and seating chart attached. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Monday, March 9, 2020 

4:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(5) - Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

(b)(5) 
— Dr. Bob Kadlec, Assistant Secretary for 

Preparedness and Response (HHS) 

IV. (b)(5) — Steve Biegun, Deputy Secretary, Department of 

State & Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of CDC 

V. 
(b)(5) 

Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. & Dr. Bob Redfield, Director 

of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

VI. ;b)(5) - Pat Philbin, Deputy Assistant to the President and 

Deputy Counsel to the President 

VII. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 
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WHSR EXEC OVER FLOWDATE: 06 MAR 2020TIME: 1400 EST 
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(b)(6) EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 

ovp.eop.gov> 

Tue, 10 Mar 2020 18:08:33 +0000 

Pinkos, Stephen M. EOP/OVP;/(b)(6) 

From: 
op(6)  

Sent: 
To: 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

_,(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

(b)(6) Cc: 
(b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting at 4:00pm on 

3/10/20 

Attachments: WH Task Force Agenda 3.10.20.docx, WHSR JFK Seating Chart - VPOTUS 

COVID19 Meeting 3.10.2020.pptx 

Good evening all, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Tuesday, March 10th  at 4:00 
pm. Preliminary agenda and finalized seating chart attached. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Tuesday, March 10, 2020 

4:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks - Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

;b)(5) - Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

 

;b)(5) 
- Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

IV. 
;b)(5) 

Matthew Pottinger, Assistant 

to the President and Deputy National Security Advisor & Steven Biegun, Deputy 

Secretary (Dept. of State) & Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of CDC 

V.
(b)(5) 

- Russ Vought, Director (OMB) 

VI. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 
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the Admin Is Saying.docx, Coronavirus 3.10.docx 

Sir, 

Today's Coronavirus talking points are attached. 

Also attached: 

• The transcript of last night's press briefing with President Trump, Vice President Pence, and 

Members of the Coronavirus Task Force. 

• The guidance to communities mentioned by Dr. Birx in the press briefing and also available here. 

• A round-up on the latest comments made on TV by members of the task force. 

A look ahead for today: 

• VP Pence, Administrator Verma, Dr. Birx, and Secretary Azar will hold a meeting with insurance 

company CEOs. 

• Secretary Azar will be on CNN New Day, Surgeon General Adams will be on Good Morning 

America, and pre-tape with Dr. Oz for Wednesday's show, Dr. Fauci was on NPR this morning 

and will be on CBS Evening News, Administrator Verma will be on Geraldo in Cleveland (radio). 

• This week the Vice President will join C-SPAN, Axios on HBO, NPR, and PBS. 

• Immediately following tonight's task force meeting, VP Pence and Members of the Coronavirus 

Task Force will hold an on-camera press briefing at 5:30PM. 

Curt Cashour 

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
202-461 .0)(6) 

(b)(6) va.gov 

@curtcashour 
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Subject: Remarks by President Trump, Vice President Pence, and Members of the White 

House Coronavirus Task Force in Press Briefing 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release March 9, 2020 

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT TRUMP, 
VICE PRESIDENT PENCE, 

AND MEMBERS OF THE WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE 
IN PRESS BRIEFING 

James S. Brady Press Briefing Room 

6:34 P.M. EDT 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. We just attended a 
very important task force meeting on the virus that everybody is 
talking about all over the world. No matter where you go, 
that's what's on people's minds. And we are going to take care 
of, and have been taking care of, the American public and the 
American economy. 

We are going to be asking tomorrow -- we're seeing the 
Senate. We're going to be meeting with House Republicans --
Mitch McConnell, everybody -- and discussing a possible payroll 
tax cut or relief, substantial relief -- very substantial 
relief. That's a big -- that's a big number. 

We're also going to be talking about hourly wage earners 
getting help so that they can be in a position where they're not 
going to ever miss a paycheck. We're going to be working with 
companies and small companies, large companies -- a lot of 
companies -- so that they don't get penalized for something 
that's not their fault. It's not their fault, it's not our 
country's fault. 



This was something that we were thrown into and we're going 
to handle it, and we have been handling it very well. The big 
decision was early when we shut down our borders. We're the 
first ones ever to do that. We've never done that in our 
country before. Or we'd have a situation that would be a lot 
more dire. 

Also, we're going to be seeing Small Business 
Administration and creating loans for small businesses. We're 
also working with the industries, including the airline 
industry, the cruise ship industry -- which, obviously, will be 
hit. We're working with them very, very strongly. We want them 
to travel. We want people to travel to certain locations and 
not to other locations at this moment. And hopefully that will 
straighten out sooner rather than later. But we're working with 
the industries, and in particular those two industries. 

We're also talking to the hotel industry. And some places, 
actually, will do well, and some places probably won't do well 
at all. But we're working also with the hotel industry. 

But the main thing is that we're taking care of the 
American public, and we will be taking care of the American 
public. 

And I really appreciate the professionals behind me and the 
professionals actually behind them, in a different room. We 
have a tremendous team, and it's headed up by our great Vice 
President, Mike Pence. And I want to thank Mike because he's 
been working 24 hours a day, just about. He has been working 
very, very hard, very diligently, and very professionally. And 
I want to thank him, and I want to thank the team. And I'll 
have Mike say a few words. 

Thank you very much. Thank you. Mike? Please. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr. President. We just 
completed the day's meeting of the White House Coronavirus Task 
Force. We had the opportunity to brief the President today on a 
broad range of issues. 

And once again, because of the unprecedented action that 
President Trump took in January -- suspending all travel from 
China; establishing travel advisories for portions of South 
Korea and Italy; establishing screening of all direct flights, 
all passengers from all airports from Italy and South Korea --
we have -- we have bought a considerable amount of time, 



according to all the health experts, to deal with the 
coronavirus here in the United States. 

In fact, as I stand before you today, the risk of 
contracting the coronavirus to the American public remains low, 
and the risk of serious disease among the American public also 
remains low. 

With that being said, the President did deploy not just a 
whole-of-government approach, but also a whole-of-America 
approach. And last week, at the President's direction, we met 
with leaders in industries, from nursing homes to airlines, 
pharmaceutical companies, commercial labs, and it's had great, 
great impact. 

Pharmaceutical companies are already working, literally 
around the clock, on the development of therapeutics; that will 
be medicines that can bring relief to people that contract the 
coronavirus. And I know how pleased the President was to learn 
that the commercial labs in this country, led by companies like 
LabCorp and Quest, have already brought a test forward and are 
taking that to market effective today. 

This week, at the President's direction, we'll be meeting 
with hospital CEOs, health insurance CEOs, and all -- building 
on top of what the President will be announcing tomorrow with 
regard to economic relief for working Americans. 

We also met today in a conference call with 47 of America's 
governors. We were able to brief them on the latest -- the 
progress that we've made. We were able to confirm with them 
that testing is now available in all state labs in every state 
in the country. Over a million tests have been distributed. 
Before the end of this week, another 4 million tests will be 
distributed. But as I said before, with the deployment of the 
commercial labs, we literally -- we literally are going to see a 
dramatic increase in the available -- availability of testing, 
and that's all a direct result of the President's leadership. 

Today, in a few moments, we will -- we will outline 
community guidance that Dr. Birx and Dr. Fauci will be 
publishing. At President's direction, we're going to be 
providing guidance about how to keep your home safe, how to keep 
your business safe, how to keep safe and healthy at your 
school. And we'll be publishing that information and speaking 
about that. 



A brief word about the Grand Princess: The Grand Princess 
has docked this afternoon in Oakland, California, at a 
commercial dock. Twenty-five children, we were happy to learn 
through the screening over the last two days -- the 25 children 
on the ship are all healthy. Of the people that have contracted 
the coronavirus -- 21 in all -- they're being dealt with in 
proper isolation. 

Working with health authorities in California, we hope 
before the end of today to begin to disembark California 
residents to Travis Air Force Base in Miramar. We've made 
arrangements with Canada and the UK to take their passengers 
back. They'll be transported directly to the tarmac, charter 
flights home. 

And tomorrow, the remaining passengers will be transported, 
again, through very, very carefully controlled environments --
buses out to the tarmac and flown to military bases in Georgia 
and Texas. 

All the passengers will be tested, isolated as appropriate, 
quarantined as appropriate. And I want to express appreciation 
to the Governor of California and his administration, the 
Governor of Georgia, the Governor of Texas, for their strong 
cooperation with us in resolving the issues around the Grand 
Princess. 

It has been a -- it has been a partnership which the 
President directed us from the very beginning. And the process 
that Bob Kadlec will detail, and any questions in a few moments, 
continues to work and move forward. 

The remaining people on the ship -- the crew itself will 
push off from the dock, and they will be quarantined and 
observed and treated shipboard. But the President made the 
priority to get -- to get the Americans ashore, and we're in the 
process of doing that, as well as returning the foreign 
nationals. 

Let me just say one other point: As the President has 
spoken today to congressional leadership, one of the things that 
I informed the President that I've been hearing from governors 
is the concern about hourly wage earners in this country feeling 
that they had to go to work, even if they were ill. And the 
President has tasked this economic team, and is working already 
with leaders in the Congress, to make sure that anyone is not --

 



feels that they're at risk of losing their job or losing a 
paycheck because they may contract the coronavirus. 

When we tell people, "If you're sick, stay home," the 
President has tasked the team with developing economic policies 
that will make it very, very clear that we're going to stand by 
those hardworking Americans, stand by those businesses large and 
small, and make it possible for us, as the President said from 
the very beginning, to put the health of America first. 

We'll be available to take any questions on any of these 
topics, but, Mr. President, I didn't know if you wanted to speak 
a few more, in closing. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think what we will be doing is 
having a news conference tomorrow to talk about various things 
that we're doing economically -- there'll be very major --
including, obviously, the payroll tax cut. 

And so we'll be meeting again tomorrow afternoon. We'll be 
coming back from the Senate, and we have a lot of very important 
meetings set up. And we'll have a press conference sometime 
after that, and we'll explain what we're doing on an economic 
standpoint and from an economic standpoint. But they will be 
very -- very dramatic. And we have a great economy, we have a 
very strong economy, but this came -- this blindsided the 
world. And I think we've handled it very, very well. I think 
they've done a great job. The people behind me have done a 
great job. 

So I will be here tomorrow afternoon to let you know about 
some of the economic steps we're taking, which will be major. 
Thank you very much. 

Q Mr. President have you been tested? 

Q Have you been tested, sir? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr. President. 

Q Has he been tested? 

Q Has he been tested? 

Q Have you been tested? 



THE VICE PRESIDENT: I have not been tested for the 
coronavirus. 

Q Has the President? Has the President been tested? 

Q Sir, he's been in contact with people who were in 
proximity to somebody who had the virus. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Let me be sure to get you an answer to 
that. I honestly don't know the answer to the question, but 
we'll refer that question, and we will get you an answer from 
the White House physician very quickly. 

Let me -- let me ask Dr. Fauci and Dr. Birx to come to the 
podium. You all, and the American public, will have at their 
fingertips, very quickly, guidance that this is for every 
American. 

We're working with communities, like the Seattle area, like 
portions of California, New York, and Florida, that have what we 
call "community spread," a concentration of coronavirus cases. 
But we directed our team to come up with helpful recommendations 
for every American, every American family, every American 
business and school. 

And if Dr. Birx and Dr. Fauci step forward, they can 
outline that for you. 

DR. BIRX: Great. Thank you. Good evening. We've been 
it was good getting out last week, meeting with communities. We 
know that the real solutions to this is every American has a 
role in stopping the spread of the virus, and so we wanted to 
really put out guidance for every American and every community 
that was practical and common sense, but detailed in a way that 
everyone would know precisely what to do. 

The guidance will be around how to keep workplaces safe, 
how to keep school safe, how to keep the home safe, and how to 
keep commercial businesses safe, where people would eat or be 
present. 

The importance about this is we believe that communities 
are at the center of this. I came from a field where it was the 
communities that really solved our issues around HIV 
prevention. And so we're very much speaking to the communities 
and the American people about what can be done. 



All of this information came from a paper that Dr. Fauci 
provided from the Australians -- first, author Dalton. So you 
can actually look up the scientific evidence that informed each 
of these guidelines. But we will be providing that this evening 
in great detail so that every mother, father, child, son, 
daughter, caregiver will know precisely what to do and what to 
ask for. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Dr. Fauci? 

DR. FAUCI: Yeah. Just to reiterate what Dr. Birx said, it 
was as simple as that: We have been speaking about the kinds of 
things that would keep our citizens safe in a variety of 
environments. 

We've been speaking about on telephone calls. We've been 
speaking about at conferences. The CDC has been talking about 
this for a long time, as has Dr. Birx and I. So we thought we 
would put it together in a neat-form way that would be available 
to the general public. 

What Dr. Birx had mentioned is that, just the other day, I 
got one of many, many emails where some of my colleagues that I 
know from Australia actually decided they were going to write a 
paper on it and make a number of boxes, which was exactly saying 
what we had been talking about. So we came up with the idea --
it would be very good for clarity, so why don't we just put it 
together, edit it a little, and put it in a way that people can 
look: "What about the home? What about the school? What about 
the workplace?" 

These are really simple, low-tech things. There's nothing 
in there that's complicated. But it's just stated in a way 
that's clear, that people can understand. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I might ask the Surgeon General -- is 
there anything about the guidance you want to reflect on? 

SURGEON GENERAL ADAMS: Well, one thing I want folks to 
know is that we have been looking at the data from around the 
world, and we now know more than we ever have about who is at 
risk. Who is at risk -- and I hope you will help us communicate 
this to the American people -- are people over the age of 60; 
they're much more likely to develop complications from the 
coronavirus and to be hospitalized from the coronavirus. The 
average age of death is age 80. 



Now, what we also want communities to know is that if you 
are a child or young adult, you are much more -- you're more 
likely to die from the flu, if you get it, than you are to die 
from coronavirus. So there's something about being young that 
is protective. We want people to be reassured by that. 

We want people to know that we are really focusing in on 
those groups that are at highest risk for complications, and 
helping them understand how to be safe. And this new advice 
that's going to be coming out tomorrow is designed to keep our 
community safe, to help keep the most vulnerable safe. And it's 
important to understand that even though young people aren't at 
risk for dying from coronavirus, they can potentially spread 
that to older people in the communities and people with chronic 
diseases. 

So it's important we all take precautions: washing our 
hands, covering our cough, keeping our distance from people who 
are sick, and taking the steps that will be coming out in this 
new guidance to help make sure we're doing everything we know 
possible to keep our most vulnerable protected. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Great. Well done. Thank you. 

And I'm going to -- I think the Surgeon General raises a 
very important point. You know, my mother is 88 years young. 
My stepfather is about the same age. This is just a really good 
time -- what Dr. Fauci tells us, what the experts tell us is to 
look after -- look after family members, loved ones who are 
senior citizens, and particularly those who have serious 
underlying health conditions. All the data, Dr. Birx confirms 
to us, that they -- they're the most vulnerable to serious 
consequences if they contract the coronavirus. 

But the guidance that we would -- we would ask members of 
the media and the American public looking on: You can go to 
Coronavirus.gov. This information will be posted tonight. And 
hopefully it will be useful, helpful, common sense for families, 
for schools, for businesses, and for commercial establishments 
that welcome the public in, just to -- just to create the kind 
of practices that we believe will mitigate the spread of the 
coronavirus across the country as a whole. 

But with regard to seniors, I might just ask Seema Verma to 
step up and speak about -- last week, at the President's 
direction, we raised the standards for every nursing home in 
America with regard to infectious disease. And we are deploying 



all 8,000 of our inspectors in every state, as we told the 
governors today, to focus exclusively on infectious disease 
compliance at our nursing homes. 

Our hearts break for the families at the Kirkland nursing 
home in Seattle. The loss of life has been grievous. But we 
are -- we are sending the message out, working with our 
governors to make sure our nursing homes and long-term care 
facilities have the additional layer of protection against the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

And maybe you can give us --

 

ADMINISTRATOR VERMA: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Vice 
President. 

As he said, that's exactly where our focus is: It's around 
infection control. And we're working with the entire healthcare 
industry. Today, we issued more guidance to nursing homes about 
really upping their screening of people that are coming into the 
nursing home and making sure that, you know, they're gloved and 
they have masks so that they -- so that we can protect people 
that are in the nursing homes. 

The other thing that we're doing is, because we know that 
many of our senior citizens are vulnerable, we want to make sure 
that they know that the Medicare program is behind them and 
we're here to support them. We're letting our patients know 
that they can get a coronavirus test and that there is no cost-
sharing associated with that for our seniors on the Medicare 
program. 

And we're also letting them know that, because of the 
President's leadership, over a year and a half ago, he took 
action to actually extend more telehealth benefits to our 
nation's seniors. And this is a very historic change that we 
made under the President's leadership. 

And so, if they're sick and they're ill, they can call 
their doctor, they can Skype with their doctor, and Medicare 
will reimburse for those services. And we've also, in our 
conversations with governors today, we've talked about having 
telehealth services also available in the Medicaid program. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Great. Let me -- let me invite Bob 
Kadlec, who is Deputy Secretary of HHS, to come forward as well 



to fill us in on the latest on the progress on the Grand 
Princess --

 

DR. KADLEC: Thank you, Mr. Vice President. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: -- that is dockside now and is going 
through a very careful process of having Americans and foreign 
nationals come off, and everyone will be tested. 

DR. KADLEC: Thank you very much, sir. And, yes, we began 
our medical operation to basically disembark those passengers. 
On Saturday, we placed the medical crew on that boat to augment 
the physicians and nurses that were already on the ship. We 
basically ensured that the quarantine on the boat and isolation 
were being enforced, and then evaluated first the children and 
those who are ill, identifying anyone who is severely ill, if 
possible. 

When the boat arrived on dockside today, additional medical 
personnel came on board and began an orderly disembarkation. 
Our intent is to basically disembark about half of the 
passengers on the boat today and the other half tomorrow. And 
everyone will be medically screened before they get off. If 
there's any question about their physical or health, they'll be 
screened again more additionally. And then they'll be 
transferred to one of the four quarantine sites in the United 
States: Travis Air Force Base, Miramar Naval Air Station, 
Lackland Air Force Base, and Dobbins Air Force Base in Georgia. 

The foreign passengers will be transferred to -- the 
Canadians will be taken back to Canada, and we're working with 
the United Kingdom to return their passengers back to the United 
Kingdom. 

But we're doing this all in cooperation with the great 
support of the State of California, the City of Oakland, and 
with the support of the Department of Defense, Department of 
Homeland Security, and the U.S. Coast Guard. 

Thank you. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Okay. Great. And on the subject of 
testing, we had a very good discussion today, as I mentioned, 
with 47 governors. And I outlined for them all of the different 
testing methods that are available. We have tests now in every 
state lab in America, but we're rapidly expanding that. 



And let me ask the Secretary of HHS to give us the latest 
on the availability of testing to the American public and at the 
states. 

SECRETARY AZAR: Great. Thank you, Mr. Vice President. So 
we continue with our strategic plan at HHS, across all of the 
components represented by many of the leaders here, which is to 
diagnose, to treat, to contain, to mitigate, to research, and 
communicate. It's what we do in a healthcare crisis situation. 

One element of that is the test, which, of course, CDC 
developed in record time after getting the genetic sequence 
posted from China. That then was available at CDC, and from 
that point on, there was no individual that a public health 
official needed to get tested that CDC didn't have surplus 
capacity to test. But we've been moving progressively to bring 
that test closer and closer and closer to the patient and to the 
bedside, and to make it as easy as possible for us to use 
testing, very much in line with our peer countries facing 
similar epidemiological circumstances. 

At this point, we -- as many of you who were here on 
Saturday for the briefing know -- we have over 1 million tests 
that have shipped from CDC and to private contractors that are 
the CDC type of test. Those are now out. And as the Vice 
President mentioned, every state public health lab has validated 
in operating those tests. In addition, hundreds of thousands of 
those tests are in hospitals, in private labs, in commercial 
labs. We now have a total of 2.1 million tests that are 
available, either shipped or waiting to be shipped or waiting to 
be ordered. 

We, by the end of this week, expect to be able to be 
producing up to 4 million tests per week in the United States. 
And that is on top of what the private commercial entities --
the companies you know of, like LabCorp or Quest -- using their 
technology, the test that they're getting out -- which is an 
even better experience for the patient because those were --
they are able to actually collect samples directly in doctors' 
offices, have a very sophisticated collection system to their 
labs, again, making it a very much more seamless patient 
experience. They're now validated and getting up and running. 
And that, you'll see even more of that. 



So as I said, over the next week or so, you're just going 
to see a progressively better patient and physician and provider 
experience connected to diagnostic testing here in the United 
States. Thank you. 

Q So how many of the tests so far? Do you have that 
number? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, let me -- questions in just a 
moment. 

SECRETARY AZAR: Yeah. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: We'll come back. We'll come back. 

Q Thank you. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: With that, I want to -- I want to 
invite the Director of CDC to come forward just to give you an 
overview of where we are in the country with regard to cases. 
And then we'll take questions on any of the topics. 

DR. REDFIELD: Thank you, Mr. Vice President. We do 
continue to see an increased number in cases, again, as we said 
we would. As time passes, we currently have over 500 cases now 
in the United States, outside of the repatriation cases and the 
cases on the Diamond Princess. We now have cases in 35 states 
that have been reported and the District of Columbia. 

I want to reiterate what the Vice President said, despite 
what I just said here, is that, at the present time, the risk to 
the American public does remain low. We do have several 
community outbreaks, which we're focusing on in the Seattle 
area; in the Santa Clara, California area; in Westminster, in 
New York; and in Florida. 

And these are areas that we're investigating heavily to try 
to understand the transmission mechanisms there and begin to 
help these jurisdictions begin to operationalize a series of 
mitigation strategies to help, again, to slow and contain the 
outbreak. Thank you. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: And let me say just before we go to 
questions: Coronavirus.gov. For the American public, for 
healthcare professionals, it is a comprehensive website. We're 
adding to it every day. And also, Dr. Birx -- we're working 
very diligently to establish a single website where we -- where 



people can go to track all of the cases and where they're 
emerging. 

Questions? Please. 

Q Mr. Vice President, could I ask you and Secretary 
Mnuchin, if I could, the stock market --

 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yeah, please. 

Q -- a huge slide today. And people on Wall Street now 
talking about the possibility of a recession. Some people 
saying it's better than a 50/50 chance that that will happen. 
How worried are you that that will happen? 

SECRETARY MNUCHIN: Well, let me just first say, today was 
an unprecedented move in the oil market. So, you know, we saw a 
overnight reaction of over down 20 percent. And that's 
obviously what had a major component today on the stock market. 

But let me just make a couple of comments, more broadly, 
about the economy. 

First of all, we couldn't be more pleased that coming into 
the situation with the coronavirus, the U.S. has the most 
resilient economy in the world. You saw a very large economic 
jobs number last month, and we couldn't be more pleased that the 
President's economic programs of tax cuts, regulatory relief, 
and trade have put the economy in a very good position. 

I would also just say that I am in daily conversations with 
Chair Powell. We are committed, and we just had a meeting with 
the President and the economic team. The President is committed 
that whatever support we need to provide to the U.S. economy, we 
will use all our tools, working very closely with the 
regulators. The President has the bank CEOs coming in this 
week. We'll be talking to them about what they can do to help 
small businesses and companies that are impacted. 

So let me just again emphasize: Our primary focus is there 
are parts of the economy that are going to be impacted, 
especially workers that need to be at home -- hardworking people 
who are at home under quarantine or taking care of their 
family. We'll be working on a program to address that. 



We will also be working with small businesses who need 
liquidity through SBA programs. We're looking at alternatives 
at the IRS. We have large tax payments coming up of providing 
certain relief to companies and individuals for liquidity. 

So the President is 100 percent committed that we will 
provide whatever tools we need, that the economy will be in very 
good shape a year from now. This is not like the financial 
crisis where we don't know the end in sight. This is about 
providing proper tools and liquidity to get through the next few 
months. 

Q (Inaudible) the tax credit you're looking at, sir? 
What are you going to propose tomorrow on Capitol Hill? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yeah, a follow-up. 

SECRETARY MNUCHIN: Well, let me just say there are certain 
authorities that the President has that we can do on our own, 
and we've already catalogued those tools. We have a large group 
-- a sub-task force of Treasury and NEC working on this. We are 
also working with bipartisan leadership on a whole range of 
alternatives that we'll be discussing with them tomorrow. And, 
as you know, we had bipartisan agreement on the spending deal. 
We will use the same approach to work with the leadership on the 
House and the Senate on this. 

Q Mr. Vice President, you just said that you have not 
been tested. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: No, I haven't. 

Q You said you don't know if the President has been 
tested. But today we learned that the President has interacted 
with two lawmakers who have interacted with someone who is 
positive for coronavirus. So why not get tested? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I just simply don't know what 
the White House physician has recommended to the President. But 
I promise you we'll get you that information. 

Q About when do you think you can let us know if the 
President has been tested? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: We'll let you know tonight. Right 
away. 



Yeah, but look, this is a -- obviously, the White House 
physician is -- their directive is to see to the health and 
wellbeing of the President of the United States, and we'll get 
you a very direct answer on that. 

Q Do you think you should be tested? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I've had no -- I've had no 
recommendation that I would be tested. And -- but let me -- let 
me just say to everyone: I really do believe that the guidance 
that we put out today would be very helpful and very encouraging 
to Americans. It was fashioned by Dr. Birx, Dr. Fauci, some of 
the leading experts in infectious disease in the world. 

And for families that are looking on tonight, to go to 
Coronavirus.gov. You can find information about how you can just 
make your home safer, your family safer, your school safer, your 
business safer. And we recommend that to your attention. 

Yes, please. 

Q Mr. Vice President, do you believe, and does the 
President believe, that what happened in the stock market today 
and what we're seeing among American industry -- some of which 
the President named today as being affected and in trouble here 
-- are in any way a result of this White House's reaction to the 
coronavirus crisis? Is this the markets and American businesses 
saying that you guys are not enough in charge and didn't think 
enough ahead? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I have to tell you, I'm about a 
week and a half into being asked to lead the President's White 
House Coronavirus Task Force, and the men and women standing 
behind me, and all the men and women standing behind them, have 
done a remarkable job responding to this. 

The President's decision to suspend all travel from China - 

- Dr. Fauci, I think, reflected just last night, on national 
television, about the time that that bought us. The decisive 
action in declaring a public health emergency. 

I really do believe that the American people can see that 
this President is putting the health of the American people 
first. But make no mistake about it: As we go forward, and 
particularly as we have more testing available, and we have 
these communities that have community spread, there will be more 
cases. 



And -- but we simply ask -- we ask today for the American 
public to join with us in the commonsense practices that will 
mitigate the spread of the coronavirus, and also particularly, 
we're asking every American to look after our seniors who have 
serious underlying health issues. They are clearly the most 
vulnerable, and that's where the focus of our energy is today, 
even as we do everything that we can working with governors at 
every level, and state and the local public health officials to 
limit the spread of the virus. 

Q Mr. Vice President, if I could ask a question of Dr. 
Fauci. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Of course. 

Q Thank you, Mr. Vice President. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Dr. Fauci. 

Q You're up, Tony. (Laughter.) 

More and more organizations, charities, are canceling 
fundraising events, other events. Is that prudent? Is that an 
overreaction? Do you think the President should continue with 
campaign rallies? And do you believe that people, even if 
they're healthy, should get onboard a cruise ship? 

DR. FAUCI: Okay, so there's multiple different questions, 
John. 

So the idea about individual entities -- governors, mayors, 
or whatever -- canceling activities that are not coming from a 
direct recommendation from the federal government, I think that 
they have the -- I don't "think"; I know they have the authority 
to do that. But what they're probably acting on is what they 
would consider, for their citizens, an abundance of caution. 

Most of the time when that happens, it usually is in an 
area where there is already documented community spread. And 
Dr. Redfield mentioned the four areas right now that are having 
community spread that's documented. But you know there may be - 
- as we know, it's a rea- -- it's a possibility that there's 
community spread going on in areas in which we're not detecting 
it yet. And I think that's the response of the individuals, be 
they mayors or governors, who have you, who are doing that. So 
I wouldn't criticize them for that. They're using their own 



individual judgment. And to me, I think that that would be 
prudent. 

Q Campaign rallies? 

DR. FAUCI: You know, I can't comment on campaign rallies. 
It really depends. We are having -- as we've all said, this is 
something in motion. This is an evolving thing. 

So, not sure what we're going to be able to say at the time 
where you have a campaign rally. If you're talking about a 
campaign rally tomorrow, in a place where there is no community 
spread, I think the judgment to have it might be a good 
judgment. If you want to talk about large gatherings in a place 
where you have community spread, I think that's a judgment 
call. And if someone decides they want to cancel it, I wouldn't 
publicly criticize them. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: All right. Let's move on. Let's move 
on. 

Go ahead, sir. 

Q I asked one last one about cruise ships because a lot 
of people are planning cruises over the spring break. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Oh, that's -- yeah. 

Q Would you recommend that anybody, even a healthy 
person, get onboard a cruise ship? 

DR. FAUCI: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. I think if you're a 
healthy, young person, that there is no reason, if you want to 
go on a cruise ship, to go on a cruise ship. Personally, I 
would never go on a cruise ship because I don't like cruises 
(laughter) -- but that's another story. 

But the fact -- the fact is that if you have -- if you have 
the conditions that I've been speaking about over and over again 
to this group, namely an individual who has an underlying 
condition, particularly an elderly person that has an underlying 
condition, I would recommend strongly that they do not go on a 
cruise ship. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: And let me also say, John, I think you 
raise a good point. We're expecting a proposal tomorrow that 



DHS, the Coast Guard, all of our health officials are currently 
discussing with the cruise line industry. 

I was in Miami on Saturday. We made it very clear that we 
needed cruise lines to be safer; to establish and to embrace new 
protocols; screening onboard, screening off; new medical 
protocols; shipboard processes for evacuating people that may 
contract coronavirus or a serious illness. 

And I know the President was grateful that our cruise line 
leadership all stepped up to the table. They said they're ready 
to go to the next level. And so we'll -- we'll be reviewing 
that proposal tomorrow with the objective that apart -- apart 
from the Americans that Dr. Fauci just described, seniors with 
serious underlying conditions, we're going to work with the 
cruise line industry to improve the safety, improve the health 
environment on cruise lines, in the short term and in the long 
term. 

Yes, please. 

Q Last time President Trump was in this room, he told us 
that the number of U.S. cases was 15 and would soon go down to 
zero. You guys are saying today that the number is going up and 
it's more than 500. What is the discrepancy? And how was he so 
wrong on that number? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Oh, I -- look, I think what the 
President was referring to is that we will have people that test 
positive, and then they get better. 

President Trump wants the American people to know -- and 
I'm going to ask Dr. Birx to reflect on this for a moment -- the 
vast majority of people who contract the coronavirus will get 
better. And the President has just challenged our task force, 
as the numbers grow -- and they will -- we'll continue to test 
more and more Americans. We are, as I'm standing here. That 
it's also important to remember that people -- the vast majority 
get better, completely. Some -- some large percentage have mild 
flu symptoms, some have serious flu symptoms. 

But then, of course, for the -- for the Americans you heard 
the Surgeon General referred to, and seniors with underlying 
serious health conditions Dr. Fauci referred to, we're committed 
to lean in and to make sure they have the support they need. 



But the President's focus here is just making sure people 
understand that, while the numbers grow, there are people that 
come off the list because they get better. 

And, Dr. Birx, did you want to reflect on what we know 
about the cycle of the coronavirus? 

DR. BIRX: Yeah, thank you. So we know the coronavirus 
reacts a lot like the flu in the way it spreads and in the way 
we prevent it. And so when we put out the guidelines to the 
American people, they will reinforce the guidelines, and we hope 
the number of flu cases go down too, because people will really 
be situat- -- what we call "situational awareness." 

I did want to add one piece to our cautions about people 
with preexisting conditions. We also know that there are 
children with preexisting conditions, and we know that there are 
individuals that are undergoing chemotherapy for their treatment 
of cancer. For those individuals, if they have what we call a 
"decreased number of white cells" -- and they will have that 
discussions with the doctors -- they are given often a sheet of 
paper that really describes how they need to protect themselves 
and how their family needs to protect them. 

So I want to make sure that we understand: Yes, we're 
concerned about the elderly, we're concerned about others with 
preexisting condition, but we're also concerned about anybody 
who may be in an immuno- -- what we call an immunodeficiency 
state, having less white cells and less able to combat any 
virus. We want to protect all of them from the flu, and we want 
to protect all of them from coronavirus. And that's why these 
guidelines are particularly important. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: It really is -- it really is 
important, I think -- and I want to ask all of the journalists 
in the room: Do what you can to distribute this information --
Coronavirus.gov -- because of exactly the reason that Dr. Birx 
just said so well: that we want to make sure that families have 
the tools, businesses have the tools, even in areas where we 
don't have a significant outbreak of the coronavirus -- we want 
to make sure that the American people have the tools to prevent 
the spread of the coronavirus, particularly with regard to the 
most vulnerable. 

Q Yes, Mr. Vice President, earlier, you said you'd tell 
us how many Americans have already been tested. And as a 
follow-up to a question that was asked earlier, are the 



President's tweets hurting your efforts at all? Because he's 
accused the Democrats and some of the members of the press of 
making more of this than he says it is. He's made lighter of it 
than you all have here. 

So, has his tweets hurt you? And you please tell us how 
many Americans have been tested? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I'm happy to do that. Well, the 
President's leadership has made the difference here. I heard it 
again today from 47 governors. Governor Larry Hogan joined me 
in the Situation Room. He's the chairman of the National 
Governors Association. 

I think every American would be inspired if you could see 
the way, under the President's leadership and in cooperation 
with governors in every state and every territory, we literally 
are working seamlessly on behalf of the health of the American 
people. 

I'm going to invite the Secretary of HHS to come up and 
speak about how the number of tests that have been done, and 
where we are -- the tests that are available he's addressed, but 
in terms of those that have been conducted. 

SECRETARY AZAR: So we've told you we'll tell you what we 
know and what we don't know. Okay? 

Q That'll work. 

SECRETARY AZAR: So there are different types of tests that 
get sent out. The CDC's tests that CDC is sending out -- that's 
that 70- -- enough to test 75,000 people that was sent out last 
week -- those go to public health labs, about 80 labs in the 
United States -- one in each state, at least. 

Those report results back in to the CDC, because they're 
part of the public health network. The larger quantity of tests 
that shipped -- about 900,000 of the tests that shipped by this 
weekend, and then so many of the remainder of that two-point- --
total 2.1 million tests, those go to hospitals, private labs, 
others for testing. They don't currently have to report to us 
that they've conducted a test or what the result of that test 
is. 

The CDC is actively working right now to build that IT 
connectivity with them so we can gather that information. So, 



right now, I could not give you a number of how many Americans 
have received a test because many will have received a test 
through hospitals or non-public health labs. 

And so, let's -- let's work -- we're getting the system --
the IT system up through CDC. We want to give you accurate 
information as we go. 

Dr. Redfield, is that fair? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Let me, if I may -- if I may on one: 
Thank you all for being here. We will be back here tomorrow, 
and we'll continue to bring the latest information forward to 
the American people. 

Again, let me encourage all of you here, and everyone 
looking on around the country, to go to Coronavirus.gov. You 
get really useful, practical, commonsense recommendations about 
how to make your home safer, how to make your school safer, how 
to make your business and any enterprise out there safer. These 
are -- these are practical recommendations from the best experts 
in America, and we commend them to your attention. 

But let me also just have a word of encouragement to 
everyone. I want to say, again: All of our medical experts, 
apart from the areas where we have community spread and we're 
focusing resource, the risk of contracting the coronavirus, for 
the average American, remains low. It will remain that way more 
so if all of us continue to practice commonsense habits in our 
home, in our businesses, in our schools, and our public 
institutions. 

And so it's important to remember what President Trump 
said: "We're all in this together." It's not just going to be a 
whole-of-government approach. It's a whole-of-America 
approach. And, together, we'll get through the coronavirus. 

Again, details on all the latest information: 
Coronavirus.gov. Thank you. 

END 
7:17 P.M. EDT 





Keeping the workplace safe 

Encourage your employees to... 

Practice good hygiene 

• Stop handshaking— use other noncontact methods of greeting 

• Clean hands at the door and schedule regular hand washing reminders by email 

• Create habits and reminders to avoid touching their faces and cover coughs and sneezes 

• Disinfect surfaces like doorknobs, tables, desks, and handrails regularly 

• Increase ventilation by opening windows or adjusting air conditioning 

Be careful with meetings and travel 

  

    

• Use videoconferencing for meetings when possible 

• When not possible, hold meetings in open, well-ventilated spaces 

• Consider adjusting or postponing large meetings or gatherings 

• Assess the risks of business travel 

Handle food carefully 

• Limit food sharing 

• Strengthen health screening for cafeteria staff and their close contacts 

• Ensure cafeteria staff and their close contacts practice strict hygiene 

Stay home if... 

A
• They are feeling sick 

• They have a sick family member in their home 

What every American and community can do now to decrease the spread of the coronavirus 



Keeping the school safe 

Encourage your faculty, staff, and students to... 

Practice good hygiene 

• Stop handshaking — use other noncontact methods of greeting 

• Clean hands at the door and at regular intervals 

• Create habits and reminders to avoid touching their faces and cover coughs and sneezes 

• Disinfect surfaces like doorknobs, tables, desks, and handrails regularly 

• Increase ventilation by opening windows or adjusting air conditioning 

Consider rearranging large activities and gatherings 

• Consider adjusting or postponing gatherings that mix between classes and grades 

• Adjust after-school arrangements to avoid mixing between classes and grades 

• When possible, hold classes outdoors or in open, well-ventilated spaces 

Handle food carefully 

• Limit food sharing 

• Strengthen health screening for cafeteria staff and their close contacts 

• Ensure cafeteria staff and their close contacts practice strict hygiene 

Stay home if... 

• They are feeling sick 

• They have a sick family member in their home 

What every American and community can do now to decrease the spread of the coronavirus 



Keeping the home safe 

Encourage your family members to... 

All households 

• Clean hands at the door and at regular intervals 

• Create habits and reminders to avoid touching their face and cover coughs and sneezes 

• Disinfect surfaces like doorknobs, tables, and handrails regularly 

• Increase ventilation by opening windows or adjusting air conditioning 

Households with vulnerable seniors or those with significant underlying conditions 

Significant underlying conditions include heart, lung, kidney disease; diabetes; 

and conditions that suppress the immune system 

• Have the healthy people in the household conduct themselves as if they were a significant risk to the 

person with underlying conditions. For example, wash hands frequently before interacting with the 

person, such as by feeding or caring for the person 

• If possible, provide a protected space for vulnerable household members 

• Ensure all utensils and surfaces are cleaned regularly 

Households with sick family members 

• Give sick members their own room if possible, and keep the door closed 

• Have only one family member care for them 

• Consider providing additional protections or more intensive care for household members over 65 

years old or with underlying conditions 

What every American and community can do now to decrease the spread of the coronavirus 



Keeping commercial establishments safe 

Encourage your employees and customers to... 

Practice good hygiene 

• Stop handshaking — use other noncontact methods of greeting 

• Clean hands at the door, and schedule regular hand washing reminders by email 

• Promote tap and pay to limit handling of cash 

• Disinfect surfaces like doorknobs, tables, desks, and handrails regularly 

• Increase ventilation by opening windows or adjusting air conditioning 

Avoid crowding 

• Use booking and scheduling to stagger customer flow 

• Use online transactions where possible 

• Consider limiting attendance at larger gatherings 

For transportation businesses, taxis, and ride shares 

• Keep windows open when possible 

• Increase ventilation 

• Regularly disinfect surfaces 

What every American and community can do now to decrease the spread of the coronavirus 



What the Admin Is Saying I Coronavirus Task Force 
Members Join Fox News, Fox Business, and CNN 

Earlier today, members of President Trump's coronavirus task force joined 
Fox News, Fox Business Network, and CNN to provide an update on 

coronavirus in the U.S. 

ON THE ECONOMY 

HHS SECRETARY ALEX AZAR: "President Trump has delivered a historically strong 
economy, whether it's on unemployment numbers or on productivity and he's going to 
keep doing that." 

HHS SECRETARY AZAR: "Our economic team will work on economic aspects of this 
and President Trump having delivered the best economy in modern history has the 
tools and knows the tools to keep this economy going." 

WHOLE OF GOVERNMENT APPROACH 

HHS SECRETARY AZAR: "Make no mistake, this is a very serious health problem. 
Nobody is trying to minimize that. It is a very serious public health threat to the people 
of the United States and that's why President Trump from day one has been aggressive 
with a whole of government approach and will continue to do so." 

HHS SECRETARY AZAR: "I understand people's concern and uncertainty, but I want 
them to understand that we will use every tool we have to protect the American people. 
That will involve local tools that state and local governments use. It will involve 
national tools like travel restrictions; closing our border to individuals who are at risk; 
quarantining of individuals; developing vaccines, therapeutics; procuring personal 
protective equipment for health care workers; surging hospital capacity and ventilators 
out into needed areas, these are the steps we're taking." 

VACCINES AND THERAPEUTICS  

HHS SECRETARY AZAR: "We have got rapid work on a vaccine that should go into 
clinical trials very soon. We have a therapeutic already in clinical trials." 

PROTECTING SENIORS  

SURGEON GENERAL ADAMS: "CMS is sending in special inspectors in places that are 
hot spots, like Washington, to make sure the cleaning is happening appropriately, that 



we're not spreading from patient to patient, and that we're protecting our most 
vulnerable. So that's what we're going to be doing this week and we've been doing it all 
along." 

SOCIAL DISTANCING AND TRAVEL  

HHS SECRETARY AZAR: "We've made a special alert for individuals who are older or 
individuals who are medically frail, that they should be very careful about large 
gatherings. They should be very careful about long distance travel and especially stay 
off cruise ships." 

DIRECTOR FAUCI: "Right now the people with the underlying conditions need to 
distance themselves from crowds, not travel, not get on long air flights, and certainly 
not getting on a cruise ship." 

DIRECTOR FAUCI: "Right now, if you have somebody who is 45 years old, doing well, 
a business person or whatever, I mean there's no problem getting on a plane. If you're a 
person who has an underlying condition, elderly particularly, doing that kind of travel 
is putting yourself at an extra risk." 

THE GRAND PRINCESS CRUISE SHIP 

HHS SECRETARY AZAR: "We're bringing in the Grand Princess. It's going to dock 
today as well as start offloading passengers from that ship. They're going to be 
offloaded in a way that protects the community first and foremost the community and 
secondly protects those individuals. They'll be in an isolation quarantine environment. 
They will then go to facilities that we've arranged around the country for their own 
care. They will be tested. They'll go into 14-day quarantine." 

CLOSING SCHOOLS  

HHS SECRETARY AZAR: "We haven't recommended that every single community in 
America close schools. We're working with individual communities based on the data 
in their community and what cases they have seen. In some communities closing 
schools is a very appropriate measure." 

HHS SECRETARY AZAR: "It's very much a local and state decision about the approach 
to take based on data, we're there to help and advise them." 

DEFINING A PANDEMIC  

DIRECTOR FAUCI: "People who call that a pandemic. CNN would call a pandemic. 
W.H.0 will call it a pandemic. It's not going to make any difference with what we do. 



That's the point. Instead of people getting all bent out of shape about what you call it, 
it's a serious situation for sure." 

### 
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Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 -(b)(6) 





OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Tuesday, March 11, 2020 

4:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(5) 
— Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

;b)(5) 
— Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

IV. ;b)(5) — Matthew Pottinger, Assistant to the 

President and Deputy National Security Advisor 

V. 
(b)(5) 

— Russ Vought, Director (OMB) 

VI. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 
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below may not reflect the actual 
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OP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" From: (b)(6) 

(b)(6) )ovp.eop.gov> 
Sent: Thu 17 Mar 2020 17.18.54 +0000 

To: 
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

b)(6) 

Cc: (b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

Subject: 
Attachments: 
Meeting 3.12.20.pptx 
Importance: 

[EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 
WH Task Force Agenda 3.12.20.docx, WHSR Seating Chart WH Coronavirus TF 

High 

Good evening all, 

(b)(6) There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force at 3:00 pm in the White House 
Room. All materials will be forthcoming. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881-

 (b)(6) 



;b)(5) 
IV. 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Thursday, March 12, 2020 

3:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks - Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(5) 
- Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

;b)(5) 
- Dr. Bob Kadlec, Assistant Secretary for 

Preparedness and Response (HHS) 

3pecial Assistant to the President and 

Senior Director for Border and Transportation Security National Security Council 

(NSC) & Chad Wolf, Acting Secretary (DHS) 

V. 
(b)(5) 

- Chad Wolf, Acting Secretary 

 

(OHS) 

  

VI. 
(b)(5) 

- Russ Vought, Director (OMB) 

VII. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 

;b)(6) 
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**Please note: The seating chart 
below may not reflect the actual 
seating arrangement in overflow 
room.** 
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(b)(6) EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 
@ovp.eop.gov> 

Sat, 14 Mar 2020 12:22:23 +0000 
randal@mail.house.gov;Grogan, Joseph J. 

From: 
1(b)(6) 

Sent: 
To: 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: Hoosier Calendar 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on 3.14.20 at 
10:00am - Agenda - Seating Chart - Supplemental Material(s) 
Attachments: WHSR Seating Chart W • .1. s TF Meeting 3.14.20.pptx, WHSR Seating 
Chart WH Coronavirus TF Meeting 3.14.20.pptx, 

(b)(5) 

 

12(f) Options.docx 
Importance: High 

All, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Saturday, March 14 at 10:00 
am. Preliminary agenda and seating chart attached. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 Xb)(6) 
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From: 
(b)(6) 

sent: 
To: 

(b)(6) 

)vp.eop.gov> 

Sat, 14 Mar 2020 13:12:41 +0000 

randall@mail.house.eov:Grogan. Joseph J 

EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: Hoosier Calendar(b)(6) EOP/OVP 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus task Force meeting on 3.14.20 at 

10:00am - Agenda - Seating Chart - Supplemental Material(s) 

Attachments: WHSR Seating Chart WH Coronavirus TF Meeting 3.14.20.pptx, (b)(5) 

212(f) Options.docx, WH Coronavirus TF Agenda 3.14.20.docx 

Importance: High 

All, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Saturday, March 14 at 10:00 
am. Preliminary agenda and seating chart attached. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Saturday, March 14, 2020 

10:00 am EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(5) 

— Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

 

;b)(5) 
Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention & Deputy Secretary Stephen Biegun, Department of 

State 

(b)(5) 

IV. - Acting Secretary Chad Wolf, Department of 

Homeland Security 

V. 
;b)(5) 

DOD Rep. 

VI. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 



From: VAIOC 

Sent: Sat, 14 Mar 2020 14:06:50 +0000 

To: Lawrence, Paul R., VBAVACO;Devlin, Margarita, VBAVACO;Lee, Andrea M., 

VBAVACO;Reeves, Randy;Ratchford Jr, Lewis;Tucker, Brooks;Glynn, Melissa S.;Rychalski, Jon1.;Mason, 

Cheryl;Lapuz, Miguel H.;1(6)(6)  Gigliotti, Ralph;Missal, Michael J. (01G);Davis, Lynda;Stone, 

Richard A., MD;Christy, Phillip (SES);Jackson, Frederick R.;Powers, Pamela;RLW;Hipolit, Richard 

(OGC);Sitterly, Daniel;Gfrerer, James;Bonzanto, Dr. Tamara (0AWP);Elizalde, David A.;Hutton, 

James;Dunn, Sylvia B., D :Bader. Christine E. Smith. Jeffrey M.:Mavo, Jeffrev:Hudson. William A.  

(OGC);Mashburn, John 

(01G);' ID)(6) luweart, Eric D.;(b)(6) (CFM) b)(6) 

      

      

Cc: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

 

(b)(6) 

 

 

SECVA Weekend Summary Report for March 14, 2020 

14 March 20 (Final).pdf, USG COVID-19 Response Plan, 13 Mar 20.pdf 

VA 
Integrated 
Operations 
Center 

 

UNCLASSIFIED 

 

Good Morning, 

The current SECVA Weekend-Summary Report is below. 

National Terror 
Advisory System 

COGCON 
Baseline Force Protection Condition 

 

NORTHCOM EUCOM 
PACOM 

(b)(7)(E) 

1. Executive Summary 
• Monitoring Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19). 

2. Significant Weather Source: NWS 

• Storm systems across the western U.S. will continue to bring heavy rainfall to 
portions of the Southwest Desert today, with heavy snow continuing across many 
mountainous areas through the weekend. 

• Heavy snow is also possible across the Central Plains into Saturday, with a few 
severe thunderstorms possible across West Texas and Eastern New Mexico. 

3. Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Source: HHS, CDC, WHO, DHS, VHA, 
VBA 

• On 14 Mar, the WHO reports 142,320 confirmed cases globally; 5,388 deaths. 

• On 13 Mar, CDC reported the total U.S. cases is 1,629 with 41 deaths. 



• POTUS declared a National Emergency under the Stafford Act for COVID-19; 
provides $50 billion in federal funding. 

• The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published the U.S. 
Government COVID-19 Response Plan, dated 13 Mar; adapted from the 2018 
Pandemic Crisis Action Plan. VPOTUS will lead government efforts with HHS 
serving as the Lead Federal Agency. 

• Military Health System has reported nine confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 
positive cases, including four Active Duty Service members in South Korea. 

• 13 of 16 DoD laboratories slated to receive diagnostic testing kits from CDC; 
approved to conduct testing. 

• NY, MD, and Puerto Rico have activated their National Guard in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. As part of the COVID-19 national response, the Department 
of Defense deployed 1,000 National Guard troops across six states to assist with 
logistical support, disinfection procedures, and transportation of medical 
personnel. 

• CA, CO, CT, WA instituting drive-through COVID-19 testing. The White House 
announced drive through testing at Walgreens, CVS, Walmart, Target and other 
locations nationwide. 

VA Response Efforts 
• VHA reports experiencing bandwidth issues and would like to explore how 

operations can be staggered; 0E1 will lead a task force to explore this and develop 
a policy to support it. 

• OIT is analyzing user capacity, procurements, and licensing for 300,000 additional 
teleworkers. 

• OPIA has been tasked to work with VHA to produce a letter to state governors 
explaining the process of opening VA medical centers to non-Veterans. 

• Grand Princess Cruise Ship Update — All passengers are now off of the ship 
o Travis: 121 self-identified veterans 
o Miramar: 15 self-identified veterans 
o Lackland: 28 self-identified veterans 
o Dobbins: 4 self-identified veterans 

4. Long Term Facility Disruptions 
• Blythe CBOC, CA Source: VHA 

oEstimated date of completion is the end of March. 
oOn 30 Nov, the CBOC sustained extensive water damage from heavy rains. 

An onsite MVC and telehealth capabilities are being used for care. 
• Arecibo CBOC, PR Source: VHA 

oOperating from offices on the premises of the Manuel Petaca lguina Coliseum. 
• Vieques Rural OPC, PR Source: VHA 

oOperating from a PR Department of Health temporary clinical at Las Maria. 
oPreliminary occupancy date for the long-term lease replacement is June 20. 

5. Ten Day Outlook 
• 20 Mar — 12 Apr: National Cherry Blossom Festival, Washington, DC (SEAR 

3) 



0 The festival spans four weeks, over 1.5 million people are expected to attend the 
events. 

0 The parade is 4 Apr; the route extends from 7th  St to 17th  St on Constitution Ave. 

Several of the festival's events have been cancelled in light of the COVI D-19 
outbreak. 

Approved by: 
(b)(6) 

)uty Officer 
Released by: , Watch Officer 

V/R, 
(b)(6) 

rated Operations Center 
ov 

VA I nte 
Email: 
SIPRNet: 
Tel: (202) 461 
Mobile: (202) 497-
Fax: (202) 273 

(b)(6) 



COGCON 
Baseline Force Protection Condition  

NORTHCOM EUCOM PACOM 
National Terror 

Advisory System 

UNCLASSIFIED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Secretary Stand-Up Report 

March 14, 2020 

I 7)(E) 

1. Executive Summary 
• Monitoring Novel Coronavirus (COV1D-19). 

2. Significant Weather Source: NWS 
• Storm systems across the western U.S. will continue to bring heavy rainfall to 

portions of the Desert Southwest today, with heavy snow continuing across many 
mountainous areas through the weekend. 

• Heavy snow is also possible across the Central Plains into Saturday, with a few 
severe thunderstorms possible across West Texas and Eastern New Mexico. 

3. Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Source: HHS, CDC, WHO, DHS, VHA, VBA 
• On 14 Mar, the WHO reports 142,320 confirmed cases globally; 5,388 deaths. 
• On 13 Mar, CDC reported the total U.S. cases is 1,629 with 41 deaths. 
• POTUS declared a National Emergency under the Stafford Act for COVID-19; provides 

$50 billion in federal funding. 
• The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published the U.S. Government 

COVID-19 Response Plan, dated 13 Mar; adapted from the 2018 Pandemic Crisis Action 
Plan. VPOTUS will lead government efforts with HHS serving as the Lead Federal 
Agency. 

• Military Health System has reported nine confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 positive 
cases, including four Active Duty Service members in South Korea. 

• 13 of 16 DoD laboratories slated to receive diagnostic testing kits from CDC approved to 
conduct testing. 

• NY, MD, and Puerto Rico have activated their National Guard in response to the COVID-
19 outbreak. As part of the COVID-19 national response, the Department of Defense 
deployed 1,000 National Guard troops across six states to assist with logistical support, 
disinfection procedures, and transportation of medical personnel. 

• CA, CO, CT, WA instituting drive-through COVID-19 testing. The White House announced 
drive through testing at Walgreens, CVS, Walmart, Target and other locations nationwide. 

VA Response Efforts 
• VHA reports experiencing bandwidth issues and would like to explore how operations can 

be staggered; 0E1 will lead a task force to explore this and develop a policy to support it. 
• OIT is analyzing user capacity, procurements, and licensing for 300,000 additional 

teleworkers. 
• OPIA has been tasked to work with VHA to produce a letter to state governors explaining 

the process of opening VA medical centers to non-Veterans. 
• Grand Princess Cruise Ship Update — All passengers are now off of the ship 

o Travis: 121 self-identified veterans 
o Miramar: 15 self-identified veterans 
o Lackland: 28 self-identified veterans 
O Dobbins: 4 self-identified veterans 

4. Long Term Facility Disruptions 
• Blythe CBOC, CA Source: VHA 

OEstimated date of completion is the end of March. 

UNCLASSIFIED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY Page 
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Department of Veterans Affairs 
Secretary Stand-Up Report 

March 14, 2020 
o On 30 Nov, the CBOC sustained extensive water damage from heavy rains. 
o An onsite MVC and telehealth capabilities are being used for care. 

• Arecibo CBOC, PR Source: VHA 
o Operating from offices on the premises of the Manuel Petaca Iguina Coliseum. 

• Vieques Rural OPC, PR Source: VHA 
o Operating from a PR Department of Health temporary clinical at Las Maria. 
o Preliminary occupancy date for the long-term lease replacement is June 20. 

5. Ten Day Outlook 
• 20 Mar — 12 Apr: National Cherry Blossom Festival, Washington, DC (SEAR 3) 

o The festival spans four weeks, over 1.5 million people are expected to attend the events. 
o The parade is 4 Apr; the route extends from 7th  St to 17th  St on Constitution Ave. 
o Several of the festival's events have been cancelled in light of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
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From: (b)(6) EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 
(b)(6) @ovp.eop.gov> 
Sent: Fri, 13 Mar 2020 23:08:05 +0000 
To: randalemail hauce gov•Gragan locprth 1 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: Hoosier Calendar 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on 3.14.20 at 
10:00am 
Attachments: WH Coronavirus TF Agenda 3.14.20.docx, WHSR Seating Chart WH Coronavirus 
TF Meeting 3.14.20.pptx 
Importance: High 

All, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Saturday, March 14 at 10:00 
am. All materials will be forthcoming. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 4b)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Saturday, March 14, 2020 

10:00 am EST 

I. Opening Remarks - Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(5) 

- Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

;b)(5) 

- Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention & Deputy Secretary Stephen Biegun, Department of 

State 

IV. 
(b)(5) 

- Acting Secretary Chad Wolf, Department of 

Homeland Security 

V. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 



WHSR JFK Conference Room (West Wing) DATE: 14 MAR 2020TIME: 1000 EST Table: 13Sic 

SOUTH 

WH Press 
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SENIOR COUNSELOR 

Katie Miller SAP 
PRESS / OVP 

Marc Short AP / COS 
OVP 

Dr. Stephen Hahn 
COMMISSIONER FDA 
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WHSR EXEC OVER FLOWDATE: 14 MAR 2020TIME: 1000 EST 

VTC PARTICIPANTS 

(b)(6) 'RESS / OVP 

0)(6) 

(b)(6) kSSOC. DIR 
(b)(6) 

_(b)(6) DVISOR / 
AP / DIR / EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

(b)(6) 

POLICY & STRATEGY / 
NSC  

)AP / 
ADVISOR WH 

Krlstar NeVlnsAP / 
CAB SEC/CAB 

AFFAIRS  AP for (b)(6) 
AP/ DIR OPL 1(61(61 — 

b)(6) Domestic Policy 

COS SR COUNSELOR / 
KELLYANNE (b)(6) Brian HarrisonCOS / HHS 

CONWAY 

(b)(6) 
IR / 

LEG AFFAIRS OVP 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

(b)(6) 

 

Sat, 14 Mar 2020 22:03:53 +0000 

RLW 

[EXTERNAL] Fwd: The shadow coronavirus czar 

(b)(6) 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: POLITICO Pro Health Care <politicoemail@politicopro.com> 
Date:  March 14, 2020 at 4:49:48 PM EDT 
To:  (" 6) riponsociety.org> 
Subject: The shadow coronavirus czar 
Reply-To: "POLITICO subscriptions" <reply-fe971c727160017c75-553241_HTML-

 

775930271-1376319-308731@politicoemail.com> 

The shadow coronavirus czar 

By Sarah Owennohle, Dan Diamond 

03/14/2020 04:48 PM EDT 

Scott Gottlieb left the Trump administration nearly a year ago — but from Twitter to TV, he's 
become the face of truth-telling about the coronavirus pandemic. 

The 47-year-old former Food and Drug Administration commissioner is providing blunt reality 
checks on talk shows and in congressional chambers, where his warnings about undetected 
outbreaks and testing delays starkly contrast with current administration officials' assurances that 
the risk from the fast-spreading virus remains very low. 

"And all I say is, 'Be calm.' We have the greatest people in the world," President Donald Trump 
told reporters on March 6 at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. "You never really 
know when something like this is going to strike and what it's going to be." 

Gottlieb had a different take. 

"People will suffer and die. The most vulnerable are at greatest risk," Gottlieb tweeted the next 
morning. "We must all work together to protect them. The next few months will be hard, but we 
will preserve life, and eventually conquer this pathogen." 

Gottlieb's hard truths were finally embraced on Thursday morning by the president, who 
retweeted a series of Gottlieb's warnings hours after Trump's prime-time coronavirus address 



was widely panned. "We need to sacrifice some of the trappings of normal life to reduce the 
scope and severity of what's ahead," Gottlieb wrote — and Trump retweeted — in a series of 
tweets that also took shots at the "void left by policy makers." 

Gottlieb's emergence has made him the rare Trump administration insider who's found ways to 
critique his old colleagues' decisions from outside while still maintaining respect in Trump's 
inner circle. In some ways his plain-spoken warnings mirror those of Anthony Fauci, the 79-
year-old NIH infectious disease expert who's become a mainstay at congressional and White 
House task force briefings even as he contradicts the president's reassurances or optimistic 
timelines. 

Widespread mistrust of the administration's take on the coronavirus has enhanced the role of an 
outsider like Gottlieb. And his ubiquity has made his estimates even more valued. Some have 
pointed to a coronavirus testing tracker that Gottlieb and the free market American Enterprise 
Institute established this week  to estimate how many people could be tested for the infection 
each day — an initiative that aggravated some government health officials, despite Trump's 
retweets. 

Gottlieb also suggested that health systems could run coronavirus tests on a high-volume 
platform developed by drug giant Roche weeks before the administration authorized the strategy 
on Friday. 

The Monday morning quarterbacking, especially around early testing stumbles, has particularly 
ruffled some feathers in the health department, where HHS Secretary Alex Azar is already 
dealing with criticism from White House officials — and where current FDA Commissioner 
Stephen Hahn has been virtually invisible on television during the crisis. 

"I don't know what his endgame is," said one official, criticizing Gottlieb's high profile, arguing 
that some of it's come at the expense of his successor. "What's he trying to prove, and why does 
he keep stepping on Hahn?" 

Some officials also grumbled after Gottlieb penned Wall Street Journal editorials  about 
preparedness in January and early February, claiming that his warnings about silent coronavirus 
spread were too alarmist — even if they've turned out to be true. It's set up the media-savvy 
former FDA chief— who remains in frequent conversation with the White House and won as 
much bipartisan support as any Trump appointee while in office — for inevitable run-ins with 
current health officials who don't have the latitude to make the same kind of policy 
pronouncements. 

"He can say things that maybe the government would like to say because he has an authority," 
said a source close to HHS. But at the end of the day: "They are making decisions that are going 
to affect 350 million Americans. He's not." 

Others on the inside of the coronavirus battle say Gottlieb has been indispensable to the White 
House and Pence in particular on response strategy. They say consternation is rooted in Azar's 
insecurity about his role and concerns that he could be undercut by Gottlieb, who had been 
rumored as a shortlist pick for a so-called coronavirus czar. "I think good leaders want to bring 
the strongest, smartest minds in and surround themselves," said one administration official. "But 



that's not what they're doing [at HHS]." 

A source close to Azar disputed that characterization and frustration with Gottlieb, and the idea 
Azar that has been sidelined. 

Gottlieb was seen at the White House ahead of Trump's emergency declaration on the 
coronavirus pandemic, according to a source, and he later praised Trump's Rose Garden event. 

Gottlieb declined to comment for this story. 

He now divides his time between a fellowship at the American Enterprise Institute, serving on a 
handful of drug company boards and a career as a talking head who has the rare ability to explain 
complicated science in a way ordinary people can understand. Some of that has been to the 
administration's adversaries on Capitol Hill. 

The libertarian doctor's activist agenda as FDA chief, on everything from e-cigarettes to 
nutrition, often put him at odds with the Trump administration's anti-regulatory approach. But 
Gottlieb sold his proposals well — and left the administration on rare good footing with the 
White House and lawmakers from both parties in Congress. 

"You do have big shoes to fill," Rep. Mark Pocan (D-Wisc.) told Hahn, Gottlieb's successor, at a 
House hearing Wednesday where Democrats grilled him on the flawed White House response to 
the coronavirus. Just one day earlier, Gottlieb gave his take on the state of the outbreak to Pocan 
and the rest of the Congressional Progressive Caucus at their invitation. 

"We don't have a whole lot of, honestly, Trump appointees, American Enterprise Institute 
employees, come by to brief the Progressive Caucus. But he got it because we respect him so 
much," Pocan told Hahn. 

Meanwhile, HHShas said it doesn't know how many tests have been done, and the CDC has 
dropped its own count from its website. Instead, the administration has been updating how many 
tests have been shipped to labs, not how fast the troubled testing program can turn them around. 
Azar said the CDC is working to get its own testing tracker up. 

Gottlieb also has stepped into a void around Hahn, who has kept a low profile throughout the 
crisis — posting relatively few coronavirus tweets, making no appearances on prime-time TV 
programs, and waiting a month before the White House even added him to its coronavirus task 
force. 

And when asked about the testing numbers his predecessor is projecting, Hahn said it's 
complicated. "I would want to get you the most accurate information possible," he told 
lawmakers. 

Hahn, a cancer doctor and health system administrator, is constrained in ways that Gottlieb is 
not, allies argue. Two administration officials said that early testing delays were rooted in Azar's 
decision early on to leave Hahn off the coronavirus task force, where he could have coordinated 
more easily with CDC Director Robert Redfield to let private labs roll out their own tests. 



"He wasn't given the opportunity to be involved and that's what created the problems," said one 
administration official. Hahn was eventually brought on the task force, along with Surgeon 
General Jerome Adams and CMS Administrator Seema Verma, after Vice President Mike Pence 
was tapped to take the lead. 

An HHS spokesperson Hahn has been involved in briefing Azar and others from the very 
beginning and Azar is pleased he is part of the task force. 

"We are and have been focused on addressing this public health emergency, and not who was 
appointed to the task force or when," Hahn said in a statement to POLITICO. 

Yet what looked like early stumbles and confusion among administration officials has driven 
frustration among lawmakers — and now they are turning to Gottlieb. 

"I just feel that there's been such confusion and miscommunication at the presidential level that 
we're constantly playing catch-up," said Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Md.) whose state has reported at 
least nine cases of coronavirus. 

"Even though he's on the conservative side, you know the ideas that he's pushing forward are 
important and they've been smart," said Rep. Pramila Jayapal  (D-Wash.), who attended 
Gottlieb's closed-door briefing with progressive members and whose state has become the U.S. 
epicenter of the outbreak. 

"His deep-seated interest in public health issues is genuine, it's who he was before. It's just 
getting more attention, it's magnified now," said a former HHS official. "What's the long game? 
He's going to keep writing op-eds." 

Adam Cancryn contributed to this report. 

To view online: 
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This email was sent to (b)(6) ,,riponsociety.org by: 
POLITICO, LLC 
1000 Wilson Blvd. 
Arlington, VA 22209 
USA 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

coronavirus 

(b)(6) 

 

Sat, 14 Mar 2020 23:40:56 +0000 

RLW 

[EXTERNAL] Fwd: POLITICO Pro Breaking News: Trump tests negative for 

(b)(6) 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: POLITICO Pro Health Care <politicoemail@politicopro.com> 
Date:  March 14, 2020 at 7:39:51 PM EDT 
Tor(b)(6) 1 -P,riponsociety.org> 
Subject: POLITICO Pro Breaking News: Trump tests negative for coronavirus 
Reply-To: "POLITICO, LLC" <reply-fe891c7577620d7d7d-1158184_HTML-775930271-
1376319-0@politicoemail.com> 

President Donald Trump tested negative for the coronavirus, White House physician Sean 
Conley said in a statement. 

The president consented to a test Friday night, Conley said. He remains symptom-free one week 
after dining with a Brazilian government delegation, some of whose members have tested 
positive for the illness, at his Mar-a-Lago resort. 

The statement did not say if Trump will be re-tested. 

Conley said he had been in touch with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the 
White House Coronavirus Task Force and that his office is "encouraging the implementation of 
all their best practices." 

To change your alert settings, please go to httys://subscriber.politicopro.comin ews letter-
settings 
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From: 
@ovp.eop.gov> 

Sun, 15 Mar 2020 21:54:44 +0000 

(b)(6) EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 

To: (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: Hoosier Calendz(b)(6) I EOP/OVP 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on 3.16.20 at 9:00am 

All - 

There will be a  White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting tomorrow, Monday, March 16 at 
9:00 am  in thE(b)(6) Room. All materials will be forthcoming. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 jb)(6) 



From: RLW 

Sent: Tue, 10 Mar 2020 20:56:16 +0000 

To: RLW 

Subject: Prep for Coronavirus Task Force Mtg 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Tomorrow 3.16.20 

(b)(6) 

 

Mon, 16 Mar 2020 00:45:05 +0000 
RLW 
Powers, Pamela 
Fwd: Important Update: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

FYI 
Get Outlook for iOS 
From: (b)(6) EOP/OVP "6) )ovp.eop.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 8:36:11 PM 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Important Update: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting Tomorrow 
3.16.20 

Good evening - 

Due to the President's participation in the G7 Summit, tomorrow's White House Coronavirus 
Task Force Meeting will be held in the)(6)  loom at 9:00 am. Given space constraints of 
this room, only the below participants are approved to attend: 

• Dr. Debi Birx 
• Dr. Anthony Fauci 
• Secretary Alex Azar 
• Dr. Stephen Hahn 
• Dr. Jerome Adams 
• Secretary Ben Carson 
• Kellyanne Conway 
• Jared Kushner 

• Russ Vought 
• Matt Pottinger 
• Secretary Robert Wilkie 

Pat Philbin 
POTUS Speechwriting Representative 
VPOTUS Speechwriting Representative 
WH Press Representative 
Katie Miller 
Brian Harrison 

(b)(6) 

Joe Grogan 
Marc Short 
(b)(6) 

Deputy Secretary David Norquist 
(b)(6) 

Mark Meadows 
Acting Commissioner Mark Meadows 
Acting Secretary Chad Wolf 



Please note: There will be no call-ins for tomorrow. 

We anticipate this meeting will return to the usual format in the White HOUSE(b)(6) loom on 
Tuesday, March 17th. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 88' (b)(6) 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

(b)(6) 

 

Mon, 16 Mar 2020 14:22:38 +0000 
RLW 

Powers, Pamela 

RE: Interview tomorrow night 7:00 pm (Tuesday) 

Interview would be with Martha MacCallum. The interview will be 6-7 minutes 

and the topics will be: the coronavirus task force and Veterans needs, health care 

during this time. 

From: (b)(6) 

Sent: Monday, March 16 2020 9:43 AM 

To: RLW (b)(6) Dva .gov (" 6)  @va.gov> 

Cc: Powers, Pamela b)(6) va.gov> 

va.gov> 

      

Cc: Hutton, James  (b)(6)  va.gov>; Cashour, Curtis 

Subject: Interview tomorrow night 7:00 pm (Tuesday) 

b)(6) va .gov> 

  

(b)(6) 

    

Would SecVA's schedule allow him to be interviewed on Fox News tomorrow night, Tuesday, in the 7:00 

pm hour? 

Please let us know. 

Thanks, 

(b)(6) 

Director, Media Affairs 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
202-774 

Subject: FW: Interview tomorrow night 7:00 pm (Tuesday) 

Sir — OK to add FOX News for tomorrow night at 7pm? 

From:  "6) va .gov> 

Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 9:34 AM 

To: (W(6) va.gov>; (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

(b)(6) 

Mon, 16 Mar 2020 23:13:49 +0000 
RLW 
(b)(6) ersonal;work 
Your Schedule Has Changed 

Sir, 
Your schedule has changed a little. You will be going to the WH for 2 interviews at 1:00pm. I believe 
they are working on WAVES for Curt to go with you. 

Below is your new schedule: 

7:45 — 8:15 am Daily Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

8:40 — 9:00 am ERT White House(6) 

 

Room 

 

9:00 — 10:00 am White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

 

10:00 -10:30 am ERT VACO 

 

11:30am-12:30pm Lunch SECVA Suite 

12:40 — 1:00 pm ET White House 26)(6) 

 

Wing Lobby 

 

1:00 -2:00 pm Interviews with Gray TV & Nexstar 

 

2:00 pm ERT VACO 

 

2:00 — 3:00 pm HOLD: Phone Call w/ Ranking Member Carter SECVA Suite 

5:00 — 5:30 pm VHA re: End of Day Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

6:00 — 6:30 pm 
Interview with Bret Baier, Special Reports, Fox 

News Chanel TBD 

6:30 — 6:45 pm 
ERT ABC News Bureau 
1717 Desals St, NW — front door of building 

 

6:45 — 7:45 pm Live Interview w/ Linsey Davis, ABC News 

 

7:45 pm ERT Residence 

 

b)(6) 

tXetULIVe 0 the 
Secretary 

Department  of Veterans Affairs 
202-461 _,(b)(6) 



From: 
(b)(6) 

Sent: 

To: 

(b)(6) . EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 

D  ovp.eop.gov> 

Tue, 17 Mar 2020 11:50:12 +0000 

Kate@mail.house.gov;1(b)(6) 
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Subject: 

Chart 

Attachments: 

Importance:  

[EXTERNAL} White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting - Agenda + Seating 

WHSR JFK Seating Chart - 3.17.20.pptx, WH Coronavirus Task Force 3.17.20.docx 

High 

Good afternoon all, 

There will be a 
the White Nous 

 

Coronavirus Task Force Meeting tomorrow morning at 9:00 am in 
oom. Seating chart attached. Agenda will be forthcoming. 

b)(6) 

   

Thank you, 



(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 jb)(6) 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Tuesday, March 17, 2020 

9:00 am EST 

Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence & Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(5) — Acting Secretary Chad Wolf, Department of 

Homeland Security 

(b)(5) 
— Russ Vought, Director (OMB) 

IV. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 



(b)(6) EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 

(b)(6) Hoosier Calendar;Cipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHO Cc: b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

From: 
(b)(6) 

Sent: 
To: 

aovp.eop.gov> 

Thu, 19 Mar 2020 12:11:07 +0000 

randal@mail.house.gov;Grogan, Joseph J. 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Attachments: WHTF WHSR Seating Chart 3.19.20.pptx, WH Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 

3.19.20 0900.docx 

Importance: High 

All - 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Thursday, March 19, 2020 at 
9:00 am. Preliminary agenda and seating chart attached. 



Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 
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Please Note.  Seating 
chart in overflow room 
may not reflect exact 
seating locations. 

EXEC OVER FLOWDATE: 18 MAR 2020TIME: 0900 EST 

VTC PARTICIPANTS 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Dr. Bob Kadlec 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6)  

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

WH Press 

(b)(6) 

Kristan Nevins 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Brian HarrisonCOS / 
HHS 



- Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

- Acting Secretary Chad Wolf (DHS) 

- Dr. Hahn 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Thursday, March 19, 2020 

9:00 am EST 

Opening Remarks - Vice President Pence 

;b)(5) - Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 

b)(5) 

1- Deputy Secretary Biegun (Dept. of State) 

VII. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

(b)(6) 

 

Tue, 17 Mar 2020 15:58:24 +0000 

RLW 

RE: Fwd: Social Distancing: TF Meetings Update 

YES. 

From: RL (b)(6) va.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 11:58 AM 

To: M(6) @va.gov> 

Subject: RE: Fwd: Social Distancing: IF Meetings Update 

I will have to be there on Wednesday. I have a press conference after the meeting. 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 

(www.blackberry.com) 

From  b)(6) va.gov> 

Date: Tuesday, Mar 17, 2020, 11:56 AM 

To: RLW (b)(6) Dva.gov>, Powers, Pamela (b)(6) @va.gov> 

Subject: RE: Fwd: Social Distancing: IF Meetings Update 

I'll work on making sure we are set up to do secure calls. 

From: RLW (b)(6) Dva.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 11:55 AM 

To: Powers, Pamela (ID" ) @va.gov> 

Cc: (b)(6) Dva.gov> 

Subject: RE: Fwd: Social Distancing: TF Meetings Update 

Sure 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 

(www.blackberry.com) 

From: Powers, Pamela " 6) ED va.gov> 

Date: Tuesday, Mar 17, 2020, 11:54 AM 

To: RLW (b)(6)  Dva.gov> 

C
b)(6) va.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: Social Distancing: IF Meetings Update 

Sir, FYI. They may have you call in to many of the meetings to encourage social distancing. 



Get Outlook for iOS 

From: 103)(6) EOP/OVP / 13)(6) povp.eop.gov> 

    

Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 11:44:12 AM 

To: Powers, Pamela (13)(6)  va.gov> 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Social Distancing: TF Meetings Update 

Hi Pam, 

In an effort to increase social distancing in The White House, I wanted to inquire whether Secretary 
Wilkie would be able to call in secure to Task Force meetings moving forward? For certain meetings 
when he needs to be present we will of course let him know, but wanted to know if you would be 
open/willing to accommodate. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881-

 (b)(6) 



(b)(6) 
. EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 

ovp.eop.gov> 

Wed, 18 Mar 2020 12:09:23 +0000 
(b)(6) 

From: 
(b)(6) 

Sent: 
To: 

(b)(6) 

b)(6) 

  

Cc: b)(6) 

EOP/WHO (b)(6) EOP/OVP 

 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting - Agenda - Seating 

Chart - Materials 

 

Attachment: WH Task Force Agenda 3.18.20 0900.docx, WHTF WHSR Seating Chart 

3.18.20.ppt (b)(5) 

 

3.18.docx 

Importance: 

 

High 

 

All - 

 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting at 9:00 am in the White House 
Room on Wednesday, March 18, 2020. Agenda, materials, and final seating chart 

Thank you, 



(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Wednesday, March 18, 2020 

9:00 am EST 

I. Opening Remarks - Vice President Pence 

;b)(5) 
- Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

;b)(5) 
- Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 

IV. 
(b)(5) 

- Joe Grogan, Assistant to the 

President, Director of the Domestic Policy Council 

V 
(b)(5) 

1- Pete Gaynor, Administrator of FEMA (DHS) 

VI. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 
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Please Note.  Seating 
chart in overflow room 
may not reflect exact 
seating locations. 

EXEC OVER FLOWDATE: 18 MAR 2020TIME: 0900 EST 

VTC PARTICIPANTS 

(b)(6) 

Dr. Bob Kadlec 

(b)(6) 

b)(6) 
1 

(b)(6) 

POTUS Speechwriting 

- 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6)  

(b)(6) 

A/S Joel Szabat 
- 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6)  

(b)(6) 

WH Press 

(b)(6) 

Kristan Nevins 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Brian HarrisonCOS / 
HHS 



Draft. Deliberative. Privileged. Confidential. 

(b)(5) 
1 

Joe Grogan and Seema Verma 

OUESTION FOR CONSIDERATION: (b)(5) 
(b)(5) 

BACKGROUND: (b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

Option 1:4b)(5) 

• 

• 

• 

Option 2: 
(b)(5) 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

(b)(5) 

kb)(5) 



Ab)(6) povp.eop.gov> 

From: Powers, Pamela 

Sent: Thu, 19 Mar 2020 18:36:33 +0000 

To: RLW 

Subject: FW: WH Task Force Update 

Importance: High 

Sir, FYI. 

From: (b)(6) EOP/OVP 

Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2020 2:32  PM 

To: Powers, Pamela (3)(6) W va.gov> 

Subject: [EXTERNALI WH 'ask Force Update 

Importance: High 

Hi Pam, 

Per the Vice President's order to begin implementing social distancing in our Task Force meetings, 
we ask that Secretary Wilkie join the Task Force meetings via secure phone lines moving forward, 
unless otherwise directed. 

If Secretary Wilkie in-person attendance is needed for the meeting and/or a press conference, we 
will let you know that as well. 

Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

perations oordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881-

 

(b)(6) 



From: Powers, Pamela (b)(6) @va.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2020  2:36 PM  
To: b)(6) IEOP/OVP " 6) @ovp.eop.gov> 

(b)(6) 

Subject: RE: WH Task Force Update 
CC: (b)(6) va.gov>., 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

(b)(6) 

 

 

Thu, 19 Mar 2020 18:39:58 +0000 
RLW 

 

(b)(6) 

  

 

FW: WH Task Force Update 

Sir, 
I'm finding out how exactly this will work for you... 

(b)(6) 

Executive Assistant to the Secretary 
Office of the Secretary 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
202-46 (b)(6) 

Copy all,PX6) Thank you. 

Pam 

va.gov> 

From: (b)(6) EOP/OVP "6)  

Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2020 2:32 PM 
To: Powers, Pamela (b)(6) Dva.gov> —  
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WH Task Force Update 
Importance: High 

Hi Pam, 

Wovp.eop.gov> 

Per the Vice President's order to begin implementing social distancing in our Task Force meetings, 
we ask that Secretary Wilkie join the Task Force meetings via secure phone lines moving forward, 
unless otherwise directed. 

If Secretary Wilkie in-person attendance is needed for the meeting and/or a press conference, we 
will let you know that as well. 

Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 



Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



From: 

 

(b)(6) 
EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 

  

1@ovp.eop.gov> 

Thu, 19 Mar 2020 18:47:38 +0000 

1(b)(6) 1 
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Importance: High 

All - 

There will be a White House Task Force Meeting on Friday, March 20, 2020 at 9:00am. All 
materials will be forthcoming. 

In order to accommodate the Vice President's request to implement social distancing in Task Force 
meetings, please let me know if you are willing/able call-in using a secure line. Those who are 
needed in-person will be notified. 

(b)(6) 

Sent: 
To: 



Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881. (b)(6) 



D ovp.eop.gov> 

Fri, 20 Mar 2020 01:39:37 +0000 

From: 
(b)(6) 

Sent: 
To: 

(b)(6) EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 

(b)(6) 

Cc: Hoosier Calendar;"1(b)(6)  ;OP/OVP 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Attachments: WH Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.20.20 0900.docx, WHSR JFK Seating Chart 
- 3.20.20.pptx 

Importance: High 

All - 

There will be a White House Task Force Meeting on Friday, March 20, 2020 at 9:00am. Agenda 
and seating chart attached. 

Please note: We have added a third room (EEO  implement social distancing. 



Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Friday, March 20, 2020 

9:00 am EST 

I. Opening Remarks - Vice President Pence 

0 
(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 
- Dr. Bob Redfield, Director of the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 

 

(b)(5) 
- Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

    

;b)(5) 

IV. 

 

Admiral Giroir (HHS) & Jared Kushner 

V 

  

Secretary Azar (HHS) (b)(5) 

0 
(b)(5) 

0 

VI. 
;b)(5) 

- Acting Secretary Chad Wolf (DHS) & Deputy 

Secretary Steve Biegun (Dept. of State) 

VII. 
(b)(5) 

- Deputy Secretary Steve Biegun (Dept. of State) 

    

(b)(5) 

VIII. 

 

Deputy Secretary David Norquist (DOD) 

IX. 

  

- Dr. Bob Redfield, Director (CDC) 
(b)(5) 

X. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 
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(b)(6) EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 

povp.eop.gov> 

Fri, 20 Mar 2020 16:23:43 +0000 
(b)(6) 

From: 
(b)(6) 

Sent: 
To: 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Importance: High 

All - 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Saturday, March 21, 2020 at 
10:00am. All materials will be forthcoming. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 



Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881-

 

(b)(6) 



There will be a White Hou 
4:00pm in the White Hous 

b)(6) 

(b)(6) 
From: EOP/OVP 

Sent: Sun, 22 Mar 2020 23:19:06 +0000 
To: 1(b)(6) I. EOP/OVP:Kate(Wmail.house.eov:i(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

b)(6) 

Cc: Cipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHO (" 6)  EOP/OVP 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Attachments: WH Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.23.20.docx, WH Coronavirus Task Force 

Seating Chart 3.23 1600.pptx 

Importance: High 

All - 

us Task Force Meeting on Monday, March 23rd  at 

om. Agenda and seating chart attached. 



Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



,b)(5) 
1- Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

;b)(5) 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Monday, March 23, 2020 

4:00pm EST 

Opening Remarks - Vice President Pence 

- Secretary Alex Azar (HHS) 

IV. 
;b)(5) 

- Dr. Bob Redfield, 

Director (CDC) 

V 
(b)(5) 

1- Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) & Jared 

  

Kushner & Secretary Alex Azar (HHS) 

VI. 
1(b)(5) 

 

- Dr. Bob 

  

Redfield, Director (CDC) & Acting Secretary Chad Wolf (DHS) 

VII. (b)(5) - Acting Secretary Chad Wolf (DHS) 

VIII. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 
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(b)(6) 

From: Birx, Deborah L. EOP/NSC 
Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 8:19 AM 

To: Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP 

n sc eo p.gov> (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

 

(b)(6) 

 

Sun, 22 Mar 2020 12:45:29 +0000 
RLW 

(b)(6) 

  

FW: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

TaskForce22March.pptx 

Making sure you've seen. 

(b)(6) 

Executive Assistant to the 
Secretary 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
202-461- (b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

b)(6) 

Cc: Hoosier CalendarOX6) kDOVP.eop.gov> (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Summary as a read ahead. New Highlights — comparator of thE (b)(5) 

b)(5) 

(b)(5) 
Deb 



COVID-19 case data Task Force 

22 March 
Data as of March 21, 2020 



Global data from 21 March and 22 March 0.00 GMT 

Country, 

Other 

Total 

Cases 

New 

Cases 

Total New 

Deaths Deaths 

Total 
Recovered 

Active 
Cases 

Serious, 
Critical 

Tot Cases/ 
111A pop 

Country, 

Other 

Total 

Cases 

New 

Cases 

Total 

Deaths 

New 

Deaths 

Total 

Recovered 

Active 

Cases 

Serious, 

Critical 

Tot Cases.' 

1M pop 

China 81,008 +41 3,255 +7 71.740 6.013 1927, 56 China 81,054 +46 3.261 +8 72.440 5.353 1,845 56 

Italy 53,578 +6,557 4,825 +793 6,072 42,681 2,857 886 Italy 53,578 

 

4,825 

 

6,072 42,681 2,857 886 

Spain 25.496 +3,925 1,381 +288 2,125 21,990 1,612 545 Spain 28,572 +3,076 1.725 +344 2.125 24.722 1,612 611 

USA 24,207 +4,824 302 176 23,729 637 73 USA 26,900 +2,693 348 +46 178 26,374 708 81 

Germany 22.364 +2.516 84 209 22,071 2 267 Germany 23,129 +765 93 +9 209 22.827 2 276 

Iran 20,610 +966 1,556 7.635 11.419 

 

245 [La11 21,638 +1,028 1,685 +129 7,635 12,318 

 

258 

France 14,459 +1,847 562 1,587 12,310 1,525 222 
France 14,459 562

 

   

1.587 12.310 1,525 222 

S Korea 
S. Korea 8.799 +147 102 

 

2,612 6,085 59 172 
8,897 104

 
+98 

 

+2 2,909 5,884 59 174 
+8 

 

Switzerland 6,863 +1.248 80 

 

131 6.652 141 793 
Switzerland 7,225 +362 80 

 

131 7.014 141 835 
+24 

 

UK 5,018 +1.035 233 +58 93 4,692 20 74 
UK 5,018 

 

233 

 

93 4.692 20 74 

Netherlands 3,631 +637 136 +30 2 3,493 354 212 
Netherlands 3,631 

 

136 

 

2 3,493 354 212 

 

Austria 2,992 +343 8 

 

9 2,975 15 332 
Belgium 3,401 +586 75 +a 263 3,063 288 293 

+2 

         

Austria 3,024 +32 8 

 

9 3,007 15 336 

 

Belgium 2,815 +558 67 +30 263 2,485 288 243 

                

Norway 2.226 +62 7 

 

6 2.213 28 411 
flOMBY 2,164 +205 7 6 2,151 28 399 

                  

Sweden 1,770 

 

20 

 

16 1,734 71 175 
+4 

 

Sweden 1,770 +131 20 16 1,734 71 175 

                    

19 

 

14 1,295 1 35 
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United States 21 March and 22 March 0.00 GMT 

USA 
State 

Total 
Cases IF 

New 
Cases 

Total New Total 
Deaths Deaths Recovered 

Active 
Cases 

USA 
State 

Total 
Cases 

New 
Cases 

Total New Total 
Deaths Deaths Recovered 

Active 
Cases 

New York 10,372 +1,974 56 +10 

 

10,316 New York 12,324 +1,952 76 +20 

 

12,248 

Washington 1,793 +269 94 +11 124 1,575 Washington 1,793 

 

94 124 1,575 

California 1,391 +184 24 +1 6 1,361 California 1,519 +128 28 +4 6 1,485 

New Jersey 1,327 +437 16 +5 

 

1,311 New Jersey 1,327 

 

16 1,311 

Michigan 787 +235 5 +2 

 

782 Michigan 808 +21 8 +3 

 

800 

Illinois 753 +168 6 +1 2 745 Louisiana 763 +178 20 +4 

 

743 

Florida 659 +96 12 +1 

 

647 Florida 763 +104 13 +1 

 

750 

Louisiana 585 +48 16 +2 

 

569 Illinois 753 

 

6 2 745 

Georgia 555 +70 14 541 Texas 559 +86 5 11 543 

Massachusetts 525 +112 1 1 523 Georgia 555 

 

20 *6 

 

535 

Colorado 476 +113 5 +1 

 

471 Massachusetts 529 +4 2 44 1 526 

Texas 473 +79 5 4 464 Colorado 476 

 

6 44 

 

470 

Pennsylvania 391 +88 2 

  

389 Pennsylvania 405 +14 2 403 +1 

Tennessee 371 +138 1 +1 

 

370 Tennessee 371 

 

1 370 
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(b)(6) 

ar 120 11:57:54 +0000 ri, 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

RLW 

[EXTERNAL] Fwd: Poll: Majority of Americans now approve of Trump's 

coronavirus management 

(b)(6) 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: POLITICO Pro Health Care <politicoemail@politicopro.com> 
Date:  March 20, 2020 at 7:48:48 AM EDT 
To: (b)(6) priponsociety.org> 
Subject: Poll: Majority of Americans now approve of Trump's coronavirus management 
Reply-To: "POLITICO subscriptions" <reply-fe971c727160017c75-553241_HTML-
775930271-1376319-329010@politicoemail.com> 

Poll: Majority of Americans now approve of Trump's coronavirus management 

By Quint Forgey 

03/20/2020 07:47 AM EDT 

A majority of Americans now approve of President Donald Trump's handling of the coronavirus 
pandemic, according to a new survey, as the administration has issued stricter federal guidelines 
in recent days and the president has adopted a more public-facing role in combating the disease. 

An ABC News/Ipsos poll released Friday reports that 55 percent of respondents approve of 
Trump's management of the public health crisis, while 43 percent disapprove. The latest figures 
represent a boost in the president's rating from the previous iteration of the survey, published one 
week ago, which showed only 43 percent approval for Trump and 54 percent disapproval. 

The uptick in public sentiment comes in the wake of a variety of measures the president has 
taken since last Friday to combat the rapid spread of coronavirus within the United States. Trump 
has been widely criticized for his initial response to the pandemic as well as his adminitration's 
inability to quickly ramp up testing in the U.S. 

Trump has declared a national emergency, expanded the European travel ban, urged people to 
avoid group gatherings of more than 10 people, signaled his support for dispensing checks to 
affected Americans and invoked the Defense Production Act — although he has stopped short of 
actually triggering the statute. 



The president has also often led the daily press briefings of the White House coronavirus task 
force, announcing new federal actions, taking questions from reporters and generally appearing 
more solemn regarding the nature of the threat facing the country. 

Governors on the front lines of the outbreak have praised the administration's increased 
engagement, while still demanding a more robust, all-encompassing federal response and the 
delivery of sorely needed medical equipment in anticipation of the coronavirus' overrunning of 
local health care systems. 

But Trump has largely placed the onus back on governors to acquire those potentially life-saving 
supplies, telling reporters Thursday that the federal government is "not a shipping clerk." 

To view online: 
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/health-care/artic le/2020/03/poll-majority-of-americans-now-

 

approve-of-trumps-coronavirus-management-1898571  

You received this POLITICO Pro content because your customized settings include: Public 
Health, Infectious Diseases, Disease Prevention. To change your alert settings, please go to 
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/settings. 

POLITICOPO 
This email alert has been sent for the exclusive use of POLITICO Pro subscriber, 

(b)(6) 4riponsociety.org. Forwarding or reproducing the alert without the express, written 
permission of POLITICO Pro is a violation of copyright law and the POLITICO Pro subscription 
agreement. 

Copyright 2020 by POLITICO LLC. To subscribe to Pro, please go to politicopro.com. 

(b)(6) 
This email was sent tl 
POLITICO, LLC 
1000 Wilson Blvd. 
Arlington, VA 22209 
USA 

_,riponsociety.org by: 



(b)(6) 

Sun, 22 Mar 2020 12:46:02 +0000 
(b)(6) ;RLW 

Re: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

@nsc.eop.gov> 
(b)(6) 

Yes. Getting it printed now. 
Get Outlook for iOS  
FromIWO) Dva.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 8:45:29 AM 
To: RLW (b)(6) )va.gov>  

Cc: (b)(6)  Dva.gov> 

Subject: FW: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Making sure you've seen. 

(b)(6) 

Executive Assistant to the 
Secretary 

Depart 
202-461 

Veterans Affairs 

From: Birx, Deborah L. EOP/NSC 

Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 8:19 AM 
To: Short. Marc T. EOP/OVPI(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 
Ipovo.eoo.gov> 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 



Cc: Honcier Calendar b)(6) IDOVP enn gnv>• (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

  
 

 
  

 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Summary as a read ahead New Highlights — comparator of the (b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) Deb 



From: RLW 

Sent: Fri, 20 Mar 2020 18:11:31 +0000 

To: RLW 

Subject: RAH 

Attachments: Mar 21 2020.docx 



DAILY BRIEFING BOOK 

Saturday, March 21, 2020 

SECRETARY ROBERT L. WILKIE 

9:30 — 10:00 am ERT VACO 

  

10:00 — 11:00 am 
White House Coronavirus Task Force 

Meeting IOC SCIF 

 

** Secure call 202-534*(6)(6) 

12:00 — 1:00 pm Lunch SECVA Suite 

 

2:00 — 3:00 pm 
POTUS Phone Call w/ VSOs 
** 

Phone number forthcoming 
SECVA Suite 

 

3:00 pm ERT Residence 

  

4/30/2020 9:25 AM 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject:  

(b)(6) 

Sun, 22 Mar 2020 15:41:52 +0000 

RLW 

RE: Fwd: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Done 

From: RLW va.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 11:35 AM 

To: (b)(6)  @va.gov> 

Subject: RE: Fwd: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Yes 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 

(www.blackberry.com) 

From: (b)(6) Dva.gov> 

Date: Sunday,  Mar 22, 2020, 8:53 AM 

To: RLW va. ov> 

Cc: Powers, Pamela  " 6) va.gov> 

Subject: RE: Fwd: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

OK to send this information to Dr. Stone and Dr. Lawrence? 

From: RLW .0)(6) )va.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 8:51 AM 

To: (" 6)  )va.gov> 

CC: Powers, Pamela *191(61 .iDva.gov> 

Subject: RE: Fwd: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Thank you 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 

(www.blackberry.com) 

From:  b)(6)  

Date: Sunday,  Mar 22, 2020, 8:39 AM 

To: RLW 1( 3)(6) Iva goy>  
b)(6) 

CC: Powers, Pamela 

Subject: Fwd: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

1)va.gov> 

Dva.gov> 



Printing for you. 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Birx, Deborah L. EOP/NSC
(b)(6) 

pnsc.eop.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 8:18:38 AM 

To: Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP 4 b)(6) ov .eo . ov>,  
(b)(6) 

7E0(6) 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

;b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Summary as a read ahead New Hiehliehts — comoarator of the 
(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) Deb 



EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 

D ovp.eop .gov> 

Sat. 21 Mar 2020 01:38:21 +0000 
(b)(6) 

From: 
(b)(6) 

Sent: 
To: 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Attachments: WHSR JFK Seating Chart - 3.21.20.pptx 

Importance: High 

Hoosier Calendarfb)(6) . tOP/OVP;Cipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHO 

All - 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Saturday, March 21, 2020 at 
10:00am. Seating chart attached. Agenda will be forthcoming. 

Thank you, 



(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881-

 

(b)(6) 



Kellyanne Conway 

Hope Hicks 

Joe Grogan 

Dr. Stephen Hahn 

Dr. Jerome Adams 

Russ Vought 

WH COUNSEL 

NORTH 

S
M
O
O
N
U
N

-
I
S
W
I
A
 

VTC PARTICIPANTS 

WH Press 

ADM Brett Giroir 

A/S Chad Wolf 

Secretary Carson 

Katie Miller 

Pete Gaynor 

Jared Kushner 

Sec. Alex Azar 

Mark Meadows 

Dr. Anthony Fauci 

Amb. Debi Birx, M.D. 

Dr. Bob Redfield 

Marc Short 

Vice President 

Pat Cipollone 

WHSR JFK Conference Room (West Wing) DATE: 21 MAR 2020TIME: 1000 EST Table: 13Sic 

SOUTH 



(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Pat Philbin 

Brian Harrison 

1(b)(6) 

ADVISOR / OVP 

WHSR EXEC OVER FLOWDATE: 20 MAR 2020TIME: 0900 EST 

VTC PARTICIPANTS 

'(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6)  

(b)(6)  
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Kristan Nevins 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

Derek Kan 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

WH Press 

WHSR SMS Large Conference Room (EEOB 374)DATE: 20 MAR 2020TIME: 0900 EST Table: 13Sic 

SOUTH 

VTC PARTICIPANTS 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

LTG Kellogg 

!b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

cn 
Ui 

W
E
S
T
-
W
I
N
D
O
W
S
 

NORTH 
CAO: 12 SEP 18 



Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 
Importance: 

EOP 

[EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Call 

White House Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.22.20.docx 

High 

b)(6) 

From: (b)(6) L EOP/OVP 

Sent: Sun, 22 Mar 2020 16:43:29 +0000 

To: randal@mail.house.gov;Grogan, Joseph J. 
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Good afternoon, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Call on today at 3:00pm EST. Agenda 
attached. 



Please note: Only principals should register for tomorrow's call. An RSVP list is being 
generated to verify participants. 

Once the call begins, we kindly ask that you mute your phone unless you are speaking. 

Thank you, 

pera ions oordmator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office ice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Sunday, March 22, 2020 

3:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks - Vice President Pence 

:b)(5) - Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

- Dr. Anthony Fauci (NIH) & Dr. Bob Redfield, 

Director (CDC) 

(b)(5) 
- Admiral Brett Giroir (HHS) & Jared Kushner 

IV. 
(b)(5) 

- Secretary Alex Azar (HHS) 

    

(b)(5) 

 

0 

       

(b)(5) 

 

0 

  

V 

   

(b)(5) 

  

- Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) & White House Counsel ;b)(5) 

VI. 

  

- Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) 
(b)(5) 

VII. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 



From: (b)(6) EOP/OVP on behalf of "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP" 
(b)(6) ovp.eop.gov> 

Sent: Sat, 21 Mar 2020 01:58:52 +0000 
To: kb)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 
CC: Hoosier Calenda Zipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHO 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Attachments: WHSR JFK Seating Chart - 3.21.20.pptx, WH Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 
3.21.20 1000 est.docx 

Importance: High 

All - 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Saturday, March 21, 2020 at 
10:00am. Seating chart and agenda attached. 



Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881-

 (b)(6) 



Kellyanne Conway 

Hope Hicks 

Joe Grogan 

Dr. Stephen Hahn 

Dr. Jerome Adams 

Russ Vought 

WH COUNSEL 

NORTH 

S
M
O
O
N
U
N

-
I
S
W
I
A
 

VTC PARTICIPANTS 

WH Press 

ADM Brett Giroir 

A/S Chad Wolf 

Secretary Carson 

Katie Miller 

Pete Gaynor 

Jared Kushner 

Sec. Alex Azar 

Mark Meadows 

Dr. Anthony Fauci 

Amb. Debi Birx, M.D. 

Dr. Bob Redfield 

Marc Short 

Vice President 

Pat Cipollone 

WHSR JFK Conference Room (West Wing) DATE: 21 MAR 2020TIME: 1000 EST Table: 13Sic 

SOUTH 



WHSR EXEC OVER FLOWDATE: 20 MAR 2020TIME: 0900 EST 

VTC PARTICIPANTS 

(b)(6) (b)(6) (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 
Pat Philbin 

(b)(6) 

Kristan Nevins 

(b)(6) Brian Harrison 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

Derek Kan 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

WHSR SMS Large Conference Room (EEOB 374)DATE: 20 MAR 2020TIME: 0900 EST Table: 13Sic 

SOUTH 

VTC PARTICIPANTS 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

LTG Kellogg 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

WH Press 

(b)(6) 

cn 
Ui 

W
E
S
T
-
W
I
N
D
O
W
S
 

NORTH 
CAO: 12 SEP 18 

 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Saturday, March 21, 2020 

10:00 am EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence 

(b)(5) 

— Dr. Bob Redfield, (CDC) 

b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

IV. 
(b)(5) 

V. 
(b)(5) 

- Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

— Admiral Brett Giroir (HHS) & Jared Kushner 

— Secretary Alex Azar (HHS) 

(b)(5) 
0 

(b)(5) 

VI. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 



From: Birx, Deborah L. EOP/NSC 

Sent: Sat, 21 Mar 2020 10:56:22 +0000 

To: Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP;  
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: Hoosier Calendar; :0P/OVP;Cipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHO b)(6) 

Xb)(6) 
From:  EOP/OVP" 

EOP/OVP" 
(b)(6) 

@oyp.eop.goy> 

Date:  Friday, March 20, 2020 at 9:58 PM  

To: a(b)(6) 

Dovp.eop.gov> on behalf of "Short, Marc T. 
(b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Attachments: TaskForce20200321 .pptx 

Electronic version of today's data summary — not for forwarding or public 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: Hoosier Calendar b)(6) 
-@OVP.eop.gov>, (b)(6) DP/OVP" 

(b)(6) "Cipollone, Pat A. EOP WHU 
(b)(6) @who.eop.gov> 

Subject: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

All - 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Saturday, March 21, 2020 at 
10:00am. Seating chart and agenda attached. 

Thank you, 



b)(6) 

perations oordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 4b)(6) 



March 20 Data 

Country, 
Other 

Total 
Cases IF 

New 
Cases 

Total New 
Deaths Deaths 

Total 
Recovered 

Active 
Cases 

Serious, 
Critical 

Tot Cases/ 
1M pop 

USA 
State 

Total 
Cases 

New 
Cases 

Total New 

Deaths Deaths 
Total 
Recovered 

Active 
Cases 

China 80,967 +39 3,248 +3 71,150 6,569 2,136 56 New York 8,398 +3,031 46 +12 

 

8,352 

Italy 47,021 +5,986 4,032 

 

5,129 37,860 2,655 778 Washington 1,524 +148 83 

 

124 1,317 +627 +9 

Spain 21,571 +3,494 1,093 +262 1,588 18,890 939 461 California 1,207 +198 23 +4 6 1,178 

Germany. 19,848 +4,528 68 +24 180 19,600 2 237 New Jersey 890 +148 11 +2 

 

879 

Iran 19,644 +1,237 1,433 

 

6,745 11,466 

 

234 Illinois 585 +163 5 

 

2 578 +149 +1 

USA 19,383 +5,594 256 

 

147 18,980 64 59 Florida 563 +146 11 

  

552 +49 +2 

France 12,612 +1,617 450 

 

1,587 10,575 1,297 193 Michigan 552 +216 3 

  

549 +78 

 

S. Korea 8,652 +87 94 

 

2,233 6,325 59 169 Louisiana 537 +145 14 
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March 20 data for South Korea note active cases not cumulative 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

(b)(6) 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

(b)(6) 

Sat, 21 Mar 2020 22:57:57 +0000 
RLW;Stone, Richard A., MD;Lawrence, Paul R., VBAVACO;Powers, Pamela 

(b)(6) 

VBAVACO 
Task Force Meeting Tomorrow 
White House Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.22.20.docx 

Good evening, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Call on Sunday, 
March 22 at 3:00pm EST. Preliminary agenda attached. I'll send updated 
agenda once I receive. 

Please gather in the SCIF tomorrow (Room 
you, 

(b)(6) to take the call. Thank 

  

(b)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Sunday, March 22, 2020 

3:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence 

(b)(5) - Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

;b)(5) 
0 

;b)(5) 
— Dr. Anthony Fauci (NIH) & Dr. Bob Redfield, 

Director (CDC) 

 

(b)(5) 
Admiral Brett Giroir (HHS) & Jared Kushner 

IV. (b)(5) - Secretary Alex Azar (HHS) 

;b)(5) 

V. 

 

(b)(5) 

    

— Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) & White House Counsel (b)(5) 

  

(b)(5) 

  

VI. 

   

Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) 

VII. 

 

Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 
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To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 
3.21.20 1000 est.docx 

(b)(6) 

Sat, 21 Mar 2020 11:42:22 +0000 

RLW 

Powers, Pamela 

Seating Chart and Agenda 

WHSR JFK Seating Chart - 3.21.20.pptx, WH Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 

Security is printing these. 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Saturday, March 21, 2020 

10:00 am EST 

I. Opening Remarks - Vice President Pence 

(b)(5) 
0 

II. (b)(5) - Dr. Bob Redfield, (CDC) 

IV. 

V 

(b)(5) 
0 

(b)(5) 

1
- Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(5) 1- Admiral Brett Giroir (HHS) & Jared Kushner 

(b)(5) 
- Secretary Alex Azar (HHS) 

(b)(5) 

0 

0 

VI. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 
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D nsc . eo p.gov> 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

(b)(6) 

 

Sat, 21 Mar 2020 12:11:07 +0000 
RLW 

FW: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

TaskForce20200321 .pptx 

I'll get this printed for you also. 

From: Birx, Deborah L. EOP/NSC 

Sent: Saturday, March 21, 2020 6:56 AM 

To: Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP .0)(6) povp.eop.gov>; (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

Cc: Hoosier Calendar  (b)(6) @OVP.eop.gov>
0)(6) 

(b)(6) 
EOP/OVP 

pwho.eop.gov> )ovp.eop.gov>; Cipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHC(b)(6) 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Electronic version of today's data summary — not for forwarding or public 

>ovp.eop.gov> on behalf of "Short, Marc T. 

Tn. 1(b)(6) 

b)(6) 

From: '
(b)(6) 

EOP/OVP" 
(b)(6) 

EOP/OVP" D ovp.eop.gov> 

Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 at 9:58 PM  

(b)(6) 



<randal@mail.house.gov>, "Grogan, Joseph J. EOP/WHO" ib)(6) @who.eop.gov>, 
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

   

Cc: Hoosier Calenda b6 )() (b)(6) 
@OVP.eop.gov>, . EOP/OVP" 

(b)(6) 

  

Cipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHO" 
-1(b)(6) [V, WhO.e0P.g0V> 
Subject: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

All - 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Saturday, March 21, 2020 at 
10:00am. Seating chart and agenda attached. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 88 (b)(6) 
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March 20 data for South Korea note active cases not cumulative 
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Cc: (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 
va.gov>1(b)(6) 

Wva.gov>  b)(6)  

Subject: Task Force Meeting Tomorrow 

:@va.gov>; @ va .gov>;(b)(6) 

copy - Pick up time is 2:30pm. Thank you. 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

From: 

Sent: Saturda 
To: RLW (b)(6) va.gov) 

Ova gov>; Powers, Pamela 

(b)(6) 

, March 21, 2020 6:58 PM 

va.go va.gov>; Stone, Richard A., MD 

va gov>; Lawrence, Paul R., VBAVACO 40(6)  

@va gov> 

IeDva.gov>1(b)(6) 

@va.gov " 6) 
(b)(6) 

@va.gov) 

 va.gov> 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

tb)(6) 

at, 21 Mar 2020 3:00:26 +0000 
RLW 

FW: Task Force Meeting Tomorrow 

Good evening, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Call on Sunday, 
March 22 at 3:00pm EST. Preliminary agenda attached. I'll send updated 
agenda once I receive. 

Please gather in the SCIF tomorrow (Roo 
you, 

take the call. Thank 

(b)(6) 



From: RLW 

Sent: Thu, 19 Mar 2020 14:37:28 +0000 

To: RLW 

Subject: RAH 

Attachments: Mar 23 2020.docx 



DAILY BRIEFING BOOK 

Monday, March 23, 2020 

SECRETARY ROBERT L. WILKIE 

7:45 — 8:15 am Daily Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

  

White House Coronavirus Task Force Mtg IOC SCIF 

 

12:00 — 1:00 pm Lunch SECVA Suite 

 

1:05 — 1:30 pm 
Phone Interview w/ Kevin Wall, Live & Local 

Now 
SECVA Suite Tab 1 

3:00 — 4:00 pm VAIOC Skype COVID-19 Crisis Action Mtg SECVA Suite 

 

3:30 — 4:30 pm VHA COVID-19 Update Mtg Rm 1070 

 

5:00 — 5:30 pm VHA re: End of Day Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

 

4/30/2020 9:25 AM 



(b)(6) 
To: (b)(6) @va.gov>; Powers, Pamela va.gov> 

From: RLW 

Sent: Satur 

 

(b)(6 @va.gov> 
March 21, 2020 7:38:15 PM 

   

I. 

 

   

Get Outlook for iOS 
From: (b)(6) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
3.22.20 - 1500 

(b)(6) 

 

Sat, 21 Mar 2020 23:38:53 +0000 

RLW;Powers, Pamela 

Re: Fwd: Important RSVP Details: White House Coronavirus Task Force Call - 

Thank you. I'll notify the others. 
Get Outlook for iOS  

Subject: RE: Fwd: Important RSVP Details: White House Coronavirus Task Force Call - 3.22.20 - 1500 

Office is fine 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From : )(6) cpva.gov> 
Date: 'aturda , Mar 21, 2020, 7:37 PM  
To: RLW i)va. ov>, Powers, Pamela (b)(6)  fa, va.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Important RSVP Details: White House Coronavirus Task Force Call - 3.22.20 - 1500 

Hello Sir - see below. I will register you. Looks like no secure line is needed. Would you like to 
take the call from your office? Thank you. 

EOP/OVP ("6)  ovp.eop.gov> 

Sent: Saturday, March 21, 2020 7:32 PM 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Important RSVP Details: White House Coronavirus Task Force Call - 3.22.20 

- 1500 

Good evening, 

This email is being sent to support staff. Please be sure to register your principal using the link 
below for tomorrow afternoon's White House Coronavirus Task Force Call at 3:00pm EST. 

RSVP Link: https://ems9.intellor.com?do=register&t (b)(6) 

After registering, you will receive instructions for your principal to access the conference. To 
clarify, your principal does not need to use a secure phone to join tomorrow's call. Please 
communicate with your office so principals are not registered more than once. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out. 



Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



(b)(6) 
From: EOP/OVP 

Sent: Sun, 22 Mar 2020 17:56:04 +0000 

To: randal@mail.house.gov;Grogan, Joseph J. 
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

CC: (b)(6) EOP 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Call 

Attachments: White House Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.22.20 v.2.docx 

Importance: High 

Good afternoon, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Call on today at 3:00pm EST. Agenda 
attached. 



Please note: Only principals should register for tomorrow's call. An RSVP list is being 
generated to verify participants. 

Once the call begins, we kindly ask that you mute your phone unless you are speaking. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 .4b)(6) 



;b)(5) 

IV. 
ob)(5) 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Sunday, March 22, 2020 

3:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence 

(b)(5) - Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 
- Dr. Anthony Fauci (NIH) & Dr. Bob Redfield, 

Director (CDC) 

— Admiral Brett Giroir (HHS) & Jared Kushner 

— Secretary Alex Azar (HHS) 

(b)(5) 

0 

0 

(b)(5) 

V 

Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) & White House Counsel 

b)(5)  VI. 1— Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) 

VII. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 



(b)(6) @va.gov> 

Cc: (b)(6) 

 

1@va. ov>(b)(6)  

@va.gov>; 1  VBAVACO b)(6) 

 

b)(6) 

1@va.gov>;t 6)  b)(6) ava.gov>; 
Dva.gov>;  (b)(6)  b@va.gov) 

(b)(6) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Lawrence, Paul R., VBAVACO 
Sun, 22 Mar 2020 00:43:38 +0000 

(b)(6) RLW:Stone. Richard A.. MD:Powers. Pamela 
b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

  

VBAVACO 
Subject: RE: Task Force Meeting Tomorrow 

Got it — thanks. 

Thank you! 

Paul Lawrence 

USB 

From: 
Sent: Saturday, March 21, 2020 8:24 PM 

To: RLW (b)(6) @va.gov>; Stone, Richard A., MD (b)(6) 

(b)(6) @va.gov>; Powers, Pamela (b)(6) 

@va.gov>; Moc 

j
@va.gov>; Lawrence, Paul R., VBAVACO 

Pva.gov>  

<, Teresa J. PM 
E

lDva.gov>; c (b)(6) 
(b)(6) @Va.gov>;1(b)(6) 
(b)(6) @va.gov>; (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

1@va.gov>; b)(6) 

@va.gov> 

Subject: RE: Task Force Meeting Tomorrow 

No secure line is required for this call. Therefore, the call will be take place in the 

Secretary's office. Thank you. 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) From: 
Sent: Saturday, March 21, 2020 6:58 PM 

To: RLW (b)(6)b_va.gov(b)(6) Vova.gov>;  Stone, Richard A., MD 
b)(6) Dva.gov>;  Lawrence, Paul R., VBAVACO 

(b)(6) DVa.g0V) 

b)(6) rva.gov>;  Powers, Pamela 

Subject: Task Force Meeting Tomorrow 

Dva.gov> 

r
va.gov) < b)(6) 1@va.gov> 

Good evening, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Call on Sunday, 
March 22 at 3:00pm EST. Preliminary agenda attached. I'll send updated 
agenda once I receive. 



Please gather in the SCIF tomorrow (Room (b)(6) :o take the call. Thank 
you, 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

(b)(6) 

Sun, 22 Mar 2020 18:02:17 +0000 

RLW;Stone, Richard A., MD;Lawrence, Paul R., VBAVACO;Powers, Pamela 
(b)(6) 

VBAVACO 

RE: Task Force Meeting Tomorrow 

White House Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.22.20 v.2.docx 

Cc: (b)(6) 

o take the call. Thank Please gather in the SCIF tomorrow (Roo 
you, 

Final agenda attached. 

(b)(6) 

y, Marc 21, 2020 8:24 PM 

va.gov) 13)(6) , va.gov>; Stone, Richard A., MD 

pva.gov>; Lawrence, Paul R., VBAVACO < 

.Dva.gov> 

(b)(6) 

Cc: Cl(b)(6) 
(b)(6)  

1/4b)(6) @va.gov> 

From: 
Sent: Sa 

To: RL 

(b)(6) 

@va.gov) 

va.gov>; Powers, Pamela 

(b)(6) 

va.gov>; 

@va.gov) 

@va.gov> 

(b)(6) 

OV>; @va 

Subject: RE: Task Force Meeting Tomorrow 

No secure line is required for this call. Therefore, the call will be take place in the 
Secretary's office. Thank you. 

(b)(6) 

From: 
Sent: Saturday, March 21, 2020 6:58 PM 

To." 6) bva.gov)  (b)(6)1@va.gov>; Stone, Richard A., 
(b)(6) @Va.g0V>; Lawrence, Paul R., VBAVACO 

@va.gov> 

(b)(6) 

va.go4b)(6)  

p, Va.g0V)(b)(6) 

6va.gov>lb)(6)  

 kva.gov) 

@va.gov> 

Subject: Task Force Meeting Tomorrow 

Good evening, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Call on Sunday, 
March 22 at 3:00pm EST. Preliminary agenda attached. I'll send updated 
agenda once I receive. 

1wva.gov) 

va. ov>; Powers, Pamela 
b)(6) 

bva eov>: l(b)(6) 
b)(6) L

va.gov:(b)(6) 
b)(6) va.gov>; b)(6) /BAVACO (b)(6) 

NA (b)(6) 



(b)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Sunday, March 22, 2020 

3:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks - Vice President Pence 

(b)(5) 
- Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

IV. 

V 

(b)(5) 

- Dr. Anthony Fauci (NIH) & Dr. Bob Redfield, 

Director (CDC) 

;b)(5) 

1

- Admiral Brett Giroir (HHS) & Jared Kushner 

(b)(5) 

- Secretary Alex Azar (HHS) 

(b)(5) 

0 

0 

(b)(5) 

r)(5) 

Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) & White House Counsel 

(b)(5) 
VI. 1- Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) 

VII. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 



(b)(6) 
From: EOP/OVP 
Sent: Sun, 22 Mar 2020 18:18:39 +0000 
Ttv randalemail hntice rinv•Grngan Incpnh I 

(b)(6) 

b)(6) 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 
Importance: 

b)(6) 
EOP 

[EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Call 
WH Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.22.20 1500.docx 
High 

Good afternoon, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Call on today at 3:00pm EST. Please see 
updated final agenda attached. 



Please note: Only principals should register for tomorrow's call. An RSVP list is being 
generated to verify participants. 

Once the call begins, we kindly ask that you mute your phone unless you are speaking. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



b)(5) 

IV. 

(b)(5) V. 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Sunday, March 22, 2020 

3:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks - Vice President Pence 

(b)(5) - Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(5) 

0 

(b)(5) 
- Dr. Anthony Fauci (NIH) & Dr. Bob Redfield, 

Director (CDC) 

 

b)(5) 

Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) & White House Counsel 

1- Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) 

- Admiral Brett Giroir (HHS) & Jared Kushner 

VI. 
(b)(5) 

- Secretary Alex Azar (HHS) 

(b)(5) 

VII. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

(b)(6) 

 

Sun, 22 Mar 2020 18:25:37 +0000 

RLW;Stone, Richard A., MD;Lawrence, Paul R., VBAVACO 

Fwd: WH Coronavirus Task Force Call Today - Final Agenda 

WH Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.22.20 1500.docx 

Updated agenda. Sorry for all the emails. 

Get Outlook for iOS  
From: EOP/OVP (b)(6)  ovp.eop.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 2:22 PM 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] WH Coronavirus Task Force Call Today - Final Agenda 

All - 

Please be sure your principal has the final agenda (attached) for this afternoon's White House 
Coronavirus Task Force Call at 1500. 

Thank you! 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 jb)(6) 

(b)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Sunday, March 22, 2020 

3:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks - Vice President Pence 

(b)(5) 
- Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

- Dr. Anthony Fauci (NIH) & Dr. Bob Redfield, 

Director (CDC) 

;b)(5) 

Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) & White House Counsel 

IV. ;b)(5) - Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) 

    

(b)(5) 

V. 

 

- Admiral Brett Giroir (HHS) & Jared Kushner 

VI. 

  

Azar (HHS) 
(b)(5) 

- Secretary Alex 

(b)(5) 

VII. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

(b)(6) 

  

 

Sun, 22 Mar 2020 18:34:48 +0000 

RLW 

 

 

(b)(6) 

 

 

RE: Fwd: WH Coronavirus Task Force Call Today - Final Agenda 

Si - Here it is and it is on your desk. 

The conference begins at 3:00 PM Eastern Time on March 22, 2020; you 
may join 10 minutes prior. 
Dial-in: 1-877-369-((6) or 1-617-668 Find an Alternate Number 
Access Code: (b)(6)  
Attendee ID:  
(These instructions are unique to you, do not share) 

From: RLW 
/b)(6)

)va.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 2:32 PM 

To: (b)(6) pva.gov> 
Subject: RE: Fwd: WH Coronavirus Task Force Call Today - Final Agenda 

What is the phone number for the call 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 

(www.blackberry.com) 

From: M(6) >va.gov> 

(b)(6) 

Date: Sunda Mar 22, 2020, 2:25 PM 

To: RLW va. :ov>, Stone, Richard A., MD 

  

(b)(6) 
wa.gov>, Lawrence, Paul R., VBAVACO 

ov> 

Subject: Fwd: WH Coronavirus Task Force Call Today - Final Agenda 

Updated agenda. Sorry for all the emails. 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From b)(6) EOP/OVP (b)(6)  povp.eop.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 2:22 PM 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] WH Coronavirus Task Force Call Today - Final Agenda 

All - 



(b)(6) 

Please be sure your principal has the final agenda (attached) for this afternoon's White House 
Coronavirus Task Force Call at 1500. 

Thank you! 

pera ions oordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881-

 (b)(6) 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

(b)(6) 

Sun, 22 Mar 2020 18:37:21 +0000 

RLW;Stone, Richard A., MD;Lawrence, Paul R., VBAVACO 
(b)(6) 

FW: WH Coronavirus Task Force Call Today at 1500 - Agenda & Materials 
(b)(5) DRAFT for CONSIDERATION _ _03 22 

2020.docx, WH Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.22.20 1500.docx 

Importance: High 

FYI 

From:  b)(6) EOP/OVP  (b)(6)  ovp.eop.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 2:34 PM 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] WH Coronavirus Task Force Call Today at 1500 - Agenda & Materials 

Importance: High 

Good afternoon all, 

Please see the attachments for this afternoon's White House Coronavirus Task Force Call at 
3:00pm: 

• Agenda 
• (b)(5) Draft (CDC) 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office ce President 
(202) 881 



DRAFT FOR CONSIDERATION _ 03.22.2020 

(b)(5) 

Issue: (b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

Bottom Line Up Front: 
(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

Background: 

• (b)(5) 

• (b)(5) 

(b)(5) 



DRAFT FOR CONSIDERATION _ 03.22.2020 

(b)(5) 

• (b)(5) 

• 

• 

 

it 

• 
• 

  

   

(b)(5) 

Exposure definition: 

Individual Exposure 

(b)(5) 



P
ro

po
rt

io
n 

o
f 

S
ym

pt
o

m
at

ic
 C

as
es

 
4(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

DRAFT FOR CONSIDERATION _ 03.22.2020 

Days Since Infection 

tAunt 2021). Arlo Inpmn M44  clod 10.71)6/M)00501 PRE-DEaSIONAL AND DEUBERATIVE 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Sunday, March 22, 2020 

3:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence 

(b)(5) 
Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(5) 

0 

(b)(5) 

- Dr. Anthony Fauci (NIH) & Dr. Bob Redfield, 

Director (CDC) 

(b)(5) 

Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) & White House Counsel 

IV.
(b)(5) 

— Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) 

V.
;b)(5) 

- Admiral Brett Giroir (HHS) & Jared Kushner 

VI. 
;b)(5) 

- Secretary Alex Azar (HHS) 

;b)(5) 
0 

0 

VII. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 



(b)(6) 

EOP/NSC EOP/NSC (b)(6) 

Pottinger, Matthew F. EOP/WHO 

Wed, 19 Feb 2020 23:53:35 +0000 
RLW; 
(b)(6) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus 

Attachments: WHTF Framework Decision Tree_V4_FINAL.pptx, Phases of USG nCoV Response 

WHTF 13 Feb PCC Master.FINAL.DOCX, nCoV CountryRiskMatrix14 Feb.pdf (b)(5) 

(b)(5) 18Feb2020.docx, 2.0)(5) 18 Feb2020.docx, 
TF Decsions 18 Feb.docx 

Secretary Wilkie, 

It was good speaking with you this weekend. We had a comms snafu and I just learned you haven't yet 

received the info on the White House Coronavirus Task Force calls, which generally take place every day 

at 4 p.m. Copying b" ) and also attaching some background materials")  an  W(6) till 

forward to you tomorrow an agenda for the next call, and the call-in number. 

Respectfully, 
Matt Pottinger 

202-456 40(6) 

Assistant to the President & 

Deputy National Security Advisor 

The White House 



U.S. Government Response to SARS-CoV2 Decision Tree 
,b)(5) 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY PRE-DECISIONAL AND DELIBERATIVE DRAFT 



U//FOU0 Pre-decisional DRAFT 

U.S. Government Response to the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (SARS-CoV2) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

UHFOU0 Pre-decisional DRAFT 
Current as of: February 14, 2020 1 



UHFOU0 Pre-decisional DRAFT 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

U//FOU0 Pre-decisional DRAFT 
Current as of: February 14, 2020 2 



UHFOU0 Pre-decisional DRAFT 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

UHFOU0 Pre-decisional DRAFT 
Current as of: February 14, 2020 3 



UHFOU0 Pre-decisional DRAFT 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

UHFOU0 Pre-decisional DRAFT 
Current as of: February 14, 2020 4 
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(b)(5) 

UHFOU0 Pre-decisional DRAFT 
Current as of: February 14, 2020 5 
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Public Health lnfrastucture, Transparency, and Risk Criteria 
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Epidemiologic Risk of Establishment of Transmission 

• Low Risk 

• High Risk 
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UHFOU0 Prc-dccisional DRAFT 

U.S. Government Response to the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (SARS-CoV2) 

February 19 Task Force Decisions for Deliberation 

1. Additional CDC and State travel advisories: 

a. Countries and Territories 
(b)(5) 

b. Cruise Ships 
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ou for the information. Is there a call tomorrow at 4pm? 

EOP/NSC 
j i(q.,)va.gov> 
2),nsc.eop.gov> (b)(6) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

(b)(6) 

Thu, 20 Feb 2020 00:23:10 +0000 

Pottinger, Matthew  F. EOP/WHO;RLW 
(b)(6) EOP/NSC; 
RE: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus 

p(b)(6) OP/NSC 

From: Pottinger, Matthew F. EOP/WHO -rn)(6) r),who.eop.gov > 

Date: Wednesda , Feb 19, 2020, 6:54 PM 
To: RLW b)(6)  ;va ov>, 
Cc: EOP/NSC (" 6) 

"0 > 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus 

Secretary Wilkie, 

b)(6) 

It was good speaking with you this weekend. We had a comms snafu and I just learned you haven't yet 

received the info on the White House Coronavirus Task Force calls, which generally take place every day 

at 4 p.m. Copyinj  0(6) and also attaching some background materials. b)(6) 3nd(b)(6) vill 

forward to you tomorrow an agenda for the next call, and the call-in number. 

Respectfully, 

Matt Pottinger 

202-456 1
 
b)(6) 

Assistant to the President & 

Deputy National Security Advisor 

The White House 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

response 

(b)(6) 

 

Tue, 25 Feb 2020 18:26:36 +0000 

RLW 

[EXTERNAL] FW: Republicans join Democrats in criticizing Trump's coronavirus 

Republicans join Democrats in criticizing Trump's coronavirus response 

By Alice Miranda 011stein 

02/25/2020 01:11 PM EST 

Several Republican senators on Tuesday hammered top Trump administration officials over their 
response to the coronavirus outbreak, condemning the White House's funding request as 
inadequate and criticizing a lack of transparency around efforts to contain the disease on U.S. 
soil. 

While Democratic lawmakers have for weeks slammed the administration for not doing enough 
to prepare for the virus, Republicans who usually back the White House began to register their 
dissent over its handling of an outbreak that now appears at increasing risk of taking greater hold 
in the United States. 

HHS Secretary Alex Azar, who's heading President Donald Trump's coronavirus task force, 
defended the White House's $2.5 billion emergency funding request before a panel of Senate 
appropriators, where the Republican chairman accused the administration of making a "low ball" 
request. 

"It could be an existential threat to a lot of people in this country," warned Sen. Richard Shelby 
(R-Ala.). "So money should not be an object. We should try to contain and eradicate this as 
much as we can, both in the U.S. and helping our friends all over the world." 

Azar emphasized that the funding request, particularly the more than $1 billion that would be 
drawn from other health programs, was an "option," suggesting that the administration isn't 
drawing a hard line. Top administration officials told senators  in a closed-door briefing earlier 
Tuesday that more money to combat coronavirus could come in a bigger spending package later 
this year. 

Though Trump in recent days has claimed the virus was "very much under control," CDC 
officials Tuesday warned that spread of the coronavirus within the U.S. appears inevitable after 
wider spread in countries like Italy and South Korea. Republicans, who have largely defended 
the administration's handling of the crisis, also raised concerns Tuesday that the administration 
has not been forthcoming as the epidemic has spread. 

Sen. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.), the chamber's top health care appropriator, scolded Azar for not 
sharing enough information as the coronavirus outbreak evolves, saying it's his "obligation" to 
do so if he wants the "flexibility we've given you." 



Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.) voiced similar concerns after this morning's briefing with 
CDC and NIH officials. 

"I didn't hear anything this morning that I haven't read in the newspaper," she said. "I think it 
would be very helpful to the American public to have a better sense of what's going on." 

Sen. John Neely Kennedy (R-La.), who told POLITICO he was "not impressed" with this 
morning's confidential briefing, later chastised acting Homeland Security Secretary Chad Wolf 
for failing to answer detailed questions about coronavirus. 

"You're supposed to keep us safe, and the American people deserve some straight answers on the 
coronavirus, and they're not getting them from you," Kennedy said. 

To view online: 
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/health-care/artic le/2020/02/republicans-join-democrats-in-

 

criticizing-trumps-coronavirus-response-1884560  
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From: Cashour, Curtis 

Sent: Wed, 26 Feb 2020 21:21:47 +0000 

To: RLW 

Cc: Powers, Pamela;Syrek, Christopher D. (Chris);Hutton, James;Tucker, Brooks 

Subject: // FYI // President Trump Is Leading an Aggressive Coronavirus Response and 

Preparation Effort 

Sir — More White House Coronavirus talking points are below. Thanks. 

What You Need To Know I President Trump Is Leading an 
Aggressive Coronavirus Response and Preparation Effort 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 



;b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 



(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

### 



(b)(5) 
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• 

• 

• 

(b)(5) 

From: Cashour, Curtis 

Sent: Wed, 26 Feb 2020 14:51:25 +0000 

To: RLW 

Cc: Powers, Pamela;Hutton, James;Tucker, Brooks 

Subject: // for awareness // Coronavirus talking points from the White House 

Attachments: Novel Coronavirus PG 2.24v1.docx 

Sir, 

Below are top-line talking points from the White House regarding the Novel Coronavirus. A 

detailed overview from the National Security Council is attached. Thanks - Curt 

Curt Cashour 



Deputy Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs 

Department of  Veterans Affairs 

202-461-
 (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 'Fva.goy 

@curtcashour 
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(b)(5) 

Status of New Confirmed Cases 

(b)(5) 
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Updated Travel Notice—Republic of Korea 
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Updated Travel Notice—Italy 
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CORONAVIRUS Diagnostic Test Kit Inconclusive Results 
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(b)(5) • 
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What FEMA is doing 
1(b)(5) • 



Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) 212(f) Presidential Proclamation and 14-Day 

Quarantine 
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Biodefense Strategy 

• (b)(5) 

• 



Funding Deployed 
• (b)(5) 

    

    

• 

• 

        

         

 

(b)(5) 

     

• 

        

Funding Available 
• (b)(5) 

    

    

         

         

    

(b)(5) 

    

        

   

o 

     

      

Y 

 

         

         



FY 2021 Budget 

(b)(5) 



Lo stics- Please contact: 

(b)(6) 
From: EOP/NSC 
Sent: Thu, 27 Feb 2020 18:14:51 +0000 
To: 1(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: DL OVP NSA EXECSEC 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In Person Task Force Agenda- Today- 2:30pm- Agenda and 
attendees 
Attachments: 02.27.2020 - VP COVID-19 Agenda.docx 

All, 

Please join us for today's White House Coronavirus Task Force In Person Meeting at 2:30pm. 

Agenda attached. 

The meeting will take place at: 

Department of Health and Human Services Headquarters 

Room: (b)(6) 

200 Independence Ave., SW 

Washington, DC 20201 

We've been in touch with most of your offices by now about this in person meeting. Please 

send your rsvp's to myself and copy: (b)(6) DOVP.eop.gov. 

The following are the approved attendees for the meeting: 

Marc Short, Chief of Staff to the Vice President 



Mick Mulvaney, Chief of Staff to the President 

Secretary Alex Azar, Department of Health and Human Services 

Secretary Steven Mnuchin, Secretary of the Treasury 

Larry Kudlow, Assistant to the President for Economic Policy & Director of the National 

Economic Council 

Dr. Robert Redfield, Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases at the 

National Institutes of Health 

Dr. Jerome Adams, Surgeon General of the United States 

Deputy Secretary Stephen Biegun, Department of State 

Ken Cuccinelli, Acting Deputy Secretary, Department of Homeland Security 

Joel Szabat, Acting Under Secretary for Policy, Department of Transportation 

Matthew Pottinger, Assistant to the President and Deputy National Security Advisor 

Rob Blair, Assistant to the President and Senior Advisor to the Chief of Staff 

Joseph Grogan, Assistant to the President and Director of the Domestic Policy Council 

Christopher Liddell, Assistant to the President and Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy Coordination 

Derek Kan, Executive Associate Director, Office of Management and Budget 

Dr. Robert Kadlec, HHS, Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR) 

LTG Joseph Kellogg, Assistant to the President and Deputy National Security Advisor to the Vice 

President 

(b)(6) 
Special Advisor to the Vice President for Homeland Security 

(b)(6) gational Security Council, Special Assistant to President and Senior Director 

for Counterproliferation and Biodefense 



nsc.eop.goy> 
(b)(6) ) From0)(6 ,  EOP/NSC 

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 12:37 PM 
Te(b)(6) 

(b)(6) J 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Special Advisor to the Vice President for 

Homeland Security and Counterterrorism 

Office of the Vice President, National Security Affairs 

0: (202) 456-  (" 6)  I M: (202) 881_(b)(6)  (Does not receive texts) 
b)(6) @nsc.eop.gov 



(b)(6) 

Subject: RE: USFK 

Good Afternoon WHTF, 

The below will be discussed at the in-person WHTF meeting today. The NSC 
(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

b)(5) 



Best, 

Jen 

Jennifer Stewart 

Chief of Staff, Secretary of Defense 

Best, 
(b)(6) 

202-456 b)(6) 

From
fb)(6) 

 nsc.eop.goy> 

Sent:  Wednesday, February 26, 2020 3:01 PM  

To: PAID)(6) 
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

Subject: PCC Recommendation for 212(f) Proclamation for South Korea 

Good Afternoon WHTF, 

For your awareness and consideration, the PCC met this morning to discuss the possibility of a 
(b)(5) 

Please let us know if you have additional questions or would like for the IF to discuss this 
matter. 

Best Regards, 

(b)(6) 

1(b)(6) PhD, MS 
Director for Countering Biological Threats 
National Security Council 
202.456'1D6)  (

)
0) 202.88 cell) 

(b)(6) 
nsc.eop.gov 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

COVID-19 TASK FORCE AGENDA 

Introduction - Secretary Azar (2 mins) 

k Vice President Pence (5 mins) 

(b)(5) 
- Secretary Azar 

(10 mins) 

IV. 
b)(5) 

1- NIAID Director Fauci/ CDC Director Redfield (8 

mins) 

V 
(b)(5) 

I.  

II.  (b)(5) 

VI. 

(b)(5) k DepSec Biegun (10 mins) 

(b)(5) - Secretary Mnuchin/NEC Director Kudlow (5 

mins) 

VII. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

b)(6) I EOP/OVP 

Wed, 25 Mar 20ks 22:53:41 +0000 
(b)(6) EOP/OVP;randal@mail.house.gov;Grogan, Joseph J. 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: Cipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHO(b)(6) EOP/OVP 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Attachments: ExecSec Response (b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

2019.pdf, 2020-03-26 RAH for COVID-19 Task Force.docx, COVID-19  IF71))(5),  (b)(7)(E) pdf, WH 

coronavirus TF Agenda 3.26.20.docx, WHSRJFK Seating Chart - 3.26.20.pptx 

Importance: High 

Good evening, 



There will be a White Hous 
3:00pm in the White House 

• Agenda 
• Seating Chart 
• Supplemental Materials  

irus Task Force Meeting on Thursday, March 26th  at 
Room. Please see attached materials: 

 

 

(b)(6) 

 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 88' (b)(6) 



UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000 

MEMORANDUM FOR EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY 

SUBJECT: U.S. Customs and Border Protection COVID-I 9 
(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

T. Lewis 
CA , USN 
Executive Secretary 

Attachment: 
As stated 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



(b)(5) 
LEGAL AND POLICY CONDITIONS 

(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5) (b)(7)(E) 

FOR 



5) (b)(7)(E) (U//FOU0)
(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

(U) March 26, 2020 

(UHFOU0 
(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5). (b)(7)(E) 

(U//FOU0) 
(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

(UHFOUID) 
(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5). (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(UHFOU0) Read Ahead: Deployment of b)(5) 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 
(U//FOU0) Between Ports of Entry: 

(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5) (b)(7)(E) 

(U//FOU0)  
(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

b)(5) (b)(7)(E) (b)(7)(E) 

3/24/2020 3/24/2019 (for comparison) 
(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

CBP Data 

(U//FOU0) U.S.-Canada Cooperation on COVID-19: 
(b)(5) (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(W/FOU0) COVID-19 Cases in Canada: 
(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



Julianna Blackwell 
Executive Secretar 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

FROM: 

Executive Secretary 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 

(*i Homeland 
Security 

March 19, 2020 

MEMORANDUM FOR: CAPT Oliver Lewis, USN 
Executive Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 

SUBJECT: 

REFERENCE: 

Overview 
(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5) 

(a)42 United States Code (U.S.C.) Section 264, Regulation to Control 
Communicable Diseases 
(b)President of the United States (POTUS) Proclamation on Declaring 
a National Emergency Concerning the COVID-19 Outbreak, dated 
March 13. 2020 

(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY // LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY II LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE 

Subject: 1(b)(5) 
(b)(5) 

rage L 

(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

Public Posture  
(b)(5) (b)(7)(E) 

DHS Overarching Goal  
(b)(5) (b)(7)(E) 

Chain of Command 
(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

End of Mission 
(b)(5) (b)(7)(E) 

Funding 
(b)(5) (b)(7)(E) 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY II LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE 



(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

IV. 

V. 

 

(b)(5) ;b)(6) 

 

Admiral Giroir (HHS) 
(b)(5) 

 

b)(5) 

1

— Dr. Bob Redfield, Director (CDC) 

& Dr. Birx, M.D. & Jared Kushner & Secretary David Bernhardt (DOI) 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Thursday, March 26, 2020 

3:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence 

— Dr. Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(5) 
0 

VI. 
(b)(5) 

- Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA), Admiral John Polowczyk 

(FEMA) 

(b)(5) 
0 

VII. 

 

(b)(5) - Deputy Secretary Steve Biegun (Dept. of State) & Acting Secretary 

  

Chad Wolf (DHS) 

   

(b)(5) 

 

VIII. 

  

— Dr. Stephen Hahn, Commissioner (FDA) 

IX. 

  

- Pat Cipollone, Counsel to the President 
(b)(5) 

X. 

 

Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 



1 Joe Grogan 

WHSR JFK Conference Room (West Wing) DATE: 26 MAR 2020TIME: 1500 EST Table: 13Sic 
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VTC PARTICIPANTS 

Katie Miller 

Marc Short 
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From: RLW 

Sent: Tue, 3 Mar 2020 16:13:05 +0000 

To: RLW 

Subject: RAH 

Attachments: Mar 4 2020.docx 



DAILY BRIEFING BOOK 

Wednesday, March 4, 2020 

SECRETARY ROBERT L. WILKIE 

7:45 — 8:15 am Daily Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

 

8:30 — 9:30 am 
HVAC Hearing AAR & Prep for HAC 

MilConVA Hearing 
OBCR 

Hearing 
Binder 

10:00 — 10:30 am 
ERT Rayburn 2362B 
,,,, 

COS will accompany 

  

10:30 — 1:00 pm HAC MilConVA Budget Hearing 
Rayburn 
2362B 

 

1:00 — 1:30 pm ERT VACO 

  

2:00 — 2:30 pm Coronavirus Update w/ Dr. Stone SECVA Suite 

 

4:00 — 4:30 pm ERT White House Situation Room 

  

4:30 — 5:30 pm 
White House Coronavirus Task Force 

Principals Mtg 

  

5:30 — 6:00 pm 
ERT Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill 
400 New Jersey Ave, NW 

  

6:00 — 8:00 pm 
REMARKS: VFW Legislative Reception & 

Awards Presentation 
Hyatt 

Regency 

 

8:00 pm ERT Residence 

  

4/30/2020 9:25 AM 
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Sent: Thu, 5 Mar 2020 14:43:45 +0000 

To: RLW 
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DAILY BRIEFING BOOK 

Friday, March 6, 2020 

SECRETARY ROBERT L. WILKIE 

7:45 — 8:15 am Daily Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

 

9:00 — 9:30 am 

 

Upcoming Speeches SECVA Suite 

 

(b)(6) : b)(6) re: 

 

10:00 — 10:30 am 

Video Tapings for: 
• Vaught Birthday 
• Women's History Month 
• Introduction of "Hello Girls" 

Broadcast 
Center Tab 1 

11:30am — Noon 
Dr. Stone re: Catch Up Items 
** COS will sit in 

SECVA Suite 

 

12:00 — 1:00 pm Lunch SECVA Suite 

 

2:00 — 2:30 pm Hotwash: HAG MilConVA Budget Hearing OBCR 

 

3:00 — 3:30 pm 
(b)(6) re: Artificial Intelligence 

leadership will sit in 
SECVA Suite Tab 2 

' COS & VHA 
3:40 — 4:00 pm ERT White House Situation Room 

  

4:00 — 5:00 pm 
White House Coronavirus Task Force 

Principals Mtg 

 

See 
folder 

5:00 pm ERT Residence 

  

4/30/2020 9:25 AM 
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(b)(6) 

Cc: 
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Attachments: WHSR JFK Seating Chart - 3.25.20.pptx, 03.25.20 WH Coronavirus Task Force 

Agenda v. 2.docx, Taskforce25March.pptx 

Importance: High 

Good afternoon, 



There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Wednesday, March 
25th  at 3:00pm. Please see agenda and seating chart attached. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881- (b)(6) 
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Dr. Birx, M.D. 

o 

0 

(b)(5) 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Wednesday, March 25, 2020 

3:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence 

II. 
(b)(5) 

— Dr. Debi Birx, M.D. 

III.  

 

- Admiral Giroir (HHS) 

 

(b)(5) 

    

(b)(5) 
IV. 

 

- Dr. Bob Redfield, Director (CDC) & 

V. (b)(5) — Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA), Admiral John Polowczyk (FEMA) 

& Jared Kushner 

(b)(5) 
0 

0 

VI.
(b)(5) - Secretary Steven Mnuchin (Dept. of Treasury) 

VII. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 
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GLOBAL 

Nc,% Yesterday Search 

Country. 

Other 

Total 

Cases 

Now 

Cases 

Total 

Deaths 

New 

Deaths 

Total 

Recovered 

Active 

Cases 

Serious. 

Critical 

Tot Cases/ 

11.1 pop 

Tot Deaths/ 

I M pop 

Country. 

Other 

Total 

Cases 

New 

Cases 

Total 

Deaths 

New 

Deaths 

Total 

Recovered 

Active 

Cases 

Serious. 

Critical 

Tot Cases 

1M pop 

Tot Deaths' 

11,1 pop 

CflIn 81,171 +78 3,277 +7 73,159 4,735 1,573 56 2 China 81,218 +47 3,281 44 73,650 4,287 1,399 56 2 

Italy 69.176 +5,249 6.820 +743 8.326 54,030 3,393 1,144 113 Italy 69.176 

 

6.820 

 

8,326 54,030 3,393 1,144 113 

USA 54,881 +11,100 780 +225 379 53,722 1,175 166 2 USA 54,941 +60 784 44 379 53,778 1,175 166 2 

Spain 42.058 +6,922 2,991 +660 3,794 35,273 2,636 900 64 Spain 42.058 

 

2,991 

 

3,794 35.273 2,636 900 64 

Germany 32,991 +3.935 159 +36 3.290 29,542 23 394 2 aernmuiy 33,927 +936 171 +12 3,299 30.457 23 405 2 

 

Iran 24,811 +1,762 1,934 +122 8,913 13,964 

 

295 23 Iran 24,811 

 

1,934 

 

8,913 13,964 

 

295 23 

France 22,304 +2,448 1,100 +240 3,281 17,923 2,516 342 17 France 22.304 

 

1.100 

 

3.281 17.923 2.516 342 17 

Switzerland 9.877 +1,082 122 +2 131 9,624 141 1,141 14 Switzerland 10,171 +294 135 +13 131 9,905 141 1,175 16 

SACorea 9,037 +76 120 45 3,507 5,410 59 176 2 S. Korea 9,137 +100 126 +6 3,730 5,281 59 178 2 

UK 8,077 +1,427 422 447 135 7,520 20 119 6 U.K 8,077 

 

422 

 

135 7,520 20 119 6 

Netherland S 5,560 +811 276 +63 2 5,282 435 324 16 Netherlands 5.560 

 

276 

 

2 5.282 435 324 16 

Austria 5.283 +809 28 +7 9 5,246 22 587 3 Austria 5,448 +165 30 +2 9 5,409 26 605 3 

 

BOA WEI 4,269 +526 122 +34 461 3,686 381 368 11 Belgium 4.269 

 

122 

 

461 3,686 381 368 11 

Norway 2,866 +241 12 +2 6 2,848 44 529 2 Norway 2,868 +2 13 +1 6 2,849 44 529 2 
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Italy Epidemic Profile Normalized to USA 

Italy compard to the USA 
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USA 
Now Yesterday Search: 

USA 
State 

Total 
Cases IF 

New 
Cases 

Total New 
Deaths Deaths 

Active 
Cases 

USA 
State 

Total 
Cases 

New 
Cases 

Total New 
Deaths Deaths 

Active 
Cases 

New York 26,348 +5,473 271 +114 25,969 New York 26,348 

 

271 25,969 

New Jersey 3,675 +831 44 +17 3,631 New Jersey 3,675 

 

44 3,631 

California 2,566 +433 51 +11 2,507 California 2,617 +51 55 +4 2,554 

Washington 2,469 +248 123 +13 2,222 Washington 2,469 

 

123 2,222 

Michigan 1,791 +463 24 +9 1,767 Michigan 1,791 

 

24 1,767 

Illinois 1,535 +250 16 +4 1,517 Illinois 1,535 

 

16 1,517 

Florida 1,467 +240 20 +2 1,447 Florida 1,467 

 

20 1,447 

Louisiana 1,388 +216 46 +11 1,342 Louisiana 1,388 

 

46 1,342 

Massachusetts 1,159 +382 11 +2 1,147 Massachusetts 1,159 

 

11 1,147 

Georgia 1,097 +294 38 +12 1,059 Georgia 1,097 

 

38 1,059 

Texas 1,023 +217 12 +3 1,000 Texas 1,023 

 

12 1,000 

Colorado 912 +192 11 +4 901 Colorado 912 

 

11 901 

Pennsylvania 851 +207 7 +1 844 
Pennsylvania 851 

 

7 844 

Tennessee 773 +158 2 

 

771 
Tennessee 773 

 

2 771 

      

Connecticut 618 

 

12 606 
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Mapbox W OpenStreatMap 

Confirmed Cases 

0+ 1+ 6+ • 11+ •51+ •101+ • 501+ •tool + 

Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors, as of 18-28 March 23, 2020. 
Data sourced from state health department websees; reporting may be incomplete or delayed 
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Total Confirmed Cases near NYC 

0+ 2+ 10+ 11120+ M100+ 200+ M1000+ 2000+ 

Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors, as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. . . . . . .  

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Percent Increase for Counties with 20+ reported cases near NYC - daily increase, March 24, 2020 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors, as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 



Mapbox OpenStreetMap 

Total Confirmed Cases in Southern California 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors. as of 17:58 March 24. 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Percent Increase for Counties with 20+ reported cases in Southern California - daily increase, March 24, 2020 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Sul:jet-visors, as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Total Confirmed Cases near Washington State 

0+ 2+ 10+ 11120+ 11100+ U200+ M1000+ 2000+ 

Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisor as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Percent Increase for Counties with 20+ reported cases near Washington State - daily increase, March 24, 2020 

4t1) Maptxm OperlStreetMap 

0+ 5+ 10+ 25+ 50+ .100+ I.200+ I. 400+ 
Source: C_onterence of_Slateilon_LS_upervisors, as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 



States with the highest number of cases 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 



States with the highest number of deaths 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 



California 

1300 

C
u
m

u
la
ti

v
e 

co
n
fi
rm

e
d 

ca
se

s 

did 11 4  1  1/111 1/11.1 /III 111_1111_ 

cp<b 0 0 
TPs 

NS) 
\ec3 c'sc5 e s ,  

<<c'b •1/4s"b P 
CP. Oc'ç. CP CP cP 

March-20 U March-21 MI March-22 • March-23 • March-24 New Cases 

Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors  as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 

700 

350 

0 



California 

100 

75-

 

e 

Vi"<sC 
C3.b&.Z. Pc2 C3?'  

MIIMPI /4 ra l imn ..1, m m , 

0 c., 0. e e cc' c_P t-

 

P \'t,
 i'" 

< 
c56 c°̀ 

sj4 

C
u
m

u
la

ti
ve

 d
ea

th
s 

 

50-

 

 

 

25-

 

 

0 

 

March-20 • March-21 • March-22 • March-23 MI March-24 *New Cases 

Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Suoervisors. as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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From: RLW 

Sent: Mon, 9 Mar 2020 16:00:08 +0000 

To: RLW 

Subject: RAH 

Attachments: Mar 10 2020.docx 



DAILY BRIEFING BOOK 

Tuesday, March 10, 2020 

SECRETARY ROBERT L. WILKIE 

7:45 — 8:15 am Daily Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

 

8:15 — 8:30 am 
ERT Washington Hilton Hotel 
1919 Connec Ave, NW 
International Ballroom East 

  

8:30 — 9:00 am 
REMARKS: American Legion Winter 

Conference 

 

Speech 
Binder 

9:00 — 9:30 am ERT Dirksen Bldg / SD-G50 

   

9:30 — 10:00 am Introduce at Hearing 
See

 
Binder 

(b)(6) 

10:00 — 10:30 am ERT VACO 

  

11:30 am — Noon Prep for Task Force Meeting SECVA Suite 

 

12:00 — 12:15 m D 
.  

Co in 
**Leaving 

DoD 
** Army 
** Veteran 
** Worked 

("6) OCLA 
& new position in 

before VA 

Rm 500 

 

UULA tor promotion 

Military Police 
of Iraq service 
for SVAC 

12:15 — 1:00 pm Lunch SECVA Suite 

 

1:00 — 1:30 pm 

Louisiana Health 
Breaux 

Group w/ Senators Lott & 

& CEO, HCH Group 
VP & Chief Strategy & 

also sit in 

SECVA Suite Tab 2 
** (b)(6) Chairman 
** (b)(6) 

Exec 
Innovation Officer, LHC Group 

** COS & Dr. Lieberman will 

2:00 — 2:30 pm 

b)(6) Cowan 

OBCR Tab 3 
** COS & Dr. Lieberman, Dr. Davis & Jacquie 

Hayes-Byrd to sit in 
' Dr. Clancy to call in 

3:40 — 4:00 pm ERT White House Situation Room 

  

4:00 — 5:30 pm 
White House Coronavirus Task Force 

Meeting 

  

5:30 — 6:00 pm Press Conference w/Task Force 

  

6:00 pm ERT Residence 

  

4/30/2020 9:26 AM 



From: RLW 

Sent: Mon, 9 Mar 2020 20:31:50 +0000 

To: RLW 

Subject: RAH 

Attachments: Mar 16 2020.docx 



DAILY BRIEFING BOOK 

Monday, March 16, 2020 

SECRETARY ROBERT L. WILKIE 

7:45 — 8:15 am Daily Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

 

8:30-9:00 am Prep for Coronavirus Task Force Meeting SecVA Suite 

 

9:00-9:30am Meet w (b)(6) 

 

-e: Upcoming Speeches SecVA Suite 

  

11:00-11:30am 
Phone Call w/Sen. Boozman — he will call 

us 
SecVA Suite 

 

12:00n-1:00pm LUNCH SecVA Suite 

 

4/30/2020 9:26 AM 



From: RLW 

Sent: Thu, 19 Mar 2020 13:55:29 +0000 

To: RLW 

Subject: RAH 

Attachments: Mar 20 2020.docx 



DAILY BRIEFING BOOK 

Friday, March 20, 2020 

SECRETARY ROBERT L. WILKIE 

7:45 — 8:15 am Daily Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

 

9:00 — 10:00 am 
White House Coronavirus Task Force Mtg IOC SCIF 

 

' Secure call @ 202534(b)(6) 

  

10:45 — 11:00 am 
Phone Interview w/ David Webb Show, 

SiriusXM Patriot SECVA Suite Tab 2 
' 212-607 61 

 

11:30am-12:30pm Lunch SECVA Suite 

 

12:30 — 1:00 pm 
Phone Interview w/ Rick Hamada, KHVA 

Honolulu, Hawaii SECVA Suite Tab 3 
** 808521h(6  

  

1:00 — 1:30 pm 
Phone Interview w/ The Todd Starnes Show 

(National Radio) SECVA Suite Tab 4 
' 770-535"61 

 

or 770-531-:" 6) 

  

1 :30 — 2:00 pm ERT Fox Studio  400 North Capitol 

  

2:00 — 2:20 pm 
Interview w/Dana Perino, The Briefing, Fox 

News 

 

Tab 5 

2:20 — 2:50 pm ERT VACO 

  

3:35 — 4:00 pm 

Phone Interview w/ The Jeff Katz Show, 
Richmond, VA 

SECVA Suite Tab 6 
' 804-672-:bo) or 833804 (b)(6) 

  

** call a little before start time for set up 

4:30 — 5:00 pm Phone Call w/ Mayor DeBlasio SECVA Suite 

 

5:00 — 5:30 pm VHA re: End of Day Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

 

4/30/2020 9:26 AM 



From: RLW 

Sent: Tue, 17 Mar 2020 12:46:38 +0000 

To: RLW 

Subject: RAH 

Attachments: Mar 17 2020.docx 



DAILY BRIEFING BOOK 

Tuesday, March 17, 2020 

SECRETARY ROBERT L. WILKIE 

7:45 — 8:15 am Daily Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

 

8:40 — 9:00 am ERT White House Situation Room 

  

9:00 — 10:00 am 
White House Coronavirus Task Force 

Meeting 

  

10:00 -10:30 am ERT VACO 

  

11:30am-12:30pm Lunch SECVA Suite 

 

2:30 — 3:00 pm 
Phone Call w/ Ranking Member Carter 
** SECVA calls RMs cell 

SECVA Suite 

 

5:00 — 5:30 pm VHA re: End of Day Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

 

6:00 — 6:30 pm 
Interview with Bret Baier, Special Reports, 

Fox News Chanel 
TBD 

 

6:30 — 6:45 pm 
ERT ABC News Bureau 
1717 Desals St, NW — front door of building 

  

6:45 — 7:45 pm Live Interview w/ Linsey Davis, ABC News 

  

7:45 pm ERT Residence 

  

4/30/2020 9:26 AM 



From: RLW 

Sent: Tue, 17 Mar 2020 20:29:58 +0000 

To: RLW 

Subject: RAH 

Attachments: Mar 18 2020.docx 



DAILY BRIEFING BOOK 

Wednesday, March 18, 2020 

SECRETARY ROBERT L. WILKIE 

7:45 — 8:15 am Daily Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

 

8:40 — 9:00 am ERT White House Situation Room 

  

9:00 — 10:00 am 
White House Coronavirus Task Force 

Meeting 

  

10:00 — 10:30 am ERT White House Briefing Room 

  

10:30 — 11:30 am Corona Virus Press Briefing 

  

11:30am-12:30pm 

Regional Media 
1:00pm — Nexstar 
1:10pm — Sinclair 
1:15pm — Spectrum 
1:20pm — WUSA — Tegna 
1:30pm — Gray 
1:40pm — Hearst 
1:50pm — Newsy 

  

12:30 — 1:00 pm ERT VACO 

  

1:00 — 1:30 pm Lunch SECVA Suite 

 

1:30 — 2:00 pm Video Tape PSA 
Broadcast 

Center Tab 1 

2:00 — 3:00 pm Bi Weekly Mtg w/ US & AS OBCR Tab 2 

3 :30 — 4:00 pm 
Radio Interview w/ Carson Frame, Texas 

Public Radio 
SECVA Suite Tab 3  

4 :00 — 4:30 pm 
Radio Interview w/ Tyler Fransen, Grand 

Junction, KNZZ 
SECVA Suite Tab 4  

5:00 — 5:30 pm VHA re: End of Day Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

 

7:00 — 8:00 pm Interview w/ Martha MacCallu, Fox News 
Broadcast 

Center Ta 5 

4/30/2020 9:26 AM 



Cc: 
EOP/WHO;  

Subject: 
Attachments: 

EOP/OVP;Cipollone, Pat A. 

EOP/WHO 

[EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Task Force24March.pptx, Chart of current screening actions final.xlsx, 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) [ 0 P/OVP 

iviori, Li ividr LuLb 23:45:05 +0000 
(b)(6) EOP/OVP;randal@mail.house.gov;Grogan, Joseph J. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Coronavirus_L3_Global_3.18.20_GMTF_CLEARED031920_FINAL.docx, Attendance 3.24.docx, WHSR JFK 

Seating Chart - 3.24.20.pptx 

Importance: High 

All - 



There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Tuesday, March 24t1  at 
3:00pm. All materials are attached. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



COVID-19 Global and Country 
(b)(5) 

Data as of March 23, 2020 



Search 

Nea Total 4.11.5 Serious, 101 Caf,c, Tc .  De,t, 

Deaths Recovered Cases Critcar 11,1 Dol. l'AI.,3 

72,703 5,120 1,749 56 2 

7,432 50,418 3 204 1.057 101 

295 42.606 1.040 132 2 

3,355 29,470 2 355 751 49 

453 28,480 23 347 

 

8,376 12,861 

 

274 22 

2,200 16.796 2.082 304 13 

3,166 5,684 59 175 2 

131 8,544 141 1,016 14 

135 6,100 20 se 6 

2 4,534 435 27/ 12 

9 4,444 14 497 2 

401 3,234 322 323 e 

6 2,669 41 484 7 

     

Search 

    

Y0910 day 

  

Coontry Total New Total Nana Total 
ROCOMPred 

Aces, Serious, To1 Gomel Tot Catethel County. Total ham Total 
CrItiCil 111 pop Ceher Caw., Case. Death., Detatha COON 111 pop 06w Cates Cases Deaths 

 

Chine 81,171 +76 3 277 +7 73,151 4.735 1,573 56 2 China 81,093 .39 3.270 

Italy 63.927 

 

6.077 

 

7,432 50.418 3,204 1.057 101 WY 63,927 +4.789 6.077 

USA 46,168 +2,434 582 #23 295 45.291 1,040 139 2 USA 43,734 .10.168 553 

Spain 39,673 .4.537 2.696 43121 3,794 33,183 2.355 849 se Speir, 35,136 +6368 2,311 

Germany 30,150 *1,094 130 +7 453 29.567 23 360 2 Germany 29,056 +4.143 123 

Iran 24.811 41.762 1.934 .122 8,913 13.964 

 

295 23 Sem 23,049 .1.411 1,812 

France 19.856 

 

560 

 

2.200 16.7% 2.082 304 13 FIlillte 19.656 +3.838 860 

Switzerland 9.117 .322 122 42 131 8,864 141 1.053 14 SK 0'°' 8,961 +64 111 

S. Korea 9.037 .76 120 +0 3.507 5,410 59 176 2 SWItzertalc 6,795 *1.321 120 

UK 6,650 

 

335 

 

135 6.180 20 98 5 l , K 6,650 .967 335 

Austna 4.829 .355 25 .4 9 4.795 18 536 3 Netherlands 4,749 *545 213 

Nelhortande 4,749 

 

213 

 

2 4.534 435 277 12 A ,,. ... 4,474 .892 21 

Belgium 4.259 .526 122 44 461 3,686 381 368 11 lie cr.,n- 3.743 *342 88 

Norway 2,647 .22 It +1 6 2.630 42 488 2 NoIW4y 2,625 .240 10 
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Yestoday 

Total 

Cases 

New 

Cases 

Total New Act,ve 

Deaths Deaths Cases So 

Nov. Yesterday 

USA Total 
State Cases I;- 

New 
Cases 

Total New 
Deaths Deaths 

Search 

Active 
Cases 

USA 

SLItc. 

New York 20,875 +5,085 157 443 20,610 New York 23,230 +2,355 183 +26 22,939 

New Jersey 2,844 +930 27 +7 2,817 New Jersey 2,844 

 

27 2.817 

Washington 2,221 +225 110 +15 1,987 
Washington 2,221 

 

110 1,987 

     

California 2,162 +29 43 +3 2,113 

 

California 2,133 +378 40 +8 2.087 

            

Michigan 1,328 

 

15 1,313 

 

Michigan 1,328 +293 15 +41 1,313 

           

Illinois 1,285 

 

12 1,271 
Illinois 1,285 +236 12 43 1,271 

           

Florida 1.227 

 

18 1.209 

 

Florida 1,227 +220 18 46 1,209 

          

Louisiana 1,172 

 

35 1,137 

 

Louisiana 1,172 +335 35 +15 1,137 

           

Texas 826 +20 9 806 

 

Texas 806 +208 9 4 786 

           

Georgia 803 

 

26 777 

 

Georgia 803 +203 26 4 777 

           

Massachusetts 777 

 

9 767 

+4 Massachusetts 777 +131 9 767 

           

Colorado 720 

 

7 713 

Colorado 720 +129 7 +1 713 

           

Pennsylvania 644 

 

6 638 

Pennsylvania 644 +165 6 4.3 638 

          

Tennessee 615 

 

2 613 

 

its website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Learn more 
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Subject to 'Flight 

212(f) Travel funneling 
Recommendation 

Inbound Screening (US Airports) Passenger Origin 
Outbound Travel 

Comments 

International Travelers: COVID-19 Screening Processes 

(b)(5) 



Global COVID-19 Pandemic Notice 

Warning - Level 3, Avoid Nonessential Travel 

Alert - Level 2, Practice Enhanced Precautions 

Watch - Level 1, Practice Usual Precautions 

Warning - Level 3, Avoid Nonessential Travel-Widespread Ongoing Transmission 

Key Points 

• Widespread ongoing transmission of respiratory illness caused by the novel (new) coronavirus  

(COVID-19) is occurring globally. 

• CDC recommends that travelers avoid all nonessential international travel. 

• Older adults and people of any age with serious chronic medical conditions are at increased risk for 

severe disease. 

• There may be limited access to adequate medical care in affected areas. 

• US residents may have difficulty returning to the United States. 

• Travelers should avoid contact with sick people and wash their hands often with soap and water for at 

least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that 

contains at least 60% alcohol. 

• All international travelers should stay home for 14 days after returning from travel, monitor their health, 

and practice social distancing. 

What is the current situation? 

CDC recommends that travelers avoid all nonessential international travel. 

The Department of State advises U.S. citizens to avoid all international travel due to the global impact of 

COVID-19. In countries where commercial departure options remain available, U.S. citizens should arrange 

for immediate return to the United States, unless they are prepared to remain abroad for an indefinite period. 

For more information, visit the Department of State website. 

Widespread ongoing transmission of a respiratory illness caused by a novel (new) coronavirus (COVID-19) 

is occurring globally. During the COVID-19 pandemic you may exposed to the virus while traveling (e.g., sick 

persons at airports, or on airplanes, ships, trains, or buses). Some health care systems are becoming 

overwhelmed and there may be limited access to adequate medical care in affected areas. Many countries 

are implementing travel restrictions and mandatory quarantines, closing borders, and prohibiting non-

citizens from entry with little advance notice. Airlines have cancelled many international flights and in-

country travel may be unpredictable. If you choose to travel internationally, your travel plans may be 

severely disrupted, and you may have to remain outside the United States for an indefinite period. 



Illness with COVID-19 has ranged from mild to severe. Signs and symptoms of infection include fever, 

cough, and trouble breathing. This new coronavirus has caused severe disease and death in patients who 

developed pneumonia. Risk factors for severe illness are not yet clear, although older adults and people of 

any age with serious chronic medical conditions are at higher risk for severe illness. 

What can travelers do to protect themselves and others? 

CDC recommends that travelers avoid all nonessential international travel. If you must travel: 

• Avoid contact with sick people. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not readily 

available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

o It is especially important to clean hands after going to the bathroom; before eating; and after 

coughing, sneezing or blowing your nose. 

• Avoid traveling if you are sick. 

If you traveled internationally in the last 14 days: 

• Stay home,  monitor your health, and practice social distancing for 14 days after you return from travel. 

Social distancing means staying out of crowded places, avoiding group gatherings, and maintaining 

distance (approximately 6 feet or 2 meters) from others when possible. 

• Learn more about what to do if you are sick after travel. 

Clinician Information 

Healthcare providers should obtain a detailed travel history for patients with fever or acute respiratory 

symptoms. If a recent traveler is suspected to have COVID-19, see Information for Healthcare  

Professionals for information on evaluating, reporting, clinical care guidance, and infection control. 

For additional information, please see: 

• Coronavirus Disease 2019  

• Information for Healthcare Professionals  

• WHO, Coronavirus 



Kristan Nevins 
b)(6) 

Attending:  
1. Vice President Pence 

2. Sec. Azar 

3. Dr. Anthony Fauci 

4. Joe Grogan 

5. A/S Wolf 

6. Pat Cipollone 

7. Mark Meadows 

8. Russ Vought 

9. Katie Miller 

10. Dr. Birx 

11. Jared Kushner  

12. (b)(6) (WH Press) 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

(b)(6) 

Pat Philbin 

Brian Harrison 
(b)(6) 

EEOB 274: 
29. (b)(6) 

30. 

31. 

32. POTUS Speechwriting 

33. (b)(6) 

34. Derek Kan 

35. (b)(6) 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. WH Press Rep 

41.  (b)(6) 

Call In: 
42. Sec. Ben Carson 

43. (b)(6) 

44. Dep. Sec. Stephen Biegun 

45. Dep. Sec. David Norquist 

46. Dr. Bob Kadlec 

Marc Short 

SG Adams 

Dr. Redfield 

Admin. Seema Verma 

Overflow: 
17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 



47. Sec. Robert Wilkie 

48. ADM Brett Giroir 

49. Admin. Pete Gaynor 

50. Sec. Steven Mnuchin (TBD based on votes) 

51. 1(b)(6) 

52. A/S Joel Szabat 

53. Matt Pottinger 

54. Dr. Stephen Hahn 

55. Larry Kudlow 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
4:00pm 

Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP 
Tue, 3 Mar 2020 01:29:56 +0000 
(b)(6) 

 

Powers, Pameia;syrek, Christopher D. (Chris) 
FW: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting - 

Please inform the VP office that I will be coming back from the Dakotas. 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From: Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP (b)(6) tovp.eop.gov> 

 

Date: Monday, Mar 02, 2020, 6:27 PM 
To (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

    

      

b)(6) 

    

      

  

(b)(6) 

   

Cc: 

   

      

      

,(b)(6) 

CDR USN WHMO/WHMU  
Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting - 4:00pm 

All, 

There will be a Coronavirus Task Force Principals Meeting tomorrow afternoon, Tuesday, March 
3, at 4:15 pm in the White House(b)(6) Room. Agenda and other materials will be 
forthcoming. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 

tovp.eop.gov>,  Conley, Sean P. 

(b)(6) 





From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
4:00pm 

Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP 
Sun, 8 Mar 2020 23:06:36 +0000 
(b)(6) 

FW: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on 3.9.20 at 

Looks like I will miss the  eremony at the White House 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From:  (b)(6)  EOP/OVP tb)(6) [wvp.eop.gov> 
Date: Sunday. Mar 08. 2020. 7:04 PM  
To: ( )(6) 
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

b)(6) 
D,who.eop.gov>,  Members 

WHMU PHYSICIANS •XID)(6) ,whmo.mil> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on 3.9.20 at 4:00pm 



All-

 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Monday, March 9th  at 4:00 
pm EST. All materials will be forthcoming. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 8810)(6)  



From: RLW 
Sent: Sun, 8 Mar 2020 23:19:27 +0000 
To: Stone, Richard A., MD;Lieberman, Steven 
Cc: Powers, Pamela 
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force - Sampling Paper 

Attachments: DP_ENVIR0_20200307_VA':J.,'-n_s.docx 

Sampling Paper from Dr Birx 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From: (b)(6) EOP/OVP W(6) (0Vp.00p.,g0V> 

Date:  Sunday, Mar 08, 2020, 7:17 P 
Tn. db)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: Birx, Deborah L. EOP/NSC <(b)(6) 1a,nsc.cop.gOv> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force - Sampling Paper 

All-

 

Please also see the attached sampling paper, per Dr. Birx. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

operations coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 



Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 .(b)(6) 



Environmental sampling for severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) during 

a coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak aboard a commercial cruise ship: Preliminary Report 

(b)(6) 
NIID, on behalf of the Cruise Ship Environmental Investigation Team 

Background 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

Method 
(b)(5) 



(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

Results 
(b)(5) 



(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

Discussion 
(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 
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Table 1. Comparison of sample results by cabin and area. 

SARS-CoV-2 detected 

Environmental surface Cabins (n) Items* (n) Cabins Items 
(b)(5) 

Air 
(b)(5) 

- 

Table 2. Detection of SARS-CoV-2 RNA in case cabins by swabbed item. 

Number of samples Number of samples with 

Item tected in rahinc SARS-CnV-7 detected Co value 
(b)(5) 



Table 3. Duration of SARS-CoV-2 RNA on surfaces. 

(b)(5) 

Number of days between Samples tested SARS-CoV-2 detected by PCR 

vacating the cabin and 
Cabins(n) Items(n) Cabins Items Items 

swabbing 



, Mar 10, 2020, 7:03 PM 

ov> 

From: RLW 

Sent: Wed. 11 Mar 20r0 17:06:17 +0000 

To: 
(b)(6) 

Subject: RE: Fwd: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting at 4:00pm 

3:20 it is 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

kva.gov> From  b" )  
Date: Wednesday, Mar 11, 2020, 1:00 PM 
To: RLW 0)(6)  e),va.gov> 
Subject: RE: Fwd: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting at 4:00pm 

Sir — OK for a 3:20pm today? Just double checking. Thank you. 

From: RLW (13)(6  va.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 7:04 PM 

To: (b)(6)  va.gov> 

Cc: Powers, Pamela (0(6) va.gov> 

Subject: RE: Fwd: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting at 4:00pm 

Good 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 

(www.blackberry.com) 

From: M(6) Wva.gov> 

Date: Tu 
To: RLW 

Cc: Powers, Pamela W(6) @va.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting at 4:00pm 

FYI for tomorrow. Pick up time 3:20pm. Thank you. 

Get Outlook for iOS 

b)(6) (b)(6) 
EOP/OVP From @ovp.eop.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 6:42 PM 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting at 4:00pm 



All-

 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting at 4:00pm on Wednesday, March 
11. All materials will be forthcoming. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881-

 (b)(6) 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

RLW 

Sun, 15 Mar 2020 18:04:04 +0000 
(b)(6) 

RE: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on 3.16.20 at 10:00am 

Thank you 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From: M(6)  
Date: Sunday, Mar 15, 2020, 1:18 PM 
To RLWODX6) a.itov>. Powers. Pamela 
Cc: (" 6) va.gov> 

.(b)(6) cs2va.gov> 

;c4va.gov> 

Subject: FW: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on 3.16.20 at 10:00am 

Will adjust your calendar accordingly. 

From: " 6) EOP/OVP < (b)(6) ovp.eop.gov> 

    

     

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 12:40 PM 

_IEOP/WHO (b)(6)  w ho.eo p .gov>; (b)(6)  EOP/WHO 
(b)(6) @wh o.eo p.gov> 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on 3.16.20 at 10:00am 
Importance: High 

All-

 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting tomorrow, Monday, March 16 at 
10:00am in the(b)(6) oom. All materials will be forthcoming. 

We ask that all RSVPs are submitted to 
5:00pm tonight. 

(b)(6) 
and myself no later than 

  

Please note: Only those with a designated seat will be authorized to join the meeting. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 

CC: (b)(6) 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject:  

RLW 
Mon, 16 Mar 2020 23:16:08 +0000 
1(0)(6)  

(b)(6) ersonal;work 
RE: Your Schedule Has Changed 

Got it. 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 

(www.blackberry.com) 

 

From: (b)(6) va.gov> 
Date: Mo 
To: RLW 

   

,Mar 16, 2020, 7:13 PM 
va.gov> 

 

11 

 

(b)( 

     

CCIOD)(6) 

  

t va.gov>,  Personal < (b)(6) ,work 

 

(b)(6) nponsociety.org> 

     

      

        

'object: Your Schedule Has Changed 

Sir, 
Your schedule has changed a little. You will be going to the WH for 2 interviews at 1:00pm. I believe 
they are working on WAVES for Curt to go with you. 

Below is your new schedule: 

7:45 — 8:15 am Daily Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

8:40 — 9:00 am ERT White House 
b)(6) Room 

 

9:00 — 10:00 am White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

 

10:00 -10:30 am ERT VACO 

 

11:30am-12:30pm Lunch SECVA Suite 

12:40 — 1:00 pm ET White House - 
b)(6) 

Wing Lobby 

 

1:00 -2:00 pm Interviews with Gray TV & Nexstar 

 

2:00 pm ERT VACO 

 

2:00 — 3:00 pm HOLD: Phone Call w/ Ranking Member Carter SECVA Suite 

5:00 — 5:30 pm VHA re: End of Day Sync Mtg SECVA Suite 

6:00 — 6:30 pm 
Interview with Bret Baier, Special Reports, Fox 

News Chanel 
TBD 

6:30 — 6:45 pm ERT ABC News Bureau 

 



 

1717 Desals St, NW — front door of building 

 

6:45 — 7:45 pm Live Interview w/ Linsey Davis, ABC News 

 

7:45 pm ERT Residence 

 

(b)(6) 

Executive Assistant to the 
Secretary 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
202-461-

 

(b)(6) 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject:  

RLW 

Sun, 22 Mar 2020 15:35:20 +0000 
b)(6) 

RE: Fwd: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Yes 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From:1(b)(6) ),va.gov> 
Date: Sunday, Mar 22, 2020, 8:53 AM 
To: RLW (b)(6) va.•ov>  
Cc: Powers, amela 4b)(6) kva.gov> 
Subject: RE: Fwd: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

OK to send this information to Dr. Stone and Dr. Lawrence? 

From: RLW (b)(6)  Dva.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 8:51 AM 

To+(b)(6) Dva.gov> 

Cc Powers, Pamela (b)(6) Dva.gov> 

Subject: RE: Fwd: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Thank you 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 

(www.blackberry.com) 

From: (b)(6) )va.gov> 
Date: Sunday,  Mar 22, 2020, 8:39 AM 
To: RLW (b)(6) _Dva.  ov> 

Cc: Powers, Pamela (b)(6) va.gov> 

    

Subject: Fwd: White nuuse I lJI IdVII s Task Force Meeting 

Printing for you. 

Get Outlook for iOS 

1
@nsc.eop.gov> From: Birx, Deborah L. EOP/NSC (b)(6) 

Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 8:18:38 AM 

To: Short. Marc T. EOP/OVP  i(b)(6) 
(b)(6) 

@nsc.eop.gov  13)(6) 

EOP/WHO (b)(6) who.eop.gov 

ovp.eop.g0v>; -0)(6) 

hhs. ov 
b)(6) 

b)(6) 
EOP/NSC 

@t 

IV EOP/WHO 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

_ 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

  
 

   

Cc: Hoosier Calendar (b)(6) 

  

 

(b)(6) 

 

  

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Summary as a read ahead. New Highlights — comparator of thE 
(b)(5) 

b)(5) 

(b)(5) 
Deb 



From:
 (13)(6) 

. EOP/OVP -
(b)(6) 

kovp.eop.gov> 
Date: Saturday, Mar 21, 2020, 6:52 PM 
To: randalatnail.house.gov <randa1(i)mai1 .house.gov>. Grogan. Josenh J. POP/WHO 
(13)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 
From: EOP/OVP 

Sent: Sat, 21 Mar 2020 22:53:58 +0000 

To: Stone, Richard A., MD; Lawrence, Paul R., VBAVACO 

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Call 

Attachments: White House Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.22.20.docx 

Importance: High 

Task force call is at 3 pm on Sunday if you are interested. 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 



(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Call 

Good evening, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Call on Sunday, March 22 at 3:00pm EST. 
Preliminary agenda attached. 

A registration link will be provided to essential staff and assistants to principals shortly. 

Please note:  Only principals should register for tomorrow's call. If you have questions 
regarding your participation, please do not hesitate to reach out. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 



The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 1 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Sunday, March 22, 2020 

3:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks - Vice President Pence 

;b)(5) 
- Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

;b)(5) 
0 

(b)(5) 
- Dr. Anthony Fauci (NIH) & Dr. Bob Redfield, 

Director (CDC) 

;b)(5) 
- Admiral Brett Giroir (HHS) & Jared Kushner 

IV. 
(b)(5) 

- Secretary Alex Azar (HHS) 

(b)(5) 
0 

0 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 
- Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) & White House Counsel 

1
- Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) 

VII. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 

V 

VI. 
(b)(5) 



(b)(6) EOP/OVP From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 
Importance:  

Sat, 21 Mar 2020 22:54:35 +0000 
(b)(6) 

FW: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Call 
White House Coronavirus Task Force Agenda 3.22.20.docx 
High 

Please have them pick me up at 2:30 on Sunday. 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From: (b)(6) . EOP/OVP f b)(6) )VP.COP.9,'OV> 

Date: Saturday, Mar 21, 2020, 6:52 M 
To: randal@mail.house.gov <randalAmail.house.gov>, Grogan, Joseph J. EOP/WHO 
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Call 

Good evening, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Call on Sunday, March 22 at 3:00pm EST. 
Preliminary agenda attached. 

A registration link will be provided to essential staff and assistants to principals shortly. 

Please note: Only principals should register for tomorrow's call. If you have questions 
regarding your participation, please do not hesitate to reach out. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 



The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881-

 (b)(6) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Sunday, March 22, 2020 

3:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence 

(b)(5) 
- Ambassador Debi Birx, M.D. 

1

 ;b)(5) 

(b)(5) 
- Dr. Anthony Fauci (NIH) & Dr. Bob Redfield, 

IV. 

V 

VI. 

Director (CDC) 

- Admiral Brett Giroir (HHS) & Jared Kushner 

(b)(5) 

- Secretary Alex Azar (HHS) 

(b)(5) 

0 

0 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 
- Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) & White House Counsel 

1
— Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) 

(b)(5) 

 

;b)(5) 

VII. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

RLW 
Sat, 21 Mar 2020 12:41:00 +0000 
(b)(6) 

 

RE: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Thank you 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

Froml(1J)(6)  vva.gov> 
Date. Sa Mar 21, 2020, 8:11 AM 
To: RL U,va.gov> 
Subject: FW: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

I'll get this printed for you also. 

From: Birx, Deborah L. EOP/NSC < (b)(6) nsc.eop.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, March 21, 2020 6 56 AM 
To: Short Marc T. EOP OVP < b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

 

 

    

    

    



(b)(6) 

b)(6) 

(b)(6) 
Cc: Hoosier Calendar D OVP.eop.gov> (b)(6) EOP/OVP 
b)(6) Cipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHO (b)(6) lwho.eop.gov> 

 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Electronic version of today's data summary — not for forwarding or public 

EOP/OVP
„ (WO) 

Domeop.gov> on behalf of "Short, Marc T. 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

From: (b)(6) 

EOP/OVP" (b)(6) ) ovp.eop.gov> 

Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 at 9:58 PM  

To:' 



(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: Hoosier Calenda 
(b)(6) 

F@OVP.eop.gov>, 
b)(6) 

, "Cipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHO" 

b)(6) 

- (b)(6) 
,(c_owho.eop.gov> 

Subject: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

All-

 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Saturday, March 21, 2020 at 
10:00am. Seating chart and agenda attached. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 88: (b)(6) 





From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

RLW 
Mon, 23 Mar 2020 00:09:14 +0000 

(b)(6) 

 

RE: Fwd: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on 3.23.20 at 1600 

Let me ask 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From: b)(6) kva.gov> 
Date: Sunday, Mar 22, 2020, 7:57 PM 
To: RLW N a. ov> 
Subject: wi hite House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on 3.23.20 at 1600 

Does this mean you should attend in person? It's not clear to me. 
Get Outlook for iOS 
From t)( 6) I EOP/OVP (b)(6)  ovp.eop.gov> 

Sent: unaay, IN/larch z>, 2020 7:25 PM 

Cc: b)(6) EOP/WHO; 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on 3.23.20 at 1600 

All - 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Monday, March 23rd  at 
4:00pm in the White Hous b)(6) tOOM. All materials will be forthcoming. 

Please submit all RSVPs to me, (b)(6)  b)( an by 10:00am tomorrow 6) 

morning. Please also let us know if your principal wants to join this meeting via secure 
telephone. 

Thank you, 

b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 

(b)(6) EOP/WHO 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

RLW 
Sun, 22 Mar 2020 00:37:33 +0000 
(b)(6) 

 

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Confirmation: White House Coronavirus Task Force Call on 
March 22, 2020 at 3:00 PM Eastern Time 

Thank you 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From ,(b)(6)  %b,va.gov> 
Date: Saturda Mar 21, 2020, 8:18 PM 
To: RLW b)(  eti,va.fov>  
Cc: Powers, Pamela (b)(6) tsva.gov> 
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Confirmation: White House Coronavirus Task Force Call on March 22, 2020 at 
3:00 PM Eastern Time 

FYI — I will enter all this on to your calendar and ask security to print out and put 
on your desk. Thank you. 

From: Audio Conference Notification <noreply@event-services.com> 
Sent: Saturday, March 21, 2020 8:16 PM 
To (b)(6) pva.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Confirmation: White House Coronavirus Task Force Call on March 22, 2020 at 3:00 
PM Eastern Time 

Dear (b)(6) 

Here is your personalized dial-in information for the audio conference White House 
Coronavirus Task Force Call. 

The conference begins at 3:00 PM Eastern Time on March 22, 2020; you may join 10 
minutes prior. 

Dial-in: 1-877- 1-617-668 r Find an Alternate Number 
Access Code: 
Attendee ID: 
(These instruc ions are unique to you, do not share) 

Add to your calendar 



Need assistance with your audio? Please dial 888-79 



From: RLW 

Sent: Mon, 23 Mar 2020 00:16:51 +0000 

To: (b)(6) EOP/OVP 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Thank you—will contact you on Monday. 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Task Force 

From-(b)(6) EOP/OVP " 6)  koyp.eop.goy> 
Date: Sunday, Mar 22, 2020, 8:12 PM 
To: RLW 0)(6  6,ya.goy> 

 

CC: Coll i.(b)(6) va.2ov> 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Task Force 

Good evening Secretary, 

You can either come in or call-in secure, whatever you prefer. 

Thank you! 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881. (b)(6) 

From: RLW ya.goy> 

Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 8:11 PM 

Fr
)(6) 

  P/nvo kb)(6) 
b 

Cc:  
TO)(b)(6) 

Subject: Task Force 

 

ovp.eop.gov> 
@va.gov> 

 

(b)(6) 

Is the task force meeting on Monday still conducted remotely? 

Robert Wilkie 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(>www.blackbeny.comi 



povp.eop.gov> Xb)(6) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

RLW 
Mon, 23 Mar 2020 00:19:01 +0000 
(b)(6) 

 

RE: Fwd: Task Force 

See you then 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From 
(b)(6) 

va.gov> 
Date: Sunda , Mar 22, 2020, 8:18 PM 
To: RLW eva. ov> 
Subject: Re: Fwd: Task Force 

Ok. Thank you. See you in the morning! 
Get Outlook for iOS  
From: RLW IMP va.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 8:17:44 PM 
To)(b)(6) @va.gov> 
Subject: RE: Fwd: Task Force 

Will give them a reply in the morning. 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

r2,va.gov> 
Date: Sunday, Mar 22, 2020, 8:13 PM 
To: RL (b)(6) i%va.gov> 

Subject: IT I ask Force 

Let me know what you wish to do. 
Get yutlook for iOS  
From  b)(6) 

EOP/OVP 
Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 8:11:59 PM 
To  RLVd(b)(6) va.Rov>  

Ce(b)(6) va.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Task Force 

Good evening Secretary, 

You can either come in or call-in secure, whatever you prefer. 

Front)(6) 



Thank you! 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 

From: RLWj. va.gov> 
Sent:  Sunday, March 22, 2020 8:11 PM 
To: i(b)(6) EOP/OVP ,,(b)(6) 

Cc: ((b)(6)  

Subject: Task Force 

Dovp.eop.gov> 

1@va.gov> 

(b)(6) 

Is the task force meeting on Monday still conducted remotely? 

Robert Wilkie 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(>www.blackberry.com<) 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Importance:  

(b)(6) EOP/OVP 
Tue, 24 Mar 2020 00:01:33 +0000 
(b)(6) 

1  Powers, Pamel b)(6) 

FW: [EXTERNAL) White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 
High 

The task force meeting on Tuesday is now at 3 pm. 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

Frornl(b)(6)  EOP/OVP (b)(6)  wovp.eop.g,ov> 
Date: Monday, Mar 23, 2020, 7:45 PM 
To: randal@mail.house.gov <randa (Tmail.house.gov>,  Grogan, Joseph J. EOP/WHO 
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

I 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

All - 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Tuesday, March 24t1  at 
3:00pm. All materials will be forthcoming. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



From: (b)(6) OP/OVP 

Sent: Wed, 25 Mar 2020 19:16:22 +0000 

To: b)(6) EOP/OVP;Kate@mail.house.gov; (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: 
b)(6) 

EOP/OVP;Cipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHC(b)(6) 

EOP/OVP (" 6) EOP/OVP 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Attachments: Taskforce25March.pptx 

Dr. Birx power point attached. 

Original Appointment 

   

 

(b)(6) 

 

From (b)(6) EOP/OVP . povp.eop.gov> 

      



Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 5:08 PM 
To:kb)(6) t OP/OVP: KatePmail.house.gov: 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: 
e(b)(6) 
. 2ipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHO; 

Subject: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

When: Wednesday, March 25, 2020 3:00 PM-4:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: White Nous b)(6) Room 

Importance: High 

Good afternoon, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Wednesday, March 
25th  at 3:00pm. Please see agenda and seating chart attached. 



Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



COVI D-19 
Italy continues to 

 

(b)(5) 

,b)(5) 

b)(5) 

Data as of March 24, 2020 



GLOBAL 

Nc,% Yesterday Search 

Country. 

Other 

Total 

Cases 

Now 

Cases 

Total 

Deaths 

New 

Deaths 

Total 

Recovered 

Active 

Cases 

Serious. 

Critical 

Tot Cases/ 

11.1 pop 

Tot Deaths/ 

I M pop 

Country. 

Other 

Total 

Cases 

New 

Cases 

Total 

Deaths 

New 

Deaths 

Total 

Recovered 

Active 

Cases 

Serious. 

Critical 

Tot Cases 

1M pop 

Tot Deaths' 

11,1 pop 

CflIn 81,171 +78 3,277 +7 73,159 4,735 1,573 56 2 China 81,218 +47 3,281 44 73,650 4,287 1,399 56 2 

Italy 69.176 +5,249 6.820 +743 8.326 54,030 3,393 1,144 113 Italy 69.176 

 

6.820 

 

8,326 54,030 3,393 1,144 113 

USA 54,881 +11,100 780 +225 379 53,722 1,175 166 2 USA 54,941 +60 784 44 379 53,778 1,175 166 2 

Spain 42.058 +6,922 2,991 +660 3,794 35,273 2,636 900 64 Spain 42.058 

 

2,991 

 

3,794 35.273 2,636 900 64 

Germany 32,991 +3.935 159 +36 3.290 29,542 23 394 2 aernmuiy 33,927 +936 171 +12 3,299 30.457 23 405 2 

 

Iran 24,811 +1,762 1,934 +122 8,913 13,964 

 

295 23 Iran 24,811 

 

1,934 

 

8,913 13,964 

 

295 23 

France 22,304 +2,448 1,100 +240 3,281 17,923 2,516 342 17 France 22.304 

 

1.100 

 

3.281 17.923 2.516 342 17 

Switzerland 9.877 +1,082 122 +2 131 9,624 141 1,141 14 Switzerland 10,171 +294 135 +13 131 9,905 141 1,175 16 

SACorea 9,037 +76 120 45 3,507 5,410 59 176 2 S. Korea 9,137 +100 126 +6 3,730 5,281 59 178 2 

UK 8,077 +1,427 422 447 135 7,520 20 119 6 U.K 8,077 

 

422 

 

135 7,520 20 119 6 

Netherland S 5,560 +811 276 +63 2 5,282 435 324 16 Netherlands 5.560 

 

276 

 

2 5.282 435 324 16 

Austria 5.283 +809 28 +7 9 5,246 22 587 3 Austria 5,448 +165 30 +2 9 5,409 26 605 3 

 

BOA WEI 4,269 +526 122 +34 461 3,686 381 368 11 Belgium 4.269 

 

122 

 

461 3,686 381 368 11 

Norway 2,866 +241 12 +2 6 2,848 44 529 2 Norway 2,868 +2 13 +1 6 2,849 44 529 2 
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Italy Epidemic Profile Normalized to USA 

Italy compard to the USA 
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USA 
Now Yesterday Search: 

USA 
State 

Total 
Cases IF 

New 
Cases 

Total New 
Deaths Deaths 

Active 
Cases 

USA 
State 

Total 
Cases 

New 
Cases 

Total New 
Deaths Deaths 

Active 
Cases 

New York 26,348 +5,473 271 +114 25,969 New York 26,348 

 

271 25,969 

New Jersey 3,675 +831 44 +17 3,631 New Jersey 3,675 

 

44 3,631 

California 2,566 +433 51 +11 2,507 California 2,617 +51 55 +4 2,554 

Washington 2,469 +248 123 +13 2,222 Washington 2,469 

 

123 2,222 

Michigan 1,791 +463 24 +9 1,767 Michigan 1,791 

 

24 1,767 

Illinois 1,535 +250 16 +4 1,517 Illinois 1,535 

 

16 1,517 

Florida 1,467 +240 20 +2 1,447 Florida 1,467 

 

20 1,447 

Louisiana 1,388 +216 46 +11 1,342 Louisiana 1,388 

 

46 1,342 

Massachusetts 1,159 +382 11 +2 1,147 Massachusetts 1,159 

 

11 1,147 

Georgia 1,097 +294 38 +12 1,059 Georgia 1,097 

 

38 1,059 

Texas 1,023 +217 12 +3 1,000 Texas 1,023 

 

12 1,000 

Colorado 912 +192 11 +4 901 Colorado 912 

 

11 901 

Pennsylvania 851 +207 7 +1 844 
Pennsylvania 851 

 

7 844 

Tennessee 773 +158 2 

 

771 
Tennessee 773 

 

2 771 

      

Connecticut 618 

 

12 606 
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Mapbox W OpenStreatMap 

Confirmed Cases 

0+ 1+ 6+ • 11+ •51+ •101+ • 501+ •tool + 

Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors, as of 18-28 March 23, 2020. 
Data sourced from state health department websees; reporting may be incomplete or delayed 
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Total Confirmed Cases near NYC 

0+ 2+ 10+ 11120+ M100+ 200+ M1000+ 2000+ 

Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors, as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. . . . . . .  

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Total Confirmed Cases in Southern California 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors. as of 17:58 March 24. 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Percent Increase for Counties with 20+ reported cases in Southern California - daily increase, March 24, 2020 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Sul:jet-visors, as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Total Confirmed Cases near Washington State 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisor as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Percent Increase for Counties with 20+ reported cases near Washington State - daily increase, March 24, 2020 

4t1) Maptxm OperlStreetMap 

0+ 5+ 10+ 25+ 50+ .100+ I.200+ I. 400+ 
Source: C_onterence of_Slateilon_LS_upervisors, as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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States with the highest number of deaths 

218 

C
u
m

u
la

ti
v
e 

d
e
a

th
s 

11/ ., ri!ll 11111  
I I 

e."\ ..Sb  4 
ce 

e 4 ., ..‹,,,c, , ., ..z, 

• March-20 • March-21 • March-22 M March-23 M March-24 New Cases 

55-

 

0 

    

    

1

 / 
/ / / / / 
/ / / / / / / I 

I/ 
1 : : 
/•,// 
1 r A d r 

  

44
-0 Ca' 

41b 

 

Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 



Counties with the highest number of deaths 
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Week 11 Outbreaks (11) 

0 Outbreaks 

1-2 Outbreaks 

3-4 Outbreaks 

5+ Outbreaks 

County Activity (N) 

No Activity (9) 

Mild Activity (48) 

Moderate Activity (10) 

Elevated Activity (0) 

Unknown (0) 

Further activation of ILI with trip wires for enhanced testing for C0VID19 

Statewide Activity mim a 
Figure 1: In week 11, the percent of emergency department and urgent care center visits for ILI statewide 

increased and was above peak levels observed during the 2016-17 and 2018-19 seasons. While ILI activity has 

increased in recent weeks, laboratory-confirmed influenza activity has declined. 

40 44 48 52 4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32 36 

Week 

• Figure 1 shows the percent of visits for ILI for facilities participating in ESSENCE-FL (n=370) statewide for the current season (week 

40,2019 to week 11,2020) and the last three seasons (2018-19, 2017-18, and 2016-17). The ESSENCE-FL ILI syndrome captures visits 

with chief complaints that include the words 'influenza" or "flu: or chief complaints that include the words lever and "cough: or 'fever' 

and 'sore throat. For more information on the use of ESSENCE-FL for influenza and ILI surveillance, see page 16. 

Influenza or ILI Outbreaks 
Reported as of 3/14/20 

County Influenza Activity 
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Iowa Influenza Geographic Spread 

No Activity Sporadic Regional Widespread Local 

Note: See CDC activity estimates for definition www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/overview.htm 

Quick Stats 

Predominate influenza subtype B(Victoria lineage) 

Percent of influenza rapid test positive 5% (61/1135) 

Percent of RSV rapid tests positive 25% (72/287) 

Influenza-associated hospitalizations 20/5796 inpatients surveyed 

Percent of outpatient visits for ILI 1.51% (baseline 1.7%) 
Number of long-term care outbreaks 0 
Percent school absence due to illness 2.1% 
Number of schools with 10% absence due to illness 4 
Influenza-associated mortality -all ages (Cumulative) 4 
Influenza-associated pediatric mortality (Cumulative) 0 
Predominate non-influenza virus Rhinovirus/enterovirus 

New Mexico and Iowa 

As of March 20, 2020, there have been 43 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in New Mexico 
• Cases have been identified across 8 counties 

• Over half of the cases (53%) have been identified in Bernalillo County 

• 23 (53%) are female and 20 (47%) are male 

• Age range: 10-85 years old 

Median age: 44 years old 

Highest number of cases are in the 21-40 years old 

age group 

1  Note: Deaths are considered influenza-associated when influenza is listed on the death certificate. 
This is an underestimate of influenza-related deaths. Cumulative mortality totals are from 
9/29/2019 to the current week. 

Iowa statewide activity summary:  
Influenza activity is still low in Iowa, but has been increasing in the last few weeks. The geographic spread 

of influenza is local. For this reporting week, the State Hygienic Laboratory identified 10 influenza 

A(H1N1)pdm09, three influenza A(H3) and 12 B(Victoria lineage) from submitted samples. Twenty 

influenza-related hospitalizations were reported. The proportion of outpatient visits due to influenza-like 

illness (ILI) was 1.51%, which is below the regional baseline of 1.7%. No long-term care influenza outbreaks 

were reported and four schools reported at least 10% of students absent due to illness. No 

influenza-associated deaths were reported. Surveillance sites reported detecting the following 

non-influenza respiratory illnesses with the most frequency: 111 rhinovirus/enterovirus and 54 RSV. 
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Wed, 25 Mar 2020 19:26:50 +0000 

Kate@mail.house.gov b)(6) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

EOP/OVP;Cipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHO; Cc: 
(b)(6) (b)(6) 

EOP/OVP;(b)(6) 
Subject: 
Attachments:  

[EXTERNAL] RE: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Taskforce25March.pptx 

Original Appointment  

From P)(6) EOP/OVP 

Sent:  Tuesday, March 24, 2020 3:49 PM 

To: 0)(6) EOP/OVP; Kate@mail.house.gov 

 

(b)(6) 



(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Subject: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

When: Wednesday, March 25 2020 3:00 PM-4:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: White House oom 

Importance: High 

Good afternoon, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Wednesday, March 
25th  at 3:00pm. Please see agenda and seating chart attached. 

Thank you, 



(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 
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Data as of March 24, 2020 



GLOBAL 
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Country. 

Other 

Total 

Cases 

Now 
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New 
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Tot Cases/ 

11.1 pop 

Tot Deaths/ 

I M pop 

Country. 

Other 

Total 

Cases 

New 

Cases 

Total 

Deaths 

New 

Deaths 

Total 

Recovered 

Active 

Cases 

Serious. 

Critical 

Tot Cases 

1M pop 

Tot Deaths' 

11,1 pop 

CflIn 81,171 +78 3,277 +7 73,159 4,735 1,573 56 2 China 81,218 +47 3,281 44 73,650 4,287 1,399 56 2 

Italy 69.176 +5,249 6.820 +743 8.326 54,030 3,393 1,144 113 Italy 69.176 

 

6.820 

 

8,326 54,030 3,393 1,144 113 

USA 54,881 +11,100 780 +225 379 53,722 1,175 166 2 USA 54,941 +60 784 44 379 53,778 1,175 166 2 

Spain 42.058 +6,922 2,991 +660 3,794 35,273 2,636 900 64 Spain 42.058 

 

2,991 

 

3,794 35.273 2,636 900 64 

Germany 32,991 +3.935 159 +36 3.290 29,542 23 394 2 aernmuiy 33,927 +936 171 +12 3,299 30.457 23 405 2 

 

Iran 24,811 +1,762 1,934 +122 8,913 13,964 

 

295 23 Iran 24,811 

 

1,934 

 

8,913 13,964 

 

295 23 

France 22,304 +2,448 1,100 +240 3,281 17,923 2,516 342 17 France 22.304 

 

1.100 

 

3.281 17.923 2.516 342 17 

Switzerland 9.877 +1,082 122 +2 131 9,624 141 1,141 14 Switzerland 10,171 +294 135 +13 131 9,905 141 1,175 16 

SACorea 9,037 +76 120 45 3,507 5,410 59 176 2 S. Korea 9,137 +100 126 +6 3,730 5,281 59 178 2 

UK 8,077 +1,427 422 447 135 7,520 20 119 6 U.K 8,077 

 

422 

 

135 7,520 20 119 6 

Netherland S 5,560 +811 276 +63 2 5,282 435 324 16 Netherlands 5.560 

 

276 

 

2 5.282 435 324 16 

Austria 5.283 +809 28 +7 9 5,246 22 587 3 Austria 5,448 +165 30 +2 9 5,409 26 605 3 

 

BOA WEI 4,269 +526 122 +34 461 3,686 381 368 11 Belgium 4.269 

 

122 

 

461 3,686 381 368 11 

Norway 2,866 +241 12 +2 6 2,848 44 529 2 Norway 2,868 +2 13 +1 6 2,849 44 529 2 
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Daily New Cases in Italy 
Total Coronavirus Cases in Italy 
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Italy Epidemic Profile Normalized to USA 

Italy compard to the USA 
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USA 
Now Yesterday Search: 

USA 
State 

Total 
Cases IF 

New 
Cases 

Total New 
Deaths Deaths 

Active 
Cases 

USA 
State 

Total 
Cases 

New 
Cases 

Total New 
Deaths Deaths 

Active 
Cases 

New York 26,348 +5,473 271 +114 25,969 New York 26,348 

 

271 25,969 

New Jersey 3,675 +831 44 +17 3,631 New Jersey 3,675 

 

44 3,631 

California 2,566 +433 51 +11 2,507 California 2,617 +51 55 +4 2,554 

Washington 2,469 +248 123 +13 2,222 Washington 2,469 

 

123 2,222 

Michigan 1,791 +463 24 +9 1,767 Michigan 1,791 

 

24 1,767 

Illinois 1,535 +250 16 +4 1,517 Illinois 1,535 

 

16 1,517 

Florida 1,467 +240 20 +2 1,447 Florida 1,467 

 

20 1,447 

Louisiana 1,388 +216 46 +11 1,342 Louisiana 1,388 

 

46 1,342 

Massachusetts 1,159 +382 11 +2 1,147 Massachusetts 1,159 

 

11 1,147 

Georgia 1,097 +294 38 +12 1,059 Georgia 1,097 

 

38 1,059 

Texas 1,023 +217 12 +3 1,000 Texas 1,023 

 

12 1,000 

Colorado 912 +192 11 +4 901 Colorado 912 

 

11 901 

Pennsylvania 851 +207 7 +1 844 
Pennsylvania 851 

 

7 844 

Tennessee 773 +158 2 

 

771 
Tennessee 773 

 

2 771 

      

Connecticut 618 

 

12 606 
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Confirmed Cases 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors, as of 18-28 March 23, 2020. 
Data sourced from state health department websees; reporting may be incomplete or delayed 
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DP/OVP 

Wed, 25 Mar 2020 19 27:35 +0000 

KatePmail.house.gov
(b)(6) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

<b)(6) 
Cc: EOP/OVP;Cipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHO; 

EoP/ovP; 10P/NSC 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Attachments: WHSR JFK Seating Chart - 3.25.20.pptx, 03.25.20 WH Coronavirus Task Force 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

—1(b)(6) 

Agenda v. 2.docx, Taskforce25March.pptx 

Importance: High 

Good afternoon, 



There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Wednesday, March 
25th  at 3:00pm. Please see agenda and seating chart attached. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881- 

(b)(6) 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Wednesday, March 25, 2020 

3:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence 

II. 

III. 

b)(5) • Dr. Debi Birx, M.D. 

 

- Admiral Giroir (HHS) 
(b)(5) 

   

- Dr. Bob Redfield, Director (CDC) & IV. 
(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

V. - Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA), Admiral John Polowczyk (FEMA) 

& Jared Kushner 

0 
(b)(5) 

VI. 

o 

- Secretary Steven Mnuchin (Dept. of Treasury) 
(b)(5) 

VII. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 
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CflIn 81,171 +78 3,277 +7 73,159 4,735 1,573 56 2 China 81,218 +47 3,281 44 73,650 4,287 1,399 56 2 

Italy 69.176 +5,249 6.820 +743 8.326 54,030 3,393 1,144 113 Italy 69.176 

 

6.820 

 

8,326 54,030 3,393 1,144 113 

USA 54,881 +11,100 780 +225 379 53,722 1,175 166 2 USA 54,941 +60 784 44 379 53,778 1,175 166 2 

Spain 42.058 +6,922 2,991 +660 3,794 35,273 2,636 900 64 Spain 42.058 
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3,794 35.273 2,636 900 64 

Germany 32,991 +3.935 159 +36 3.290 29,542 23 394 2 aernmuiy 33,927 +936 171 +12 3,299 30.457 23 405 2 
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295 23 Iran 24,811 
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8,913 13,964 

 

295 23 

France 22,304 +2,448 1,100 +240 3,281 17,923 2,516 342 17 France 22.304 

 

1.100 

 

3.281 17.923 2.516 342 17 

Switzerland 9.877 +1,082 122 +2 131 9,624 141 1,141 14 Switzerland 10,171 +294 135 +13 131 9,905 141 1,175 16 

SACorea 9,037 +76 120 45 3,507 5,410 59 176 2 S. Korea 9,137 +100 126 +6 3,730 5,281 59 178 2 

UK 8,077 +1,427 422 447 135 7,520 20 119 6 U.K 8,077 
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Netherland S 5,560 +811 276 +63 2 5,282 435 324 16 Netherlands 5.560 

 

276 
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Austria 5.283 +809 28 +7 9 5,246 22 587 3 Austria 5,448 +165 30 +2 9 5,409 26 605 3 
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Norway 2,866 +241 12 +2 6 2,848 44 529 2 Norway 2,868 +2 13 +1 6 2,849 44 529 2 
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Italy Epidemic Profile Normalized to USA 
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USA 
Now Yesterday Search: 

USA 
State 

Total 
Cases IF 

New 
Cases 

Total New 
Deaths Deaths 

Active 
Cases 

USA 
State 

Total 
Cases 

New 
Cases 

Total New 
Deaths Deaths 

Active 
Cases 

New York 26,348 +5,473 271 +114 25,969 New York 26,348 

 

271 25,969 

New Jersey 3,675 +831 44 +17 3,631 New Jersey 3,675 

 

44 3,631 

California 2,566 +433 51 +11 2,507 California 2,617 +51 55 +4 2,554 

Washington 2,469 +248 123 +13 2,222 Washington 2,469 

 

123 2,222 

Michigan 1,791 +463 24 +9 1,767 Michigan 1,791 

 

24 1,767 

Illinois 1,535 +250 16 +4 1,517 Illinois 1,535 

 

16 1,517 

Florida 1,467 +240 20 +2 1,447 Florida 1,467 

 

20 1,447 

Louisiana 1,388 +216 46 +11 1,342 Louisiana 1,388 

 

46 1,342 

Massachusetts 1,159 +382 11 +2 1,147 Massachusetts 1,159 

 

11 1,147 

Georgia 1,097 +294 38 +12 1,059 Georgia 1,097 

 

38 1,059 

Texas 1,023 +217 12 +3 1,000 Texas 1,023 

 

12 1,000 

Colorado 912 +192 11 +4 901 Colorado 912 

 

11 901 

Pennsylvania 851 +207 7 +1 844 
Pennsylvania 851 

 

7 844 

Tennessee 773 +158 2 

 

771 
Tennessee 773 

 

2 771 

      

Connecticut 618 

 

12 606 
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Mapbox W OpenStreatMap 

Confirmed Cases 

0+ 1+ 6+ • 11+ •51+ •101+ • 501+ •tool + 

Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors, as of 18-28 March 23, 2020. 
Data sourced from state health department websees; reporting may be incomplete or delayed 



Mapbox OperiStreetMap ap 

Total Confirmed Cases near NYC 

0+ 2+ 10+ 11120+ M100+ 200+ M1000+ 2000+ 

Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors, as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. . . . . . .  

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 



0 Mapbox OpenStreetivlap 

/ 

Mt 

mapbox 

Percent Increase for Counties with 20+ reported cases near NYC - daily increase, March 24, 2020 

0+ 5+ 10+ 125+ 150+ •100+ U 200+ 400+ 
Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors, as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 



Mapbox OpenStreetMap 

Total Confirmed Cases in Southern California 

0+ 2+ 10+ .120+ U 100+ U 200+1E11000+ M2000+ 

Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors. as of 17:58 March 24. 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Percent Increase for Counties with 20+ reported cases in Southern California - daily increase, March 24, 2020 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Sul:jet-visors, as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Total Confirmed Cases near Washington State 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisor as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Percent Increase for Counties with 20+ reported cases near Washington State - daily increase, March 24, 2020 

4t1) Maptxm OperlStreetMap 

0+ 5+ 10+ 25+ 50+ .100+ I.200+ I. 400+ 
Source: C_onterence of_Slateilon_LS_upervisors, as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 



States with the highest number of cases 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 



States with the highest number of deaths 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Suoervisors. as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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Source: Conference of State Bank Supervisors as of 17:58 March 24, 2020. 

Verification from the COVID Tracking ProjectData sourced from state health departments, news reports, and other sources; numbers may conflict with other figures due to delayed or incomplete reporting 
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I EWP; (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 
From: EOP/OVP 

Sent: Thu, 26 Mar 2020 18:27:58 +0000 

To: randal@mail.house.gov;Grogan, Joseph J. 
(b)(6) 

b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHO (b)(6) 

[EXTERNAL] RE: White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

ExecSec Response - 

2019.pdf, NYC Truck Drivers Guidance.3.26.docx, TaskForce26MarchFinal.ppt, Draft Park 

Recommendations_03262020.docx, 2020-03-26 RAH for COVID-19 Task Force.docx, COVID-19 (b)(5) 

(b)(5) Ddf, WH coronavirus TF Agenda 3.26.20.docx 

Importance: High 

Cc: 
EOP/CEA 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

(b)(5) 



(b)(6) 

Good afternoon, 

There will be a White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Thursday, March 26th  at 
3:00pm in the White Hous oom. 

• Agenda 
• Seating Chart 
• Supplemental Materials 

If you are calling in to this afternoon's meeting, please be sure you have printed the attached 
materials. 

Thank you for your patience, 

rdinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 (b)(6) 



UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000 

MEMORANDUM FOR EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY 

SUBJECT: 
(b)(5) 

(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5) (b)(7)(E) 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(b)(5) (b)(7)(E) 

T. Lewis 
CA , USN 
Executive Secretary 

Attachment: 
As stated 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



(b)(5) FOR 
LEGAL AND POLICY CONDITIONS 

(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 



(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5) (b)(7)(E) 
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Data as of March 25, 2020 



Global and USA 

Yesterday Search: 

Country, Total New Total New Total Active Serious, Tot Cases/ Tot Deaths/ 

 

USA Total New Total New Active 
Other Cases Cases Deaths Deaths Recovered Cases Critical 1111 pop 1 hi pop 

 

State Cases Cases Deaths Deaths Cases 

China 81,218 +47 3,281 +4 73,650 4,287 1,399 56 

  

New York 32.966 +6.618 366 +95 32,492 

 

Italy 74,386 +5,210 7,503 

 

9,362 57,521 3.489 1.230 

                    

New Jersey 4,402 +727 62 +18 4,340 
USA 68,211 +13,355 1,027 +247 394 66,790 1,452 206 

        

Spain 49,515 +7,457 3,647 

 

5,367 40,501 3.166 1.059 

  

California 2.998 +432 65 +14 2,925 
+858 

Qermany 37,323 +4,332 206 +47 3,547 33,570 23 445 

  

Washington 2,588 +119 132 +0 2,332 

Iran 27.017 +2,206 2,077 +143 9,625 15,315 

 

322 

  

Michigan 2,295 +504 43 +19 2,247 

France 25,233 +2,929 1,331 +231 3,900 20,002 2,827 387 

                   

Florida 1.977 +510 23 +3 1,954 
Switzerland 10,897 +1,020 153 +31 131 10,613 141 1,259 

         

+3 

         

Illinois 1,865 +330 19 1,844 

 

UK 9.529 +1,452 465 443 135 8,929 163 140 

        

S. Korea 9,137 +100 126 

 

3,730 5,281 59 178 

  

Massachusetts 1.838 +679 15 +4 1,822 
44 

Netherlands 6.412 +852 356 

 

3 6,053 582 374 

  

Louisiana 1,795 +407 65 

 

1,730 +80 

 

&Leila 5,588 +305 31 +3 9 5,548 28 620 

  

Georgia 1.387 +290 47 1.340 

 

Belgium 4.937 +668 178 +58 547 4,212 474 426 

                 

Texas 1,155 +132 15 1,129 
+10 Ca_nada 3,409 +617 36 185 3,188 1 90 

 

1 

              

Pennsylvania 1.127 +276 11 1,116 

            

Colorado 1,086 +174 19 1,067 

           

Tennessee 906 +133 3 903 



Total Coronavirus Cases in Italy 
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Counties with the highest number of cases (24 hours change) 
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Florida counties with 20+ confirmed cases 
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Florida top 10 counties with the most deaths 
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Louisiana counties with 20+ confirmed cases 
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Louisiana counties with 20+ confirmed cases 

40 ii - 

6 
6.d2 

'eev d 
/ 2. ..?...r. 4--ri , re  r A 4 .1. -- •r '4' 

0 
4--- _ b,,,kz‘ •\ 

, t? 
tlb • • 

,,t,• 
,, ‹.\ .•10" • r)\ •-

 

, r .:•,* ( <''' \-,.1̀, 0 *,tZ sr ,,, 4, N.1?-• 647 (7 ,{"- < 2 
ct,

<Z74; '* 42 d ''' ,q-C)  
,,,e's '?'''' •1/4.‘ C2N-. 

,,- e4,--

 

<Qv 
March-21 • March-22 III March-23 I March-24 M Ma4 -25 New Cases 

Source: rnn'Arpnre fl S,tp-tA Bar* catinent<,  as of 10:54 March 25, 2020. 
Data sourced from state heafth department websites. reporting may be incompkote or delayed 



Louisiana top 10 counties with the most deaths 
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Massachusetts counties with 20+ confirmed cases 
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Massachusetts counties with 20+ confirmed cases 
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Massachusetts top 10 counties with the most deaths 
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Massachusetts top 10 counties with the most deaths 
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Michigan top 10 counties with the most deaths 
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Texas counties with 20+ confirmed cases 
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(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 
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(b)(5) 
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(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 
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(UHFOU0) Read Ahead: 
(U) March 26, 2020 
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(b)(5) 
UHFOU0) 

(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

CBP Data 3/24/2020 3/24/2019  (for comparison) 
J))(5), (b)(7)(E) 

Land 
Air 
Sea 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

(UHFOU0) Between Ports of Entry: (b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

 

b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

      

        

        

(UHFOU0) 1 
b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5) 

 

))(5), (b)(7)(E) 
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(W/FOU0) COVID-19 Cases in Canada:  
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Julianna Blackwell 
Executive Secretar 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

FROM: 

Executive Secretary 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 

(*i Homeland 
Security 

March 19, 2020 

MEMORANDUM FOR: CAPT Oliver Lewis, USN 
Executive Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 

SUBJECT: 

REFERENCE: 

Overview 

(b)(5) 

(a) 42 United States Code (U.S.C.) Section 264, Regulation to Control 
Communicable Diseases 
(b) President of the United States (POTUS) Proclamation on Declaring 
a National Emergency Concerning the COVID-19 Outbreak, dated 
March 13. 2020 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 

(b)(5) (b)(7)(E) 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY // LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY II LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE 

Subject: 
(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

  

  

 

(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

  

    

(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

  

  

    

Public Posture 
Tb)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

DHS Overarching Goal 
(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

Chain of Command 
(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

End of Mission 
(b)(5), (b)(7)(E) 

Funding 
(b)(5) (b)(7)(E) 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY II LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Thursday, March 26, 2020 

3:00pm EST 

I. 

 

Opening Remarks - Vice 

o Governors Call 

President Pence 

  

(b)(5) 
- Dr. Debi Birx, M.D. 

   

- Eric Ueland 
(b)(5) 

IV. 

  

- Admiral Giroir (HHS) 

 

(b)(5) 

     

(b)(5) 

V. 

  

- Dr. Bob Redfield, Director (CDC) 

& Dr. Birx, M.D. & Jared Kushner & Secretary David Bernhardt (DOI) 

(b)(5) 

VI. 
(b)(5) 

- Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA), Admiral John Polowczyk 

(FEMA) 

(b)(5) 
0 

VII. 
(b)(5) 

- Deputy Secretary Steve Biegun (Dept. of State) & Acting Secretary 

 

Chad Wolf (DHS) 

  

VIII. ;b)(5) - Dr. Stephen Hahn, Commissioner (FDA) 

IX. 

 

- Pat Cipollone, Counsel to the President 
;b)(5) 

X. Concluding Remarks - Vice President Pence 



(b)(6) 
From: EOP/OVP 

Sent: Fri, 27 Mar 2020 16:51:20 +0000 

To: randal@mail.house.gov;Grogan, Joseph J. 
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments:  

(b)(6) OP/OVP;Cipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHO 

[EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Taskforce27Mar.ppt, WH Coronavirus Task Force Seating Chart 3.27.20 

1500.pptx, WH Coronavirus TF Agenda 3.27.20.docx 

Importance: High 

All - 



There will be a White House  Coronavirus Task Force Meeting on Friday, March 27th  at 3:00pm 
in the White HousP)(6) Room. Materials attached. 

Thank you, 

(b)(6) 

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 b)(6) 



COVI D-19 
Data as of March 26, 2020 
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Cumulative confirmed cases per 100,000 people, top 10 counties 
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Cumulative confirmed cases in New York state, top 20 counties 
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Active 
Cases 

Country. 

Other 

Total 

Cases !7 
New 

Cases 

Total 
Deaths 

New 

Deaths 

Total 
Recovered 

Active 

Cases 

Serious, 

Critical 

Tot Cases,' 
IN pop 

36,994 USA 85,435 +17,224 1.295 +268 1,868 82,272 2,122 258 

6.795 Cluj,lig 81,285 +67 3,287 OS 74,051 3,947 1,235 56 

  

Italy 80,589 +6,203 8,215 +712 10,361 62,013 3.612 1.333 
3,921 

          

SP881 57.786 +8,271 4,365 +718 7,015 46,406 3,166 1.236 

2.936 

        

+61 

 

Germany 43,938 +6,615 267 5,673 37,998 23 524 

2.791 

           

Iran 29.406 +2,389 2,234 +157 10,457 16,715 2.746 350 

2,510 France 29,155 +3,922 1,696 +366 4,948 22,511 3,375 447 

2,455 Switzerland 11,811 +914 192 

 

131 11,488 141 1.365 +39 

2,391 UK 11.658 +2,129 578 +115 135 10,945 163 172 

 

S. Korea 9,241 +104 131 +5 4,144 4,966 59 180 
2,222 

          

Netherlands 7,431 +1,019 434 +78 3 6,994 761 434 
1.671 

          

Austria 6,909 +1,321 49 +18 112 6,748 96 767 

1,587 

         

442 

 

Belgium 6,235 +1,298 220 675 5,340 605 538 

1.557 
Canada 4.043 +634 39 so 228 3,776 120 107 

1,406 Turkey 3,629 +1,196 75 

 

26 3,528 136 43 

1,095 

         

991 

          

Total 

Cases IF 
_ 

New Total 

Cases Deaths 

New York 38,977 +6,011 

New Jersey 8,876 +2,474 

California 4,015 +1,017 

Washington 3,207 +619 

Michigan 2.856 +561 

Illinois 2,538 +673 

Florida 2,484 +507 

Massachusetts 2.417 +579 

Louisiana 2.305 +510 

Pennsylvania 

Georgia 

1.687 

1,643 

+560 

+256 

Texas 1.588 +433 

Colorado 1,430 +344 

Tennessee 1,098 +192 

Connecticut 1.012 +137 

New 

Deaths 
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Daily New Cases in the United States 
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Daily New Cases in Italy 
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\-fǸ \-1. 
0'. c, • c, 

 N N. 
-:.‘' 

\.' l 2, -IL• l'  



Mark Meadows 

WH Press 

Joe Grogan 

Katie Miller 

Marc Short 

Dr. Stephen Hahn 

Dr. Anthony Fauci 

Amb. Debi Birx, M.D. 

(b)(6) 

] 

Kellyanne Conway 

Stephen Miller 

S
M
O
O
N
U
N

-
I
S
W
I
A
 

Pat Cipollone 

Russ Vought 

WHSR JFK Conference Room (West Wing) DATE: 27 MAR 2020TIME: 1500 EST Table: 13Sic 

SOUTH 

VTC PARTICIPANTS 

Dr. Jerome Adams 

1

 

r 
Dr. Bob Redfield 

A/S Chad Wolf 

Vice President 

NORTH 

(b)(6) 

Hope Hicks 



(b)(6) 

Kristan Nevins 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

WHSR EXEC OVER FLOWDATE: 27 MAR 2020TIME: 1500 EST 

VTC PARTICIPANTS 

(b)(6)  

(b)(6) 

Pat Philbin 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Brian Harrison 

(b)(6) R 
ADVISOR/OVP 



(b)(6) 

LTG Keith Kellogg 

(b)(6) 

Derek Kan 

b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

WH Press 

WHSR SMS Large Conference Room (EEOB 374)DATE: 27 MAR 2020TIME: 1500 EST Table: 13Sic 

SOUTH 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

VTC PARTICIPANTS 

NORTH 

cn 
Ui 

W
E
S
T
-
W
I
N
D
O
W
S
 

CAO: 12 SEP 18 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NGTON 

WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE AGENDA 
Friday, March 27, 2020 

3:00pm EST 

I. Opening Remarks — Vice President Pence 

- Dr. Debi Birx, M.D. 
(b)(5) 

    

(b)(5) 

  

Eric Ueland 

IV. 

 

dmiral Giroir (HHS) (b)(5) 

V 

  

- Administrator Pete Gaynor (FEMA) & Admiral John 
(b)(5) 

Polowczyk (FEMA) 

(b)(5) 

0 

VI. 
(b)(5) 

Dr. Stephen Hahn, 

Commissioner (FDA) 

(b)(5) 

VII. Concluding Remarks — Vice President Pence 



From: (b)(6) DP/OVP 

Sent: Fri, 27 Mar 2020 18:01:35 +0000 

To: randal@mail.house.gov;Grogan, Joseph J. 
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Cc: (b)(6) EOP/OVP;Cipollone, Pat A. EOP/WHO 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] White House Coronavirus Task Force Meeting 

Attachments: Taskforce27Mar.ppt, 03.27.2020 WH Coronavirus Task Force Agenda v.3.docx, 

WH Coronavirus Task Force Seating Chart 3.27.20 1500.pptx 

Importance: High 

All - 



Please see the updated materials attached for this afternoon's White House Coronavirus Task 
Force Meeting at 3:00pm. 

Thank you, 

b)(6) 

 

perations oordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The Office of the Vice President 
(202) 881 



COVI D-19 
Data as of March 26, 2020 



Cumulative confirmed cases, top 10 counties 

Counties 

Bergen, NJ Cook, IL r King, WA el Nassau, NY III New York, NY 'Orleans, LA 111 Suffolk, NY •Wayne, MI lWestchesterNY 

I—  Rockland' NY (highest % growth rate) 



Thu12 I Fri 13 Sat 14 Tua 17 Fri 20 5t21 Tie 24 Sun 15 Thu19 Sun 22 Mon 16 Mon 23 Wed 25 Wed 18 

4,c 

3,000 

re 

45 2,000 

1,000 

NEP 

M=' 

March 2020 

Cumulative confirmed cases, top 10 counties, excluding New York City 

Critntin 

• Bergen, NJ U cook, IL 1111 King, WA III Los Angeles, CA I Nassau, NY I  Orleans, LA II Suffolk, NY "Wayne, MI OWestch ester, NY 

— Rockland ' NY (highest % growth rate) 



Cumulative confirmed cases per 100,000 people, top 10 counties 

0 

400 - 
a) 
ct. 

ca 
a. 

300 

w  200 - ct. 
U1 
CD 

co 

.48 100 

Thu 12 Fri 13 Sat 14 Sun 15 Mon 16 Tue 17 Wed 18 Thu19 Fri 20 Sat 21 Sun 22 Mon 23 Tue 24 Wed 25 

March 2020 

Counties 

11 Bergen, NJ II Cook, IL el King, WA U Nassau, NY U New York, NY el Orleans, LA II Suffolk, NY el Wayne, MI U Westchester, NY 

U Rockland, NY (highest % growth rate) 



Cumulative confirmed cases in New York state, top 20 counties 
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