Bridge Housing Guidance

[bookmark: _GoBack]Bridge Housing- Transitional housing used as a short-term stay when a Veteran has been offered and accepted a permanent housing intervention (e.g., SSVF, HUD-VASH, Housing Coalition/CoC) but, is not able to immediately enter the permanent housing.  Generally provided for up to 90 days.  Goals in the Individual Service Plan (ISP) should be very short-term with the focus on a move to permanent housing..
In order to be successful in Bridge Housing, certain criteria should be met:
1. The Veteran needs a permanent housing plan.  At the time of admission there should be a reasonable expectation that the veteran will move into permanent housing in within 90 days.  Veterans may have or are in the process of obtaining a HUD-VASH voucher; they may have permanent housing located but need assistance or extra time before they move in; they may be able to regain their permanent housing after resolving short-term issues (such as in the case where a veteran is asked to leave his family’s home).
1. Collaboration with other resources (SSVF, HUD-VASH, local Housing Coalitions/CoC).  As part of the permanent housing plan, veterans in Bridge Housing should have the resources available to help them move into permanent housing quickly, such as SSVF, HUD-VASH or some other resource.
1. Lower Barriers/Expectations.  Given the short time-frame of Bridge Housing, there should be an expectation that veterans in this ‘track’ will not complete many parts of the GPD program.  Goals in the ISP should be very short-term with the focus on the move to permanent housing, rather than the completion of treatment goals.  Many veterans in this track may also have unresolved MH or substance abuse issues that might keep them from participating in a traditional GPD program.

