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Background 
Criminal Justice Involvement (CJI) among Veterans is an important social, health and 
legal issue that has not been adequately researched. As a result, the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA), along with various Federal and non-Federal entities, have 
developed a range of programs and services to serve Veterans along the continuum of 
CJI. However, a research agenda, which guides and prioritizes research domains, does 
not exist.  

VA’s National Center on Homelessness among Veterans (NCHAV) partnered with the 
Department of Veterans Affairs Veterans Justice Programs (VJP) to formulate a 
research agenda for CJI among Veterans. The development of this research agenda is 
based on feedback obtained from their three invite-only listening sessions that were 
held from July to August 2022. A total of 149 individuals were invited, including Federal 
and state agencies that work on CJI issues among Veterans, researchers who had 
received Federal grants and/or published peer-reviewed research on the topic or known 
subject matter experts in the field. 
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The first session focused on jail diversion and treatment courts for Veterans (63 
attendees); the second session focused on post-incarceration and community re-entry 
for Veterans (45 attendees); and the third session focused on special topics and 
subgroups (40 attendees). 

Each listening session was conducted virtually by videoconference and lasted 
approximately 90 minutes. For each listening session, a subject matter expert presented 
a brief 10-minute overview of the state of research for that listening session’s focus 
topic. The remainder of the session was open to participants’ comments, questions and 
sharing of information.  

The listening sessions were aligned with both NCHAV’s mission to foster research on 
topics related to homelessness among Veterans and a VJP strategic objective focused 
on research related to justice-involved Veterans.  

New Information Provided by this Study 
Methods 
Content from all three listening sessions was synthesized to generate a preliminary list 
of proposed research priorities. During the process of synthesizing the content, major 
domains emerged. The Delphi method was used to develop consensus on key items to 
be included in a final research agenda. Following the iterative process of the Delphi 
method, two rounds of ratings were conducted.  

Recommended Research Agenda 
The final research agenda contains 22 items covering Epidemiology and Knowledge of 
the Population (5 items); Treatment and Services (8 items); Systems and Systems 
Interface (3 items); Methodology and Research Resources (4 items); and Policies (2 
items). 

Items that were not retained in the final research agenda may still be important and 
deserve consideration in the field. These additional items are noted in the final report. 

To view the final report, “A Research Agenda for Criminal Justice Involvement among 
Veterans”, click on the following link: A Research Agenda for Criminal Justice 
Involvement among Veterans. 

https://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/nchav/docs/HVOSC-405_Research_Agenda_for_CJI_among_Veterans_508c.pdf
https://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/nchav/docs/HVOSC-405_Research_Agenda_for_CJI_among_Veterans_508c.pdf
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