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In response to the affordable housing crisis, the Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF) Program Office pursued promising practices in a new type of rental subsidy arrangement, known as a shallow subsidy. A shallow subsidy offers more modest rental support over a longer time-period than traditional rapid re-housing. In 2019, SSVF began a Shallow Subsidy initiative to review the potential of this housing intervention. 

Description of SSVF Shallow Subsidy

Shallow subsidies provides rental assistance to very low-income Veteran households, with incomes under 50% AMI, who are enrolled in SSVF's Rapid Rehousing or Homeless Prevention services. It is likely that most participants will have already received rental assistance via traditional SSVF services (this is not a requirement), but remain rent-burdened and require the longer-term, assistance to maintain permanent housing. Under the SSVF Shallow Subsidy initiative, SSVF grantees provide rental assistance payments directly to landlords on behalf of the Veteran household for up to two years. SSVF staff also offer limited case management services, which may be increased if a crisis or unanticipated need arises, to assist Veteran households in maintaining their housing stability. 

For SSVF's Shallow Subsidy initiative, the maximum amount of rental subsidy that can be provided on behalf of the Veteran household is limited to 35% of the HUD FMR, and during the duration of the COVID-19 health emergency, the subsidy may be based on actual rent (must meet rent reasonableness), whichever is higher. This amount of subsidy is intended to provide a significant level of support, but distinct from other rental subsidies provided by HUD-VASH or the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher programs, which pay higher portions of assistance toward rent. This subsidy does not decrease for the entire 2-year period regardless of changes in household income to incentive income growth. SSVF is partnering with DOL’s Homeless Veterans Reintegration Program, a Veteran specific employment and training program, co-enrolling and coordinating care to participants so that they may reach economic self-sufficiency by the end of the 2-year rental subsidy. SSVF has committed over $65 million in non-recurring awards to support shallow subsidies through FY 2022.
Eligible Geographic Areas to be Served

SSVF will publish the list of communities that are eligible to use the shallow subsidy annually through a NOFA or an announcement published in the Federal Register. The Shallow Subsidy initiative are currently offered in the following counties:

[bookmark: _Hlk41375782]California:  Los Angeles, San Francisco, Alameda, San Diego, Santa Clara, Contra Costa, Kern, Imperial, San Bernardino, Riverside, Orange, Marin, Sacramento, Solano, Santa Cruz, Ventura, Amador, San Joaquin, Kings/Tulare, and San Mateo 
Washington:  King 
Hawaii:  Honolulu
Illinois:  Cook
New York:  New York, Bronx, Queens, Kings, and Richmond
District of Columbia: District of Columbia

For more information on SSVF or the SSVF Shallow Subsidy initiative please visit our website at: www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf/index.asp.
