
MEMORAND UM OF UNDERSTANDING 


Th e follow ing constitutes a Memorandum of Understa nding (MOU) between the Department o f 

Veteran s Affairs (VA), Veterans Health Administration (VHA j, and the National Assoc iat ion of 

Government Employees (NAGE ) concerning VH1\ Handbook 1605.1, Privacy and Release of 

informa tion . 

1. 	 Consistent with Arti cle 19 of the VA/Nf\GE Master Agreen1ent, training shall be on duty 

time and ma nagement will make schedu:e adju stments to accommodate and 

employee's training progrcim . 

2. 	 Concern s o r in formation regarding VHA Handbook 1605.l from bargaining unit 

em ployees 1..vill be responded to bv DepJrtment off1ciJls within a reasonable t imefrarne 

3. 	 NAGE Locals may rc:!ciuest w baq1.ain on ·he local implementation of VHA Handbook 

1605. l. Barga ining w il l be subiec t to .4rticle 10 or Successor Agreemen t. 

4. 	 The monitor ing of VA employees will meet ?.I I federa l pr ivacy requirernents and will be 

in accordance w ith Laws an d regul;:it1onc 

5 	 VA shall only disclose employee information in accordance w ith the Pr ivacy Act , 38 USC 

5701, 5705 and 7332, th e Health Insurance Portabi lity and Accountabi lity Act (H IPPA), 

and other app iicablc federal privacy law.., , rules and regulation~ . 

6. 	 VA employees will not be hara<;sed or re prised against for being a Vl/ h1stleblower. 

7. 	 Access to Veteran and/or bargaining unit employee records or files wi ll be in accordance 

with Articl e 42 o f the fvla ~ter Agreement 

8. 	 The Privacy Officer or Information Securi ty Officer wil l provide employees upon request 

any and al l information perta ining to ind ividuals acce '>s1ng thei r health record s file. 

9 	 A signed copy of t his MOU shall be post ed on the Office of Labor Management Rela tions 

website within 10 calendar day~ of signing thi s ilgreement. 

10. NAGE National and the Local Union Pres1cients shall be provided a copy of t his MOU 

within 10 days of signing this agreemen:. 
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