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“Advancing Care in Veterans with Multiple Sclerosis” 
 Directors and Coordinators Meeting 

Sheraton Baltimore City Center Hotel 
Baltimore, MD 

September 19-21, 2010 

 
Sunday, September 19, 2010 

 
4:00 – 6:00 pm Research Advisory Committee Discussion 

Walter Royal, MD 
Associate Director, Research and Development – MSCoE 

Baltimore, MD 

  

6:00 - 8:30 pm Registration 
Welcome Reception 

6:00 – 6:45 pm Welcome and Hub Site Introductions 
Christopher Bever, MD, MBA 

Director, MSCoE  
Baltimore, MD 

6:45 – 7:30 pm  
John F. Kurtzke, MD 

Video Interview 

7:30 - 8:15 pm MSCoE Updates: 
Clinical Data Surveillance Tool Update 

Mitchell Wallin, MD, MPH 
Associate Director, Clinical Care-MSCoE 

Washington, DC 
 

Joel Culpepper, PhD 
Associate Director, Epidemiology-MSCoE 

Baltimore, MD 
 

VA Longitudinal Study of MS (VALOMS) 
Walter Royal, MD 

8:15 – 8:30 pm Wrap Up 
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Monday, September 20, 2010 
 

7:30 – 8:00 am Continental Breakfast/Registration 

8:00 – 8:05 am Welcome and Introduction 
Christopher Bever, MD, MBA 

8:05 – 8:50 am Vitamin D and MS 
Walter Royal, MD 

8:50 – 9:20 am Vitamin D: Intake and MS, Ultraviolet Radiation 
Joel Culpepper, PhD 

Associate Director, Epidemiology - MSCoE 
Baltimore, MD 

9:20 – 10:05 am Vitamin D: Bone Health and Beyond 
Elizabeth A. Streeten, MD 

Associate Professor of Medicine 
Division of Endocrinology, Diabetes & Nutrition 

University of Maryland School of Medicine 
Baltimore, MD 

10:05 – 10:20 am Exhibits and Break 
 

10:20 – 11:20 am “Complications of Chronic Chemotherapy: 
An Oncologist’s Perspective” 

Tim Gilligan, MD 
Taussig Cancer Institute 

Cleveland Clinic 
Cleveland, OH 

11:20 – 11:50 am New Oral Therapies:    Fingolimod & Laquinomide 
Benjamin Segal, MD 

MS Hub Site Director VAMC 
Ann Arbor, MI 

11:50 am – 12:20 
pm 

New Oral Therapies:                 Cladrabine 
William Tyor, MD 

MS Hub Site Director VAMC 
Decatur, GA 

12:20 – 12:50 pm Panel:                   Monitoring for Onocologic Complications  

Moderator:        Kathy Tortorice, Pharm.D, BCPS 

Michael Levin, MD                                Edward Daly, MD 

Micheline McCarthy, MD                     Heidi Maloni, PhD, ANP-BC 

Pamela Holt, RN                                     Deborah Downey, NP 
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Monday, September 20, 2010 (con’t)  
 

12:50 – 1:50 pm  Lunch 
1:50 – 2:50 pm Clinical Development of Dalfampridine 

Andrew Goodman, MD 
Professor of Neurology 
University of Rochester 

Rochester, NY 

2:50 – 3:20 pm Structure & Function of Potassium Channels/ Blockers  
Susan Judge, PhD 

Assistant Professor of Neurology 
University of Maryland 

Baltimore, MD 

3:20 – 3:50 pm Immunologic Aspects of Potassium Channels  
Horea Rus, MD 

Assistant Professor of Department of Neurology and Pathology 
University of Maryland 

Baltimore, MD 

3:50 – 4:05 pm Break 
4:05 – 4:35 pm  

Pharmacy Benefits  and Systems for Monitoring 
Kathy Tortorice, Pharm.D, BCPS 

Clinical Pharmacy Specialist 
VAMC 

Hines, IL 

4:35 – 5:05 pm Panel: Indications for Use & Monitoring Side Effects of New Therapies 
 

Moderator:        Kathy Tortorice, Pharm.D, BCPS 
 
Michael Schwartz, MD                                  Jodie Haselkorn, MD 

Jong-Char Shieh, MD                                      Judith Gilman, MSN 

Carol Gill, MD                                                   John Rinker, MD 

5:05 – 5:10 pm Wrap Up 
 

7:00 pm Dinner  
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Tuesday, September 21, 2010 
 

 8:30 – 8:35 am Introduction of Speakers 
Christopher Bever, MD, MBA 

8:35 – 9:35 am Rajiv Jain, MD (TBC) 
Acting Chief Consultant, Specialty Care Services 

VA Central Office 
Washington, DC 

9:35 – 10:05 am Robert Ruff, MD 
National Director, Neurology Services 

VA Central Office 
Washington, DC 

10:05 – 10:20 am Break 
 

10:20 – 11:35 am 
 

Breakouts 
Physicians, Psychologists, Physician 

Assistants 
FACILITATOR:  

Mitchell Wallin, MD, MPH 

Nurses and Allied Health Professionals 
FACILITATOR: 

Heidi Maloni, PhD, ANP-BC 

Clinical Care Aspects: 
Patient Centered Medical Home 

Practical Aspects of Dalfampridine 
Kerry Naughton, NP 

Research Opportunities 
Clinical Trials 

Epidemiology Updates 

Veteran Community Outreach 
Lisa Mitchell, RN 

Margaret Kazmierski, LSWC 

Discussion Discussion 

 

11:35 am – 12:35 pm Lunch 
12:35 – 1:35 pm General Session: Action Plan for Handbook Implementation 

Panel 
Robert Ruff, MD                                         Mitchell Wallin, MD, MPH 

Heidi Maloni, PhD, ANP-BC                 Christopher Bever, MD, MBA  

1:35  - 1:45 pm Wrap up/Depart 
 


