
April 4, 2017 

David J. Shulkin, MD 
The Secretary of Veterans Affairs Washington 
David.Shulkin@va gov 
Karen Sanders, MD 
Karen.Sanders@va.gov 

Re: Letter of Support for Ralph M. Schapira, MD 
Dear Dr. Shulkin, 

As Dean of Tulane University School of Medicine, and Dean of LSUHSC School of Medicine, we would like to 
express our enthusiasm for the support of Dr. Ralph Schapira to be included on the Internal Field Advisory 
Committee. Dr. Schapira would provide experience and be an excellent resource regarding academic partnerships 
between the Department of Veterans Affairs and its Medical School affiliates. 

Dr. Schapira joined the New Orleans VAMC as Chief of Staff in June 2 015. He was given appointments at 
both the LSU and Tulane Schools of Medicine, He serves as the Associate Dean for the VA Affairs at both medical 
schools. Dr. Schapira was the Chief of Staff at the Philadelphia VAMC and Professor of Clinical Medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine prior to coming to New Orleans. He came to Philadelphia 
from Wisconsin, where he was the Medical Service Chief at the Milwaukee VAMC and Professor of Medicine at the 
Medical College of Wisconsin. His experience at three VAMCs with important medical school affiliations provided 
him a wealth of expertise in academic medicine in general and VAMC medical school affiliations in particular, both 
of which have allowed him to create constructive relationships with Tulane and LSU. 

Dr. Schapira has a clear commitment to the clinical, educational and research missions of the VAMC and in 
engaging both medical schools to partner with the VAMC in a way that has provided significant benefits. He has 
reconstituted an Affiliation Partnership Council in a way to be welcoming and open to both medical school partners. 
He has also reached out to the other academic institutions within Tulane and LSU (Schools of Dentistry and Public 
Health). He has worked with the Office of Academic Affiliations to provide support for a growing number of GME 
programs which will benefit the greater New Orleans community, as well as the VA and its medical school affiliates. 

In looking to the future, Dr. Schapira is exploring ways to develop a biomedical research program and 
capitalize on the strengths of both Tulane and LSU. He has partnered with both schools to co-recruit faculty 
physicians to work at the VAMC. He has added leaders which have greatly enhanced GME and medical student 
programs. 

Dr. Schapira understands the VA administrative requirements in a way that requires accountability that is 
consistent with VA expectations, but maintains flexibility for staff physicians. W e have enjoyed getting to know and 
working with Dr. Schapira and highly recommend him for membership of the Internal Field Advisory Committee. 

Sincerely yours, 

L. Lee Hamm III, MD, FACP  
Senior Vice President & Dean, Tulane University SOM  
Jam es R. Doty Distinguished Professor and Chair 

S teve N elson, M D, CM, FA C P , FC C P  
Dean, LSU HSC SOM  
John H. Seabury Professor of Medicine 
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