
PA UL E .  KLOT MAN,  M. D.   
P R E S I D E N T  A N D  C E O   

April 5, 2017  

David J. Shulkin, M.D.  
Secretary of Veteran Affairs 
810 Vermont Avenue NW 
Washington DC 20420 Attn: 
Karen M. Sanders, M.D.  

Dear Dr. Shulkin:  

It is my honor to nominate Dr. Jagadeesh Kalavar, Chief of Staff of the Michael E. DeBakey 
VA Medical Center (MEDVAMC), to serve on the VA’s Internal Field Advisory Committee 
designed to assist with academic relationships. As you may know, when Dr. Michael E. DeBakey 
returned from World War II, he started the first program of affiliating VAMCs with Academic 
Medical Centers. The first place this affiliation happened was at Baylor College of Medicine 
(Baylor) and the Houston VAMC, now renamed the Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center. 
Throughout his career Dr. DeBakey worked tirelessly to assure that Veterans in Houston and the 
surrounding area were provided outstanding healthcare at this VA. He also believed that the VA 
environment provided tremendous teaching opportunities for young physicians. As someone who 
trained and worked in a VA hospital, I agree that some of the very best physicians today trained in 
VA facilities.  

The MEDVAMC operates one of the largest Office of Academic Affiliations residency 
programs in the entire VA at nearly 280 resident slots. In addition, the MEDVAMC has developed 
new Chief Residents for Quality and Patient Safety programs in both Medicine and Surgery to better 
serve Veterans with care that is both high quality and safe. This has been an excellent learning 
opportunity for our high achieving trainees. The MEDVAMC and Baylor also work together to help 
implement provider agreements and various other contracts, such as transplant services, to best 
serve our Nation’s heroes.  

Baylor is one of the nation’s top medical schools and is ranked 21st in research intensive 
schools and 8th in primary care by U.S. News & World Report. Our partnership with the 
MEDVAMC, the second most complex VAMC in the entire VA system, assures that our 
institutions collectively provide the very best care to Veterans. Dr. Kalavar, who is also an 
Associate Professor in Baylor’s Department of Medicine, is an outstanding leader who is committed 
to the success of our joint programs.  

Since becoming the Chief of Staff in April 2009, Dr. Kalavar has overseen many Medical 
Center programmatic and SAIL improvements showing the MEDVAMC as one of the flagship 
Medical Centers in the VA system. Our affiliation began in 1949 and since the beginning the 
MEDVAMC and Baylor have held regularly scheduled Deans Committee meetings so that the 
leadership teams can routinely meet and discuss collaborative efforts in  
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taking care of Veterans though expertly managed resident and fellow teaching programs. In addition. 
Dr. Kalavar serves as a member of Baylor’s Academic Council, the governing body of the institution, 
and he is a dedicated visionary in advancing mutual endeavors.  

It is for these reasons that I highly recomended Dr. Jagadeesh Kalavar to this important VA s Internal 
Field Advisory Committee. Should you have any additional questions or concerns you may reach me 
at 713-798-4500.  

Sincerely,  

Paul Klotman, M.D.  


