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What is NRAC
· Creation of the FACA committee
· Constituent members (academic-based researchers; schools of medicine and public health;  health care organizations like AMA;  DoD representative, non-profit foundation; veterans)  
Why collaborate with Academic Affiliations
· Academic missions of VA—Education and Research
· Continuity of NRAC and Academic Affiliations RAC
Recent requests to NRAC from VA
· Status of technology transfer in VA
· Status and disposition of the Air Force Health Study AFHS and the biorepository materials
· Million Veteran Program; Cancer “Moonshot”
· Veteran suicides
Current collaborators
· Academic Affiliates 
· Other executive departments in government like DoD and DOE
· Private public partnerships (includes Non profit foundations)
ORD Strategic planning (priorities)
· Modernizing systems
· Improving timeliness of services (reviews, IRB’s)
· Focus resources efficiently
· Greater choice for veterans
· Suicide prevention
Recent research areas of focus
· Suicide prevention
· Service related illness (TBI, SCI, casualty care, other)
· Technology transfer
· Million Veteran Program (MVP)
Recurring challenges
· Academic affiliations
· Non-profit foundations
· Personnel recruiting—hiring research technicians and staff
· Capital needs
· Physical infrastructure, Space, equipment
· Wet labs, Bio-safety labs, big data—access and management
· Personnel
· Recruitment and retention of clinically active investigators
· From proportions in the 70’s% to now about 50%
· Data sharing and collaboration
· Contracting process
· Communications strategies
· Internal stakeholders (inside Department e.g., USH, SECVA, ACOS-R, others)
· External stakeholders (e.g., VSO, Congress, Academic Affiliates)
· Budget and funding 
· Adequate funding and shortfalls (MVP)
· Resource allocation between investigator and system generated research ideas/needs


