Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[March 2000]

· Eligibility Reporting Requirements - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on March 30, 2000, to amend VA’s adjudication regulations concerning eligibility verification reports (EVRs) for recipients of pension under programs in effect prior to January 1, 1979. The amendment reduces the number of circumstances under which VA requires such pensioners to furnish annual EVRs. The intended effect of this amendment is to reduce the reporting burden on these beneficiaries, reduce the workload at VA regional offices, and enable VA to use its resources more effectively.

Effective date: March 30, 2000.  

Contact: Don England, Chief, Regulations Staff, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7210. 
· Special Medical Advisory Group, Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on March 27, 2000, that the Special Medical Advisory Group will meet on April 5, 2000, in Room 230, at the VA Headquarters, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC. The agenda for the meeting will include discussion of Patient Safety Program, Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services (CARES) Program, VISN 12 Options Study, National Formulary Process, Office of Research Compliance and Assurance, and an update on the service line implementation.

Contact: Celestine Brockington, Office of the Under Secretary for Health, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-5878. 
· Advisory Committee on Cemeteries and Memorials, Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on March 27, 2000, that the Advisory Committee on Cemeteries and Memorials will meet on May 3 - 4, 2000, at the Arlington Hilton and Towers, Gallery Ballroom, 950 North Stafford Street, Arlington, VA.  The Committee will be updated on National Cemetery Administration (NCA) issues, including state cemetery grants program, cemetery construction, budget and legislation, military funeral honors and DOD Military Honors Legislation.  

Contact: Paige Lowther, National Cemetery Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-5164. 
· Appeals Regulations and Rules of Practice--Case Docketing - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on March 17, to update the Board of Veterans' Appeals’ procedures to reflect changes made by section 1003 of the Veterans Programs Enhancement Act of 1998 and to reflect the change in the name of the United States Court of Veterans Appeals to the United States Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims.  
· Effective date: March 17, 2000.  
· Applicability Date: November 10, 1998, except for Sections 20.609(i), 20.714(a)(5), 20.717(b), and 20.900(d) which are applicable March 1, 1999.
· Contact: Steven L. Keller, Senior Deputy Vice Chairman, Board of Veterans' Appeals, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 565-5978. 

· Advisory Committee on Women Veterans, Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on March 17, 2000, that the Advisory Committee on Women Veterans will meet on March 21-23, 2000, in Room 230, at the VA Headquarters, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC. The purpose of the Committee is to advise the Secretary of Veterans Affairs regarding the needs of women veterans with respect to health care, rehabilitation, compensation, outreach, and other programs and activities administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs designed to meet such needs. The Committee will make recommendations to the Secretary regarding such activities.
Contact: Maryanne Carson, Department of Veterans Affairs, Center for Women Veterans, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-6193. 
· Veterans’ Advisory Committee on Education, Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on March 17, 2000, that the Veterans' Advisory Committee on Education will meet on April 3 - April 4, 2000,  at the offices of Servicemembers Opportunity Colleges, 1307 New York Avenue, Washington, DC, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Monday, April 3, and from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Tuesday, April 4.  The focus of this meeting will be ``Partnership for Veterans' Education'', increasing GI Bill benefits for the 21st century, and increasing the access to Department of Veteran Affairs Regional Processing Offices by colleges.
Contact:   Bill Susling, Education Policy and Program Administration, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187. 
· Appointments of Persons With Psychiatric Disabilities - The Office of Personnel Management (OPM) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on March 17, 2000, to create a new Governmentwide excepted appointing authority, with noncompetitive conversion to the competitive service for persons with psychiatric disabilities.

· OPM Comments deadline: May 16, 2000.  
· OPM Address: Mary Lou Lindholm, Associate Director for Employment, Office of Personnel Management, Room 6500, 1900 E Street, NW, Washington, DC 20415-9000.  
· OPM Contact: John Riedel-Alvarez or Paul Robinson; telephone:  (202) 606-1059, TTY:   (202) 606-0023, or facsimile:  (202) 606-0927. 

· Veterans Education: Increased Allowances for the Educational Assistance Test Program - The Department of Defense (DoD) and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on March 14, regarding the rates of subsistence allowance and educational assistance payable under the Educational Assistance Test Program. After consultation with the Department of Education, the Department of Defense has concluded that the rates for the 1999-2000 academic year should be increased by 4% over the rates payable for the 1998-99 academic year. The regulations dealing with these rates are amended accordingly.
Effective date: March 14, 2000.  

Contact: William G. Susling, Jr., Education Advisor, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187. 

· Revised Criteria for Monetary Allowance for an Individual Born with Spina Bifida Whose Biological Father or Mother is a Vietnam Veteran - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on March 13, 2000, to amend the evaluation criteria that VA uses to determine the amount of the monthly monetary allowance that it pays to an individual born with spina bifida whose biological father or mother is a Vietnam veteran. The intended effect of this proposed amendment is to clarify the criteria to ensure that they are applied consistently and to add a provision allowing the Director of the Compensation and Pension Service to adjust the payment level for individuals with disabling impairments due to spina bifida that are not addressed in the evaluation criteria.

Comments Deadline: May 12, 2000.  
Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420; fax: (202) 273-9289; e-mail: OGCRegulations@mail.va.gov. Comments should indicate that they are in response to ``RIN 2900-AJ51.''

Contact: Caroll McBrine, M.D., Consultant, Policy and Regulations Staff (211B), Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7230. 

· Meeting To Discuss the Future of the Office of the Special Assistant for Gulf War Illnesses (OSAGWI) - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on March 10, 2000, that the Special Oversight Board for Department of Defense Investigations of Gulf War Chemical and Biological Incidents, Department of Defense will conduct a public meeting to obtain information from veterans service organizations and the Departments of Defense, Veterans Affairs, and Health and Human Services regarding the design of a successor organization to OSAGWI.
· Scientific Review and Evaluation Board for Health Services Research and Development Service, Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on March 9, 2000, that a meeting of the Scientific Review and Evaluation Board for Health Services Research and Development Service will be held at the New Otani Hotel and Garden, 120 South Los Angeles Street, Los Angeles, CA, June 21 - 24, 2000. The meeting is to review research and development applications concerned with the measurement and evaluation of health care services and with testing new methods of health care delivery and management. Applications are reviewed for scientific and technical merit. Recommendations regarding funding are prepared for the Chief Research and Development Officer.

Contact: Assistant Director, Scientific Review (124F), Health Services Research and Development Service, Department of Veterans Affairs, 1400 I Street, NW, Suite 780, Washington, DC; telephone:  (202) 408-3665. 

· Medical Research Service Merit Review Committee, Notice of Meetings - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on March 9, 2000, that a number of Medical Research Service Merit Review Subcommittees will meet in Washington, DC during 2000:  

· Aging and Clinical Geriatrics - March 20, 2000;

· Surgery - March 20, 2000; 

· Nephrology - March 22, 2000; 

· Neurobiology-C - March 23, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central

· Respiration - March 27, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central

· Oncology -   March 27-28, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central

· Cardiovascular Studies - March 31, 2000; 

· Immunology - April 3-4, 2000; 

· Hematology - April 6, 2000; 

· Neurobiology-D - April 6-7, 2000; 

· Epidemiology - April 10, 2000; 

· Gastroenterology - April 10-11, 2000; 

· General Medical Science - April 13-14, 2000;  Central

· Mental Hlth & Behavioral Sciences - April 13-14, 2000; 

· Endocrinology - April 17-18, 2000;

· Infectious Diseases - April 17-18, 2000;

· Alcohol and Drug Dependence - April 18, 2000; 

· Medical Research Service Merit Review Committee - June 1, 2000.

Contact: Dr. LeRoy Frey, Chief, Program Review Division, Medical Research Service, Department of Veterans Affairs, 1400 I Street, NW, Suite 780, Washington, DC; telephone:  (202) 408-3630. 

· Child; Educational Institution - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on March 8, 2000, to amend VA’s adjudication regulations concerning the definition of a child for purposes of establishing entitlement to additional monetary benefits for a dependent. The amendments are necessary to clarify the definition of a child for VA purposes and to bring the regulations into conformance with the governing statutes as interpreted by VA's General Counsel.

Effective date: March 8, 2000.  

Contact: Warren M. Jones, Consultant, Regulations Staff, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7167. 

· Criteria for Approving Flight Courses for Educational Assistance Programs - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on March 8, 2000, amending VA’s educational assistance and educational benefit regulations. The interim final rule revised the criteria to be used in approving flight courses for the education benefits programs VA administers. In large part, those amendments brought the approval criteria into agreement with various provisions of the Veterans' Benefits Improvement Act of 1996 and with the revised regulations of the Federal Aviation Administration. Without the changes made by the interim final rule, VA would not be able to provide educational assistance for veterans to attend affected flight courses. This document makes changes to the interim final rule to clarify certain provisions and to reflect new statutory changes.

Effective date: March 8, 2000.  

Contact: William G. Susling, Jr., Education Advisor, Education Service (225C), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187. 
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