Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[September 1997]

· Enhanced-Use Development at the VAMC, North Little Rock, AR - The Department of Veterans Affairs published a notice in the Federal Register, 29 SE 97, designating the VA Medical Center at North Little Rock, Arkansas, for an Enhanced-Use lease development. The Department intends to enter into a long-term lease of real property with the developer whose proposal will provide the most advantageous combination of services and revenue as consideration to the VA while retaining the therapeutic benefit of golf for patients at no cost to the Department.

Contact: Jacob Gallun, Office of Asset and Enterprise Development (189), Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue NW, Washington, DC, 20420; telephone: (202) 565-4307.

· Spina Bifida - The Department of Veterans Affairs published three final rules in the Federal Register, 30 SE 97, relative to the provision of benefits to certain children of Vietnam veterans with spina bifida:  (1) Monetary Allowance; (2) Health Care; and (3) Vocational Training and Rehabilitation.  

Effective Date: October 1, 1997.  

Contact: 

1. Monetary Allowance:  John Bisset, Jr., Consultant, Regulations Staff, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7230.  

2. Health Care:  Robert De Vesty, Health Systems Specialist, Office of Public Health and Environmental Hazards (13), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington DC, 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8575.

3. Vocational Training and Rehabilitation:  Charles A. Graffam, Veterans Claims Examiner, Vocational Rehabilitation and Counseling Service (28), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7410.

· Collection of Information: Department of Defense M256A1 Outreach - The Department of Defense published a notice in the Federal Register, 24 SE 97, to facilitate the investigation of possible, positive M256A1 chemical warfare agent detections in the Kuwait Theater of Operations. The information will be used to determine which Gulf War units and veterans may have further information about these incidents, discover if there were any other observed detections, contribute to a better understanding of the events during and after the Gulf War, and encourage enrollment in a DoD or VA clinical program. Respondents are Gulf War veterans who are not serving on active duty and whose units were in the vicinity of the detection.  

Contact: Mr. Robert Cushing at OSD/WHS/DIOR, 1215 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 1204, Arlington, VA 22202-4302; fax:  (703) 604-6270; telephone:  (703) 604-4582.

· Computer Matching Program Between the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Internal Revenue Service - The Department of Veterans Affairs published a notice in the Federal Register, 22 SE 97, that the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) propose to conduct a computer matching program to locate taxpayers who owe delinquent debts to the Federal Government as a result of their participation in benefit programs (including health care) administered by VA. Once located, VA will pursue collection of debts through voluntary payments. If such payments are not forthcoming, VA may seek involuntary collection under the provisions of the Debt Collection Act of 1982.  

Effective Date: The matching program is expected to begin on or about October 22, 1997.  

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420.

Contact: Mark Gottsacker, Debt Management Center (389/00A), Department of Veterans Affairs, Bishop Henry Whipple Fed. Bldg., 1 Federal Drive, Ft. Snelling, MN 55111,  (612) 725-1844.

· Meeting: Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners of War - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register, 25 SE 97, that a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners of War will be held at the Department of Veterans Affairs, Employee Education System, Birmingham Center, Suite 500, 950 North 22nd Street, Birmingham, AL 35203, from October 15, through October 17, 1997. Each day the meeting will convene at 9 a.m. and end at 5 p.m. The meeting is open to the public.

Agenda:  The agenda for October 15 will include medical research being done related to former prisoners of war. On October 17, the Acting Under Secretary of Benefits will provide comments to the Committee. 

Contact:  Ms. Kristine Moffitt, Director, Compensation and Pension Service (21), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420. 

· Veterans Education: Reduction in Required Reports - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register, 18 SE 97, to change the nature of the information to be reported by veterans and servicemembers receiving educational assistance under the Montgomery GI Bill--Active Duty program and the number of reports required of educational institutions in which these veterans and servicemembers are enrolled. The intention is to streamline program operations and reduce the information collection burden for this program, while maintaining the program's integrity. 

Comments Deadline: November 17, 1997.

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420.

Contact: June C. Schaeffer, Assistant Director for Policy and Program Administration, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration; telephone:  (202) 273-7187.

· Electronic Funds Transfer - The Department of the Treasury published a proposed rule in the Federal Register, 16 SE 97, to require conversion of all Federal payments (other than IRS) from checks to electronic funds transfer (EFT) in two phases. Phase one began July 26, 1996. All recipients who become eligible to receive Federal payments on or after that date are required to receive such payments by EFT unless the recipient certifies in writing that the recipient does not have either an account with a financial institution or an authorized payment agent.  Phase two begins January 2, 1999. 

Public Hearings: Dallas on October 14, 1997, New York City on October 27, 1997, and Baltimore on October 30, 1997. Requests to speak at one of the three public hearings must be received 14 days before the date of that hearing.

Effective Date: January 1, 1999.  

Comments Deadline: December 16, 1997.

Address: Cynthia L. Johnson, Director, Cash Management Policy and Planning Division, Financial Management Service, U.S. Department of the Treasury, Room 420, 401 14th Street 

S.W., Washington, D.C. 20227. 

Treasury Contact: Robyn Schulhof, Financial Program Specialist:  (202) 874-6754; Diana Shevlin, Financial Program Specialist:  (202) 874-7032; Cynthia L. Johnson, Director, Cash Management Policy and Planning Division:  (202) 874-6590; Sally Phillips, Senior Financial Program Specialist:  (202) 874-6749; Margaret Marquette, Attorney-Advisor:  (202) 219-3320; or Natalie Diana, Attorney-Advisor:  (202) 874-6827.  

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

