Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[August 1998]

· Availability of the Interagency Workgroup Document, A Draft Report on Multiple Chemical Sensitivity (MCS) -  The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published a notice in the Federal Register on August 31, 1998 announcing the availability of the draft document, “A Report on Multiple Chemical Sensitivity (MCS)”, by the Interagency Workgroup on Multiple Chemical Sensitivity. The public is invited to comment on this draft report.  

Because of the concern for the health and well-being of persons with symptoms of MCS, several federal agencies formed a workgroup in 1995 to review pertinent scientific literature, consider recommendations from various expert panels, and develop technical and policy recommendations for consideration. The Interagency Workgroup on Multiple Chemical Sensitivity includes: Department of Defense, Department of Energy, Department of Health and Human Services (Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry), Centers for Disease Control (National Center for Environmental Health) National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences), Department of Veterans Affairs, and the Environmental Protection Agency.

HHS Comments Deadline: October 30, 1998.

HHS Contact: Alice Knox, ATSDR Information Center, 1600 Clifton Road, Mail Stop E57, Atlanta, GA 30333; telephone:  (800) 447-1544.  

· Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Fellowship Program, Fulbright-Hays Faculty Research Abroad Fellowship Program, and Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad Program -  The Department of Education (ED) published a final rule in the Federal Register on August 31, 1998 to amend the regulations governing the Higher Education Programs in Modern Foreign Language Training and Area Studies--Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Fellowship Program, Faculty Research Abroad Fellowship Program, and Group Projects Abroad Program.  

Veteran relevant section:  Section 662.20(d) preserves and clarifies the current position of the Department of Education relating to veteran's preference. These regulations add language to clarify that if two scores are tied and one of the applicants is a veteran, the applicant who is a veteran will receive a preference. 

ED Effective Date: September 30, 1998.

ED Contact: Karla Ver Bryck Block, US Department of Education, 600 Independence Avenue, SW, Suite 600C Portals Building, Washington, DC 20202-5331; telephone: (202) 401-9774.  

· Election of Education Benefits -  The Department of Defense, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), and the Department of Transportation published a final rule in the Federal Register on August 27, 1998 to amend VA’s educational benefits regulations relating to certain elections between benefits. VA has provided by regulation that after a veteran seeks to make an election to have service in the Selected Reserve credited toward payment under the Montgomery GI Bill--Selected Reserve (MGIB-SR) program or under the Montgomery GI Bill--Active Duty (MGIB-AD) program, the election will take effect when the individual has negotiated a check issued under the program elected. In order to adapt the regulations to electronic transfers, election provisions are changed to make the election effective either upon negotiation of a check or electronic receipt of education benefits. VA has provided that an election to receive benefits under Survivors' and Dependents' Educational Assistance (DEA) for a program of education rather than pension, compensation, or Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) will take effect when the individual has commenced a program of education and negotiated a check issued under the program elected. In order to adapt the regulations to electronic transfers, election provisions are changed to require a written election to be submitted and to make the election effective either upon negotiation of a check or electronic receipt of education benefits. 

Effective Date: September 28, 1998.

Contact:  William G. Susling, Jr., Education Adviser, Education Service (225C), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420;  telephone:  (202) 273-7187.

· Public Land Order No. 7359; Transfer of Jurisdiction; Oklahoma -  The Department of Interior’s Bureau of Land Management (BLM) published a notice in the Federal Register on August 27, 1998 to transfer the administrative jurisdiction of 391.27 acres of land withdrawn for use by the military at Fort Sill, Oklahoma from the United States Department of the Army to the United States Department of Veterans Affairs for the construction and operation of a national cemetery. This transfer of jurisdiction is directed by the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1997 (PL 104-201).

BLM Effective Date: Effective Date: August 27, 1998.

BLM Contact: John Ledbetter, BLM Moore Field Office, 221 North Service Road, Moore, Oklahoma 73160-4946; telephone:  (405) 794-9624

· Additional Disability or Death Due to Hospital Care, Medical or Surgical Treatment, Examination, or Training and Rehabilitation Services -  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on August 24, 1998 to amend VA adjudication regulations concerning awards of compensation, or dependency and indemnity compensation, for additional disability or death due to VA hospital care, medical or surgical treatment, examination, or training and rehabilitation services. Under this final rule, benefits are payable for additional disability or death caused by VA hospital care, medical or surgical treatment, or examination only if VA fault or “an event not reasonably foreseeable” proximately caused the disability or death. Benefits are also payable for additional disability or death proximately caused by VA's provision of training and rehabilitation services. This final rule is necessary to reflect Congress' recent amendment of 38 U.S.C. 1151, the statutory authority for such benefits.

Effective Date: Effective Date: October 1, 1997.

Contact: John Bisset, Jr., Consultant, Regulations Staff, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7210.  

· Special Medical Advisory Group - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on August 14, 1998 that a meeting of the Special Medical Advisory Group will be held on September 16, 1998, in Room 830 at VA Central Office, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC. The meeting will convene at 8:30 a.m. and end at about 4:00 p.m. The agenda for the meeting will include discussion of telemedicine, government computerized patient record, quality and safety, long term care and unfunded mandates in a fixed budget.  

Contact: Brenda Goodworth, Office of the Under Secretary for Health, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420;  telephone:  (202) 273-5878.  

· Reduction in Force Service Credit; Retention Records - The Office of Personnel Management (OPM)published a proposed regulation in the Federal Register on August 14, 1998 to cover service credit for retention purposes. These proposed regulations also cover access to retention records by employees and their representatives.  

OPM's retention regulations found in part 351 are published under authority of 5 U.S.C. 3502(a). The statute provides that OPM's reduction in force regulations must give effect to four factors in releasing employees: (1) tenure of employment (i.e., type of appointment); (2) veterans' preference; (3) length of service; and (4) performance ratings.

OPM Comments Deadline: October 13, 1998.

OPM Address: Associate Director for Employment Service, Room 6F08, Office of Personnel Management, Washington, DC 20415.

OPM Contact: Thomas A. Glennon or Jacqui R. Yeatman, Office of Personnel Management, Washington, DC 20415;  telephone:  (202) 606-2329.  

· Veterans’ Advisory Committee on Rehabilitation – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on August 13, 1998 that a meeting of the Veterans’ Advisory Committee on Rehabilitation (VACOR), will be held September 23rd through 25th, 1998, in room 730 at VA Central Office, 810 Vermont Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20420. The purpose of the meeting is to provide the Committee with current information regarding the reorganization of VA's Health and Benefits Administrations, determine how service-delivery changes may potentially impact on the rehabilitation of disabled veterans, and generate change recommendations, if needed, to ensure the effectiveness of the VA's programs of veteran rehabilitation. In addition, the committee will be informed of the new Vocational Rehabilitation and Counseling (VR&C) Quality Assurance Program, outside contracting for rehabilitation services, and review of preliminary findings made by the Commission on Servicemembers and Veterans Transition Assistance.

Contact: Frank J. Donlan, Counseling Psychologist, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420;  telephone:  (202) 273-7436.  

· Verification of Eligibility for Public Benefits – The Department of Justice (DOJ) published a notice in the Federal Register on August 4, 1998 to amend the Immigration and Naturalization Service regulations by establishing a new part requiring certain entities that provide Federal public benefits (with certain exceptions) to verify, by examining alien applicants' evidence of alien registration and by using a Service automated verification system that the applicants are eligible for the benefits under welfare reform legislation.  

Veteran relevant sections:  Section 104.60  Veteran and active duty exception and Section 104.9  Inapplicability to certain programs.

DOJ Comments Deadline: October 5, 1998.  

DOJ Address: Director, Policy Directives and Instructions Branch, Immigration and Naturalization Service, 425 I Street NW., Room 5307, Washington, DC 20536. To ensure proper handling, please reference INS No. 1902-98 on your correspondence. 

DOJ Contact: John E. Nahan, Director, SAVE Branch, Immigration and Naturalization Service, 425 I Street NW., ULLICO Building, 4th Floor, Washington, DC 20536;  telephone:  (202) 514-2317.  

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

