Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[July 1998]

· Payment for Non-VA Physician Services Associated with Either Outpatient or Inpatient Care Provided at Non-VA Facilities -  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on July 23, 1998 to amend VA medical regulations concerning payment for non-VA physician services that are associated with outpatient or inpatient care provided to eligible VA beneficiaries at non-VA facilities. Generally, when a service-specific reimbursement amount has been calculated under Medicare's Participating Physician Fee Schedule, VA would pay the lesser of the actual billed charge or the calculated amount. Also, when an amount has not been calculated or when the services constitute anesthesia services, VA would pay the amount calculated under a 75th percentile formula or, in certain limited circumstances, VA would pay the usual and customary rate. Consistent with statutory requirements, the regulations specify that VA payment constitutes payment in full.

Effective Date: August 24, 1998.  

Contact:  Abby O'Donnell, Health Administration Service (10C3), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8307.

· Schedule for Rating Disabilities: Cold Injuries -  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on July 14, 1998 to amend the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Schedule for Rating Disabilities by revising the provisions governing evaluations for cold injury residuals. The intended effect of this amendment is to provide evaluation criteria based on current medical knowledge about the long-term effects of cold injury that can be applied to any part of the body affected by cold injury.  

Effective Date: August 13, 1998.  

Contact: Caroll McBrine, M.D., Consultant, Regulations Staff (211B), Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7230.

· Provision of Drugs and Medicines to Certain Veterans in State Homes -  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published an interim final rule in the Federal Register on July 14, 1998 to amend the “Medical” regulations concerning the provision of drugs and medicines prescribed by non-VA physicians for certain veterans who are permanently housebound or in need of regular aid and attendance. The regulations are amended to allow prescriptions to be filled by non-VA pharmacies in state homes under contract with VA for filling prescriptions for patients in state homes.   

Effective Date: July 14, 1998.  

Comments Deadline: September 14, 1998.  

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to “RIN: 2900-AJ34.”

Contact:  Jeff Ramirez, Pharmacy Service (119), Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8428.

· Privacy Act of 1974, Addition of Routine Use to Three Systems of Records -  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on July 14, 1998 that the VA proposes to add a routine use to three existing systems of records:  the Veterans Appellate Records System, the Representatives' Fee Agreement Records System, and the Compensation, Pension, Education and Rehabilitation Records.  This routine use would permit VA to disclose information to former representatives to the extent necessary to develop and adjudicate a claim for payment of attorney fees from past-due benefits or to review a fee agreement. VA would not be permitted to release a beneficiary's address under this routine use.

Effective Date: August 14, 1998.  

Comments Deadline:  August 13, 1998.  

Address:  Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420.  

Contact: Thomas D. Roberts, Deputy Chief Counsel, Board of Veterans' Appeals (01C3), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 565-5978.

· Enrollment--Provision of Hospital and Outpatient Care to Veterans - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on July 10, 1998 to implement a national enrollment system to manage the delivery of healthcare services, pursuant to the Veterans' Health Care Eligibility Reform Act of 1996. Starting October 1, 1998, most veterans must be enrolled in the VA healthcare system as a condition of receiving VA hospital and outpatient care. Veterans would be allowed to apply to be enrolled at any time. They would be eligible to be enrolled based on funding availability and their priority status. In accordance with statutory provisions, the proposed rule also states that some categories of veterans would be eligible for VA hospital and outpatient care even if not enrolled. This document further proposes to establish a "medical benefits package" setting forth, with certain exceptions, the hospital and outpatient care that would be provided to enrolled veterans and certain other veterans.

Comments Deadline:  September 8, 1998.  

Address:  Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to "RIN: 2900-AJ18."  

Contact: Roscoe Butler, Health Administration Service (10C3), Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420;  telephone:  (202) 273-8302.

· Advisory Committee on the Readjustment of Veterans- The Department of Labor published a notice in the Federal Register on July 10, 1998 that a meeting of the Advisory Committee on the Readjustment of Veterans will be held July 23 through 25, 1998. This meeting will be a field meeting conducted primarily at VA facilities in Spokane, Washington, and Missoula and Fort Harrison, Montana. The Committee will also visit with Native American veterans on the Blackfeet and Flathead reservations in Montana to review the availability of services for rural and minority veterans. The purpose of the meeting is to provide the Committee a first-hand opportunity to review the provision and coordination of VA services for war related post-traumatic stress disorders (PTSD) and other readjustment difficulties specific to war veterans. For this purpose, the Committee will tour facilities, and engage in discussions with VA service providers and veteran consumers.

Contact:  Alfonso R. Batres, Ph.D., M.S.S.W., Chief, Readjustment Counseling Officer, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420;  telephone:  (202) 273-8967.  

· Computer Matching Program – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on July 10, 1998, that it intends to conduct a recurring computer matching program matching Office of Personnel Management (OPM) records with VA pension and parents' dependency and indemnity compensation (DIC) records.  The proposed matching program will enable VA to ensure accurate reporting of income.

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420.  

Contact: Paul Trowbridge (213B), Program Management Staff, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone (202) 273-7218.  

· Veterans Education: Suspension and Discontinuance of Payments – The Departments of Defense, Transportation (Coast Guard), and Veterans Affairs published a final rule in the Federal Register on July 10, 1998, making changes to the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) education regulations. It requires that a Director of a VA field station obtain recommendations from a Committee on Educational Allowances before deciding whether to suspend or discontinue payments of educational assistance when educational institutions (including training establishments) fail to meet requirements. It also establishes procedural and composition requirements for the Committees, and it establishes hearing rules for the Committees. In addition, it provides that upon the request of the affected educational institution, the Director of the Education Service will determine, on the basis of the evidence of record, appeals of a decision concerning such suspension or discontinuance of payments of educational assistance. The changes apply to the following educational assistance programs: Montgomery GI Bill--Active Duty, Montgomery GI Bill--Selected Reserve, Survivors' and Dependents' Educational Assistance, the Post-Vietnam Era Veterans’ Educational Assistance Program, and the Educational Assistance Pilot Program. 

Effective Date: July 31, 1998.  

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420.  

Contact: William G. Susling, Jr., Education Advisor, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone (202) 273-7187.  

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

