Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[May 1998]

· Increase in Rates Payable for Cooperative Training under the Montgomery GI Bill (Active Duty) - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on May 21, 1998 to reflect a statutory increase in the monthly rates of educational assistance for veterans in cooperative training who were formerly eligible for assistance under the Vietnam Era GI Bill.  Public Law 105-114, the Veterans' Benefits Act of 1997, provided a new statutory formula for use in calculating the monthly rates of educational assistance payable under the Montgomery GI Bill--Active Duty to someone pursuing cooperative training. 

Effective Date:  October 9, 1996.  

Contact: William G. Susling, Jr., Education Advisor, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue NW., Washington, DC, 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187.

· Advisory Committee on Women Veterans - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on May 21, 1998 that a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Women Veterans will be held on June 16-19, 1998, at the Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC. The purpose of the Committee is to advise the Secretary of Veterans Affairs regarding the needs of women veterans with respect to health care, rehabilitation, compensation, outreach and other programs, and activities administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs designed to meet such needs. It will be necessary for those wishing to attend to contact VA prior to June 5, 1998. 

Contact:  Ms. Maryanne Carson, Department of Veterans Affairs, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-6193. 

· Revision of BVA Decisions on Grounds of Clear and Unmistakable Error - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on May 19, 1998 to amend the Rules of Practice of the Board of Veterans' Appeals (Board) to implement the provisions of section 1(b) of Public Law 105-111, which permits challenges to Board decisions on the grounds of  “clear and unmistakable error.”  The amendments would provide specific application procedures; establish decision standards based on case law; and eliminate as duplicative the Board Chairman's discretionary review under “reconsideration” on the basis of obvious error. 

Comments Deadline:  July 20, 1998.  

Contact: Steven L. Keller, Chief Counsel, Board of Veterans' Appeals, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 565-5978.

· Advance Payments and Lump-Sum Payments of Educational Assistance - The Departments of Defense, Transportation, and Veterans Affairs published a Proposed rule in the Federal Register on May 20, 1998 to amend the educational assistance regulations of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) dealing with the advance payment and lump-sum payment of educational assistance. VA is proposing to remove provisions that no longer apply and by make other changes for the purpose of clarification. 

Comments Deadline:  July 20, 1998.  

Address:  Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to “RIN 2900-AI31”.

Contact: William G. Susling, Jr., Education Advisor, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue NW., Washington, DC, 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187.

· Veterans’ Training: Time Limit for Submitting Certifications under the Service Members Occupational Conversion and Training Act - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on May 13, 1998 that places deadlines for submitting the certifications needed for both periodic payments and lump-sum deferred-incentive payments under the Service Members Occupational Conversion and Training Act (SMOCTA). Since the Act has a sunset provision, all work for which payments are due has been completed. This final rule allows VA to close the administration of SMOCTA.

Comments Deadline:  July 13, 1998.  

Contact: William G. Susling, Jr., Education Advisor, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue NW., Washington, DC, 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187.

· Enhanced-Use Lease of Property at the VAMC, Palo Alto, California - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on May 4, 1998 to designate the Veterans Affairs Medical Center at Palo Alto, California for an Enhanced-Use Lease development. The Department intends to enter into a long-term lease of real property with the developer whose proposal will provide improved quality and access to nursing home/residential care services while offering a return of ``in-kind'' services to VA which will further enhance quality of care to veteran patients at VAPAHCS.

Contact: Jacob Gallun, Office of Asset and Enterprise Development (189), Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue NW., Washington, DC, 20420; telephone:  (202) 565-4307.

· Computer Matching Program – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on May 4, 1998, that it intends to conduct a recurring computer matching program to match Social Security Administration (SSA) records with VA pension and parents' dependency and indemnity compensation (DIC) records. The proposed matching program will enable VA to ensure accurate reporting of income.

Effective Date: March 6, 1998.

Applicability Date: November 2, 1994.  

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420.  

Contact: Paul Trowbridge (213B), Program Management Staff, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone (202) 273-7218.

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

