Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[October 1999]

· Active Duty Service Determinations for Civilian or Contractual Groups - The Department of the Air Force (USAF) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 21, 1999, that the service of the group known as the “Chamorros, including the 'Chamorro Marine Scouts,' who assisted the US Marines in the offensive operations against the Japanese on the Saipan, Pagan, and Maug Islands, of the Northern Mariana Islands, from June 19, 1944 - September 2, 1945” shall not be considered “active duty” for purposes of all laws administered by the VA.  

In the same notice, the USAF determined that the service of a group described as “three scouts/guides, Miguel Tenorio, Penedicto Taisacan, and Cristino Dela Cruz, who assisted the US Marines in the offensive operations against the Japanese on the Northern Mariana Islands from June 19, 1944 - September 2, 1945” and the service of a group described as “the approximately 50 Chamorro and Carolinian former, native policemen who received military training in the Donnal area of central Saipan and were placed under the command of Lt Casino of the 6th Provisional Military Police Battalion to accompany US Marines on active, combat-patrol activity from August 19, 1945 - September 2, 1945” shall be considered “active duty” under the provisions of Public Law 95-202 for the purposes of all laws administered by the VA.

Application Procedures:  Before an individual can receive any VA benefits, the person must first apply for an Armed Forces Discharge Certificate (Department of Defense Form 214) by filling out a Department of Defense (DD) Form 2168, Application for Discharge of Member or Survivor of Member of Group Certified to Have Performed Active Duty With the Armed Forces of the United States.  

· USAF Contact: Mr. James D. Johnston at the Secretary of the Air Force Personnel Council (SAFPC), 1535 Command Drive, EE Wing, 3rd Floor, Andrews AFB, MD 20762-7002.

· Active Duty Service Determinations for Civilian or Contractual Groups - The Department of the Air Force (USAF) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 21, 1999, that the service of the group known as the “Members of the Alaska Territorial Guard, who served in Alaska between December 31, 1941 - August 15, 1945, under the authority of Public Law 392, Section 7” shall not be considered “active duty” for purposes of all laws administered by the VA.

· USAF Contact: Mr. James D. Johnston at the Secretary of the Air Force Personnel Council (SAFPC), 1535 Command Drive, EE Wing, 3rd Floor, Andrews AFB, MD 20762-7002.

· Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network –The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published a final rule in the Federal Register on October 20, 1999, regarding the operation of the Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network (OPTN). The purpose of the final rule is to help achieve the most equitable and medically effective use of human organs that are donated in trust for transplantation.

VA-Relevant Extract:  To cover the possibility that transplants may also be carried out in [VA and] other Federal hospitals, as well as those owned and operated by the Department of Defense (DoD), transplant programs in DoD or other Federal hospitals have been added to those eligible to receive organs for transplantation under Sec. 121.9(a).
Effective Date: November 19, 1999.  

HHS Contact: D.W. Chen, M.D., M.P.H., Director, Division of Transplantation, Office of Special Programs, Health Resources and Services Administration, 5600 Fishers Lane, Room 7C-22, Rockville, MD 20857; telephone: (301) 443-7577. 

· Voluntary Service National Advisory Committee; Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 15, 1999, that the Voluntary Service National Advisory Committee will meet on October 28-29, 1999, at the Clarion Plaza Hotel, 9700 International Drive, Orlando, Florida.  The Committee’s agenda will include updates on the Veterans Health Administration and the Voluntary Service program's progress since the 1999 NAC Annual Meeting, 54th Annual Meeting plans, 2001 and 2002 NAC Annual Meeting planning, recommendations approved at the 1999 NAC Annual Meeting, subcommittee reports, and a presentation from Network 14 staff on a “Thanks Vets 2000” proposal.  

Contact: Ms. Laura Balun, Administrative Officer, Voluntary Service Office (10C2), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-8392. 

· Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners of War; Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 15, 1999, that the Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners of War will meet on October 25-27th, 1999, at the Department of Veterans Affairs, Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center, 650 East Indian School Road, Phoenix, AZ 85012.  The Committee’s agenda will include a period for POW veterans and/or the public to address the committee, presentations on the Veterans Benefits Administration and Veterans Health Administration activities, updates on the Center for POW Studies, continuing learning education seminars and final report from the medical follow-up agency (on Mortality/Morbidity Study).    

Contact: Mr. Robert J. Epley, Director, Compensation and Pension Service (21), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420. 

· Advisory Committee on Women Veterans; Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 15, 1999, that the Advisory Committee on Women Veterans will meet on October 26-28, 1999, at the Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC.  The Committee’s agenda will include briefings and updates on a variety of benefits and services available to women veterans, and Advisory Committee recommendations for the year 2000.  

Contact: Ms. Maryanne Carson, Department of Veterans Affairs, Center for Women Veterans, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-6708. 

· VA National Research Advisory Council, Notice of Establishment –The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 15, 1999, to establish the National Research Advisory Council (NRAC). The purview of the NRAC includes the policies and programs of the VA Research and Development Office for carrying out a Congressionally-mandated research program. NRAC will provide advice and make recommendations to the VA Chief Research and Development Officer, the Under Secretary for Health, and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs on the nature and scope of research sponsored and/or conducted by VA’s Veterans Health Administration.  
Effective Date: September 24, 1999.  

Park Service Address: National Register, National Park Service, 1849 C St. NW, NC400, Washington, DC 20240.  

Designated Federal Official for the NRAC: James F. Burris, MD, Deputy Chief Research and Development Officer; telephone: (202) 273-8284.

· National Register of Historic Places; Notification of Pending Nominations –The National Park Service published a list of properties being considered for listing in the National Register in the Federal Register on October 12, 1999.  The following Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) property in Yavapai County, Arizona was listed: Fort Whipple--Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center Historic District, 500 AZ 89 N, Prescott, AZ 99001274.  

Comment Deadline: October 27, 1999.  

Park Service Address: National Register, National Park Service, 1849 C St. NW, NC400, Washington, DC 20240. 

· Practices and Procedures –The Merit Systems Protection Board (MSPB) published a final rule in the Federal Register on October 7, 1999, amending its rules of practice and procedure to implement provisions of the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994 (USERRA; Public Law 103-353), as amended by the Veterans Programs Enhancement Act of 1998. The purpose of the amendment is to provide guidance to the parties to MSPB cases, and their representatives, on how to proceed in cases raising claims that an agency employer or the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) has not complied with a USERRA provision governing the employment and reemployment rights to which a person is entitled after service in the uniformed services.

Effective Date: October 7, 1999.  

MSPB Contact: Robert E. Taylor, Clerk of the Board; telephone:  (202) 653-7200. 

· Enrollment--Provision of Hospital and Outpatient Care to Veterans –The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on October 6, 1999, as mandated by the Veterans' Health Care Eligibility Reform Act of 1996, to implement a national enrollment system to manage the delivery of healthcare services. Starting October 1, 1998, most veterans were required to be enrolled in the VA healthcare system as a condition of receiving VA hospital and outpatient care. Veterans will be allowed to apply to be enrolled at any time. They will be eligible to be enrolled based on funding availability and their priority status. In accordance with statutory provisions, the final rule also states that some categories of veterans are eligible for VA hospital and outpatient care even if not enrolled. This document further establishes a “medical benefits package” setting forth, with certain exceptions, the hospital and outpatient care that will be provided to enrolled veterans and certain other veterans.  This document also announces that VA will enroll all 7 priority categories of veterans for the period October 1, 1999 - September 30, 2000, unless it is necessary to change this determination by a subsequent rulemaking document.

Effective Date:  November 5, 1999.  

Contact: Roscoe Butler, Health Administration Service, (10C3), Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-8302. 

· Returned and Canceled Checks –The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on October 6, 1999, governing payment of the proceeds of checks which are returned and canceled following the death of the payee. This amendment is necessary to implement a statutory amendment that deleted the requirement for settlement by the General Accounting Office prior to payment of these proceeds to an estate.

Effective Date:  October 19, 1999.  

Contact: Roscoe Butler, Warren Jones, Consultant, Regulations Staff, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-7167. 

· New Drug and Biological Drug Products; Evidence Needed to Demonstrate Efficacy of New Drugs for Use Against Lethal or Permanently Disabling Toxic Substances When Efficacy Studies in Humans Ethically Cannot Be Conducted –The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published a rule in the Federal Register on October 5, 1999, proposing to amend its new drug and biological product regulations to identify the information needed to provide substantial evidence of the efficacy of new drug and biological products used to reduce or prevent the toxicity of chemical, biological, radiological, or nuclear substances. This proposal would apply when the traditional efficacy studies in humans are not feasible and cannot be ethically conducted under FDA's regulations for adequate and well-controlled studies in humans. The agency is proposing this action because it recognizes the need for adequate medical responses to protect or treat individuals exposed to these lethal or permanently disabling toxic substances.  

VA-Relevant Extract: The comments suggested that one way to ensure voluntariness and informed consent would be to require that DOD and the Veterans Administration (VA) [sic] recruit only non-DOD and non-VA volunteers who are not otherwise “beholden” to these agencies for their employment or pensions.

Comment Deadline: December 20, 1999.  

FDA Address: Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305), Food and Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers Lane, rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852

FDA Contact: Bonnie M. Lee, Division of Compliance Policy, Office of Enforcement, Office of Regulatory Affairs (HFC-230), Food and Drug Administration, Rockville, MD 20852; telephone: (301) 827-0415. 

· Presidential Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses - Executive Order 13138 was published in the Federal Register on October 4, 1999, revoking Executive Order 12961, as amended by Executive Order 13034, establishing the Presidential Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses, as the Committee has terminated and its work is completed.

Effective Date:  September 30, 1999.
· Active Duty Service Determinations for Civilian or Contractual Groups - The Department of the Air Force (USAF) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 1, 1999, that the service of the group known as “The Operational Analysis Group of the Office of Scientific Research and Development, Office of Emergency Management, which served overseas with the U.S. Army Air Corps from December 7, 1941 - August 15, 1945” shall be considered “active duty” under the provisions of Public Law 95-202 for the purposes of all laws administered by the VA.  

Application Procedures:  Before an individual can receive any VA benefits, the person must first apply for an Armed Forces Discharge Certificate (Department of Defense Form 214) by filling out a Department of Defense (DD) Form 2168, Application for Discharge of Member or Survivor of Member of Group Certified to Have Performed Active Duty With the Armed Forces of the United States.  

USAF Address:  US Air Force Personnel Center, AFPC/DPPRP, 550 C Street West, Suite 11, Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4713.

· Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans; Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 15, 1999, that the Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans will meet on October 27-29, 1999, at the Oneida Radisson Inn Green Bay, 2040 Airport Drive, Green Bay, WI 54313. The Committee will concentrate on VA programs and facilities located in the Mid-west, and will be briefed by three Mid-west Veterans Integrated Service Networks (VISNs) Directors; the Assistant Director, Milwaukee VA Regional Office; and a panel of Veterans Service Organization representatives. The Committee will also examine opportunities for partnership between VA and the Health Care Finance Administration (HCFA) in an effort to determine how minority veterans can take advantage of medical care options available through Medicare and Medicaid.  

Contact: Mr. Anthony T. Hawkins, Center for Minority Veterans (OOM), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-6708. 

· 100th Anniversary of the Veterans of Foreign Wars - The President of the United States published a proclamation in the Federal Register on October 4, 1999, to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

· Advisory Committee on Women Veterans, Notice of Charter Renewal - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 1, 1999, under the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as amended (Public Law 92-463), that the VA Advisory Committee on Women Veterans has been renewed for a 2-year period beginning September 22, 1999, through September 22, 2001. 

· Advisory Committee on the Readjustment of Veterans, Notice of Charter Renewal - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 1, 1999, under the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as amended (Public Law 92-463), that the VA Advisory Committee the Readjustment of Veterans has been renewed for a 2-year period beginning September 22, 1999, through September 22, 2001. 

· Board of Veterans’ Appeals: Rules of Practice--Notice of Appeal in Simultaneously Contested Claim - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on October 1, 1999, pertaining to a type of notice given in simultaneously contested claim appeals, to eliminate an inconsistency between that Rule of Practice and other Board Regulations. 

Comment Deadline: November 30, 1999.  

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to “RIN 2900-AJ73.”

Contact: Steven L. Keller, Senior Deputy Vice Chairman, Board of Veterans' Appeals, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-7210. 

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

