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Several VHA Handbooks specify that VA (including but not limited to facility Research and Development Committees) must be provided with “unredacted” meeting minutes of affiliate research review committees (e.g., Institutional Review Boards, Institutional Animal Care and Use Committees) designated for oversight of VA research.  See VHA Handbook 1200.01 §14e; VHA Handbook 1200.05 §§7a & 26h(3); and VHA Handbook 1200.07 §8b(1)(a).

The Office of Research Oversight (ORO) and the Office of Research and Development (ORD) have jointly determined that these requirements may be satisfied via a Memorandum of Understanding (or other written agreement) under which the affiliate agrees to (a) provide VA with unredacted copies of meeting minutes, or (b) provide VA with redacted copies of meeting minutes and permit relevant VA personnel (including, but not limited to, ORO staff, local VA Research Office staff, local RCOs, and R&C Committee members) to review the unredacted meeting minutes within 3 business days of a written request from VA.  Such review may occur at the affiliate site during normal business hours, or as otherwise mutually acceptable to VA and the affiliate.

Future versions of relevant Handbooks will incorporate this determination.  Redactions for other regulatory and compliance documents may be addressed in individual Handbooks as applicable.
