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	DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Regulation Policy and Management (02REG)
Office of the General Counsel

Washington, D.C.  20420










In Reply Refer to: 02REG

Date:  August 21, 2008
From:
Chief Impact Analyst (02REG)

Subj:
Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AN12, Schedule for Rating Disabilities; The Digestive System

To:
Director, Regulations Management (02REG)


I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents.  The  

(Attachment 1): Agency’s Impact Analysis, October 31, 2006
(Attachment 2): Agency CFO Concurrence Memo, November 6, 2007 

Approved by:
Michael P. Shores (00REG)
Chief, Impact Analyst

Office of Regulation Policy & Management

Copy Furnished to:

Mark Seastrom (041E)

Chief, Benefits Division

Office of the Budget

(Attachment 1)

Impact Analysis for Compensation and Pension Service 

 Schedule for Rating Disabilities; The Digestive System RIN 2900-AN12
Purpose:  To determine the impact of rulemaking AN12, Schedule for Rating Disabilities; The Digestive System
Background:  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is proposing to amend that portion of its Schedule for Rating Disabilities that addresses the Digestive System in order to update it to ensure that it uses current medical terminology and unambiguous criteria, and that it reflects medical advances that have occurred since the last review.

Assumptions: N/A 
Methodology:  N/A 
Estimated Impact:  This regulatory change will have no economic impact because the amendment clarifies procedures and updates terminology.  
Submitted by:

Maya Ferrandino

Consultant, Regulations Staff (211D)

Compensation and Pension Service

October 31, 2006

(Attachment 2)

Department of


  Memorandum       
Veterans Affairs

Date:   November 3, 2006
From: 
Chief Financial Officer (24)

Subj: 
Schedule of Rating; The Digestive System

To: 
Director, Compensation and Pension Service (21)
1.  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) proposes to amend its Schedule for Rating Disabilities, 38 CFR 4.110, 4.111, 4.113, and 4.114, regarding the digestive system.  The primary objectives of this revision are to eliminate ambiguities and to ensure that the rating schedule reflects recent medical advances and current medical terminology and criteria.  After publishing an advanced notice of proposed rulemaking, the VA received suggestions from VA employees, the American Legion, and a contracted consulting firm.  Input from each of these sources was considered in the final proposal.   

2.  The majority of revisions are proposed to section 4.114, the Schedule of Ratings: Digestive System.  The changes are extensive, but do not alter any of the VA’s practices.  The majority of changes include: updating titles, inserting explanatory notes, deleting unnecessary language, and cross-referencing other rating instructions.  Other revisions would redefine conditions, symptoms or testing methods in order to reflect the most recent medical advancements.  

3.  The purpose of this revision is to clarify procedures and update terminology since the last time the VA performed a review.  While the amendment addresses claims procedures, it does not change any VBA practices or add to workload projections.  Therefore there are no benefit costs or savings associated with the proposed amendment. 

4.  Question regarding this cost analysis may be directed to Christina DiTucci, Office of Resource Management (244A).
/s/







James W. Bohmbach
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