RIN 2900-AN75

Impact Analysis for Compensation and Pension Service Proposed Rulemaking, Schedule for Rating Disabilities; AL Amyloidosis 

Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of Compensation and Pension Service Proposed Rulemaking, Schedule for Rating Disabilities; AL Amyloidosis.  
Estimated Impact in FY 09:  No impact.
Background:  This rulemaking proposes to revise the Schedule for Rating Disabilities by updating the list of disease conditions of the Hemic and Lymphatic System (38 CFR §4.117) to include primary amyloidosis (AL amyloidosis).  This regulatory action is necessary to include AL amyloidosis as one of the disease conditions in §4.117 and establish criteria for disability evaluation in order to fully implement the decision by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs granting presumptive service connection for this disease.
Assumptions: N/A 
Methodology:  N/A 
Results:  This proposed rule will have no economic impact because we are merely creating a separate diagnostic code for AL amyloidosis. Currently, AL amyloidosis is rated in comparison to non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma using the built up diagnostic code 7799-7715. This clarification in procedure will not extend entitlement to any Veteran who would not already be entitled to benefits under the existing rule.

Contact:  Thomas Kniffen, Compensation and Pension Regulations Chief or Sadaf Rahmani, ORM Benefits Budget Division (244). 

Department of


  Memorandum       

Veterans Affairs

Date:  

From: Acting Chief Financial Officer (24)

Subj:  RIN 2900- AN75, Schedule for Rating Disabilities; AL Amyloidosis 

(Primary Amyloidosis)

To: 
 Director, Compensation and Pension Service (21)

1. The Office of Resource Management has reviewed and concurs with the submitted impact analysis associated with C&P’s proposed regulatory changes amending the Schedule for Rating Disabilities (rating schedule), adding a diagnostic code specifically for AL amyloidosis.  We have determined that there are no benefit costs or savings associated with this regulatory change because these changes only update current practices and will ease the tracking of AL amyloidosis for statistical purposes.

2. The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) proposes to amend 38 CFR 4.117 by updating the schedule of ratings with a disability code 7717 exclusively for AL amyloidosis. Currently, AL Amyloidosis is rated in comparison to non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma using the built up diagnostic code 7799-7715. However, it has been determined that AL Amyloidosis is a serious disabling, progressive and incurable condition that mimics symptoms more closely aligned with other diseases of the hemic and lymphatic systems.  This clarification in procedure will not extend entitlement to any Veteran who would not already be entitled to benefits under the existing rule.

3. Questions regarding this cost analysis may be directed to Sheila Childs, Office of Resource Management (244A). 







James E. Manker Jr.
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