	[image: image1.png]




	DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Office of Regulation Policy and Management
Office of the General Counsel

Washington, D.C.  20420


                                                                    

In Reply Refer to: 02REG
Date:  May 4, 2010  

From:
Chief Impact Analyst (02REG)
Subj:
Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AN79/WP2009-048, Fisher Houses and Other Temporary Lodging 
To:
Director, Regulations Management (02REG)

I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents. 

(Attachment 1):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated April 29, 2010
(Attachment 2):  CFO Concurrence memo, dated April 29, 2010
Approved by:
Michael P. Shores (02REG)
Chief, Impact Analyst

Office of Regulation Policy & Management
Office of the General Counsel

Copy Furnished to:

Bill Walsh (041F)

Director, Medical Service

Office of the Budget 

(Attachment 1)

Impact Analysis 

RIN 2900-AN79/WP2009-048 - VHA – Fisher Houses and Other Temporary Lodging 
Title of Proposed Regulation: Fisher Houses and other Temporary Lodging 

Purpose:  To determine the economic impact and/or estimated costs associated with this rulemaking.   
Background:  This rulemaking would amend U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) regulations, Part 60 – Fisher Houses and Other Temporary Lodging.  

The proposed regulation would; 

· Clarify the distinction between Fisher Houses and temporary lodging programs

· Set forth requirements regarding the use of Fisher Houses and temporary lodging facilities

· Ensure each type of resource is utilized as intended by VA regulation

Assumptions: There is a high demand for temporary lodging facilities at VA medical centers.   
Methodology:  To ensure that this type of temporary lodging is available to non-hospitalized veterans who must travel a significant distance to receive VA care, it is necessary to clarify that temporary lodging is not available to persons visiting hospitalized veterans.    

Estimated Impact/Costs:  We have determined that there are no additional costs or savings associated with publication of this rulemaking, since the regulation merely implements statutory provisions and clarifies current applications. 
Submitted by:

Ethan Kalett

Director, VHA Regulatory Affairs

April 29, 2010

(Attachment 2)

Memorandum

Department of 

Veterans Affairs

Date:   April 29, 2010
From: VHA Chief Financial Officer (17)

Subj:  Impact Analysis - Fisher Houses and Other Temporary Lodging, 

 
RIN 2900-AN79/WP2009-048
To:  Office of Patient Care Services (11)

This rulemaking would amend the regulations of Part 60 - Fisher Houses and Other Temporary Lodging to clarify the distinction between Fisher Houses and temporary lodging programs for requirements regarding their usage and to ensure that each type of resource is utilized as intended.  The VHA Chief Finance Office concurs that there are no costs associated with this request.

Questions regarding this cost analysis may be directed to Lisa Hamilton, Office of Resource Management. 

W. Paul Kearns, III
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