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	DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Regulation Policy and Management (02REG)
Office of the General Counsel

Washington, D.C.  20420


                                                                    

In Reply Refer to: 02REG
Date:  September 23, 2011  

From:
Chief Impact Analyst (02REG)
Subj:
Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AO03- Autopsies at VA Expense
To:
Director, Regulations Management (02REG)

I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents. 

(Attachment 1):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated September 20, 2011
(Attachment 2):  CFO Concurrence memo, dated September 23, 2011
Approved by:
Michael P. Shores (02REG)
Chief, Impact Analyst

Regulation Policy & Management

Office of the General Counsel

Copy Furnished to:
Bill Walsh (041F)

Director, Medical Service

Office of the Budget 

(Attachment 1)
Impact Analysis RIN 2900-AO03
Title of Regulation: Autopsies at VA Expense

Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking
Background:  This rulemaking proposes to revise Department of Veterans Affairs (VA or Department) regulations.  This revision would correct a cross-reference to VA regulations that authorize certain outpatient and ambulatory care.  It would also clarify that consent for an autopsy will be implied if six months has passed since the decedent’s death and there are no objections from the decedent’s surviving spouse or next of kin as well.  In addition, the rulemaking would modify current regulations to make the laws of jurisdiction in which the autopsy will be performed the controlling laws for the purposes of determining who has the authority to grant permission for the autopsy.   Finally, it would clarify the authorized purposes of a VA autopsy as well as clarify that the authority to order an autopsy includes transporting the body at VA’s expense to the autopsy facility. 

Cost Benefit:  This rulemaking provides better understanding and transparency by ensuring that the regulation contains the same information as provided by the statute.  There are no additional costs associated with this rulemaking.  

Methodology/Assumptions:  This rulemaking simply restates statute and is not changing the benefits provided by the VA.
Estimated Impact:  We have determined that there are no costs or savings associated with this rulemaking.  VA is merely proposing restatement of statute to ensure that the regulations accurately reflect the statutory authority. 
Submitted by:

Kristin J. Cunningham
Director, Business Policy
VHA Chief Business Office

Washington, DC
Date: 09/20/2011
(Attachment 2)
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