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	DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Regulation Policy and Management (02REG)
Office of the General Counsel

Washington, D.C.  20420


                                                                    

In Reply Refer to: 02REG
Date:  June 27, 2012  

From:
Chief Impact Analyst (02REG)
Subj:
Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AO38, Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) Payable to a Surviving Spouse with Children under Age 18.
To:
Director, Regulations Management (02REG)

I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents. 

(Attachment 1):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated June 15, 2012
(Attachment 2):  CFO Concurrence memo, dated June 15, 2012
Approved by:
Michael P. Shores (02REG)
Chief, Impact Analyst

Regulation Policy & Management

Office of the General Counsel

(Attachment 1)

Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AO38
Title of Regulation: Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) Payable to a Surviving Spouse with Children under Age 18.
Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking. 
Background:  The Veterans Benefits Improvement Act of 2004 amended 38 U.S.C. 1311, Dependency and indemnity compensation [DIC] to a surviving spouse, by adding a subsection (e) which provides a $250 increase in the monthly rate of DIC to which a surviving spouse with one or more children below the age of 18 is entitled.  Sec. 301, Pub. L. 108-454, 118 Stat. 3610.  This statutory change was incorporated as 38 CFR 3.10(e)(4).  See 71 FR 44915, Aug. 8, 2006.

However, because 38 U.S.C. 1311 already contained a subsection (e), Congress amended 38 U.S.C. 1311 by redesignating the new subsection (e) as subsection (f).  See Sec. 4, Pub. L. 109-361, 120 Stat. 2063.  To reflect this statutory technical amendment, VA is amending the first sentence of 38 CFR 3.10(e)(4) to change the citation from 38 U.S.C. 1311(e) to 38 U.S.C. 1311(f).    


We are also removing the statutory authority citation to 38 U.S.C. 1311(e) immediately following § 3.10(e)(4).  This citation is unnecessary because the regulation text itself contains the correct statutory citation and the authority citation at the end of § 3.10 includes § 1311 in its entirety.

Methodology/Assumptions:  VA has reviewed this rulemaking to determine its potential economic impact.
Estimated Impact:  There are no costs associated with this rulemaking.   VA is merely correcting the statutory citation contained in VA’s regulations.
Submitted by:  

Jenai Williams

Management Analyst

Compensation Service, Budget Staff

June 15, 2012
(Attachment 2)
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