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	DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Regulation Policy and Management (02REG)
Office of the General Counsel

Washington, D.C.  20420


                                                                    

In Reply Refer to: 02REG
Date:  May 23, 2012  

From:
Chief Impact Analyst (02REG)
Subj:
Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AO50/WP2012-011, Supportive Services for Veteran Families Program
To:
Director, Regulations Management (02REG)

I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents. 

(Attachment 1):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated May 21, 2012
(Attachment 2):  CFO Concurrence memo, dated May 23, 2012
Approved by:
Michael P. Shores (02REG)
Chief, Impact Analyst

Regulation Policy & Management

Office of the General Counsel

Copy Furnished to:

Bill Walsh (041F)

Director, Medical Service

Office of the Budget 

(Attachment 1)

Impact Analysis for AO50/WP2012-011 
Title of Regulation: Supportive Services for Veteran Families Program.

  
Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking. 


The Need for the Regulatory Action  

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) proposes to amend its regulations concerning the Supportive Services for Veteran Families program (SSVF).  The proposed changes would clarify, consistent with existing regulations, that grantees must focus on providing permanent housing to eligible veteran families who, without SSVF assistance, would likely become homeless.  The proposed clarifications are intended to emphasize the goals of SSVF.  The proposed rule would expand grantees’ authority to provide certain services to all very low-income veteran families, and specifically to those veteran families with significantly lower economic resources, which we would identify as extremely low-income veterans.  The purpose of this expanded authority is to address identified needs based on the administration of SSVF since its inception, and to provide greater incentive to grantees to assist these particularly vulnerable veteran families.  Finally, the proposed rule would clarify that certain services are not permissible uses of SSVF funds.

Estimated Impact: There are no additional costs or economic impact associated with the proposed changes in this rulemaking.  This rulemaking would merely give grantees discretion to reallocate grant funds being used for low-income veteran families. The program will continue to operate within the authorized appropriations level determined by the Congress.
Assumptions and Methodology of the Analysis

Provisions in section 604 of the Veterans’ Mental Health and Other Care Improvements Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-387) established the SSVF program and authorized appropriations of $100 million for FY2011.  Appropriations were used to grant awards to private non-profit organizations and consumer cooperatives who would coordinate or provide supportive services to very low-income veteran families.      

Provisions in section 12 of the Veterans Health Care Facilities Capital Improvement Act of 2011 (Public Law 112-37) reauthorized appropriations of $100 million for FY2012.  

VA has requested $300,000,000.00 in the FY2013 President’s Budget to expand the SSVF program. This proposed increase in authorization of appropriations will require Congressional action. VA assumes the time- and cost-based limitations restructured in this rulemaking will ensure the integrity of the SSVF’s mission to assist in the placement of veteran families in permanent housing.  Other provisions in this rulemaking are intended to target veteran families with greater need and provide to them slightly increased benefits.  VA believes the provisions are consistent with the authority granted by 38 U.S.C. 2044 and Congress’ intent in establishing the SSVF program and none of the proposals in the rulemaking would affect VA’s overall expenditure of funds.  

Submitted by: 

John Kuhn, MSW, MPH

National Director, Homeless Evaluation &

Acting National Director, Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF)

Department of Veterans Affairs

Lyons, NJ  07939

May 21, 2012
(Attachment 2)

(Memo applies to AO50 as well)
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