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	DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Regulation Policy and Management (02REG)
Office of the General Counsel

Washington, D.C.  20420


                                                                    

In Reply Refer to: 02REG
Date:  December 26, 2012
From:
Chief Impact Analyst (02REG)
Subj:
Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AO77/WP2012-020, Medications Prescribed by Non-VA Providers (38 CFR 17.96)
To:
Director, Regulations Management (02REG)

I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents. 

(Attachment 1):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated August 1, 2012
(Attachment 2):  CFO Concurrence memo, dated December 19, 2012
Approved by:
Michael P. Shores (02REG)
Chief, Impact Analyst

Regulation Policy & Management

Office of the General Counsel

(Attachment 1)

Impact Analysis for RIN AO77/WP2012-020
Title of Regulation: Medications Prescribed by Non-VA Providers

Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking.
Background:  This rulemaking proposes to amend current regulation that governs   Veterans eligibility to have prescriptions which are issued by non-VA physicians for drugs and medicines filled by a Department of Veterans Affairs’ pharmacy or non-VA pharmacy in a state home under contract with VA for filling prescriptions for patients in state homes.  More specifically, it updates and clarifies subsection (a)(1) that covers periods of war that defines eligibility is expanded under this amendment to include Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation New Dawn.    The provisions of this rulemaking would better represent the current Veteran population and clarify the eligibility criteria for qualified Veterans.  

Cost Benefit:  This rulemaking provides amplified clarification by aligning the Code of Regulations with the actual qualified Veteran population.  It also enhances the readability of policy language.  There are no additional costs associated with this rulemaking.  

Methodology/Assumptions:  This rulemaking simply clarifies and increases the level of understanding of the regulation and in no way changes the benefits provided by the VA.  

Estimated Impact:  We have determined that there are no costs or savings associated with this rulemaking.  Further, there is no requirement for system change requests or any other additional implementation costs associated with this rulemaking.  VA is merely updating regulations to accurately reflect the statutory authority and current business processes.
Submitted by:

Kristin J. Cunningham

Director, Business Policy

VHA Chief Business Office

Washington, DC

Date: 08/01/2012
(Attachment 2)

Department of
Veterans Affairs
Date:           DEC 1 9  2012
Memorandum
From:      VHA Chief Financial Officer (10A3)
    Subj:
Impact Analysis for RIN A077/WP2012-020-Medications Prescribed by Non-VA

Providers

To:         Chief Impact Analyst, Office of Regulation Policy and Management, Office of the

General Counsel (02REG)
The VHA Chief Financial Officer concurs with the attached impact analysis for
AOxx/WP2012-020.
This rulemaking proposes to amend current regulation that governs   Veterans eligibility to have prescriptions which are issued by non-VA physicians for drugs and medicines filled by a Department of Veterans Affairs' pharmacy or non-VA pharmacy in a state home under contract with VA for filling prescriptions for patients in state homes.  More specifically, it updates and clarifies subsection (a)(1) that covers periods of war that defines eligibility is expanded under this amendment to include Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation New Dawn.    The provisions of this rulemaking would better represent the current Veteran population and clarify the eligibility criteria for qualified Veterans.
There are no costs and/or savings associated with this rulemaking.
Questions regarding this cost analysis may be directed to Mark Yow, Office of Resource
Management (202-461-6649).
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