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In Reply Refer To: 02REG Washington DC 20420

Date:  May 20, 2015
From:
Chief Impact Analyst (02REG)
Subj:
Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AO92, Veterans Transportation Service
To:
Director, Regulations Management (02REG)

I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents. 

(Attachment):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated May 7, 2015
Approved by:
Michael P. Shores (02REG)
Chief, Impact Analyst

Regulation Policy & Management

Office of the General Counsel

(Attachment)

Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AO92
Title of Regulation: Veterans Transportation Service

Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking.
Background:  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) proposes to amend its medical regulations concerning the transportation of persons for the purposes of examination, treatment, and care.  Public Law 112-260, as amended, authorized VA to carry out a program to transport any person to or from a VA facility or other place, among other things, for the purpose of examination, treatment, or care.  This authority expires on December 31, 2015.  These regulations would provide guidelines for Veterans and the public regarding VA’s Veterans Transportation Service (VTS).  We would create new regulations concerning the Veterans Transportation Service (VTS), a program where the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) directly transports Veterans and other persons to or from VA or VA-authorized facilities for the purposes of examination, treatment, or care.  Specifically, these regulations would define which persons are eligible, how they may apply for transportation benefits, and how VA would provide transportation, including such limitations as are necessary for the safe and effective operation of the program.

Cost Benefit:  This rulemaking aligns the Code of Regulations with the statute and current business processes.  In section 202 of the Dignified Burial and Other Veterans’ Benefits Improvement Act of 2012 (the Act), Public Law 112-260, 126 Stat. 2417 (2013), as amended by Public Law 113-59, 127 Stat. 658 (2013) and Public Law 113-175, 128 Stat. 1901 (2014), Congress codified a new statute, 38 U.S.C. 111A, which authorizes the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to carry out a program where VA transports persons for purposes of examination, treatment, or care, until December 31, 2015.  Moreover, almost all VA health care facilities administer transportation programs in the form of beneficiary travel payments, and many have already begun addressing transportation service issues by developing infrastructure or identifying the travel needs of their patients as a result of this authority.  
Methodology/Assumptions: This rulemaking would—


Modify VA’s existing transportation regulations by including new content specific to VA’s direct transportation of Veterans and other persons for the purposes of examination, treatment, or care.  


Define key terms used through-out the regulation.  These terms would include attendant, which would be similar to the term used in VA’s beneficiary travel program and refer to a person who is required to aid or assist another person; guest, which would be a person whose presence is not medically required; scheduled visit, which would be an appointment arranged prior to a person’s appearance at a VA or VA-authorized facility; and unscheduled visit, which would be a visit that was not recorded in VA’s scheduling system prior to the visit.  


Define eligible persons, which would include enrolled and non-enrolled Veterans; servicemembers; prospective and approved family caregivers; attendants; persons receiving counseling, training, or mental health services; beneficiaries of the Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs (CHAMPVA); and guests.  The regulation would also define limitations on eligibility, such as if the person’s behavior has jeopardized or could jeopardize the health or safety of others, or could interfere with the safe transportation of persons.  The regulations also would limit access so that only one person may accompany a Veteran or servicemember unless a VA clinician determines that more than one person should attend the visit.  The regulation also would provide some restrictions for persons under the age of 18.


Identify and describe the types of transportation authorized under VTS, including door-to-door service, travel to and from designated locations, service between VA facilities, and travel to and from other locations.


Explain the process for arranging transportation services and how VA would determine which persons can travel if demand for VTS services exceeds supply.

VA is merely updating regulations to accurately reflect the intent of statutory authority and current business processes, and is expected to increase the level of understanding and clarity of the regulation with no appreciable change to the benefits provided by VA. 

VA does not anticipate an increase in VTS services as a result of this rulemaking.   Many VA health care facilities have already begun addressing transportation service issues by developing infrastructure or identifying the travel needs of their patients as a result of this authority.  

Estimated Impact: We have determined that there are no increased costs to the VTS program as a result of this rulemaking.  This rulemaking merely aligns the Code of Regulations with the statute and current business processes of the VTS program, which has been in operation and funded for over four years now and is funded in the 2016 PB. There is no requirement for system change requests or any other implementation costs associated with this rulemaking.  
Submitted by:

Kristin J. Cunningham

Director, Business Policy

VHA Chief Business Office

Washington, DC

May 7, 2015
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