
Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AP38

Title of Regulation:  Agency Interpretation of Prosthetic Replacement of a Joint. 
Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking. 
Background:  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is publishing interpretive guidance for diagnostic codes (DCs) 5051 through 5056, which will also amend 38 CFR 4.71a to include the guidance.  DCs 5051 through 5056 establish rating criteria for prosthetic implant replacements of joints of the musculoskeletal system.  The Schedule for Rating Disabilities (Rating Schedule) under these DCs allow for a 1-year, 100 percent disability evaluation upon prosthetic replacement of a joint.  This rulemaking clarifies that VA’s longstanding interpretation of DCs 5051 through 5056 is that a 100 percent evaluation will be in place for a period of one year only when the total joint, rather than the partial joint, has been replaced by a prosthetic implant.
Assumptions/Methodology:  There are no benefit costs or savings associated with this rulemaking.  This rulemaking seeks to clarify the rating process relating to the replacement of joints with prosthetics by stating that the Veteran should only be given this rating if they have had the entire joint replaced.  Since this rulemaking codifies current VA practice, it will not affect benefits.  There are no additional FTE or GOE cost requirements. 
Estimated Impact:  Since there are no costs and/or savings associated with this rulemaking, and this rulemaking codifies current VA practice, it will not affect benefits.  There are no additional FTE or GOE cost requirements. 
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