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VA 
	      U.S. Department 

  of Veterans Affairs


Office of the General Counsel




In Reply Refer To: 02REG Washington DC 20420

Date:  April 20, 2015
From:
Chief Impact Analyst (02REG)
Subj:
Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AP45/WP2014-022, Fisher Houses and Other Temporary Lodging
To:
Director, Regulations Management (02REG)

I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents. 

(Attachment 1):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated April 20, 2015
(Attachment 2): CFO Concurrence memo, dated April 20, 2015
Approved by:
Michael P. Shores (02REG)
Chief, Impact Analyst

Regulation Policy & Management

Office of the General Counsel

(Attachment 1)

Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AP45/WP2014-022
Title of Regulation: Fisher Houses and Other Temporary Lodging

Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking. 
The Need for the Regulatory Action:  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) proposes to amend its regulations concerning Fisher House and other temporary lodging furnished by VA while a veteran is experiencing an episode of care at a VA medical facility.  Such lodging is generally furnished to veterans’ relatives, close friends, and caregivers at no cost, because VA’s experience has shown that veterans’ treatment outcomes are improved by having loved ones nearby. The rulemaking updates current regulations and describes a new application process for this lodging.  The rulemaking generally reflects current VA policy and practice.

Estimated Impact:  There are no costs associated with this rulemaking. VA assumes that efficiencies gained in this new application process and any resulting general operating expense (GOE) savings would be minimal.  Any efficiencies gained, would merely result in improved timeliness in processing Fisher House or other temporary lodging request.  Eliminating the application request form will not result in any increase in demand for Fisher House or temporary housing requests and will not change staffing requirements.  Any administrative or system changes costs will be absorb current operating expenses.   

Assumptions and Methodology of the Analysis: VA’s program for providing temporary lodging for certain individuals is authorized by section 1708 of title 38, United States Code (U.S.C.).  VA implemented its authority under section 1708 in 38 CFR Part 60.  However, the current regulation no longer accurately describes the process by which VA approves requests for Fisher House or other temporary lodging.  This rulemaking would amend the regulations to describe the current process.  

The application process for Fisher House or other temporary lodging is described in 38 CFR 60.15.  We propose to amend § 60.15, because the application process has substantially changed.  Section 60.15(a) currently states that VA Form 10-0408A is “the application for Fisher House and other temporary lodging.”  That section also gives instructions for obtaining and filing the specified form.  Although we will continue to accept applications submitted on Form 10-0408A until this rulemaking takes effect, VA has discontinued the use of this form in favor of a process that requires the requester to contact specified personnel directly for capture in the requester’s electronic health record of all information that would have been included on the form. 

This process has already improved the efficiency of evaluating requests for Fisher House and other temporary housing.  This process will also save time for the veteran, who will need to provide only updated information to VA staff, rather than having to complete a new form.

VA assumes that efficiencies gained in this new application process and any resulting general operating expense (GOE) savings would be minimal.  Any efficiencies gained, would merely result in improved timeliness in processing Fisher House or other temporary lodging request.

Submitted by: 
Jennifer Koget, LCSW.BCD

VA Fisher House & Family Hospitality Program Manager

Care Management and Social Work Services (10P4C)

Veterans Health Administration

Washington, DC

April 20, 2015

(Attachment 2)
(Memo applies to AP45 also)

[image: image1.emf]
PAGE  
4
CKRUGER/lbh  05/20/04   281   28A   28   20F  H/vrc-28/28/Kruger/GOE fund use letter


