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VA 
	
                                  
      U.S. Department 
  of Veterans Affairs


Office of the General Counsel					In Reply Refer To: 02REG Washington DC 20420


Date:  June 21, 2016

From:	Chief Impact Analyst (02REG)

Subj:	Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AP51/WP2015-015, Recognition of Tribal Organizations for Representation of VA Claimants

To:	Director, Regulations Management (02REG)

	I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and Tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents. 

(Attachment):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated June 21, 2016


Approved by:
Michael P. Shores 
Chief, Impact Analyst
Regulation Policy & Management
Office of the Secretary (00REG)








(Attachment)

Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AP51/WP2015-015
Title of Regulation: Recognition of Tribal Organizations for Representation of VA Claimants

Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking.

Background:  VA is proposing to amend its regulations concerning recognition of certain national, State, and regional or local organizations for purposes of VA claims representation.  Specifically, this rule would allow the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to recognize Tribal organizations in a similar manner as the Secretary recognizes State organizations.  The rule would allow a Tribal organization that is established and funded by one or more Tribal governments to be recognized for the purpose of providing assistance on VA benefit claims.  In addition, the rule would allow an employee of a Tribal government to become accredited through a recognized State organization in a similar manner as a county veterans’ service officer may become accredited through a recognized State organization.  The intended effect of this proposed rule is to improve access of Native American veterans to VA recognized organizations and VA-accredited individuals who may assist them on their benefit claims.

Cost Benefit:  VA is merely providing an optional means for Tribal organizations to become VA accredited for the purposes of representing claimants in the preparation, presentation, and prosecution of their VA benefit claims.

Methodology/Assumptions: The proposed rule would amend part 14 of title 38, Code of Federal Regulations, to provide for the recognition of Tribal organizations that are established and funded by Tribal governments so that representatives of the organizations may assist Native American claimants in the preparation, presentation, and prosecution of their VA benefit claims.  

Estimated Impact: We have determined that there are no costs and/or savings associated with this rulemaking.  

Submitted by:
Iris S. Estep
Regulation Development Coordinator (02REG)
Office of the General Counsel, Department of Veterans Affairs, Washington, DC
June 21, 2016
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