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VA 
	
                                  
      U.S. Department 
  of Veterans Affairs


Office of the Secretary					In Reply Refer To: 00REG Washington DC 20420


Date:  December 20, 2016


Subj:	Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AO15, Use of Medicare Procedures to Enter Into Provider Agreements for Extended Care Services


	I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents. 

Attachment:  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated October 11, 2016



Approved by:
Michael P. Shores, MSRC 
Acting, Director Regulation Policy & Management (00REG)
Office of the Secretary













(Attachment)


Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AO15


Title of Regulation: Use of Medicare Procedures to Enter Into Provider Agreements for Extended Care Services

Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking.  

The Need for Regulatory Action:  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on February 13, 2013, that proposed amending its regulations to allow VA to enter into provider agreements to obtain extended care services for veterans from non-VA community providers.  Since publication of that proposed rule, section 101 of the Veterans Access, Choice, and Accountability Act of 2014, created the Veterans Choice Program, which provides a clearer legal authority for VA to enter into provider agreements to obtain certain extended care services for veterans. The Veterans Choice Program also has regulations with similar criteria to establish and administer provider agreements as put forth proposed rule AO15.  Because the existing regulations for the Veterans Choice Program already allow for the formation and management of provider agreements as would have been established in proposed rule AO15, VA withdraws that proposed rule.

Estimated Impact: There are no costs associated with this rulemaking.

Assumptions and Methodology of the Analysis: This rule assumes maintaining the current payment methodologies under the Choice Program and under 38 CFR 17.55 and 17.56 for the subject extended care services.  




Submitted by:
Daniel Schoeps
VHA Office of Geriatrics and Extended Care (10P4G)
Washington, DC 20420
October 11, 2016
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