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VA 
	
                                  
      U.S. Department 
  of Veterans Affairs


Office of the Secretary					In Reply Refer To: 00REG Washington DC 20420


Date:  August 6, 2018  


Subj:	Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AQ10; Automatic Burial Benefits for Previously Unestablished Surviving Spouses



	I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents. 

(Attachment):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated March 2018.  




Approved by:
Jeffrey M. Martin 
Impact Analyst
Office of Regulation Policy & Management (00REG)
Office of the Secretary











(Attachment)

Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AQ10


Title of Regulation: Automatic Burial Benefits for Previously Unestablished Surviving Spouses

Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking. 

The Need for the Regulatory Action:  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is amending its regulations governing entitlement to VA burial benefits to clarify current and longstanding practice.  The rulemaking would amend § 3.1702(a), which permits VA to make automatic burial benefit payments to a deceased veteran’s surviving spouse when VA updates it’s computer system to reflect the veteran’s date of death.  The rulemaking would amend the regulation to specifically state that a surviving spouse who was not established as a dependent spouse on the veteran’s compensation or pension award at the time of the veteran’s death may receive an automatic burial benefit under certain circumstances.

There are several reasons why VA systems might not reflect the existence of a spouse even though a spouse does, in fact, exist: 1) This could occur when the veteran was receiving disability compensation but was rated less than 30 percent disabled under the  rating schedule; these veterans are not entitled to additional compensation for spouses;  2) If a veteran has never claimed his or her spouse as a dependent; 3) VA systems could show a spouse who is not the current spouse; or 4) this could occur if VA was never notified that the veteran’s dependency status has changed.

The amendment is to clarify the intent of the regulation—to expedite the payment of burial benefits to survivors who generally have an immediate need for supplemental financial assistance after the veteran's death.  

Estimated Impact: VA has determined that there are no new transfers and/or no new costs associated with this rulemaking.  
 
PRA Costs: None 

Assumptions and Methodology of the Analysis:  This rulemaking is a technical amendment to codify current policy and procedure and would not result in any changes to the burial benefits that surviving spouses are entitled to receive.

Submitted by: Please contact the following individuals with questions and comments:  
· VBA Pension and Fiduciary Staff:  Julieann (Jewels) Brantseg, Washington, DC
· VBA Benefits Budget Staff:  Tanisha Jenkins, Washington, DC

Date:  March 2018
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