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VA 
	
                                  
      U.S. Department 
  of Veterans Affairs


Office of the Secretary					In Reply Refer To: 00REG Washington DC 20420

Date: February 9, 2018  

From:	Impact Analyst (00REG)

Subj:	Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900- AQ27/WP2016-026, Release of Information from Department of Veterans Affairs Records

To:	Director, Regulations Management (00REG)

	I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents. 

(Attachment):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, February 9, 2018

Approved by:
Jeffrey M. Martin
Impact Analyst
Office Regulation Policy & Management (00REG)
Office of the Secretary












(Attachment)

Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AQ27/WP2016-026

Title of Regulation: Release of Information from Department of Veterans Affairs Records

Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking. 

The Need for the Regulatory Action: This rulemaking amends the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) regulations governing the submission and processing of requests for information under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and the Privacy Act in order to reorganize, streamline, and clarify existing regulations.  VA’s authority for publishing this rulemaking reads as follows: 5 U.S.C. 552, 552a, 38 U.S.C. 501(a), unless otherwise noted.  The FOIA, codified at 5 U.S.C. 552, requires an agency to publish public guidance regarding its implementation of the statute, such as rules of procedure and substantive rules of general applicability.  The Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, codified at 5 U.S.C. 552a, requires an agency to publish its rules and procedures implementing that statute.  Section 501(a) of title 38, U.S.C., authorizes the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to prescribe rules and regulations to carry out the laws administered by VA.

Estimated Impact:  There are no transfer costs or savings associated with this rulemaking.  The proposed provisions in this rulemaking would be insignificant and have a negligible impact on collection fees to the Treasury.  

Paperwork Reduction Act:  This action contains no provisions constituting a collection of information under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501-3521). 

Assumptions and Methodology of the Analysis:  In FY16, VA received approximately 34,000 FOIA requests and collected $28,985.00 in fees for the U.S. Treasury.  In FY17, VA received approximately 24,000 FOIA requests and collected $40,520.00 for the Treasury.  With regard to the fee modifications proposed in this rulemaking, the collection of fees to the Treasury would have an insignificant economic impact.  VA is merely reorganizing, streamlining and clarifying existing regulations.  
 



Submitted by:
Kenyatta McLeod-Poole 
Deputy Chief Counsel, Information Law Group
Department of Veterans Affairs
Washington, DC
February 9, 2018
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