	[bookmark: _GoBack]
[image: ]
VA 
	
                                  
      U.S. Department 
  of Veterans Affairs


Office of the Secretary					In Reply Refer To: 00REG Washington DC 20420


Date:  November 19, 2018


Subj:	Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AQ34, Update: Enrollment - provision of hospital and outpatient care to Medal of Honor veterans


	I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.  

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact document. 

(Attachment):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated August 10, 2018


Approved by:
Jeffrey M. Martin
Impact Analyst
Office of Regulation Policy & Management (00REG)
Office of the Secretary



(Attachment)

Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AQ34 

Title of Regulation: Update: Enrollment - provision of hospital and outpatient care to Medal of Honor veterans.

Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking. 

The Need for the Regulatory Action:  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is amending its medical regulations governing eligibility for VA health care and copayment requirements to conform to recent statutory changes.  VA is changing its enrollment criteria to move Medal of Honor (MOH) recipients from Priority Group 3 (PG3) to Priority Group 1 (PG1) and exempting recipients of the Medal of Honor from copayments for inpatient care, outpatient care, medications, and extended care services.  

Estimated Impact:  VA has determined that there are no transfers or costs associated with this rulemaking 

Assumptions and Methodology of the Analysis:  In June 2018, VA determined that there are 71 living Medal of Honor recipients, nearly all of whom are already enrolled in PG1.  Of the remainder, 7 have chosen to not enroll (and/or are still on active duty), and 10 are (or were) in PG2 or PG3.  VA has determined that all of the MOH veterans have already moved to PG1 based on the change in law.  The potential impact or reduction of copayments received from MOH veterans who have not been moved into PG1 would be insignificant and copayment differential would be de minimis.  

Paperwork Reduction Act:  There are no information collection costs associated with this rulemaking. 

PRA Costs:  None.  

Submitted by: Erik Shepherd
Program Specialist
Office of Regulatory and Administrative Affairs (10B4)
Washington, DC

Date: November 19, 2018
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