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VA 
	
                                  
      U.S. Department 
  of Veterans Affairs


Office of the Secretary					In Reply Refer To: 00REG Washington DC 20420


June 6, 2019  


Subj:	Regulatory Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AQ35(F), Committal Services, memorial services and funeral honors 

	I have reviewed the attached Regulatory Impact Analysis and determined the following:

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant Regulatory Impact Analysis document, dated June 6, 2019.  



Approved by:
Jeffrey Martin
Impact Analyst
Office of Regulation Policy & Management (00REG)
Office of the Secretary



(Attachment)

Regulatory Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AQ35(F)

Title of Regulation: Committal Services, memorial services and funeral honors.

Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking.

The Need for the Regulatory Action: The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is  amending its regulations to address committal or memorial services and funeral honors.  This rulemaking will reflect current VA practices relative to respecting the expressed wishes of the personal representative when making arrangements for the committal or memorial service.  We will clarify the process for requesting committal or memorial services when requesting interment at VA national cemeteries and we will address access to public areas at VA national cemeteries.  The rulemaking will also address when committal services may be conducted at a gravesite rather than in a committal shelter.  We will also amend measures to implement the statutory requirement that VA notify the personal representative of the funeral honors available to the deceased veteran.   

Estimated Impact:  VA has determined that there are no transfers or costs associated with this rulemaking.  The regulatory provisions in the rulemaking are consistent with current laws, VA policies and procedures, and reflect routine current practices.  There are Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) incremental costs associated with this rulemaking.  However, this rulemaking is not expected to be an EO 13771 regulatory action because the rulemaking is not significant under EO 12866.  Details on the estimated PRA incremental costs of this rulemaking can found in the PRA section below.  
 
Assumptions and the Methodology of the Analysis:  This rulemaking is developed in response to legislation requiring amendments to VA regulations.  Some of the amendments required by the statute have been implemented and reflect current VA practices. For example, the regulation restates NCA’s ongoing practice to respect the wishes of Veterans’ families while ensuring the safety and dignity of VA cemeteries as national shrines.  In addition, the rulemaking also clarifies VA practices that are already routine, such as the process for requesting committal or memorial services and use of public areas at VA national cemeteries.  The rulemaking also implements other statutory requirements that VA performs regularly such as, notifying personal representatives of funeral honors available to deceased veterans.  VA is merely amending its regulations to conform to current law and practice, therefore VA does not assume a need for the appropriation of additional funds.   
Paperwork Reduction Act: This rulemaking contains provisions constituting collections of information at 38 CFR 619(a) and (b).  The information collection requirements at 38 CFR 619(a) and (b) are currently approved by OMB and have been assigned OMB control number 2900-0232.  The information collections associated with 38 CFR 619(a) and (b) would remain unchanged as a result of the provisions in this rulemaking.  


This rulemaking also includes provisions constituting a new collection of information under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 that require approval by the OMB. Accordingly, under 44 U.S.C. 3507(d), VA has submitted a copy of this rulemaking action to OMB for review.  The new information collection associated with this rulemaking is at 38 CFR 38.619(f)(4).  The information collection requirements at 38 CFR 38.619(f)(4) are to implement certain requirements for organizations providing funeral honors services for national cemetery visitors.  VA requires this information collection to ensure that funeral honors activities performed on VA property maintain the honor and dignity of the national cemetery and do not negatively impact the safety of cemetery visitors.  The new information collection requirements associated with this rulemaking at 38 CFR 38.619(f)(4) are as follows:  

Estimated number of respondents per month/year:  380 annually.
Estimated frequency of responses per month/year: one response total.
Estimated average burden per response: 5 minutes/.08 hours.
Estimated total annual reporting and recordkeeping burden: 31.7 hours.
Estimated cost to respondents per year:  NCA estimates the total cost to all respondents to be $771.58 per year (31.7 burden hours x $24.34 per hour (general wage data)).  

PRA Impact:  The total incremental PRA costs associated with the provisions of this rulemaking are estimated to be $771.58 per year.  


Submitted by:
Patricia L. Watts
Director, Legislative and Regulatory Service
National Cemetery Administration
Washington, DC 20420
June 6, 2019



image1.jpeg




