Fact Sheet 01-13

CHAMPVA and the Medicare Prescription Drug Plan

What is the Medicare Prescription Drug Plan?

The Medicare Prescription Drug Plan (Part D) is a volun-
tary prescription drug plan that provides beneficiaries with
assistance paying for prescription drugs. To participate,
beneficiaries must enroll in one of the many Part D plans
offered by private companies.

If you currently are enrolled in the Medicare Prescription
Drug Plan (Part D), you should review your plan each year
to ensure you have the plan that works best for you. You can
switch to a different Medicare drug plan during the annual
Open Enrollment Period for Part D, if your needs change.

Should I participate in Medicare (Part D)?

Whether or not to participate is a personal decision. Before
you make your decision, we suggest you consider that
CHAMPVA likely offers a more cost effective benefit than
Medicare (Part D), with no additional monthly premiums.

Can |l enroll in Medicare (Part D) and still have
CHAMPVA coverage for prescriptions?

Yes; however, you may have Medicare Part D enrollment
costs. Medicare will be your primary prescription coverage
and CHAMPVA will pay as secondary coverage.

If | am enrolled in a Medicare drug coverage plan, can
| also participate in the Meds by Mail Program?

No. CHAMPVA Meds by Malil is only available to those who
do not have any other prescription coverage. If you cur-
rently use Meds by Mail and elect a Medicare Prescription
Drug Plan (Part D), you will no longer be able to utilize
Meds by Mail.

What are the Medicare Prescription Drug Plan
deductibles and copayments for the standard drug
benefit and what will | pay?

Your actual drug plan costs will vary depending on the
Medicare Part D plan you choose. Medicare drug plans are
considered other health insurance (OHI) and will pay first.
CHAMPVA will then reimburse copayments up to 100% of
the CHAMPVA allowable amount for prescriptions. You will
then be responsible for any costs not covered by Medicare
and CHAMPVA.
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What are the cost differences between Medicare drug
coverage and CHAMPVA?

Cost to enroll (premiums)

Most Medicare Prescription Drug Plans charge
a monthly fee that varies by plan. Your monthly
premium is based on your income as reported
on your IRS tax return from two years ago and
Medicare |lastyear.If yourincome is above a certain limit,
Part D Only | You'll pay an income-related monthly adjust-
ment amount in addition to your plan’s fee.

For more information, visit the Medicare website
http://www.medicare.gov/part-d/costs/premiums/
drug-plan-premiums.html

CHAMPVA

$0.00
Only

Catastrophic cap (maximum out-of-pocket expenses)

$4,700 for 2015 and then you pay a small
coinsurance amount or copayment for covered
drugs for the rest of the year.

Medicare
Part D Only

$3,000 per year (this includes prescriptions and
all other approved medical expenses. Once the
catastrophic cap is met, CHAMPVA pays 100% of
the VA-determined allowable amount)

CHAMPVA
Only

How do | get more information?
Medicare
e Mail: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
7500 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, MD 21244-1850
1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227)

« Website: http://www.medicare.gov

o Phone:

CHAMPVA

e Mail:  VHA Office of Community Care, CHAMPVA
PO Box 469063, Denver CO 80246-9063

e Phone: 1-800-733-8387, Monday-Friday
8:05 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Eastern Standard Time
e Email: Follow the directions for submitting email via

IRIS at https://iris.custhelp.com/app/ask

» Website: http://www.va.gov/purchasedcare/

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

Veterans Health Administration
Office of Community Care
CHAMPVA



http://www.medicare.gov/part-d/costs/premiums/drug-plan-premiums.html
http://www.medicare.gov/part-d/costs/premiums/drug-plan-premiums.html
http://www.medicare.gov
https://iris.custhelp.com/app/ask
http://www.va.gov/purchasedcare/




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Fact Sheet 01-13_CHAMPVA and the Medicare Prescription Drug Plan-508.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



