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RAC Committee Business 

A p ril 8, 2005

•  A ppoin tm ents

•  Future Meetings, Reports

Future RAC Meetings

•  Upcom ing Meeting Topics

➢ Additional research related to Gulf  War exposures

➢ GWI treatments research

➢ Special topics

Next RAC Meeting

•  Update from  Dr. Concato re: AChE-R study

•  Data presentation from  Dr. Kang re: pre lim inary 
resu lts o f l ifes ty le, treatm ent questions from 
long itud ina l survey



Future RAC Meetings: Exposure Topics

• Outstanding items re: exposure topics already addressed

• Additional exposure topics: which are of interest?
➢ Jet fuel
➢ CARC paint
➢ Solvents
➢ Sand

• Overview/analysis of research relating to combinations of 
exposures

• Overview/comparison of evidence re: all Gulf War-related 
exposures

Future RAC Meetings: GWI Treatments

•  Detailed review  o f research stud ies on trea tm ents 
fo r  m ultisym ptom  illnesses

•  In fo rm ation  from  c lin ica l p ractices tha t trea t Gulf 
ve te rans ’ illnesses, o the r m ultisym ptom  illnesses

Future RAC Meetings: Possible Special Topics

• Development of Gulf War veteran brain tissue bank

• What we know about diagnosed conditions in Gulf War 
veterans: Info from epi research, benefits information

• Possible links and insights into GWI research from what is 
known about etiology and treatment of neurodegenerative 
conditions

• Neuro-immune interactions potentially associated with GWI 
(e.g. autonomic regulation of inflammation]

• Methodological issues in GWI research: Standards of study 
design, GWI case definition, etc.

Plans for 2005 Meetings, Next Committee Report

S e p t 2005 Meeting
• Wrap-up of research on remaining exposure topics

• Review of treatment information

• Preliminary discussion of findings, recommendations on 
specific topics



Plans for 2005 Meetings, Next Committee Report

Dec 2005 Meeting
• Clean up loose ends re: topics covered

• Review of VA GWI research program and progress

• Discussion of content, findings, and recommendations of 2006 
RAC Report

Early 2006
• Circulate draft 2006 RAC Report for review and comments

Future RAC Meetings, Report

•  Q uestions?

•  Suggestions?

R A C  w ebsite: www .va.go v/rac-gwvi

R A C  email: RA C @ m ed .va .gov

http://www.va.gov/rac-gwvi
mailto:RAC@med.va.gov



