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* Only documented battlefield exposure to nerve agent in
the military history of the United States

* Only documented neurobehavioral investigation in a
battlefield nerve agent casualty

* Neurocognitive abnormalities documented eight months
after exposure, invalid examination one year later

 Patient is now performing at high level, still on active duty
in the US Army

* History of exposure in Iraq, May 2004

* NB: Two soldiers diagnosed themselves and reported for
medical care as per SOP. Medical care was appropriate as
best we can determine

* Immediate medical evaluation, off duty x 3 weeks.
Completed tour, and returned to United States August
2004
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Case Report

* Initial evaluation at Walter Reed Army Medical Center,
January 2005

* Second evaluation at Walter Reed Army Medical Center,
October 2006

 Physical evaluation at home station, April 2010

* Sarin vapor exposure, no liquid exposure

* No exposure to factors discussed in Gulf War literature,
including:

— Qil fires
— DEET
— Permethrin

— Antidotes to nerve agent
— Pyridostigmine bromide
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Case Report

* Differential diagnosis of neurobehavioral abnormalities
— Direct neurotoxicity from sarin acting alone
— PTSD or other primarily functional disorder
* History consistent with both possibilities

* My assessment: both factors were involved; we cannot
guantitate degree of involvement of each factor

* As in cases from 1950’s, patient appears to have made full
recovery as best we can determine

* Patient is functioning well on active duty, has been
promoted to E-8, and is about to start airborne school






