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Date: 23 July 2013 

A Thank You, and 1991 Gulf War Illness and RAC Changes: A Historical Perspective 

 

Honorable Secretary Shinseki 

Department of Veterans Affairs Central Office (VACO) 

810 Vermont Avenue, NW  

Washington, DC 20420 

CC: US President; US House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs; US Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs; US Senator Merkley; US Senator Wyden; 

and US Representative Defazio  

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

First, please do not stigmatize me because of my mental illness.  

 

Next, I would like to thank the Indianapolis Regional Office for awarding me 100% Total and Permanent disability for my 

medical aliments, which includes the very disabling schizoaffective disorder. Sadly, my illnesses do not allow me to be 

employed as a chemical engineer, biological scientist, which I have a degree for both, or as an employee in any other 

environment. Since medication does not help me with most of my positive, negative, and cognitive symptoms of 

schizophrenia, I am considered a refractory schizophrenic. Also, I cannot handle a gram of stress any longer. Initially, and 

directly after the 1991 Gulf War, I was diagnosed with Generalized Anxiety Disorder (GAD), which, according to the US 

Veterans Affairs, is often a precursor to schizophrenic and bipolar disorders. GAD has been definitively connected to 1991 

Gulf War Illness too[21]. Although I believe that some errors occurred and the claims process promotes suicidal thinking, 

most people at the Indianapolis Regional Office were friendly.   

 

Sadly, I was denied compensation for my 1991 Gulf War Illness. I was denied even though I was diagnosed with 1991 Gulf 

War Illness by US Veterans Affairs War Related Illness and Injury Study Center (WRIISC). As you should know, the US 

Veterans Affairs usually touts the US VA WRIISC as the experts on 1991 Gulf War Illnesses. In fact, my WRIISC 

physician contacted the Indianapolis Chief of Compensation and Pension on my behalf because she could not understand 

why I had been denied. Sadly, I am a part of several 1991 Gulf War veterans groups on Facebook and the prevailing belief 

is that most 1991 Gulf War veterans are denied compensation even though presumptions exist. Because of financial 

security, I did not appeal the 1991 Gulf War Illness claim decision by the Indianapolis Regional Office. If I appeal, it is 

possible that I could lose my 100% Total and Permanent disability rating for my schizoaffective disorder, which would be 

detrimental to me financially and medically. As an example, I often throw away new food because I believe my food has 

been poisoned—I have olfactory and gustatory hallucinations, gag, and I cannot eat or drink. That is quite costly. Also, I have 

dental problems.  

 

I hope I am not retaliated against for writing this letter to US Veterans Affairs Secretary Shinseki, my Congressional 

Representatives, and the US President. I hope I do not lose my 100% Total and Permanent disability rating. I say that 

because of the recent VA whistleblower and Senior Epidemiologist, Dr. Coughlin, and recent VA changes to 

Congressionally Chartered Research Advisory Committee On Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses  (RAC). Also, it appears that the 

Veterans Affairs is operating as a rogue agency since it is ignoring US House Committee on Veterans Affairs requests[20].   
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Many 1991 Gulf War Veterans Are Concerned About Congressionally Chartered Research Advisory Committee On Gulf 

War Veterans’ Illnesses (RAC) Changes 

 

Sorry, but the situation is complex and this is going to be a long letter. I should state now that I trust Congressionally 

Chartered Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans Illnesses (RAC) position on the issues mentioned in this 

letter.  

 

First, thanks for your continued interest. The situation really is dire because time is of essence, and some veterans could, in 

the worse case, be denied future compensation and go homeless or commit suicide. I was on that route before receiving 

Veterans Affairs disability compensation in February 2013.  

 

Brief Political History of 1991 Gulf War Illness and RAC 

 

During the 1991 Gulf War, I, like many soldiers, was given experimental medication and I had severe reaction to that 

medication. Also, I was attached with the 24th Infantry Division and chemical detector alarms sounded. We were told that 

the alarms were false-positive. Now, we know that our generals had decided to bomb chemical weapons manufacturing 

plants in Iraq, and the chemical detector alarms went off the days after that bombing[4;4a]. During that period, we were 

likely bathed in low-dose chemical weapons. Also, we were given pyridostigmine bromide during that period, which goes 

against FDA recommendation since pyridostigmine bromide can exacerbate the effect of nerve agent. In addition, large 

bunkers were destroyed with chemical weapons in place.   

 

Many 1991 Gulf War soldiers experienced symptoms during the 1991 Gulf War. When we returned, the DOD and VA 

stated our symptoms were psychological and due to stress. During the 1990s the Senator Riegle report verified the chemical 

weapon exposure[5]. Because of the large number of veterans complaining of symptoms; CIA, DOD, VA denial, the 

Congressionally Chartered Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses was created by Congress in 

1998[6]. Still, the Veterans Affairs stone-walled the creation and members were not appointed until 2002 by Secretary 

Anthony J. Principi[6].  

 

After many frustrating years, the RAC decided to prepare and release a report, year of 2008, that, similar to a large peer 

reviewed journal article, scientifically proved that 1991 Gulf War Illness was real, debilitating, and likely connected to 

pyridostigmine bromide, overuse of pesticides, and possible other environmental exposures[7]. Prior to that release, the 

members of Congressionally Chartered Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses (RAC) testified 

before Congress, year of 2007. Here is a quote from Chairman James Binns who is a Vietnam veteran and Harvard lawyer:  

 

Year 2007 Quote: "This government manipulation of science and violation of law to devalue the health problems of 

ill veterans is something I would not have believed possible in the United States of America until I took this job. 

Until this practice is stopped, the products of Gulf War illnesses research will be distorted, misleading the Secretary, 

Congress, veterans’ doctors, and the scientific community."[Mr. James Binn, Committee Chair, Congressionally 

appointed Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illness (RAC), Vietnam veteran, Harvard Law 

Graduate, 8] 

 

Some members of RAC believe some Veterans Affairs bureaucrats were furious about the release of the RAC 2008 

report[7]. Why? Because some bureaucrats at the Veterans Affairs have stoned walled 1991 Gulf War Illness research and 

Agent Orange research[1]. In fact, Veterans Service Organizations discuss such political relationships as well[22].  
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Year 2013 Quote: "5. The individuals behind the recent staff pushbacks are some of the same people that Congress 

was concerned about in 1997, who have built their careers on minimizing the health consequences of toxic 

exposures. Dr. Michael Peterson, currently in charge of post-deployment health research at the VA Office of Public 

Health, was a principal investigator of the 1987 update to the Ranch Hand study that concluded Agent Orange had 

no adverse effect on the health of Vietnam veterans. Dr. Kelly Brix, currently DoD co-chair of the Deployment 

Health Working Group subcommittee that co-ordinates VA/DoD research policy, was a staff member of the 1995-

1997 Presidential Advisory Committee that concluded the likely causes of Gulf War Illness was stress." [Dr. James 

Binns, Chairman of RAC, 1]       

 

A Suggestion and RAC 1991 Gulf War Veteran Member 

 

Sadly, the situation is quite complex and combines law, science, medicine, and politics. To help relieve the complexity, I 

suggest you read Dr. James Binns' 3 page letter[1] because it highlights some of the numerous problems that Congressionally 

Chartered Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses (RAC) has faced. The RAC June 2012 document 

is more detailed[2]. Also, I suggest you read the 1991 Gulf War Veterans RAC member letter to Secretary Shinseki[3]. 

 

Next, I can give my opinion, but I would like to suggest you speak to Gulf War Veteran RAC member, Anthony Hardie, 

because he has been involved for many years and has an outstanding understanding. As such, he can likely elaborate on the 

points I make. He has testified before US Congress, US House Committee on Veterans Affairs, on several occasions. 

Before you and Anthony communicate, you might want to read the 1991 Gulf War Veterans RAC member letter to 

Secretary Shinseki[3].  In fact, Anthony Hardie uploaded the letters[1;3;23].  

 

Some Points About RAC Changes 

 

In addition to changing the charter and possibly relieving the Veterans Affairs of responsibility with respect to 1991 Gulf 

War veterans' illness research,  

 

As an example, removal of: "The guiding principle for the work of the committee shall be the premise that the 

fundamental goal of Gulf War health-related government research, either basic or applied, is to ultimately improve 

the health of ill Gulf War Veterans, and that the choice and successes of research efforts shall be judged 

accordingly. The Committee shall assess the overall effectiveness of government research to answer central 

questions on the nature, causes, and treatments for health consequences of military service in the Southwest Asia 

theater of operations during the 1990-1991 Gulf War." [Removed from 6th RAC charter; 24] 

  

the Veterans Affairs leadership, Secretary Shinseki, has made a decision to replace Congressionally Chartered Research 

Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses (RAC) membership. Part of that change is Dr. James Binns, 

Chairman of RAC, and six other members to be decided. Rotation and member changes have always been allowed in the 

charters, but have not occurred since the inception of RAC. Chairman Binns has long been a strong advocate for 1991 Gulf 

War veterans. Many 1991 Gulf War veterans are concerned about the sudden change[9].  

 

Some RAC members believe the membership change is due to a scathing June 2012 RAC report that asked to have some 

VA bureaucrats removed from duty. Why? Because there are some VA bureaucrats that have consistently been a road 

block to needed research into 1991 Gulf War Illness. As an example, 2/3 of the research dollars were cut without RAC 

agreement. Once again, I suggest you read the letters: "Letter from Dr. James Binns, Chairman of Congressionally Chartered 

Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses (RAC) to Hon. Jose D. Riojas, Interim Chief of Staff of 

Secretary Eric Shinseki, US Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), May 29, 2013"[1] and "Letter From RAC-GWVI Gulf 

War Veteran Members--Anthony Hardie, Marquerite Knox, Joel Graves--to Secretary Eric Shinseki, US Department of 

Veterans Affairs, June 10, 2013."[3].  
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A Year of 2013 Veterans Affairs Whistleblower 

 

Please note that Dr. Coughlin, past VA epidemiologist and recent, March 2013, VA whistleblower verifies RAC concerns of 

VA incompetence.  

 

Year 2013 Whistle-blower Quote: "Twenty to thirty percent of these veterans were also Gulf War veterans, and the 

study produced data regarding their exposures to pesticides, oil well fires, and pyridostigmine bromide pills. It also 

included meticulously coded data as to what medications they take. The Office of Public Health has not released 

these data, or even the fact that this important information on Gulf War veterans exists. Anything that supports the 

position that Gulf War illness is a neurological condition is unlikely to ever be published." [Dr. Coughlin, Senior 

Epidemiologist and Veteran Affairs Whistleblower, 10] 

 

Why is research so important in the 1991 Gulf War Illness case?      

 

First, research should lead to understanding and treatment, and many, approximately 1 in 3, "250,000", deployed veterans 

are suffering from 1991 Gulf War Illness. If research dollars are spent in the wrong area, understanding of mechanisms will 

not be realized. From what I understand, RAC members believe the charter changes allow the Veterans Affairs to possibly 

research the role of stress in 1991 Gulf War Illnesses even though science and medicine has long proved that stress research 

is not the appropriate direction. As such, stress research spends precious dollars that could be used in other areas of 

research that might lead to understanding and treatment.  

 

With that said, I am not saying that stress is not a factor. As an ill 1991 Gulf War veteran, I cannot handle a gram of stress. I 

was diagnosed with Generalized Anxiety Disorder (GAD) directly after the 1991 Gulf War, and I am now service-connected 

for schizoaffective disorder and 100% Total and Permanent disabled. As previously mentioned, GAD has been definitively 

connected to 1991 Gulf War Illness. As a pharmaceutical chemical engineer and whistleblower, stress from whistleblower 

retaliation exacerbated my 1991 Gulf War Illness and precipitated schizoaffective disorder. The VA notes that GAD is often 

a precursor to schizophrenic and bipolar disorders. Yes, stress chemicals are endogenous and can exacerbate 1991 Gulf 

War Illness, but stress is not the likely "cause". Rather, an exogenous chemical is likely the cause, chemical weapons; 

experimental medication; overuse of pesticides[7]. Why is that important?  

 

Both VA medical doctors and VA researchers need to realize that exogenous chemicals are likely the cause of 1991 Gulf 

War Illness. In fact, all researchers should be aware. Like damage to the cutaneous skin organ from exogenous chemical 

burns, the human brain is susceptible to exogenous damage as well[11]. In fact, endogenous stress chemical can physically 

damage and change the brain as well[12]. Wait, didn't I just say that stress was not the cause! Yes, I said that research has 

shown that stress is not the likely cause.  

 

In fact, research has shown a correlation between chemical detector alarms and 1991 Gulf War Illness symptoms, nerve 

death[13-13c]. Also, past and recent research has shown brain damage[7;14-15a] and correlation to symptoms. In addition, 

researchers are investigating the role of brain inflammation with respect to 1991 Gulf War Illness[16] Still, the actual "cause" 

of 1991 Gulf War Illness is not definitively known because it happened so long ago.      

 

What is known is that we 1991 Gulf War veterans were a part of the most toxic war in US military history[17]. Also, 1 in 3 

deployed veterans are experiencing symptoms. For many, the illness destroys an ability to work. Sadly, it appears that many 

are denied compensation too[17]. In fact, I was denied my compensation claim for 1991 Gulf War Illness even though 

Veterans Affairs War Related Illness and Injury Study Center (WRIISC) diagnosed me with 1991 Gulf War Illness. The US 

Veterans Affairs has said the WRIISC are the intra-institutional experts on 1991 Gulf War Illness. What was I compensated 

for?  

 

Initially, I was 70% compensated for schizoaffective disorder and awarded 100% Individual Unemployability with my 1991 

Gulf War claim deferred. A second rater and compensation evaluator denied my 1991 Gulf War Illness claim, but he called 

me and told me that he was increasing my schizoaffective disorder claim to 100% Total and Permanent because the first 

rater grossly underrated me. How is this connected to the above? Brain inflammation and white matter disease has been 

implicated in schizophrenic symptoms[18], schizophrenia and bipolar are suppose to be highly genetic, and I cannot find 
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any present or past family members with schizoaffective, schizophrenia, or bipolar disorders. As such, I personally believe 

my schizoaffective was caused by my 1991 Gulf War Illness. Why is that important?  

 

As an example, I have been told by a eminent 1991 Gulf War researcher that epidemiological researchers are investigating if 

there is a higher prevalence of schizophrenic and bipolar disorders as compared to the US population on average--There 

might be a sub population of ill 1991 Gulf War veterans suffering from schizophrenia or bipolar disorders. Please note that 

the US National Institute of Mental Health lists schizophrenia as the most devastating severe mental illness known. The 

World Health Organization lists schizophrenic disorders as 1 of 10 worse diseases known to man. Often, schizophrenics are 

homeless. Is there a possibility that some 1991 Gulf War veterans are schizophrenic because of their service and homeless? 

Only research out of the research group of stress is, in my opinion, likely to determine that factor. Such research is 

important for compensation purposes too. Wait? I was compensated. Yes, I was also diagnosed with Generalized Anxiety 

Disorder (GAD) while in the military. As such, I had a service connection, and many veterans might not be that lucky. 

Remember GAD is often a precursor to schizophrenic disorders.  

 

I realize I said 1991 Gulf war researchers are investigating if there is a statistically likely increased prevalence of 

schizophrenic and bipolar disorders among the 1991 Gulf War veteran population. As such, an answer might be found. 

That answer will be determined because something other than stress has been considered.  

 

Also, I believe now is a good time to mention that combat PTSD is lower in the 1991 Gulf War population as compared to 

other veteran populations. It is well known that combat PTSD is due to combat stress. With that said, I do not minimize 

those veterans that did see combat during the 1991 Gulf War. Many Iraqis died, such enormous numbers of death are not 

natural, and we must respect the death of any human being. I know because I was a part of some battles during the 1991 

Gulf war as a member of the 24th Infantry Division. I have also been diagnosed with combat PTSD by two US VA 

psychiatrists but claim denied. Once again, I am not appealing the decision since I have 100% Total and Permanent 

disability for schizoaffective disorder. Like 1991 Gulf War Illness, I would appeal based on principle, but I cannot afford to 

lose financial and medical security. Still, I am advocating for less fortunate and ill 1991 Gulf War veterans. Please do not 

reduce my 100% rating.   

 

RAC Changes 

 

The Veterans Affairs change the regulations based on scientific research. In fact, the law requires the Veterans Affairs to use 

the National Academies, or comparable Institute, to evaluate the scientific research and make decisions. Once the 

evaluation is accomplished, the Secretary has a period to decide if he will make regulatory changes based on the National 

Academy findings. The National Academy findings are based upon available research. When the National Academies 

perform their evaluation, they eliminate many studies from the evaluation because the studies do not meet their criteria. As 

such, funds are often wasted in research--hate the word “wasted” because such research might have revealed important 

results. For this reason, a unified "case definition" is needed. Also, research is mostly dependent upon Government funding--

Ross Perot has actually funded some of Dr. Haley's research, and research dollars are precious. As such, Congressionally 

Chartered Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses (RAC) would like to concentrate VA research in 

the appropriate direction that is most economical and scientific. It makes no sense to continue an investigation into areas 

that provide no substance. In fact, the National Academies Institute of Medicine found that 1991 Gulf War Illness is not 

due to any "psychiatric" illness. With that said, 1991 Gulf War illness can cause psychological problems, Chronic Fatigue, 

Irritable Bowel Syndrome, Fibromyalgia, Undiagnosed Illnesses, etc[19].  

 

The RAC charter is a legal document and is intended to guide the RAC in a direction of investigating the research direction 

of the Veterans Affairs. In the past, the RAC looked at other Government research as well. To RAC, it appears the Veterans 

Affairs has manipulated the charter to eliminate RAC's ability to effectively investigate the research direction. Remember, the 

US Congress created the RAC as an entity to evaluate the US Government research into 1991 Gulf War Illness because 

parts of the US Government were stone walling. Sadly, VA politics have come into play and the RAC believes VA has 

purposefully retaliated against the RAC because the RAC did their job[2;7].  
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Wouldn't membership change be better since it brings a new set of eyes?  

 

In most cases, change would be beneficial. In fact, I will go as far as to say that it might be beneficial if there is political 

gridlock too. With that said, political gridlock should not be created as a means to cause change for nefarious purposes. In 

other words, politics should not affect the outcome of science. Let properly directed research science speak for itself[19].  

 

Personal Statement 

   

Well, that is my take. I could have made some errors. I am sorry for the long letter, but the situation is complex as it 

involves many agencies. More importantly, it involves people.  

 

Also, I want all to know that I realize the US Veterans Affairs is a very large organization. Like any large organization, there 

are stars, average, and dead-beats. Sadly, each person represents the US Veterans Affairs. As such, we 1991 Gulf War 

veterans will often generalize to Veterans Affairs. With that said, we are often reminded about our positive experiences too.  

 

For me, my life has been saved twice by the US Veterans Affairs. I was saved when I had a large liver abscess, and when I 

was awarded compensation. Instead of going homeless, I would have likely committed suicide. If you don’t know, suicidal 

ideation is common among schizophrenics[25].   

 

I now beg you to properly investigate Dr. Coughlin’s, Senior Epidemiologist and VA whistleblower, allegations. Also, I ask 

that an investigation ensue regarding RAC changes. Finally, I believe both investigations should be accomplished in the 

public eye.  

 

References:  

 

[1] Congressionally Chartered Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses. Letter from Dr. James Binns, 

Chairman of Congressionally Chartered Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses (RAC) to Hon. Jose 

D. Riojas, Interim Chief of Staff of Secretary Eric Shinseki, US Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), May 29, 2013. 

scribd.com[online]. 2013. Available from: http://www.scribd.com/doc/150958154/LETTER-RAC-Chair-Binns-to-Riojas-Re-

RAC-Charter-05-29-2013 

 

[2] Congressionally Chartered Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses. Research Advisory 

Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses Findings and Recommendation, June 2012. va.gov[online]. 2012. Available 

from: http://www.va.gov/RAC-GWVI/docs/Committee_Documents/CommitteeDocJune2012.pdf 

 

[3] Congressionally Chartered Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses. Letter From RAC-GWVI 

Gulf War Veteran Members--Anthony Hardie, Marquerite Knox, Joel Graves--to Secretary Eric Shinseki, US Department 

of Veterans Affairs, June 10, 2013. scribd.com[online]. 2013. Available from: http://www.scribd.com/doc/150958485/RAC-

Gulf-War-Veterans-Urgent-Letter-to-Sec-Shinseki-06-10-2013 

 

[4] Kennedy, Kelly. Study: Wind blew deadly gas to U.S. troops in Gulf War, December 2012. ustoday.com[online]. 2012. 

Available from: http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2012/12/13/sarin-gas-gulf-war-veterans/1766835/ 

 

[4a] Haley, Robert W.; Tuite, James J. Meteorological and Intelligence Evidence of Long-Distance Transit of Chemical 

Weapons Fallout from Bombing Early in the 1991 Persian Gulf War, December 2012. karger.com[online]. 2012. vol. 40. 

pp. 160-177. Available from: 

http://content.karger.com/ProdukteDB/produkte.asp?Aktion=ShowFulltext&ArtikelNr=345123&Ausgabe=257603&Produk

tNr=224263 DOI: 10.1159/000345123 

  

RAC-GWVI Meeting Minutes 
January 7-8, 2014 

Page 176 of 204
Appendix C 
Public Comment 1 - Chris Harding



Chris Harding    

A Thank You, and 1991 Gulf War Illness and RAC Changes: A Historical Perspective  7 of 9 

[5] U.S. Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. U.S. Chemical and Biological Warfare-Related Dual-

Use Exports to Iraq and Their Possible Impact on the Health Consequences of the Persian Gulf War, 1994. 

gulflink.osd.mil[online]. 2012. Available from: 

http://www.gulflink.osd.mil/medsearch/FocusAreas/riegle_report/report/report_toc.htm 

 

[6] Department of Veterans Affairs. Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses. va.gov[online]. 2013. 

Available from: http://www.va.gov/RAC-GWVI/ 

 

[7] Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses. Gulf War Illness and Health of Gulf War Veterans. 

Scientific Findings and Recommendations, 2008. va.gov[online]. 2012. Available from: http://www.va.gov/RAC-

GWVI/docs/Committee_Documents/GWIandHealthofGWVeterans_RAC-GWVIReport_2008.pdf 

 

[8] US House Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Witness Testimony of Mr. James Binns, Research Advisory Committee on 

Gulf War Veterans' Illneses, US Department of Veterans Affairs, July 2007. veterans.house.gov[online]. 2012. Available 

from: http://veterans.house.gov/witness-testimony/mr-james-binns 

 

[9] Harding, Chris. Is Secretary Shinseki Playing Politics With 1991 Gulf War Veterans And Their Health?, June 13, 2013. 

ireport.cnn.com[online]. 2013. Available from: http://ireport.cnn.com/docs/DOC-988088 

 

[10] US House Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Witness Testimony of Dr. Steven S. Coughlin, Adjunct Professor of 

Epidemiology, Emory University, March 13, 2013. veterans.house.gov[online]. 2013. Available from: 

http://veterans.house.gov/witness-testimony/dr-steven-s-coughlin 

 

[11] Oswal, DP; Garrett, TL; Morris, M; Kucot, JB. Low-dose sarin exposure produces long term changes in brain 

neurochemistry of mice, January 2013. Neurochem Res[online]. 2013. vol. 1. pp. 108-116. Available from: 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23054072 doi: 10.1007/s11064-012-0896-9 

 

[12] McEwen, Bruce S.; Gianaros, Peter J. Central role of the brain in stress and adaptation: Links to socioeconomic status, 

health, and disease. Ann NY Acad Sci.[online]. 2010. vol. 1186. pp. 190-222. Available from: 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2864527/?tool=pmcentrez 

 

[13] Walsh, Nancy. Nerve Deficits May Drive Gulf War Syndrome, November 2012. medpagetoday.com[online]. 2012. 

Available from: http://www.medpagetoday.com/Neurology/GeneralNeurology/36113 

 

[13a] Haley, RW; Charuvastra, E; Shell, WE; Buhner, DM; Marhall, WW; Biggs, MM; Hopkins, SC; Wolfe, SC; Vernino, 

S. Cholinergic autonomic dysfunction in veterans with gulf war illness: confirmation in a population-based sample, February 

2013. JAMA Neurol.[online]. 2013. vol 70(2). pp. 191-200. Available from: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23407784 

doi: 10.1001/jamaneurol.2013.596 

 

[13b] Haley, Robert W.; Tuite, James J. Meteorological and Intelligence Evidence of Long-Distance Transit of Chemical 

Weapons Fallout from Bombing Early in the 1991 Persian Gulf War, December 2012. karger.com[online]. 2012. vol. 40. 

pp. 160-177. Available from: 

http://content.karger.com/ProdukteDB/produkte.asp?Aktion=ShowFulltext&ArtikelNr=345123&Ausgabe=257603&Produk

tNr=224263 DOI: 10.1159/000345123 

 

[13c] Haley, Robert W.; Tuite, James J. Epidemiologic Evidence of Health Effects from Long-Distance Transit of Chemical 

Weapons Fallout from Bombing Early in the 1991 Persian Gulf War, December 2012. karger.com[online]. vol. 40. pp. 

178-189. Available from: 

http://content.karger.com/ProdukteDB/produkte.asp?Aktion=ShowFulltext&ArtikelNr=345124&Ausgabe=257603&Produk

tNr=224263 DOI: 10.1159/000345124 

 

[14] Wood, Janice; Grohol, John M. Psy D. New Study Pinpoints Two Distinct Forms of Gulf War Illness, June 15, 2013. 

psychcentral.com[online]. 2013. Available from: http://psychcentral.com/news/2013/06/15/new-study-pinpoints-two-distinct-

forms-of-gulf-war-illness/56066.html 

RAC-GWVI Meeting Minutes 
January 7-8, 2014 

Page 177 of 204
Appendix C 
Public Comment 1 - Chris Harding



Chris Harding    

A Thank You, and 1991 Gulf War Illness and RAC Changes: A Historical Perspective  8 of 9 

 

[14a] Rayhan RU, Stevens BW, Raksit MP, et al. Exercise challenge in Gulf War Illness reveals two subgroups with altered 

brain 1 structure and function. PLOS ONE[online]. 2013. Available from: 

http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0063903 

 

[15] Kime, Patricia. Study: MRI could diagnose Gulf War Illness, March 20, 2013. airforcetimes.com[online]. 2013. 

Available from: http://www.airforcetimes.com/news/2013/03/military-gulf-war-study-032013/ 

 

[15a] Yayhan, Rakib U.; Stevens, Benson W.; Timbol, Christian R.; Adewuyi, Oluwatoyin; Walitt, Brain; VanMeter, John 

W.; Baraniuk, James N. Increased Brain White Matter Axial Diffusivity Associated with Fatigue, Pain and Hyperalgesia in 

Gulf War Illness, March 20, 2013. PlosOne[online]. 2013. vol. 8(3). Available from: 

http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0058493 

 

[16] Chedekel, Lisa. Closing in on a Medical Mystery, SPH leads team searching for Gulf War illness answers, February 

2013. bu.edu[online]. 2013. Available from: http://www.bu.edu/today/2013/closing-in-on-a-medical-mystery/ 

 

[17] Startzman, Richard. Gulf War Syndrome: Aftermath of a Toxic Battlefied, October 17, 2011, 59:29 min. 

youtube.com[online]. 2013. Available from: http://youtu.be/qxMWbTO1L-I 

 

[18] Keshavan, Matcheri S. MD; Nasrallah, Henry A. MD; Tandon, Rajiv MD. Moving Ahead with the Schizophrenia 

Concept: From the Elephant to the Mouse. Schizophr Res.[online]. 2011. vol. 127(1-3). pp. 3-13. Available from: 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3391657/?tool=pmcentrez PMCID: PMC3391657 NIHMSID: 

NIHMS267405 doi: 10.1016/j.schres.2011.01.011 

 

[19] National Academies.IOM.News.Gulf War Service Linked to Post-traumatic Stress Disorder, Multisymptom Illness, 

Health Problems, But Causes Unclear. nationalacademies.org[online].April 2010. Available from: 

http://www8.nationalacademies.org/onpinews/newsitem.aspx?RecordID=12835 

 

[20] US House Committee on Veterans' Affairs: Trials in Transparency. veterans.house.gov[online]. 2013. Available from: 

http://veterans.house.gov/transparency  

 

[21] National Academies Press. Institute of Medicine. Committee on Gulf War and Health: Health Effects of Serving in the 

Gulf War, Update 2009. Board on Health of Select Populations. Gulf War and Health, Volume 8. nap.edu[online]. 2010. 

pp. 320. Available from: http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12835 ISBN-10: 0-309-14921-5; ISBN-13: 978-0-309-

14921-1 

 

[22] The American Legion. Statement on state of Gulf War veterans. legion.org[online]. 2013. Available from: 

http://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits/bulletins/90100/statement-state-gulf-war-veterans 

 

[23] Hardie, Anthony. Uploaded Documents: VA Retaliates Against, Guts Gulf War Illness Panel (RAC), June 2013. 

91outcomes.com[online]. 2013. Available from: http://www.91outcomes.com/2013/06/uploaded-documents-va-

retaliates.html 

 

[24] Harding, Chris. An Analysis: 1991 Gulf War Illness Research and VA Changes to RAC Charter. 1991 Gulf War 

Illness: A Brief Analysis of Current RAC Charter Changes, July 17, 2013. ireport.cnn.com[online]. 2013. Available from: 

http://ireport.cnn.com/docs/DOC-1007375 

  

RAC-GWVI Meeting Minutes 
January 7-8, 2014 

Page 178 of 204
Appendix C 
Public Comment 1 - Chris Harding



Chris Harding    

A Thank You, and 1991 Gulf War Illness and RAC Changes: A Historical Perspective  9 of 9 

 

[25] Pompili, Maurizio et.al. Suicide risk in schizophrenia: learning from the past to change the future. Ann Gen 

Psychiatry[online]. 2007. vol. 6(10). Available from: 

[http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1845151/?tool=pmcentrez] PMCID: PMC1845151. doi: 10.1186/1744-

859x-6-10 

 

I hereby certify that the information I have given is true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

 

Have a nice day! 

 

Chris Harding,  

100% T&P Disabled 1991 Gulf War Veteran 

Email: harding.cb@gmail.com 
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                                                                   Dr. David D. Hatfield 

                                                                   1620 Old Bay Ln 

                                                                   Severn, MD  21144 

  

                                                                   January 7, 2014 

 

Research Advisory Committee – Gulf War Veterans Illnesses 

Boston University School of Public Health 

715 Albany Street, T4W 

Boston, MA 02118 

Re: Comments on Discussion During Morning RAC-GWVI Session – January 7, 2014 

Chairman Binns and members of the Committee, 

     Someone from the Veterans Administration (VA) (identity unknown) made a comment not 
long before the lunch break, in response to the discussion about an article in the Journal of 
Military Medicine written by doctors at the New Jersey War Related Illness and Injury Study 
Center (WRIISC) discussing how Gulf War Illness (GWI) followed a pattern from the Civil War 
to Operations Iraqi and Enduring Freedom (OIF/OEF). A follow-on comment was made that a 
C&P reviewer had actually quoted this article in denying service-connection for a Gulf War 
veteran’s illnesses, saying it was “all in his head.” The unidentified VA person said that was not 
the position of VA and she said if you asked veterans, researchers, or clinicians they would tell 
you that isn’t the position of the VA (to paraphrase her comments).  

     That is simply not accurate. First, the VA’s own research agenda predominantly has been 
focused and continues to focus on stress as a cause and mindfulness and mental wellness as 
treatments, and other psychological and psychiatric aspects of GWI, something both the RAC 
and Gulf War veterans have complained about for years. Second, a VA clinician at the Baltimore 
VAMC personally told me with an insulting, dismissive wave of his hand, “There is no such 
thing as Gulf War Illness. It is nothing but a somatoform disorder.” Third, many claims adjusters 
in the VBA still believe there is no such thing as GWI, witness the thousands of denied GWI 
claims that are stuck in the BVA appeals system logjam today.  
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     The Primary Care Physicians simply do not know what to think, because most of them seem 
not to have received, did not understand, or do not remember the GWI training, nor do they have 
the pocket cards they should have to explain exposure-related issues to them (which were not 
very thorough to begin with). So I am convinced the WRIISC article’s authors’ opinions are 
more prevalent in both the VHA and the VBA than the unidentified speaker believes.  

  Please make this letter part of the official record for the January 7-8 RAC-GWVI Meeting.  

Thank you. 

 

Very Respectfully, 

 

//signed// 

 

David D. Hatfield, D.M., M.S. 

SGM, US Army (Retired) 
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Dr. David D. Hatfield 

                                                                   1620 Old Bay Ln 

                                                                   Severn, MD  21144 

  

                                                                   January 8, 2014 

 

Research Advisory Committee – Gulf War Veterans Illnesses 

Boston University School of Public Health 

715 Albany Street, T4W 

Boston, MA 02118 

Re: Comments on Discussion During Morning RAC-GWVI Session – January 8, 2014 

Chairman Binns and members of the Committee, 

     Chairman Binns, I appreciate your coming into the control room to try and capture comments 
from those of us remaining on the line, and am sorry it did not work any better for you than it 
did. I do not believe it was intentional on the part of the VA, but it does seem odd that it 
happened when it did. In any case... 

     After listening to the rest of the testimony on 7 and 8 January, it became more clear than ever 
to me that the VA, even after all these years, has absolutely no intention of listening to the needs 
of ill Gulf War Veterans, no intention of obeying either the letter or spirit of the legislation 
enacted by Congress in regard to the health of ill Gulf War Veterans, no intention of returning 
the RAC's authority to oversee federal research that promotes the health of ill Gulf War 
Veterans, and has little sense throughout the organization of where it even stands on issues 
related to ill Gulf War Veterans.  

     Despite the best efforts of you and all the previous members of the RAC-GWVI, and those of 
all the people who have tried to work with the VA, Congress, and DoD to promote issues related 
to the health of ill Gulf War Veterans, the VA is simply not interested enough to take the 
necessary actions. The time for attempting to work with this monolithic behemoth who flouts the 
law, flouts the will of Congress, belittles the very Veterans it is charged with caring for, and 
refuses to listen to those responsible for providing it with the information it needs to perform its 
mission is over. 
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     Bureaucratic power only responds to power in return. For government bureaucrats, their 
biggest fear is losing their funding and their jobs. Congress exercises the power of their funding 
and the administration exercises the power of their jobs. Congress and the administration respond 
to political pressure from people. Nothing gets the public and the resultant political pressure 
going like hundreds of thousands of ill veterans marching on Washington, phoning their Senators 
and Representatives every day, showing their faces and telling their stories in the media every 
day, all across the country.  

     It's time for action by an enraged constituency to force Congress and the Administration to 
answer for the sins of the VA. The VA must know what it feels like to suffer from the pressure 
the ill Gulf War Veterans have been feeling for over 22 years. I promise to do everything within 
my power to make this happen, and to make it happen now!  

  

Please make this letter part of the official record for the January 7-8 RAC-GWVI Meeting.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Very Respectfully, 

 

//signed// 

 

David D. Hatfield, D.M., M.S. 

SGM, US Army (Retired) 
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From: Glenn
To: rac; "WRIISC.DC"
Cc: "Zoellner, Erik"; tony.grant68@gmail.com; "Angela Gable"; pwdalt@gmail.com; robert.cliburn@gmail.com;

dlashell@comcast.net; tgmccullough70@gmail.com; dsvet91@outlook.com
Subject: RAC meeting Jan 7 & 8. Also WRIISC examination.
Date: Friday, January 10, 2014 12:01:53 PM

To members of the VA Research Advisory Committee:
 
I am very disappointed with Dr. Nancy Klimas last remarks at the end of the RAC meeting on
January 8, 2014, when she stated – they have been using some of her methods for over a
decade, but none of them have been disseminated throughout the VA system for use in
other clinics. She request that the veteran be their own advocates because many physicians
(within the VA) don't believe the illness is anything but psychiatric. Others, she said, don't
have time to read the training manual VA put out to help them care for Gulf War veterans,
they don't have more than 15 minutes to deal with each patient, or they don't know how to
refer sick veterans to specialty clinics where they can get care — and some simply don't care
to learn.
 
How can sick Gulf War veterans be their own advocate, when many of us are suffering from

severe mental cognition problems? That is like asking a 3rd grader to complete their parents
tax return. I mean please let us get real.
 
One thing I stated during the comment section is the fact that submitting a request to
register for a WRIISC examination is practically impossible. You want proof? See all the
correspondence between myself, my PCP office via My HealthVet & the WRIISC. I have been
asking for months to submit my name to the WRIISC just to fall on deaf ears. The instruction
outlined for the PCP to make the request via the VA IFC system as so clear & they even
provide pictures. Seriously the information I provided on how to make the request is step by
step & so simple. I myself could make the request one eye blindfolded, hand tied behind my
back & only using a pencil to hit the keys.
 
The VA states they have several presumptive conditions added for Gulf War Illness. However
in the real people world chances are if you submit a claim for IBS, TBI, etc you will get
denied just as I was. Also when the VA deny your claims they will always say over and over
again “We could not find a service connection”. Now the question is 1) What doctor on
active duty or even civilian world had any clue as to what was happening to us? Did any GWI
veteran ever get a clear dx saying “I Dr Thor of Asgard proclaim YOU to have IBS, TBI, etc…?
Common sense, you are not going to find any direct diagnostics rendered for Gulf War
service and as a matter of fact to include today.
 
I know that several veterans have already sent their e-mails expressing their views. I want to
first thank the RAC for taking this time to hold this meeting & I also want to apologize if this
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e-mail comes off as crude. With my mental cognition problems, I do not have the mental
capacity to write eloquent letters as others have. My letter are straight to the point. This is
the year things MUST change for Gulf War veterans. NO MORE EXCUSES. I have on several
occasions requested the VA to join me via Google+ hangouts for a live interview, but have
never received a single response. Just in case anyone is having a hard time opening any of
the images, you are more than welcome visit my Gulf War Syndrome page via the link
below. In there you will find a album titled “My request to War Related Illness and Injury
Study Center (WRIISC)”.  Here is a direct link to the album & post -
https://plus.google.com/110321549524619427432/posts/SkJciTmgJsc
 
Thank you,
Glenn Stewart
US Army & NG retired
Gulf War Illness casualty and advocate
Phone: 918-876-3249
E-mail: gstwt1960@gmail.com or gulfwarillness1@gmail.com
Webpage: https://plus.google.com/110321549524619427432/posts
YouTube channel: http://www.youtube.com/user/GulfWarIllness1
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