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Keep safety in mind when enjoying 
summer with your pets

By Darla Shelden

Contributing Writer

This spring Oklahoma has 
experienced some seriously tu-
multuous weather and very soon 
the thermometer will reach tri-
ple digits. Pet owners who enjoy 
outdoor, summer activities often 
want their four-legged friends to 
come along. 

“Just as a person takes heat 
precautions for themselves, they 
should do the same for their 
pets,” said Dr. Joe Howell, inter-
im director, Office of Veterinary 
Continuing Education at Okla-

homa State University.
“Most people enjoy soaking 

up some sun, but the heat can 
take a toll on you and your pet,” 
Howell said. “Heat exhaustion 
can be even more dangerous for 
animals than it is for humans. 
Dogs don’t sweat the way hu-
mans do. They rely on panting to 
cool themselves.

“If an animal is confined to an 
enclosed space with poor venti-
lation, such as inside of a car or 
garage, it can quickly suffer from 
heat stress or heat exhaustion.”

A study from Stanford Uni-
versity shows that even on a 

comparatively cool day of 72 de-
grees, a car’s internal tempera-
ture will reach 116 degrees fahr-
enheit within 60 minutes. That 
can occur even if it is parked 
in the shade with the windows 
down slightly.

Fourteen states have statutes 
that make it illegal to leave an 
animal in a confined vehicle. 
Even without a specific state or 
local law, this action could still 
constitute animal cruelty under 
some circumstances.

Christy Counts, President at 
Oklahoma Humane Society said, 

Pet owners who enjoy the outdoors should take precautions that their furry family members aren’t exposed to overheating 
in the hot summer months. Photo by Darla Shelden.
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Creative Writing Program hosts public 
readings at OCU, Edmond library

Staff Report 

The Red Earth MFA pro-
gram at Oklahoma City Uni-
versity will host two free, pub-
lic literary readings in July as 
part of its summer residency.

Nationally recognized writ-
ers and Red Earth faculty 
members will give a reading 
at the Edmond Public Library 
at 6:30 p.m., July 16 (Tuesday). 
The residency’s two visiting 
writers will give a reading at 7 
p.m. July 18 (Thursday) at OCU 
in the University Center Great 
Hall. Books will be available 
for purchase and signing at 
both events.

The writers at the Edmond 
reading will include Allison 
Amend, author of “A Near-
ly Perfect Copy;” Lou Berney, 
author of “Whiplash River;” 
Kerry Cohen, author of “See-
ing Ezra: A Mother’s Story of 
Autism, Unconditional Love, 
and the Meaning of Normal;” 
Quraysh Ali Lansana, author 
of “mystic turf;” Kat Meads, 
author of “For You, Madam 
Lenin;” and Jeanetta Calhoun 
Mish, author of “Work Is Love 
Made Visible.”

The Edmond Public Library 
is located at 10 S. Boulevard.

More information on The 
Red Earth MFA faculty and 
their publications is available 
on the program’s website at 
www.okcu.edu/english/red-
earthmfa.

The readings at the OCU 

session will include the two 
visiting writers for the summer 
residency — Dawn Lundy Mar-
tin and Margo Rabb.

Martin’s first full-length col-
lection, “A Gathering of Matter 
/ A Matter of Gathering,” was 
selected by Carl Phillips for 
the 2007 Cave Canem Poetry 
Prize. Her second collection, 
“Discipline,” won the 2009 
Nightboat Books Poetry Prize. 

Martin also co-edited “The 
Fire This Time: Young Activ-
ists and the New Feminism,” a 
book that describes and theo-
rizes current activist work in 
the U.S. She is the co-found-
er of the Third Wave Founda-
tion, an organization designed 
to “articulate a feminism ap-
propriate to changing culture,” 
and she is a founding member 

continued on page 5

Demand for real estate and building 
trades highest since 2007

By Stacy Martin

Managing Editor

The real estate industry 
needs new blood to fill career 
openings for people willing 
to work hard for great income 
and who enjoy being their own 
boss, said Jack Werner, Presi-
dent and CEO of A to Z Inspec-
tions.

“And the need for people 
to fill these jobs is skyrocket-
ing due to the storms that tore 
through central Oklahoma in 
May,” said Werner.

The Werner group affiliates 
represent facets of the real es-
tate industry, trade occupa-
tions, professional services 
and company owners who have 
flourished in the business for 
decades, he added.

“Last summer, distributors 
and employers posted signing 

bonuses for heat and air techs 
in the thousands of dollars,” 
said Dennis Seagroves, Presi-
dent and CEO, Citywide Heat-
ing, Air & Refrigeration.

“Working in my field is grat-
ifying,” he added. “When peo-
ple call me, they’re usually dis-
tressed, uncomfortable and 
have a true need for personal 
attention.

“Citywide customers call 
again and again because we 
earn their confidence and 
trust. They know we’ll do the 
job right and treat them with 
honesty and integrity.”

Dad’s Plumbing Co. own-
er Todd Feehan says he was 
astonished at just how many 
plumbers the metro needs – 
and doesn’t have.

“A Master Plumber with the 
Oklahoma City Code Enforce-
ment Division has reported 

that the metro has only about 
50 percent of the plumbers it 
truly needs,” said Feehan.

“Imagine how the demand 
for plumbers has grown now 
after the storms,” Feehan con-
cluded. “People will need us 
more than ever.”

Feehan has found other ways 
to find satisfaction in his work. 
He has creative skills that have 
helped others.

“I really like finding cre-
ative solutions to help my cus-
tomers” he said. “When I see a 
problem that requires a unique 
solution – and I can solve it 
– and that makes me feel I’ve 
made a real difference in their 
lives.”

Feehan said one device he 
invented prevents handicapped 
people in electric wheel chairs 
from striking the toilet and dis-

Editor’s Note: Local industry experts said beginning pay represented in this chart is relatively accurate. However, demand 
for these services (after apprenticeship) has driven wages beyond that represented here.
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YMCA partners with Transition OKC to support 
TapIt drinking water program

By Darla Shelden

Contributing Writer

The YMCA of Greater Okla-
homa City, in partnership with 
Transition OKC and the local 
chapter of the Sierra Club, is 
making it easier for area resi-
dents to choose to drink wa-
ter when they are on the go 
through a local network of wa-
ter-bottle refilling cafes called 
Taplt.

Angela Jones, Director of 
Health and Wellness Initia-
tives at the YMCA of Greater 
Oklahoma City said, “TapIt is 
a simple concept to get Okla-
homans to drink more wa-
ter while reducing reliance on 
bottled drinks that would oth-
erwise end up in our landfills 
and streets.

“The YMCA is honored to be 
launching the TapIt program in 
Oklahoma City and has already 
seen great support and enthusi-
asm. We will continue to seek 
even more locally owned and 
operated eateries to serve as 
TapIt locations.”

Jones continued, “The Y is 
focused on advancing the mes-
sage environmentalists and 
public health advocates have 
been spreading for years about 
the importance of drinking 
more water for a healthy body, 
mind and environment.”

As a part of the TapIt launch 
in Oklahoma City, a total of 
2,500 reusable water bottles 
have been distributed to the 
community at the Y’s 12 metro 
locations. People can refill any 
reusable water bottle at par-
ticipating locations for free, 
regardless of whether or not 
a purchase is made from that 
business. 

“Often times, a water bottle 
is a personal preference and 
therefore the Y would like to 
encourage others to purchase 
a reusable water bottle that fits 
their lifestyle and taste,” said 
Jones. “We hope that the distri-
bution of over 2,500 water bot-
tles spurs others to make that 
investment in their health and 
environment.”

More than 20 local cafes, 

eateries, and coffee shops have 
registered to be the first TapIt 
locations in Oklahoma.

Laura Massenat owner and 
operator of Elemental Coffee 
Roasters, a participating TapIt 
location said, “We want to 
make it easier for our commu-
nity to drink more water and to 
choose to reuse instead of add-
ing to our landfill.

“Carrying your own water 
bottle will open your eyes to 
how many times you grab dis-
posables, use them once, then 
hit the trash.”

Additionally, all 12 Y loca-
tions in the Oklahoma City 
metro area will become TapIt 
locations and allow anyone 
in the community access to 
drinking water.  

“The mission of Transition 
OKC is to be a catalyst to resil-
ience,” said Vicki Rose, Transi-
tion OKC Co-Chair. “From that 
standpoint this program is re-
ally important because that 
is all part of having access to 
fresh water on a regular basis.

All TapIt locations in Oklahoma City will be designated with a TapIt sticker and flyer near the entrance of the establishment. 
Photo provided.

continued on page 4
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Chad Warmington to Head Statewide 
Oil and Gas Association

Staff Report

The Mid-Continent Oil and 
Gas Association of Oklahoma 
has announced President Mi-
chael H. Bernard is retiring 
this month. Chad Warming-
ton, currently Executive Vice 
President of the State Cham-
ber of Oklahoma, will become 
the association’s new presi-
dent. Bernard will continue to 
serve for a transitional period 
and will remain on the Board 
of Directors.

Bernard first joined the As-
sociation almost 30 years ago, 
becoming President in 1993. 
Rand Phipps, Chairman of 
Mid-Continent said, “Mike 
has been the face of Mid-
Continent for 20 years and 
has stamped the organiza-
tion with his integrity, sense 
of purpose and deep under-
standing of the oil and gas 
business. He has dealt with 
countless challenging issues 
and guided many efforts that 
resulted in beneficial changes 
for the industry in Oklahoma. 
He also kept the organization 
strong during periods of sig-
nificant industry consolida-
tion and difficult economic 

times.”
Warmington joined the 

State Chamber in 2010 to 
manage the political and gov-
ernment affairs operations 
for the statewide business 
organization. He previous-
ly served as Chief of Staff to 
three Speakers of the Okla-
homa House, most recently 
Chris Benge. His duties in-
cluded serving as the chief 
negotiator with the Senate 
and Governor on behalf of the 
Speaker, along with manag-
ing the $19 million House of 
Representatives budget and 
200 member staff. Previously, 
Warmington served as field 
representative for former U.S. 
Sen. Don Nickles and a cam-
paign manager for the Cor-
poration Commission races 
of Dana Murphy and Denise 
Bode.

Warmington said, “The en-
ergy industry is one of our 
state’s top economic drivers, 
and as the new President of 
the Mid-Continent Oil and 
Gas Association of Oklahoma 
it will be my job to help the oil 
and gas industry continue to 
thrive in Oklahoma. I am ex-
cited to be a part of the team 

and look forward to bringing 
my energy and experience to 
this esteemed organization.”

Phipps commented, “Chad 
understands the Oklahoma oil 
and gas industry from both 
the regulatory and legislative 
side and is uniquely qualified 
to assume his new position.”

The Mid-Continent Oil and 
Gas Association of Oklahoma 
was founded in 1917, making 
it one of the oldest petroleum 
associations in the United 
States. Today, the Mid-Conti-
nent Oil and Gas Association 
of Oklahoma’s member com-
panies are oil and gas produc-
ers, operators, purchasers, 
pipelines, transporters, pro-
cessors and service compa-
nies representing a substan-
tial sector of the oil and gas 
industry in the State of Okla-
homa.

news
Corrections Director 
Justin Jones discusses 
his resignation

By Patrick B. McGuigan

Associate Publisher 

The outgoing director of 
the Oklahoma Department of 
Corrections says Oklahoma’s 
historic Justice Reinvestment 
Initiative presently “is lack-
ing what [former state House 
Speaker] Kris Steele brought to 
this endeavor.”

Justin Jones, who is leaving 
his post in a few weeks, said 
that while in office, former 
Rep. Steele, a Shawnee Repub-
lican, was “someone in a po-
sition to effect change across 
multiple disciplines with the 
true passion and commitment 
in applying evidence-based re-
search, data analysis and best 
practices in the criminal jus-
tice profession.” Such advoca-
cy, Jones said, “would enhance 
public safety while also being 
efficient with limited resourc-
es.”

Steele now works as min-
ister/director for The Educa-
tion and Employment Ministry 
(TEEM) in Oklahoma City.

Asked directly about his rea-
sons for leaving, Jones said, “It 
was time to start a new chapter 
in my life.”

Jones answered questions 
from CapitolBeatOK after 
news of his resignation spread 

throughout state government.
When asked if “JRI” was 

presently falling short in Okla-
homa, Jones reflected, “The 
best way to provide public 
safety is prevention, reducing 
recidivism and addressing key 
social illnesses that contribute 
to crime, such as addictions 
and mental illness. The Justice 
Reinvestment Initiative was 
designed to do this.”

Jones told CapitolBeatOK 
there were a number of frus-
trations during his tenure: 
“One frustration has been the 
attempt to engage all stake-
holders in understanding the 
value and the return on invest-
ment to … Oklahoma in provid-
ing prevention that address-
es the pathways that increase 
the likelihood of incarcera-
tion. This is coupled with con-
vincing legislative stakehold-
ers that reducing recidivism 
through evidence-based pro-
gramming provides the best 
public safety by eliminating 
future victimization.”

Jones continued, “Secondly, 
employees of the Department 
of Corrections are the most 
dedicated, unselfish public 
servants that, due to the nature 
of their work, are out of sight 
and out of mind from most of 
the public. You only hear about 

them when there is a disas-
trous incident.”

The agency’s employees, 
he maintains, “do a yeoman’s 
work in a very complex pro-
fession, but recognition for all 
they do is lacking, and difficult 
to achieve. … Continued net in-
mate growth is frustrating as 
in many cases, this is indica-
tive of a society’s failure to re-
spond to social illnesses that 
contribute to the likelihood of 
being incarcerated.”

Concerning his plans for the 
future, Jones disclosed, “I will 
be looking for employment. I 
prefer to stay in Oklahoma, as I 
have a daughter and grandchil-
dren here, but will also pur-
sue other options as they avail 
themselves. I also plan on writ-
ing two books. One is a follow-
up to a book I wrote in 2004 
called ‘Tales of the Caseload,’ 
and the second one will be on 
leadership.”

www.CapitolBeatOK.com

Justin Jones

Chad Warmington

VA announces first ever inter-tribal veteran 
Stand Down

By Darla Shelden

Contributing Writer

The Veterans Administra-
tion has announced its first-
time partnership between 
the State and Tribes to host 
an inter-tribal veteran “Stand 
Down.” The event will focus 
on Native American veterans 
who are homeless or living in 
overcrowded conditions.

Stand Downs are one part 
of the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs’ efforts to provide 
services to homeless veter-
ans.

The event will be held at 
the Gordon Cooper Technol-
ogy Center, One John C. Bru-
ton Boulevard, in Shawnee, 
Oklahoma on Thursday, June 
27, from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Break-
fast will be served at 7 a.m. 
and lunch at 11:30 a.m.

This is the first ever collab-
oration of services between 
six Tribal Nations, VA, State 
Office of Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, HUD, and local 
communities. It will also be 
the first time the Oklahoma 
Homeless Program has held 
a homeless stand down in an 
area closer to the rural home-
less veteran population.

The Cheyenne-Arapaho 
Tribes, Absentee-Shawnee 
Tribe of Indians of Oklaho-
ma, Sac & Fox Nation, Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation, Seminole 
Nation of Oklahoma, and the 
Kickapoo Tribe of Oklaho-
ma will be represented at the 
event.

Transportation will be pro-
vided at area pick-up points 
for the Stand Down. No veter-
an will be turned away. Veter-
ans are asked to bring ID (VA 
card or DD14) if available.

Representatives will be 
onsite at the event from So-
cial Security Administration, 
Oklahoma State Department 
of Human Services, the Unit-
ed States Department of Inte-
rior, Office of Special Trust-
ee for American Indians, and 
other key federal, state and 
tribal partner organizations.

In 2012, the VA served more 
than 240,000 veterans who 
were homeless or at risk of 
becoming homeless—21 per-
cent more than the previous 
year. The goal of the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
is to insure every veteran has 
safe and stable housing.

Mary Culley, specialist 
with the VA’s Office of Tribal 
Government Relations in the 
Southern Plains and Eastern 
Regions said, “Many state, 
tribal, local, and national or-

continued on page 5

(From left) Lenny Vile, Homeless Program Coordinator for the Oklahoma City 
VA Medical Center; Mary Culley, Specialist with the VA’s Office of Tribal Gov-
ernment Relations in the Southern Plains and Eastern Regions and Joe Dudley, 
Social Worker for the Oklahoma City VA Medical Center prepare for the Native 
American Stand Down on June 27. Photo by Mark Hooten, VA Medical Media.

Members from the Oklahoma City VA Medical Center, DVA, along with partici-
pating tribe, non-profit organizations, veteran service organizations, and outside 
supporters work together to finalize the details for the first Native American 
Stand Down. Photo by Mark Hooten, VA Medical Media.

Kathy McCallie, founder of Church of 
the Open Arms, relocates to Tulsa 
Seminary

By Darla Shelden

Contributing Wrier

After 16 years of service, 
Rev. Kathy McCallie recently 
gave her final sermon as Senior 
Pastor at Church of the Open 
Arms in Oklahoma City.  

Members of the congrega-
tion, friends and family gath-
ered to  express their apprecia-
tion  for McCallie’s dedication 
and service and to wish her 
good luck on her new venture.  

McCallie is joining the facul-
ty at Phillips Theological Sem-
inary in Tulsa. She will be Di-
rector of the Doctor of Minis-
try Program and an  Assistant 
Professor of Ministerial Lead-
ership and Ethics.

As the founding pastor of 
COA, located at 3131 N. Penn-
sylvania, McCallie has mixed 
emotions about her departure.

“I’m very sad in many ways,” 
she said “I love the people of 
the Church of the Open Arms. 
I think it’s the coolest church 
I’ve ever been a part of, but I’m 
also convinced that this new 
position is a calling and it feels 
right.

“I think it will be good for 
the maturation and develop-
ment of the Church of the Open 
Arms to have a new pastor. It’s 
a normal part of a congrega-
tion’s development.”

The church also held a fare-

well reception to wish McCal-
lie well with her future endeav-
ors.

Scott Hamilton, COA Asso-
ciate Pastor and Executive Di-
rector of Cimarron Alliance 
said, “I am truly grateful for 
the opportunity  to work with 
Kathy over the past two and a 
half years. It has been an inte-
gral part of my own faith jour-
ney to work at her side.

“Kathy personifies what it 
means to be a pastor. It is for 
this reason that her leaving 
Oklahoma City is going to be 
felt by people who may have 
never even heard her preach.”

McCallie said, “My most 
treasured accomplishment is 
the connection with VOICE, 
which is involved in civic en-
gagement and faith based com-
munity organizing. I think that 

it is important for churches to 
stay connected with each oth-
er working on improving local 
communities and government 
accountability.”

Kristen King, lead organizer 
of VOICE (Voices Organized 
In Civic Engagement) said, “I 
remember the first time I did 
a training session with some 
of the UCC congregations in 
town. Kathy made a presenta-
tion that talked about the im-
portance of building an organi-
zation like VOICE, not just for 
now but for future generations.

“She understood the poten-
tial of this type of organizing to 
enliven people to put their faith 
into action and to give people 
power to act on behalf of their 
families, their neighborhoods, 
and their community.”

continued on page 4

Avid lover of the outdoors, Kathy McCallie is seen savoring life at Bear Butte 
State Park in the Black Hills of South Dakota. Photo provided.
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Time to apply “The Oklahoma 
Standard” to Corrections policy 

By Patrick B. McGuigan

Associate Publisher

State leaders boast, and right-
ly so, about what is called “The 
Oklahoma Standard” – the com-
passion, speed and effectiveness 
of responses to natural disasters 
like this spring’s tornadoes and/
or acts of terror like the Murrah 
Bombing in 1995.

Let’s apply that standard to 
counter the financial time bomb 
that lies at the end of the state’s 
unsustainable prison policies. 
Making the Oklahoma Standard 
work for prison reform is both 
practical and principled – a mor-
al response to a legal problem 
eating at the fabric of our soci-
ety.

Oklahoma remains disas-
trously lost in the mire of one of 
America’s highest prison incar-
ceration rates.

Now that Justin Jones, the di-
rector of corrections, has an-
nounced he is leaving, Gov. 
Mary Fallin and other state lead-
ers should make a fresh start on 
implementing transformational 
policy changes enacted in 2012, 
and virtually ignored since then.

Justin Jones will leave his job 
at Corrections in a few weeks. 
That is no surprise, as the news 
comes after a rocky three-year 
relationship with Fallin and cur-
rent legislative leaders.

Some conservatives faulted 
Jones for often seeking supple-
mental appropriations. He said 
he needed the cash to stay ahead 
of the state’s burgeoning pris-
on population (a number driven 
fundamentally not by his admin-
istration but by public policy in 
the form of “tough” sentences).

In recent months, Jones 
clashed with Fallin’s budge-
teers for, they asserted, hiding 
around $22 million in operating 
reserves. The disputed amount 
was closer to $6 million – but 
agency reserves are no surprise 
to anyone who regularly moni-
tors government budgeting.

To his credit, Jones supports 
the “justice reinvestment initia-
tive” intended to advance alter-
natives to incarceration. Given 

Oklahoma’s unenviable record 
for the highest rates of female 
imprisonment – and top-five 
spots for male incarceration – 
this reform is overdue.

Our neighbors in Texas, no 
squishes on crime, have been 
among national pioneers in low-
ering incarceration rates. Under 
Gov. Rick Perry, the Lone Star 
State has pursued clear-eyed 
strategies that led, remarkably, 
to cancellation of prison con-
struction in 2011-12.

Once upon a time, there might 
have been a rationale for quick 
resorts to long prison terms as 
the primary response to wrong-
doing. When U.S. prison popu-
lations expanded about 30 years 
ago, research on effective alter-
natives was spotty or inconsis-
tent.

However, since then laborers 
in the criminal justice vineyard 
have learned that early interven-
tions (avoiding incarceration for 
non-violent offenses in the first 
place), treatment for first- and 
second-time offenders, and post-
release supervision could flatten 
or reduce the numbers (and the 
cost).

Such efforts work -- when fo-
cused on redeemable individuals 
not yet settled into permanent 
lives of crime, yet at high risk for 
committing future crimes.

Obviously, for the most violent 
crimes, incapacitation remains 
a valid and moral response. But 
for many violations, including 
minor drug offenses, lengthy in-
carceration is ineffective. “Real 
time” information about fac-
tors that drive crime in the first 
place, and recidivism in the sec-
ond or third place,  can help pol-
icymakers to a more righteous 
job.

One thing that works is keep-
ing a closer eye on past offend-
ers once they get out of jail. 
That’s why House Bill 3052, for-
mer Speaker Kris Steele’s reform 
measure signed into law by Gov. 
Fallin, included explicit language 
requiring such supervision.

Yet Barbara Hoberock of the 
Tulsa World has found that a key 
provision of H.B. 3052 – the man-
datory monitoring for felons af-
ter their incarceration – is being 
largely ignored. 

In fact, statewide only nine of-
fenders are getting that supervi-
sion, whereas 1,621 should be un-
der post-sentence scrutiny.

It’s time for a fresh start. 
Jones’ departure means Mary 
Fallin and Oklahoma have time 
and a fresh opportunity to take 
a better approach, based on the 
successes in Texas and a handful 
of other states.

Gov. Fallin should insist upon, 
and the Corrections’ governing 

board should conduct, a national 
search for an administrator with 
proven success in keeping the 
worst offenders locked up, while 
providing a path to re-entry for 
the non-violent and the salvage-
able.

In addition to Fallin’s repre-
sentative, any hiring committee 
should include public servants 
with actual experience in Cor-
rections and advocates of data-
supported, proven reforms.

The foregoing would be a 
practical step, and a way for Gov. 
Fallin and her allies, including 
Attorney General Scott Pruitt, 
to prove me and other analysts 
wrong in concluding that prison 
reform is being “slow-played” 
and deliberately gutted right 
now.

Oklahoma can do better, and 
it must.

In his commencement address 
at Harvard University in 1978, 
“A World Split Apart,” Russian 
patriot Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 
spoke truth to power when he 
said:

“I have spent all my life un-
der a Communist regime and I 
will tell you that a society with-
out any objective legal scale is a 
terrible one indeed. But a society 
with no other scale but the legal 
one is not quite worthy of man 
either. A society which is based 
on the letter of the law and nev-
er reaches any higher is scarce-
ly taking advantage of the high 
level of human possibilities. The 
letter of the law is too cold and 
formal to have a beneficial influ-
ence on society.

“Whenever the tissue of life 
is woven of legalistic relations, 
there is an atmosphere of moral 
mediocrity, paralyzing man’s no-
blest impulses.”

Moral mediocrity is unworthy 
of Oklahoma’s governing struc-
tures, including its prisons and 
jails. Mary Fallin should insist 
on excellence.
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COMMENTARY

By Janet Barresi

State Superintendent of 

Public Instruction

This month, I attended two 
ceremonial bill signings at the 
State Capitol to celebrate leg-
islation I feel is of vital impor-
tance to Oklahomans.

First, I must thank Rep. 
Jadine Nollan for champion-
ing House Bill 1756, which eas-
es graduation requirements 
for profoundly disabled stu-
dents. I became personally 
involved with this issue af-
ter several news reports high-
lighted the difficulties our 
most vulnerable students ex-
perienced  in the first year of 
Achieving Classroom Excel-
lence implementation. It was a 
pleasure to partner with Rep. 
Nollan to reach out to these 
students and their parents.

Achieving Classroom Ex-
cellence legislation requires 
that all students pass four of 
seven end-of-instruction ex-
ams to graduate high school. 
Profoundly disabled students 
are given an alternative form 
of the exam to accommodate 
for their individual disabili-
ties, but they still must show 
proficiency. If a student is un-
successful, he or she has to re-
take the exam or prove pro-
ficiency using an alternative 
method. This new legislation 
still requires a first attempt at 
the exam. If a profoundly dis-
abled student is unsuccessful, 
however, the new law allows 
the local school district work-
ing with the Individual Educa-
tion Plan (IEP) team to deter-
mine if the student has done 

enough work to meet the grad-
uation requirement without 
further pursuit.

Civil Rights law requires 
that we not exclude any stu-
dent from assessments, but 
this piece of legislation re-
moves a burden for our most 
profoundly disabled students. 
For that, I am thankful.

The second piece of legisla-
tion ceremonially signed last 
week was House Bill 1989, the 
Student Data Accessibility, 
Transparency and Account-
ability Act of 2013. 

This bill is the first of its 
kind in the nation and pro-
vides a model for other states 
in the area of protecting stu-
dent privacy.

The law requires the State 
Board of Education to inven-
tory and publicly post what 
student-specific data the state 
collects and creates a detailed 
data security plan and student 
privacy policies. It requires 
that we be clear about what 
we collect for what purpose 
and with whom the informa-
tion is shared. It also gives the 
public the ability to comment 
on the data that is shared and 
to have a voice in changing 
the policy.

Student information, such 
as performance on assess-
ments, is increasingly im-
portant as we move toward 
teacher and leader evaluation 
systems and greater account-
ability systems for schools, 
such as A-F Report Cards. Yet, 
we must ensure the privacy 
of our students. According to 
the new law, this department 
will share only aggregate data 

that does not show individu-
al student information. This 
law further empowers us to 
restrict access to student in-
formation that previously was 
subject to open records re-
quests.

In addition to these two 
bills, several other laws came 
from this year’s legislative 
session that have an impact 
beginning this coming school 
year.

House Bill 1658 also will 
have an affect in the coming 
year. The bill changes the way 
the A-F School Report card is 
calculated. The changes made 
by the bill’s authors increase 
the focus of student perfor-
mance on state assessments 
and lessen the impact of oth-
er measures such as advanced 
coursework, graduation rates 
and attendance. After the 
initial report cards were is-
sued last fall, we worked with 
school administrators and 
members of the public to ad-
dress concerns regarding how 
the report cards were calcu-
lated. This bill takes many of 
those concerns into account.

One final bill I would draw 
attention to is House Bill 1233. 
This bill creates a process 
to allow provisional certifi-
cates to be given in the area 
of special education to allevi-
ate the shortage of teachers 
in this area. Interested candi-
dates would go through a boot 
camp to obtain this certifica-
tion. We appreciate this effort 
to address a shortage in this 
challenging but critical area. 
Our special education stu-
dents deserve teachers who 
are equipped to meet their 
specific needs.

This session was busy and 
productive for all our lawmak-
ers. I appreciate their concern 
for students, parents and ed-
ucators and the effect that a 
great educational system has 
on all of society. 

For more information, con-
tact contact Sherry Fair, (405) 
521-4894, (405) 761-9372, sher-
ry.fair@sde.ok.gov; orTri-
cia Pemberton, (405) 521-3371, 
(405) 431-7195, tricia.pember-
ton@sde.ok.gov.

Legislative Look
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“Oklahoma can be a dangerous 
place for pets in the hot summer 
months. Even mostly indoor pets 
can be susceptible to heat stroke 
when left outside for short peri-
ods of time.

“Pet owners must be aware of 
the signs and symptoms of heat 
stroke. Beginning warning signs 
to watch for are excessive pant-
ing and salivating. Additional-
ly, be aware of excessive thirst, 
red skin, pale gums, dizziness, 
lethargy and lastly unconscious-
ness.”

Shade is a necessity for pets 
that live confined to a yard. Do 
not tether your animals and leave 
them alone outside. The leash or 
rope can become tangled and the 
animal could get stranded in the 
sun.

Make sure your pet has an un-
limited supply of water. If possi-
ble every morning put ice cubes 
in a water bowl that cannot be 
tipped over. 

Joggers who take their pets 
with them should keep in mind 
that over exertion in hot weather 
can cause pets to overheat quick-
ly, especially long-haired breeds.   

Emergency treatment for heat 
stress includes sponging the an-
imal’s neck and groin area with 
cool water until their body tem-
perature is lowered. 

Owners should contact their 
veterinarian immediately be-
cause the pet may require further 
treatment.

According to the ASPCA web-
site, animals with flat faces, like 
Pugs and Persian cats, are more 
susceptible to heat stroke since 
they cannot pant as effectively. 
These pets, along with the elder-
ly, the overweight, and those with 
heart or lung diseases, should 
be kept cool in air-conditioned 
rooms as much as possible.

ASPCA also advises owners to 
leave pets at home during Fourth 
of July celebrations and to never 
use fireworks around pets. Expo-
sure to lit fireworks can result in 
severe burns or trauma to curi-
ous pets, and even unused fire-

works can be hazardous.
Some pet owners believe clip-

ping a dog’s hair coat will help 
pets stay cool during the summer 
months. However, Howell says 
some hair left on the dog can 
protect the skin and if the hair 
is clipped too short, the skin can 
burn.

Howell said, “I don’t recom-
mend across-the-board clipping 
of dogs, but those animals that 
have a heavy thick coat may need 
to have their coat trimmed.

“The coats of some animal’s 
protects their skin and can actu-
ally trap cooler air next to their 
body and help keep them cool on 
hot summer days. Talking with 
your veterinarian would be the 
best way to get advice for your 
dog and its needs for summer.”

As with children, it is advised 
to keep an eye on animals in and 
around swimming pools. Make 
sure one of the first things your 
pet learns is how to get out of the 
pool. 

If you are going out on one of 
the many Oklahoma lakes with 
your pet, consider using a doggie 
life jacket.

Counts added, “Each year pets 
lose their lives from heat stroke 
in Oklahoma. Be sure to protect 
your pet this summer. It can hap-
pen very fast and is a needless 
tragedy.”

For more information, visit 
www.aspca.org.

Keep safety in mind when enjoying summer 
with your pets

continued from page 1

Emergency treatment for heat stress includes sponging the animal’s neck and 
groin area with cool water until their body temperature is lowered. Owners 
should contact their veterinarian immediately as further treatment may be need-
ed. Photo provided.

Never leave your pet unattended in a confined or enclosed space or car during 
the summer as they can quickly suffer from heat stress or heat exhaustion. Photo 
provided.

“Also, we’re concerned with 
developing community rela-
tionships and this kind of pro-
gram plays a big part in that.”

All TapIt locations will be 
designated with a TapIt sticker 

and flyer near the entrance of 
the establishment.  

William Schwartz, Director 
of TapIt said, “We are very ex-
cited to be in partnership with 
these great organizations in 
Oklahoma City. We look for-
ward to seeing the program 
expand in the area and help 
many more residents not only 
stay healthy and reduce waste, 
but also save money.”

TapIt supports the Y’s larger 
effort to encourage a healthy 
lifestyle through the OK 5210 
Initiative launched last Oc-
tober in partnership with the 
Oklahoma City-County Health 
Department.

The 5-2-1-0 slogan conveys 
the healthy living message by 
encouraging behaviors asso-
ciated with healthy weight in 
children. This includes 5 or 
more fruits and vegetables, 2 
hours or less of screen time, 1 
hour or more of physical activ-
ity and zero sugary beverages 
each day. 

The Y is one of the nation’s 
leading nonprofits strength-
ening communities through 
youth development, healthy 
living and social responsibil-
ity. 

In the Oklahoma City met-
ro 12 Ys engage 151,000 men, 
women and children, regard-
less of age, income or back-
ground, to nurture the poten-
tial of children and teens, im-
prove the nation’s health and 
well-being, and provide oppor-
tunities to give back and sup-
port their neighbors. 

Jones added, “Thus far, the 
registered TapIt locations have 
welcomed us with open arms 
and are thrilled to be a part of 
a movement that hopes will in-
spire Oklahomans to choose 
tap water whenever they are 
out and about.”

A list of participating TapIt 
locations is available at www.
ymcaokc.org and www.OK5210.
org. For more information, vis-
it www.Tapitwater.com. 

YMCA 
partners with 
Transition 
OKC to 
support TapIt 
drinking 
water 
program
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More than 20 local cafes, eateries, and coffee shops have registered to be the 
first TapIt drinking water program locations in Oklahoma. Photo provided.

The YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City, 
in partnership with Transition OKC and 
the local chapter of the Sierra Club, is 
making it easier for area residents to 
access fresh drinking water when they 
are on the go through a local network 
of water-bottle refilling cafes called 
TapIt. Photo provided.

McCallie has long cared 
deeply about healthcare. She is 
the daughter of Dr. Boyd Shook, 
founder of the Manos Juntas 
Free Clinic in Oklahoma City.

“Kathy was particularly in-
volved in our health care ac-
tion team putting on seminars 
about the Affordable Care Act 
and to fight for Medicaid ex-
pansion,” King added. “She was 
deeply moved by the death of 
Pat Proctor, who lost her job af-
ter being diagnosed with breast 
cancer and faced a nightmare 
of piecing together treatment 
without insurance.”

McCallie believes her role at 
Phillips holds many valuable 
new opportunities.

“Being able to spend sus-
tained time thinking about 
what kind of education and 
training pastors need in our 
changing times will be a prior-
ity for me,” said McCallie.  

“My job as the Director of 
the Doctor of Ministry Pro-
gram, a continuing education 
for clergy who want to fur-
ther their education working in 
ministry settings, is important 
for developing depth and integ-
rity in ministry.”

Oklahoma City native Mc-
Callie holds a B.A. and M.A. 
in Philosophy from Oklahoma 
State University; a M.Div. from 
Perkins School of Theology at 
SMU; and a Ph.D. in Political 
Science from the University of 
Oklahoma. 

Hamilton said, “Kathy has 
paved the way for future gen-
erations of LGBT Christians in 
our city to have a loving, em-
bracing place in which to grow 
their faith.”

Founded in 1997, COA is 
opened to all persons regard-
less of color, ancestry, age, gen-
der, sexual or affection orienta-
tion, ethnicity, national origin, 
disability, familial status, or 
political perspective.  

“I have known Kathy Mc-
Callie since she was on staff 
at Church of the Servant and 
I was in seminary at Phillips 
Graduate Seminary in the late 
1980s,” said Rev. Donna Comp-
ton. “She was then, and has 
continued to be, a dynamic, 
thoughtful, gifted teacher and 
preacher.

“Through the years, she has 

become an outspoken, fearless, 
and prophetic voice in our city, 
speaking up for the rights of 
GLTB people, but also speak-
ing up for peace, for the rights 
of women, for social justice, for 
interfaith goodwill and cooper-
ation - even in the face of some 
formidable opposition.”

McCallie says one of the mo-
ments that stands out in her 
mind is when the Ku Klux Klan 
threatened the church in 2002. 

She recalled that the KKK 
sent email messages stating 
they were planning a parade 
in front of the church building 
when COA was co-sponsoring 
a conference on Homosexual-
ity and Scripture. 

“The event was highly vis-
ible on the news,” McCal-
lie said, “There were bomb 
threats. All four lanes of Penn-
sylvania Avenue were com-
pletely blocked. That was a 
very difficult time, but the way 
that everyone pulled together 
with support from the wider 
community is what makes it a 

memorable event.”
Nathaniel Batchelder, Direc-

tor of Peace House OKC said, 
“McCallie paid a high price for 
her commitment to universal 
human and civil rights. She had 
to resign as a United Methodist 
minister because charges were 
filed against her for perform-
ing commitment ceremonies 
for same-gender couples at the 
church she served.

“So she founded Church of 
the Open Arms, which was 
welcomed into the United 
Church of Christ denomination 
with the designation ‘open and 
affirming’. McCallie’s values 
are not a scandal in the UCC, 
which ordained its first open-
ly gay minister in 1970. Open 
Arms continues as a social jus-
tice Christian church.”

Mark Van Dorn, COA Past 
President said, “Kathy’s gifts 
have been numerous as well as 
the blessings she has brought 
our church family. We are all 
thrilled for her and this next 
stage of her journey and wish 
her nothing but success.”

An interim pastor will serve 
COA until a new pastor is cho-
sen.

McCallie, a mother of three 
children, said, “All of my fam-
ily members have said for 
some time that they see me in 
this type of teaching vocation. 
They’re happy that I’m not 
moving clear across the coun-
try and I’m very happy that I’m 
staying in Oklahoma.

“I have great confidence in 
the leaders of the Church of the 
Open Arms and in our denom-
ination. People should come 
visit. We have a strong future.”

Hamilton said, “Kathy has 
married us, baptized us, bur-
ied us, and joined us in Holy 
Union. This city is better be-
cause of her and her presence 
will be felt for a long time.”

Kathy McCallie, founder of Church of 
the Open Arms, relocates to Tulsa 
Seminary

continued from page 2

From left: Scott Hamilton, Church of the Open Arms Associate Pastor and Exec. 
Dir. of Cimarron Alliance; Rev. Kathy McCallie, former COA Senior Pastor;  Mark 
Van Dorn, COA Past President; and Nathaniel Batchelder, OKC Peace House Di-
rector at the farewell reception for Ms. Callie. Photos by Darla Shelden.

As singing group “Dischord” practiced for an appearance at her final sermon af-
ter 16 years of service, Church of the Open Arms founder and former Senior Pas-
tor Kathy McCallie prepared to leave the congregation. She is joining the faculty 
at Phillips Theological Seminary in Tulsa.

Photo memories of Church of the Open Arms founder and former Senior Pastor 
Kathy McCallie were on display for congregation members and reception guests 
to take home as keepsakes. 

We at 
The City Sentinel

welcome your letters 
to the editor, 

commentaries and
opinions. We will not 
run personal attacks, 

but will consider 
other criticism.

Please submit to:
sales@city-sentinel.com
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My Kid Scoop comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.
Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date

Vol. 6  No. 8               © 2007 by Vicki Whiting, Editor             Jeff Schinkel, Designer/Illustrator

With your child, look
through the newspaper to

find pictures of things
that begin with the same

sound as the letter
R in robot.

Point to the number
3 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large
enough, have your child

trace the number.

Look at the pictures in
today’s newspaper. With
your child, look for things
that have the shape of a

circle. For example, a face
could have the shape of a
circle. Have your child
trace each circle shape

you find and say the word
“circle” while tracing.

With your child, find
and circle an uppercase
letter R. Then, on the
same page, find and
circle a lowercase

letter r. Connect the
two with a line.

Make a shape book using
newspaper pictures.

Get three sheets of blank
paper. Glue a picture that
includes a circle shape on
one, a picture that includes

a square shape on the
second and a picture

that includes a triangle
shape on the third.

Make a Shape BookUppercase and
Lowercase

Find the CirclesMath PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter
for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your child’s words in the lines. Read the
entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or some of the letters in the sentence.

R is for Robot

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter R. Say the letter as you trace it.

How many           ?

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

r is for robot

With your child, look for
things in newspaper

photos that have the shape
of a triangle. For example,

the roof of a building
could have the shape of a
triangle. Have your child
trace each triangle shape
you find and say the word
“triangle” while tracing.

Find the Triangles
With your child, look for

things in newspaper
photos that have the shape
of a square. For example,
a window could have the
shape of a square. Have

your child trace each
square shape you find and

say the word “square“
while tracing.

Find the Squares

How many words or pictures can
you find on this page that start with
the sound the letter R makes in the
word robot?

How many      ?
raccoons

ribbons

How many          ?
rolling pins

Robots rolling left and right,
Twinkling lights are shining bright.
It’s a busy day in Robot Town,
No time to rest or shut down!

of the Black Took Collective, 
an experimental performance 
art/poetry group. Martin cur-
rently teaches at the University 
of Pittsburgh.

Rabb is the author of “Cures 
for Heartbreak,” which was 
named a Best Book of 2007 by 
both Booklist and Kirkus. As 
M.E. Rabb, she published four 
titles in the Missing Persons 
YA series: “The Rose Queen,” 
“The Chocolate Lover,” “The 
Venetian Policeman” and 
“The Unsuspecting Gourmet.” 

Rabb’s stories have been pub-
lished in The Atlantic Month-
ly, Zoetrope: All Story, Seven-
teen, Best New American Voic-
es, New Stories from the South, 
New England Review, One Sto-
ry and others. They have also 
been broadcast on National 
Public Radio. One of her most 
recent essays, “Intensive Care,” 
appeared in March 2013 in The 
New York Times. She received 
the grand prize in the Zoetrope 
short story contest, first prize 

in The Atlantic Monthly fic-
tion contest, first prize in the 
American Fiction contest, and 
a PEN Syndicated Fiction Proj-
ect Award.

The Red Earth MFA is a 
low-residency creative-writ-
ing program. Students and 
faculty meet for 10-day resi-
dencies twice a year, then stu-
dents complete their semesters 
at home and send their writing 
and other coursework to their 
faculty mentor.

Creative Writing Program hosts public 
readings at OCU, Edmond library

continued from page 1

ganizations will come togeth-
er to provide a safe and wel-
coming environment for Vet-
erans living in tribal commu-
nities and surrounding areas 
who are homeless or living in 
overcrowded situations.”

The Stand Down will of-
fer a variety of resources and 
services that will include le-
gal aid assistance, vocational 
rehabilitation service infor-
mation, housing options, vet-
eran benefits information and 
employment assistance ser-
vices.

All veterans will have ac-
cess to a wide range of health 
care screening services, in-
cluding health assessments, 
dental screenings and eye ex-
ams. Event giveaway items 
will include personal care 
products, clothing, surplus 
items, blankets and boots.

“Leaving the military can 
be difficult,” said Lenny Vile, 
Homeless Veteran Coordina-
tor for the Oklahoma City VA 
Medical Center. “A lot of Na-

tive American Veterans iso-
late themselves and return 
to their tribes, and some go 
years without knowing the 
benefits that are owed to 
them. Our goal is to change 
that during the Stand Down.”

Native Americans have 
served with distinction in the 
Armed Forces for more than 
200 years. Currently, there is 

an estimated 21,000 Native 
American veterans in Okla-
homa, and only 3,153 are en-
rolled to receive VA services.

Vile added, “In keeping 
with President Obama’s and 
VA Secretary General Shinse-
ki’s plan to end Veteran home-
lessness in 2015, the OKC VA 
Medical Center is determined 
to meet this goal by reach-
ing out to homeless Veter-
ans wherever they may be, 
and providing resources and 
services through community 
partners, so that all Veterans 
have a permanent home.”

The first Stand Down was 
organized in 1988 by a group 
of Vietnam Veterans in San 
Diego. Since then, Stand 
Downs have been used as an 
effective tool in reaching out 
to homeless veterans, reach-
ing more than 200,000 veter-
ans and their family members 
between 1994-2000.

For more information on 
the Stand Down and a list 
of pickup locations, contact 
Mary Culley at 405-626-3426 
or Lenny Vile at 405-456-1708.

VA announces first ever inter-tribal 
veteran Stand Down

Lenny Vile (right), Homeless Program Coordinator for the Oklahoma City VA Medical Center, makes rounds at the Gordon 
Cooper Technology Center in Shawnee, Oklahoma to ensure everyone is ready for the first Native American Stand Down. 
Photo by Mark Hooten, VA Medical Media.

The Veterans Administration has an-
nounced its first-time partnership be-
tween the State and Tribes to host an 
inter-tribal veteran Stand Down at the 
Gordon Cooper Technology Center in 
Shawnee, Oklahoma. Photo provided.

continued from page 2
78-Year-Old Volunteer Honored as Oklahoma’s 
Salute to Senior Service Winner

Staff Report 

A 78-year-old Oklahoma 
City woman has been hon-
ored as the Oklahoma winner 
of the Home Instead Senior 
Care network’s Salute to Se-
nior Service® award. 

Martha King is being rec-
ognized for her dedicated 
community service, includ-
ing her work at Infant Cri-
ses Services. King volunteers 
in the Infant Crises Services 
office and aids in fulfilling 
the nutritional needs of 1,000 
infants and toddlers each 
month. 

As one of 50 state winners, 
King earned $500 for her 
charity of choice – donated by 

Home Instead, Inc., franchi-
sor of the Home Instead Se-
nior Care network and con-
test sponsor. King also will 
have a spot on the Salute to 
Senior Service Wall of Fame 
on SalutetoSeniorService.
com where her nomination 
story has been posted.

As a state winner, King 

now will be considered for 
the national Salute to Senior 
Service award. 

The Salute to Senior Ser-
vice program was launched 
last year by the Home Instead 
Senior Care network to honor 
seniors’ commitments to their 
causes and communities. 

“Martha represents so well 
the dedication and commit-
ment that make senior vol-
unteers such a value to their 
communities,” said Jeff Hu-
ber, president of Home In-
stead, Inc. “She has proven 
once again that age is mean-
ingless when it comes to mak-
ing a difference. So many 
charities, nonprofit organiza-
tions and faith communities 
could not do the work they 
are doing without selfless 
volunteers such as Martha.” 

For more information about 
the Home Instead Senior 
Care network’s Salute to Se-
nior Service program, visit 
SalutetoSeniorService.com.

Martha King
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Owner Operators. LOCAL Avard, 
OK. Excellent Money. Full Time 
Dump Trailer Work. Must Have 

CDL-A, Hazmat Endorsement with 
at least 1yr driving experience 
1-888-992-6524, x5194 EOE/AA

DRIVERS

EPES Transport is Hiring Company 
Drivers & Independent Contrac-
tors. For the following positions: 
Regional OTR & Part time OTR 
Weekends. Home Every Week. 
Competitive Pay, $0.10 NE pay 
premium. Bonus Pay! Excellent 
Benefits, Paid Holidays & Vaca-
tion. CDL-A & 1 year OTR Exp. 

Req. 888-293-3232 
www.epestransport.com

DRIVERS

The U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Western District of Oklahoma is seeking
applicants to fill a temporary Assistant U.S. Attorney position in the Criminal
Division, not to exceed 14 months, which may be extended. Applicants must
possess a J.D. degree, be an active member of the Bar in good standing (any

U.S. jurisdiction), and have at least one (1) year post-J.D. legal or other
relevant experience. See vacancy announcement 13-OKW-909033-A-02 at

www.usajobs.gov (Exec Office for US Attorneys). Applications must be
submitted on-line. See AHow to Apply@ section of announcement for specific

information. Questions may be directed to Lisa Engelke, Administrative
Officer, via e-mail at lisa.engelke@usdoj.gov. This announcement is open

from June 24, 2013 through July 5, 2013.

ASSISTANT U.S. ATTORNEY – 14 MONTH APPOINTMENT
Need 4 Owner Operators. Steady 
work, pulling Pneumatic Trailers. 

Great Pay/Hometime. Weekly 
Settlements. Fuel/Parts/Tire 
Discounts. 24yoa w/2yrs exp. 

CDL-A. Summer: 866-256-3632

DRIVERS

YRC Freight is hiring FT Combo 
City Driver/Dock Worker & PT 
Dock Workers. OKC location. 

CDL-A w/Combo and Hazmat, 1yr 
T/T exp, 21yoa req. EOE-M/F/D/V. 

Able to lift 65 lbs. req. AP-
PLY: www.yrcfreight.com/careers.

DRIVER/DOCK WORKER

First Baptist Church of Oklahoma City
“In the heart of our city with a heart for the 
world.” 1201 N. Robinson
Ph. 232-4255 www.fbcokc.org
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.; Worship: 10:30 
a.m. Wednesday: Dinner 5p.m.;
Bible Study 6 p.m. Thurs: SALT (Study & Lunch 
Together) 11:45a.m.

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
1901 N.W. 18th St. Ph. 528-0485
www.stfrancisokc.com
Weekend Masses: Sat. Vigil @ 5 p.m.; 
Sunday 8:30 & 11 am.
Weekday Masses: (Meerschaert House Chapel): 
Tue-Fri 7:30 am Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Sat. 3 to 4 pm

St. Joseph Old Cathedral
307 N.W. 4th St., OKC, OK 73101
Ph. 235-4565
Weekend Masses: Sat.Vigil @ 4pm; 
Sunday @ 8 a.m., 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
NOON - Spanish Service, Weekday Masses: 
Mon-Fri. @ Noon, Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Mon-Fri. 11:30 a.m. Sat. 3:15 p.m.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral
N.W. 7th and Robinson
www.stpaulsokc.org Ph. 235-3436
Sunday Holy Eucharist: 8, 9, 11 a.m.
Christian Education: 10:10 a.m.
Sunday Cathedral @ 5 p.m.

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
3214 N. Lake Ave., OKC, OK 73118
Ph. 525-2349

Pastor: Rev. Edward J. Weisenburger, V.G.
Weekend Masses: Sat. @ 5 p.m., Sun. @ 8 
a.m., 10 a.m., 11:45 a.m. (V.N.)

Expressions Community Fellowship
“A place where you can be who God created 
you to be” 
Worship experiences: Sundays 
11 AM & 5:30 PM at 4010 N. Youngs Blvd in 
Oklahoma City. (405) 761-1878
or visit www.expressionsokc.com

Olivet Baptist Church
1201 NW 10 OKC OK 73106
Traditional Worship, Practical Ministries 
Human Diversity, Christian Unity 
A light of love in a dark world of hurt Sunday 
9:30 am S.S., 10:50 am Worship
Sunday 6 pm, Wednesday 6 pm activities www.
olivetbaptistokc.com

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Rev. John Malget, Senior Minister
36th & N. Walker, OKC, 73118
Phone: 525 -6551
Sundays:
Church School- 9:30     Worship- 10:30
fccokc.org

 Faith Directory

Business/Real Estate

locating or breaking the com-
mode.

Because of the lack of plumb-
ers, he expects wages to soar in 
the coming years.

“I would not be surprised if 
wages exceed $30 per hour. The 
average rate for repair plumber 
may increase to as much as $170 
an hour in the next few years,” 
he predicted. “This is what it 
will take to encourage people to 
come into this trade.”

Feehan’s creative way to help 
the wheelchair-bound was re-
cently honored by the Journal 
Record business newspaper. He 
has had it patented.

Electricity is an integral part 
of our lives, observed Will John-
son owner of HighPointe Elec-
tric.

“Electricity shapes the world 
we live in,” said Johnson. “Like 
anything we do, you get out of it 
what you put into it,” said John-
son.

“For me as electrical contrac-
tor, it is more than a job. It’s my 
neighbor, the high school my 
daughter graduated from in El 
Reno, the restaurant where I eat, 
the WalMart where you shop.”

The bigger picture really 
drives home the point of the 
need for tradesmen and real es-
tate professionals.

Construction sector job open-
ings now exceed 100,000 an-
nually nationally - their high-
est level since 2007, according 
to the National Association of 
Homebuilders.

Werner leads several kinds of 
training courses sponsored by 
Oklahoma State Homebuilders 
Association.

As a public service, members 
of his groups and affiliates vol-
unteer their time to encourage 
those seeking great careers.

They’re taking it a step fur-
ther by offering to let interested 
people job shadow them to learn 
about various occupations in 
greater detail.

For those willing to work 
hard, trades and professions of-
fer careers that pay well and 

will be in great demand for a 
long time ahead, the group said.

“I have opportunities to edu-
cate the community about how 
critical a thorough inspection 
is,” Werner said.

“I identify issues that could 
have cost my customers a lot 
of money later on. They real-
ize they should never buy prop-
erty without my service and 
they thank me again and again. 
I really like making that kind of 
contribution to the real estate 
profession.”

The need for real estate pro-
fessionals and tradesmen will 
skyrocket as central Oklaho-
ma storm victims rebuild their 
lives, Werner noted.

“About eight of us spoke to 
200 students at the Metrotech 
South campus recently to ac-
quaint them with the tremen-
dous opportunities in these pro-
fessions,” said Werner.

The A to Z Inspections hosts 
a monthly networking group 
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. on the first 
Thursday of each month. It fea-
tures informative property in-
dustry speakers. 

Speakers have included Okla-
homa City Mayor Mick Cornett 

and Ward 2 City Councilman Ed 
Shadid, who represents the Mid-
town, The City Sentinel’s core 
readership area.

“Working in the real estate 
industry is very fulfilling pro-
fession,” said Brenda Seagroves, 
agent for Keller Williams Real-
ty. “I love to sell historic homes 
especially for their beautiful 
craftsmanship, sturdy construc-
tion and convenient, Midtown 
locations.”

Contact these professionals 
about exciting careers:

Jack Werner, A to Z Inspec-
tions, at 412-7861

Dennis Seagroves, Citywide 
Heating, Air & Refrigeration, at 
816-0373

Will Johnson, HighPointe 
Electric, at 249-0611

Keller Williams Realtor Bren-
da Seagroves, historic homes 
specialist, 824-6566.

continued from page 1

Demand for real estate and building trades 
highest since 2007

Property tax basics from Oklahoma 
County Assessor Leonard Sullivan
Taxpayer’s rights, 
remedies and            
responsibilities

Staff Report

Property taxes provide 
more revenue for local servic-
es in Oklahoma than any oth-
er source. Property taxes help 
to pay for public schools, city 
streets, county roads, police, 
fire protection and many oth-
er services, according to the 
Oklahoma County Assessor’s 
office.

Property taxes are local tax-
es. County officials value your 
property, set your tax rates and 
collect your taxes, but state 
law governs the process. 

How does the property tax 
system work? 

To get an idea of your prop-
erty’s value, an internet search 
or a phone call to a Realtor can 
help pin it down.

Markets are driven by local 
conditions. Housing prices in 
parts of the county may suffer, 
while other parts thrive. That’s 
the nature of the market.

The county assessor must 
notify property owners prior 
to any tax increase. 

A property’s market value 
is the price for which it would 
sell when both buyer and seller 
want the best price and neither 
one is under pressure to buy or 
sell.

Land used for farming and 
ranching is valued on its ca-
pacity to produce crops or live-
stock. Its appraisal is known as 
agricultural use value. 

Your county’s assessor must 
notify you prior to any in-
crease in your tax rate. 

What if you disagree with a 
property tax increase?

You may dispute the proper-
ty value set by the county as-
sessor. It’s possible the dispute 
may be settled at this level.

If not, the next step is to ap-
peal to the County Board of 
Equalization (CBOE) which 
settles any disagreements be-
tween you and the assessor 
about property values.

The CBOE sets a date, time 
and place for of your hearing. 
Arrive on time, and present an 
organized case about why the 
property tax is excessive.  

Be on time for the hearing, 
organize and prepare your 
case.  Once the board rules, 
it mails you a written notice. 
If you’re still dissatisfied, you 
have the right appeal to your 
county’s district court.

What if you fail to pay your 
property taxes? 

It’s expensive and risky to 
fail to pay property taxes. 

Penalty and interest charges 
as high as 18 percent may ac-
crue, depending on how long 
the taxes were unpaid. There 
is no cap on interest and pen-
alty charges.

Delinquent tax notices are 
issued, usually repeatedly. 

A tax lien likely can be at-
tached, making selling the 
house problematic.

After several years, the 
property can be auctioned at 
a tax sale, unless the past due 
taxes are paid. You may be able 
to get it back by paying the 
new owner 100% of the back 
taxes, plus a hefty interest rate.

Editor’s Note: This informa-
tion is general; consult your 
county assessor’s office for 
more specific guidelines.

Don’t overlook impact of storm 
losses when filing for 2013 tax year

By Alan Switzer, CPA

The first question most of 
my clients ask me is usually 
not about taxes, especially 
this time of year.  The first 
thing they usually ask me is 
“Have you chased any storms 
lately?”  That’s because storm 
chasing is my hobby.  I love 
watching the clouds and mo-
tion and yes, even seeing a 
tornado.  My twitter name is 
@stormchasingcpa.  

However, I don’t like to see 
what happened in Little Axe, 
Moore and Canadian Coun-
ty the past 2 weeks.  But in 
Oklahoma it seems like those 
things are inevitable, even 
though most Oklahomans are 
very weather aware on days 
storms are predicted to oc-
cur.  Personally, I suffered 
the wrath of the Moore’s first 
monster (F-5) in May 3, 1999.  
It wiped out everything, but 
I wasn’t home because I was 
out “chasing it”.

Which brings me to the 
topic of casualties, like fire, 
flood, tornadoes, hail and 
even thefts, which can affect 
your now and in future tax 
years.  Gains or losses from 
these events should not be 
overlooked.

The way casualties are 
handled on tax returns is af-
fected by several factors, 
such as whether property is 
for business, personal use or 
income-production; insur-
ance reimbursements; disas-
ter declarations and FEMA 
or other grants.  

This topic is too broad to 
cover every scenario, but if 
you suffer casualty losses, it’s 
critical to review disaster is-

sues with a tax professional.
Let’s say you have a 

$100,000 rental property 
which has an adjusted ba-
sis to you of $60,000.  Your 
adjusted basis is the amount 
you paid for the house plus 
improvements minus any de-
preciation that has been tak-
en.

The property is struck by 
a tornado and is a total loss.  
There were no injuries.

If the insurance company 
only pays you $60,000, then 
you have no gain or loss.  If 
your insurance company 
pays you $100,000, then you 
may have a gain.

Whether you have a gain 
or not depends on whether 
or not you replace the prop-
erty and in the proper time 
frame. 

If you replace the property 
within the proper time frame 
using the full $100,000 the 
insurance gave you, then you 
have no gain.  If you don’t 
replace the property then 
it’s treated as if you sold the 
property for $100,000 and 
you’ll have a $40,000 taxable 
gain.

You have 24 months from 
the end of the year that the 
casualty occurred in which 
to replace the property and 
not pay any tax on the in-
surance reimbursement.  If a 
casualty occurs in 2013 then 
you have until December 31, 
2015 to replace the property.  
If after this time you decide 
not to replace the property 
you will have to amend your 
2013 tax return and pay the 
tax at that time.

If a hail storm damages 
your roof or other property, 

then a similar scenario ap-
plies.  If there is no insur-
ance, you have a deductible 
loss.

The deduction amount de-
pends on whether it is your 
personal or an income-pro-
ducing property (like a rent-
al.) 

If this is your personal res-
idence and there is no reim-
bursement from insurance, 
then your loss is limited to 
10% of your adjusted gross 
income plus $100.  If this is 
a rental property then your 
loss would be the cost to re-
place your roof.

If you do receive insur-
ance proceeds for the roof’s 
replacement, you must spend 
all the insurance proceeds or 
you will have taxable income 
for the unused amount.  The 
same time frame as men-
tioned above.

Some of these time frames 
for replacement of property 
are extended in federally-de-
clared disaster areas.

Please remember to al-
ways create a back up set of 
records and store them in a 
secure place.  Copy them, 
use a safe deposit box or scan 
them electronically. Docu-
mentation will prove invalu-
able after a disaster. It can be 
expensive and time consum-
ing to reproduce and gather 
this information.  And it’s 
also smart to document the 
valuables you have with pho-
tographs and/or video.

Should a fire, flood, or oth-
er disaster happen, be sure to 
consult your tax professional 
before making decisions to 
determine the best outcome 
tax-wise.
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Every Thursday |  Noon -11pm

12 Rounds for a share of over $2,900 in Free Play. 
Everyone walks away a winner!

Free Play Frenzy

Every Saturday | Noon -11pm

12 Rounds for a share of over $5,000 in cash and prizes!
Everyone walks aways a winner!

$5,000 Cash Crazy

WEEKLY

 TOURNAMENTS

ONLY AT 
LUCKY STAR CONCHO!

JULY 19, 20 & 21
TWO SHOWS A DAY!

Friday, July 19: 7pm & 10pm
Saturday, July 20: 7pm & 10pm

Sunday, July 21: 4pm & 7pm 

HOSTED BY JERRY SPRINGER! 

TICKETS ON SALE
NOW!

Tickets available at Lucky Star Casino Box Offices,
online at Ticketstorm.com or by phone at 866-966-1777.

Subject to change. See casino for official rules and details. Management reserves all rights. ©2013 Lucky Star Casino

LuckyStarCasino.org

UPCOMING ENTERTAINMENT

WHITESNAKE
July 13     CONCHO

Upcoming Shows:

TREY SONGZ August 9  CONCHO

WEEZER September 13  CONCHO

WAR/CHEECH & CHONG/TOWER OF POWER 
November 9  CONCHO

WE’VE GOT YOUR GAME!
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The City Sentinel
“Arts Around the City”

Our event calendar of art-related events in and around the Greater Oklahoma City metro area

2013 Sunday Twilight Series 
Concerts, Devon Energy
Myriad Gardens, concerts are 
free, from 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.
www.artscouncilokc.com/
   twilight-concerts

June 30th: Allied Arts 
   Community Thank you

July 7th: Bread & Butter 
   Band - Bluegrass

July 14th: OKC Ballet, 
   Lifechange Ballroom, & 

   Perpetual Motion - Dance 
   Showcase

July 21st: Adam & Kizzie
   Variety

July 28th: Matt Stansberry &
   the Romance - 50’s/60’s 
   Soul/Blues

 Aug 4th: Edgar Cruz - Virtuoso
   Guitar

“Man of Steel” – entertaining and often brilliant film-making
By Patrick B. McGuigan

Associate Publisher 

“Man of Steel” from direc-
tor Zack Snyder and produc-
er Christopher Nolan dwells a 
good deal on the origins of Kal-
El of Krypton, and this gives the 
film a deeper sense of mystery 
than the typical Superman fan 
might expect.

Russell Crowe brings gravi-
tas and believability as Jor-El, 
father of Kal-El and husband of 
Lara (Avelet Zurer). A scientist, 
he anticipates the impending 
fate of his world and works with 
his wife to send their infant to 
a distant star and planet – ours 
– shortly before a kind of Judge-
ment Day.

General Zod (Michael Shan-
non) is one of the best film vil-
lains of recent memory – un-
less Antje Traue as Faora, his 
subcommander, deserves that 
distinction. Scriptwriter Da-
vid S. Goyer cleverly adapts 
the “phantom zone” – an eter-
nal prison system that survives 
Krypton’s destruction – as a key 
element in the story.  

Clark Kent is shown, in flash-
backs, as a child confused and 

sometimes overwhelmed by 
his developing powers. He is 
blessed with earthly parents 
who both nurture his intelli-
gence and nudge him toward 
acceptance of the burdens that 
come with his awesome powers. 

Diane Lane as Martha has 
perhaps the best performance 
arc of the motion picture, por-
traying a stable and loving wife 
and mother at several stages of 
life. Kevin Costner is spot-on as 
the farmer/father Jonathan. The 
pair are ideally cast in these 
roles, as loving adoptive parents 
with practical parenting skills 
and intuitive spirits. 

The plot unfolds somewhat 
episodically, but Henry Cavill 
owns the part of the adult Clark 
from his first moment on screen. 
A wandering loner at that point, 
he is trying to find his way in a 
troubled world, uncertain about 
his unique strengths and inter-
nal vulnerability.

Amy Adams is deeply appeal-
ing as Lois Lane, a thoroughly 
modern reporter who begins to 
piece together stories of heroic 
rescues and nearly-Divine inter-
ventions that trace back to Clark 
and his hometown on the Kan-

sas prairie.
Her boss, Perry White – as 

well portrayed by Laurence 
Fishburne -- is like many editors 
these days. He wants both pro-
fessional credibility and enough 
sensationalism to pull “eye-
balls” to the printed or posted 
words and images that inform, 
or misinform, modern consum-
ers of news. The newsroom pre-
sented in this film is a believ-
able place, with a young “Jenny 
Olson” among the Lois-wan-
nabes. 

The relationship between 
Clark and Lois begins warily, 
warming into a trusting friend-
ship before shared danger leads 
them into romantic territory. 
When Zod, Faora and the rest 
of the phantom prisoners show 
up on earth, stuff hits the fan as 
computer-general images domi-
nate the big screen.  

A climatic battle sequence is 
visually stunning, approaching 
“Independence Day” levels of 
havoc from which, one assumes, 
it will take Metropolis some 
years to recover.

When Clark takes a job at 
The Daily Planet and is intro-
duced to the staff by Fishburne’s 

White, Adams as Lane is shyly 
feminine as she looks to the fu-
ture. 

Several excellent performers 
appear in supporting roles, in-
cluding Richard Schiff, Christo-
pher Meloni (of “Law & Order” 
fame) and Harry Lennix. 

Bottom line: the reboot of the 
story line is successful, with 
hints of future adventures in-
corporating other familiar vil-
lains and heroes, in reimagined 
settings and plot lines. The film 
will serve as the jump start for a 
wave of films based on the char-
acters in the classic DC Comics 
“universe.”

This cinema comes in at 143 
minutes. That length allows 
characters to develop and the al-
ternative approach to the story 
to unfold.

Crowe, Costner, Fishburne 
and Lane lend not only dignity 
but also seriousness of purpose 
to the product, and the rest of 
the cast delivers respectfully. 
This is one of those movies in 
which the acting is uniformly 
solid, occasionally magnificent 
and admirably professional.  

“Man of Steel” is highly en-
tertaining and occasionally 
challenging. An exchange be-
tween Clark and a young Cath-

olic priest touches on mission, 
purpose, faith and choice, re-
spectfully raising the stakes in 
this well-crafted redo of the be-
loved “superman” stories. 

The PG-13 rating is merited, 
as the story is simply too much 
for younger viewers. With that 
caveat, the film is recommend-
ed. 

Starring in “Man of Steel,” are, from left: Amy Adams as Lois Lane, Henry Cavill as Superman and Antje Traue as Faora, 
subcommander of evil forces from Krypton.

In “Man of Steel,” Henry Cavil portrays Kal-el, known in Kansas as Clark Kent, 
the secret identity of Superman. In this photo from the new film, presently the 
nation’s #1 box office hit, Superman preapres to battle the evil General Zod of 
Krypton and his forces on the streets of Kent’s hometown, Smallville. 

Grammy award-winning rapper Murphy 
Lee free rap concert July 17

Staff Report 

Grammy award winning rap 
musician Murphy Lee will give 
a free performance on the Vat-
terott College campus July 17, 
organizers said.

The venue address is 5537 
NW Expressway. Lee headlines 
the outdoor concert along with 
other musical talents. The con-
cert is open to anyone 18 years 
and older.

The 4-hour concert begins 
at 4 p.m. The lineup of perfor-
mances opens with two local 
acts plus an ex’treme Institute 
talent contest winner.

The concert continues with 
appearances from DJ Sir Thurl, 
Christina J, Aloha, Doorway, 
Tef Poe, Mai Lee, JGE, Dough-
boy and Yak Boy Fresh, Indiana 
Rome and Saint Orleans, and 
concludes with St. Louis rapper 
Murphy Lee.

The music lineup for the con-
cert features a diverse group of 
performing artists, represent-
ing music genres like rap, R&B 
and more.

Murphy Lee is a member of 
the hip-hop group St. Lunatics. 
Lee is a national recording art-
ist and the Chief Executive of 
his recording label, U C Me En-
tertainment. He released his 
platinum-selling album Mur-
phy’s Law in 2003.

St. Louis breakout artist Tef 
Poe has opened for Lupe Fias-

co and Big Boi, and performed 
alongside Common.  XXL Mag-
azine  highlighted Tef Poe in 
March 2012, describing him 
as, “A Midwestern Nas with a 
pinch of Kanye, Eminem, 2pac 
and Ice Cube.”

Christina J began writing 
and recording her own songs 
with Grammy Award-winning 
producer Jason “KOKO” Bridg-
es of Basement Beats. She is 
currently is the process of cre-
ating her debut album.

Top 20 finalist of American 
Idol Season 4 Aloha Mi’sho (aka 
Aloha Mischeaux) adds her tal-
ent in the music lineup, with a 
voice that is often compared to 
Beyoncé’s. Aloha released her 
debut album Badd in 2010.

JGE is a rap/hip-hop duo out 
of St. Louis, Mo. This internet 
pair includes Tab, nephew of 
Grammy Award-winning rap-
per Nelly.

Mai Lee is a pop, R&B and 
soul singer and songwriter. Her 
most recent single “Fitness” de-
buted last July and she released 
a mixtape in late 2012.

Rapper Murphy Lee will stop in Okla-
homa City as part of a 13-city tour. 
Photo provided.

Streak planned for August 10 at State 
Fair Park

Staff Report 

The 9th annual Midnight 
Streak, a 5-K run for the arts, 
will take place at 11 p.m. on 
Saturday, Aug. 10 at Oklaho-
ma Contemporary Arts Center, 
3000 General Pershing Blvd. at 
State Fair Park.

“Midnight Streak is an im-
portant annual fundraiser for 
Oklahoma Contemporary Arts 
Center  which provides a fam-
ily-friendly, festival environ-
ment for art enthusiasts, social 
joggers, and a competitive field 
for the more serious runners,” 
said Joshua Maxey, Special 
Events Manager for Oklahoma 
Contemporary Arts Center. “It 
is summertime in Oklahoma, so 
participants should come pre-
pared for the summer heat, but 
with the late night start time it 
should be a little cooler.”

Festivities begin at 9 p.m. 
and continue through midnight. 
The race will begin promptly at 

11 p.m.
Food and beverage vendors 

will be available for all attend-
ees. The exhibition Walking, 
Eating, Sleeping, will remain 
open past normal gallery hours 
for Midnight Streak attendees 
throughout the event. The art-
work of Laurie Frick explores 
the intersection of technology 
and creativity as the artist her-
self adopts a daily regimen of 
self-tracking that measures her 
activities and body.

Registration is $35 until the 
day of the race, at which time 
registration will be $40.  Reg-
istration includes a Dri-Fit T-
shirt.  Proceeds support Okla-
homa Contemporary’s mission 
to encourage artistic expression 
in all its forms through educa-
tion and exhibitions.  Register 
on-line at www.OklahomaCon-
temporary.org or in-person at 
Oklahoma Contemporary Arts 
Center.  

More than 1,000 runners par-

ticipated last year. The 5-K (3.1 
miles) course is certified by 
USA Track & Field.  Race logis-
tics are managed by OK Run-
ner and chip timing will be pro-
vided by DG Productions. Visit 
www.OklahomaContemporary.
org to view the course map.

Oklahoma Contemporary 
Arts Center: Oklahoma Con-
temporary Arts Center is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organiza-
tion that encourages artistic ex-
pression in all its forms through 
education and exhibitions. 

Founded in 1989 as City Arts 
Center by businessman and 
philanthropist Christian Kee-
see and Kirkpatrick Founda-
tion Director Marilyn Myers, 
Oklahoma Contemporary Arts 
Center offers contemporary 
arts exhibitions throughout 
the year, free to the public, as 
well as youth art camps, adult 
art classes and workshops, lec-
tures and independent film 
screenings.  


