U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Requests Input:
Identifying Administrative, Regulatory and Legislative Barriers for Tribal Governments 
On February 28, 2011, President Obama issued a memorandum directing that Executive Departments and Agencies work with State, Local, and Tribal governments to identify administrative, regulatory, and legislative barriers in Federally-funded programs that currently prevent them from efficiently using tax dollars to achieve the best results for their constituents.  This memorandum builds on the Executive Order 13563 issued on January 18, 2011, outlining the President’s regulatory strategy.

We are expecting guidance on this task from OMB by the end of April, and we expect to have a final report by July.  Because of the short timeframe, please consider if any areas of VA’s grants processes (such as veterans homes, tribal veterans cemeteries, homeless grant and per diem) can be identified to realize efficiency, promote program integrity, improve program outcomes, and reduce or streamline duplicative paperwork, reporting, and regulatory burdens. 

Once guidance from OMB is received, the Department of Veterans Affairs will formally request input and suggestions from tribal leaders, which most likely will have a very quick turnaround time.
Please email any questions or information to www.tribalconsultation@va.gov or call Ms. Stephanie E. Birdwell, Director, Office of Tribal Government Relations 202-461-7400.
