[bookmark: _GoBack]The Veterans Health Administration (VHA) is pleased to announce that Ms. Gina L. Capra, MPA has been selected as the new Director of the Office of Rural Health (ORH) in Washington, DC. Ms. Capra joined the VA in April 2013 following 16 years of Federal service with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).

From 2007-2013, Ms. Capra served as the HHS  Director of the Northeast Division in the Bureau of Primary Health Care (BPHC) with responsibility for the Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) program. In this role, Ms. Capra managed 42 federal staff and an $800 million annual budget providing funding to 300 community health center organizations operating 900 clinic sites serving over 5 million patients. The FQHC program assures basic, integrated health service delivery to diverse, underserved patient populations in rural and urban areas through strong working relationships with state-wide associations and other private-public partnerships.

As Director of ORH, Ms. Capra will be responsible for oversight of the $250 million portfolio of VHA projects to improve access and quality of care for Veterans residing in rural and highly rural areas. Ms. Capra will also oversee ORH’s participation with regards to the coordination of VA-IHS Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) initiatives to improve the care and services provided to American Indian (AI) and Alaska Native (AN) Veterans. Since its inception in 2007, ORH has supported several projects and programs serving AI/AN Veterans, such as the Tribal Veterans Representative (TVR) program and the Native Domain, a website which serves as a national resource on healthcare issues for Native rural Veterans. http://www.ruralhealth.va.gov/native/index.asp
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Photo 1 From l-to-r, Nelson Red Hawk Bell, Kristen Wing (VRHRC-ER), Gina Capra (ORH), Allen Wood



On Ms. Capra’s recent visit to the ORH Veterans Rural Health Resource Center – Eastern Region (VRHRC-ER),  she met with Nelson Red Hawk Bell and Allen Wood to tour outdoor space at the Lake City (FL) VA Medical Center (VAMC) to be used for Native American ceremonies and healing purposes. Mr. Bell and Mr. Wood are members of the local Native Veteran Council of Elders, led by Ms. Patricia Davis, Native American Special Emphasis Program Manager for the North Florida/South Georgia Veterans Health System (NF/SGVHS). The council worked with Dr. Jay Shore of ORH’s Native Domain, and Lake City VAMC leadership and Chaplain Service, to secure the space on the facility grounds. In November 2012, this grassy, tree-lined area served as the site of the fifth annual Flags and Feathers Native American Festival, a cultural and educational event celebrating American Indian/Alaskan Native Heritage Month and honoring Veterans.
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Photo 2 Nov. 2012 Flags and Feathers Native American Festival at the Lake City VA Medical Center
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