
 

VA ~ Office of Tribal Government Relations  
Newsletter ~ September/October 2017 

 
Greetings and welcome to the combined September/October edition of the VA Office of Tribal Government 
Relations newsletter.  It’s hard to believe that autumn is here, but November is a special month for us all as 
Veterans Day is coming up on the 11th and we are also celebrating National Native American Heritage Month.   I’ll 
discuss some of our engagements and commemorative events later in my note but something I would like to share 
right away is the release of the VA 2016 Tribal Consultation Report, on October 1, 2017.  You can review the 
report on the link:  https://files.kauffmaninc.com/projects/va/VA-2016-Consultation-Report_508.pdf.  This report 
includes responses from VA on important topics of concern ranging from purchased care to identifying priorities 
for Veterans living in Indian Country.  We worked hard to ensure the final document is both readable and 
informative.  We’re very interested in hearing your feedback so don’t hesitate to email us with your questions and 
comments: tribalgovernmentconsultation@va.gov.  
 
I also wanted to mention activities occurring in Congress that our readers should be aware of and may be advised 
to follow closely in the days ahead.  On October 24, 2017, the House Veterans Affairs Committee held a hearing on 
two draft legislative proposals focused on revising the expiring Veterans Choice Program (Choice).  Then, on 
November 6, 2017, the House passed HR 3657 which would authorize the VA to provide headstones and markers 
for the spouses and children of veterans who are interred in tribal Veterans cemeteries. 
 
Now, transitioning to the topic of tribal engagements and outreach (I’ll jump around a bit mentioning some 
activities that are on the horizon, and looking back to others that occurred in the couple of months since my last 
note), the Southwest is particularly busy right now, with leadership from two tribal governments located in New 
Mexico, the Pueblo of Zia and the Pueblo of Santa Clara, participating in Native American Direct Loan Memorandum 
of Understanding (NADL MOU) signing ceremonies with VA officials within the next few days.  The MOU between 
Santa Clara Pueblo and VA will be the 100th MOU VA has signed with tribal governments.  The NADL MOUs create a 
path for Veterans living on tribal trust lands to achieve the dream of home ownership by utilizing the VA home loan 
mortgage product.  Since we’re on the topic of NADL, the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians will be doing a 
formal NADL MOU signing ceremony on November 30, 2017, a very exciting development for the tribe and VA. 
Also, during this same week into Veterans Day time frame, our tribal government relations specialist for the 
Southwest, Ms. Homana Pawiki will be traveling to Hopi to participate in the November 7, 2017 Veterans Outreach 
Day, “Community Celebrating and Honoring Veterans Military Service” from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Hopi 
Veterans Memorial Center.  Later in the week, she’ll be headed to New Mexico to attend the Taos Pueblo Veterans 
Recognition Day to be held on November 11.   
 
Looking further east, the Oklahoma City VA Health Care System and the Muskogee VA Medical Center Directors are 
hosting a November 13, 2017 roundtable discussion with Oklahoma tribal health representatives.  The roundtable 
topics will range from combatting opioid addictions to suicide prevention, mental health, resource sharing, 
increased access to care, direct consults and telehealth (just to name a few).  For more information on the 
roundtable, contact Mary.Culley@va.gov.   I should also take a moment to recognize Mary Culley and the generous 
support of the Otoe-Missouria Tribe for hosting another successful Veterans Intertribal Stand Down in Red Rock, 
OK on October 5-6th.  Seven tribes participated in the event, which involved staff from the tribes, VA, the state of 
Oklahoma, the Department of Defense and other partners who worked to reach and serve Veterans living in the 
more rural parts of the state.   
 
Over in the Northwest Pacific region, Terry Bentley worked with the Suquamish Tribe and the Washington State  

https://files.kauffmaninc.com/projects/va/VA-2016-Consultation-Report_508.pdf
mailto:tribalgovernmentconsultation@va.gov
mailto:Mary.Culley@va.gov
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Department of Veterans Affairs to sponsor the 16th Veterans Training Summit at the Suquamish Clearwater Resort 
on September 26-27, 2017. The objectives of the summit were to invite tribal leaders, tribal Veterans, tribal 
Veterans representatives, as well as other federal and state partners who work with American Indians and Alaska 
Natives for services and benefits to collaborate, educate and network to better serve this population.  She also 
attended the Veteran Service Officer Training in Driftwood Shores, Florence, Oregon on October 16-20, 2017.  This 
five-day event covered a detailed variety of Veterans compensation and pension benefits.  It also included training 
on suicide awareness and prevention. 
 
In the meantime, in the upper Midwest, our tribal government relations specialist Peter Vicaire was in Cherokee, 
NC for Veteran Committee meetings of the United South and Eastern Tribes (USET).  There, he procured a 
resolution of support regarding the improper state taxation of reservation-domiciled servicemembers.  Earlier this 
year, Arizona passed legislation which would return $2 million to Native Veterans who were wrongly taxed and 
Kansas is now considering doing the same.  Also, in Cherokee, Peter (and Mary Culley) implemented a Veteran 
event with Eastern Band Cherokee.   He was then in Milwaukee, WI where he helped line up speakers for and 
presented to the Veterans Committee of the National Congress of American Indians.   
 
Last but certainly not least, the White House will be hosting a Veterans Conference on November 29, 2017.  State 
Directors of Veterans Affairs, County Veteran leadership, and Tribal leaders will be invited.   For more information 
about the conference, please email David.Ward@va.gov.  It is a White House event, but David (Clay) can certainly 
point you to the right place to help with obtaining additional details about the event.  
 
In closing, I would be remiss if I neglected to mention that we would like to respectfully dedicate this newsletter in 
honor of Army Sgt. Philip Iyotte, a Lakota POW warrior who went missing in Korea 66 years ago and was finally 
laid to rest in South Dakota this past month.  Sgt. Iyotte’s service and sacrifice serve as a powerful reminder of the 
cost others pay for our freedoms.  We also recognize and thank our brave men and women who have served or are 
currently serving in the U.S. Armed Forces.  During this month, and every month, may we reflect on a way to honor 
those who have sacrificed so much in service to each one of us.   
 
As always, if you have suggestions, requests, recommendations or submissions to the OTGR newsletter, please 
don’t hesitate to email us at tribalgovernmentconsultation@va.gov, Peter.Vicaire@va.gov, or check out our 
website: www.va.gov/tribalgovernment.   We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Warm Regards and happy reading,  

 

 
 

Links to non-Federal services are provided solely as a service to our readers. These links do not constitute an endorsement of these organizations or their 
programs by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and none should be inferred. VA is not responsible for the content of the individual organization 

web pages found at these links nor the information provided on these events by organizations or individuals. 

mailto:David.Ward@va.gov
mailto:tribalgovernmentconsultation@va.gov
mailto:Peter.Vicaire@va.gov
http://www.va.gov/tribalgovernment
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Indian Country Outreach Campaign for Pension and 
Presumptive Conditions            
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VA 2016 Tribal Consultation Report Released          
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has released its 2016 Tribal Consultation Report, 
which provides a comprehensive summary of VA’s tribal consultation activities during 
2016. This report, prepared by VA’s Office of Tribal Government Relations (OTGR), 
highlights tribes’ top priorities for serving American Indian and Alaska Native Veterans, 
identified through consultation, and can be viewed and downloaded from our website or 
here: https://files.kauffmaninc.com/projects/va/VA-2016-Consultation-Report_508.pdf  
 

 

 

https://www.va.gov/tribalgovernment/
https://files.kauffmaninc.com/projects/va/VA-2016-Consultation-Report_508.pdf
https://files.kauffmaninc.com/projects/va/VA-2016-Consultation-Report_508.pdf
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Indian Affairs Committee Advances Bipartisan Bill 
to Combat Native American Veteran Homelessness 

 
Here is some information from the United States Senate Committee on Indian 

Affairs, which was released on September 13, 2017 

 
WASHINGTON – Senators John Hoeven (R-ND) and Tom Udall (D-NM), chairman and vice 
chairman of the Senate Indian Affairs Committee, and Senators Johnny Isakson (R-GA) and 
Jon Tester (D-MT), chairman and ranking member of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee, welcomed the passage of their bipartisan legislation to address Native 
American veteran homelessness.  
 
The Tribal HUD-VASH Act, introduced by Senator Tester, will renew a joint tribal housing 
initiative between the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the 
Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (VASH) program, which provides rental and housing 
assistance to homeless and at-risk homeless veterans in Indian Country. 
 
“Today, the committee took an important step forward to help improve the quality of life 
for Native Americans who courageously served our country,” Hoeven said. “American 
Indians have served in our armed forces in higher numbers than any other ethnic group. 
This bill extends vital resources to our Native American veterans and increases their access 
to safe, quality housing. I am glad to work with my colleagues in the Senate to quickly pass 
this bipartisan bill.”  
 
“Native Americans serve our nation in the military in greater numbers per capita than any 
other ethnic group and it is critical that this country live up to the promise it made to 
Native veterans,” Tester said.  “Without rooves over our heads, it is hard to live productive 
and healthy lives. This bipartisan bill is important because it provides tribes with resources 
to ensure that every Native American veteran has access to affordable housing.” 
 
“Homelessness among Native American veterans is simply unacceptable,” Udall said. “We 
owe a solemn debt to these men and women who have given so much in service to our 
country. I’m proud to join in this bipartisan effort to ensure Native veterans in Indian 
Country have access to safe and affordable housing, and I’ll keep fighting to see this crucial 
legislation become law.” 
 
“We must always take care of our service members who sacrificed so much for us,” Isakson 
said. “I am pleased this bipartisan effort to continue access to housing and support for 
Native American veterans is moving forward.” 
 
HUD-VASH has supported homeless veterans since 2008. Prior to Congressional 
authorization of a tribal HUD-VASH pilot in 2015, Native American tribes and tribal housing 
authorities had been unable to access HUD-VASH funds. 
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The Tribal HUD-VASH Act will formally authorize the program for current recipients and 
ensure that at least five percent of all HUD-VASH funding is set aside for additional Native 
American tribes and tribal housing authorities to address veteran homelessness. The bill 
will also ensure that HUD and the VA modify the initiative through tribal consultation to 
better guide available resources to homeless Native American veterans. 
 
The legislation also directs the Indian Health Service to provide any assistance requested 
by HUD or the VA to implement the initiative and directs HUD, the VA, and the Indian 
Health Service to conduct an initial review of the initiative after one year and subsequent 
reporting every five years thereafter. 
 
The bill, as amended, unanimously passed the committee. The amendment incorporates 
technical corrections developed in consultation with HUD, including authorizing the HUD 
Secretary to renew grants awarded to current program recipients and requiring additional 
reporting by HUD to identify the impact of the program’s implementation on home building 
under the Indian Housing Block Grant. 
 
The Senate Indian Affairs Committee held a legislative hearing on the Tribal HUD-VASH Act 
on June 13, 2017. The National Congress of American Indians, National American Indian 
Housing Council, and the Association of Village Council Presidents Regional Housing 
Authority testified in support of the legislation. 
 
 

Eight Tribal Veteran Representatives attend Oregon 
Veteran Service Officer Training  

 
This five-day event covered a detailed variety of Veterans compensation and pension 
benefits as well as training on suicide awareness and prevention.  There were 118 Veteran 
Service Officers in attendance from counties all over Oregon and eight TVRs from three 
tribes: Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation; Confederated Tribes of 
Warm Springs and the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Indian Reservation.   
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Veterans Housing and Mortgages Continue to Rise 
for Tribes 

 
Here’s an article written by Mark Fogarty which ran in Indian Country Today on 

August 31, 2017 

 
“One hundred tribes have signed MOUs, passing 1,000 loans from the VA’s Trust 
Land Mortgage Program to assist with veteran housing.  The Department of 
Veterans Affairs has passed the 1,000 mark in the number of direct mortgages it has 
made to American Indian veterans of some 100 tribes. 
 
As of May of last year the number of loans stood at 1,010, with total financing of 
$120 million, according to a VA presentation. That is an average of $120,000 per 
loan.  The program mandates that veterans’ tribes sign a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) with the VA before veterans can receive financing. As of last 
May 97 MOUs had been signed with tribes. 
 
Tribes have continued to sign up for the program in 2017, with the Morongo tribe 
recently becoming the first in southern California to sign an MOU.  “Historically, 
securing a home loan has always been an extremely difficult process for Native 
Americans, and it’s exponentially harder if the property is located on reservation 
land,” said Morongo chairman Robert Martin. “This agreement will help ensure that 
our tribal veterans who have honorably served in the U.S. military will be able to 
purchase, construct, or improve a home for their families, and that the terms of that 
loan will be fair.” 
 
“The VA Native American Direct Loan is an excellent option when a mortgage 
lender is unwilling or unable to make a loan on trust land,” VA director of loan 
guaranty services Jeffrey London said at a ceremony to mark the agreement on the 
Morongo reservation, which is near San Diego.  The tribe noted that VA’s Native 
American Direct Loans are offered with no down payment, no private mortgage 
insurance and competitive interest rates, which are now four percent. 
 
The tribe has adopted foreclosure, eviction, priority of lien and other procedures 
called for in the NADL program. Native veterans are also eligible for the regular VA 
home loan program that is open to all veterans, but there are significant differences. 
The general VA loan is made by a private lender and guaranteed by the VA. In the 
NADL, VA itself lends directly to the veteran. This eliminates the private lenders, 
who have been reluctant to lend on reservation trust land. 
 
The NADL program is dwarfed by the other main mortgage lending program 

https://indiancountrymedianetwork.com/news/veterans/veterans-housing-mortgages-continue-rise-tribes/
https://www.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/
https://indiancountrymedianetwork.com/news/veterans/bad-river-white-mountain-veterans-housing-get-help-home-rehabs/
https://indiancountrymedianetwork.com/news/veterans/bad-river-white-mountain-veterans-housing-get-help-home-rehabs/
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specifically for Indians. The Department of Housing and Urban Development’s 
Section 184 guaranteed Indian mortgage has guaranteed nearly 40,000 mortgages 
for a total of $6.4 billion. However, the bulk of the HUD 184 money has gone to 
Indians living off reservation. Around 4,000 mortgages have been made on 
reservations.  The loan can be used to purchase, construct or improve a home on 
trust land. It can also be used to simultaneously purchase and improve a home and 
also to refinance an NADL mortgage. 
 
The veteran must use the home as his or her principal residence. Rentals and 
investment properties are not allowed. The funding fee, 1.25 percent for active duty 
members and two percent for Guard/Reserve members, can be financed along with 
the loan, and waived if the veteran is receiving service-related disability pay. 
Additional fees can include the VA appraisal, title review fees, state and/or local 
transfer taxes, recording fees, survey fee, and hazard insurance premium.  New 
Mexico tribes have been active users of the program, with 15 tribes with MOUs with 
the VA. Washington state has 10 tribes in the program. Besides the Morongo, just 
three other California tribes have signed MOUs.” 
 

VA Reimburses over $64 Million to IHS and Tribal 
Health Programs 

 
Tribal health clinics interested in entering a reimbursement agreement with VA for 

serving veterans should send an initial note of interest to: 
tribal.agreements@va.gov 

                         

 

https://indiancountrymedianetwork.com/news/veterans/va-and-hud-fulfilling-a-commitment-to-end-native-veteran-homelessness/
mailto:tribal.agreements@va.gov
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State of Illinois Recognizes Eagle Staff 
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Trickster Art Gallery Nominated for Midwest Emmy 
Award for Native Veterans Documentary 
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Free Viewing of Native American Veterans Films ~ 
Vision Maker Media 

 
The links to the full films listed below will be open for viewing from November 9-12 

on Vision Maker Media’s YouTube channel: http://bit.ly/VMMYouTube 

 
The Aleut Story - 87 minutes 
In the turbulence of war, in a place where survival was just short of miraculous, the 
Aleuts of Alaska would redefine themselves and America. From indentured 
servitude and isolated internment camps, to Congress and the White House, this is 
the incredible story of the Aleut's decades-long struggle for our nation's ideals. 
 
Choctaw Code Talkers - 57 minutes 
In 1918, not yet citizens of the United States, Choctaw members of the American 
Expeditionary Forces were asked to use their Native language as a powerful tool 
against the German Forces in World War I--setting a precedent for code talking as 
an effective military weapon and establishing them as America's original code 
talkers.  Viewer Discussion Guide 
 
Way of the Warrior - 57 minutes 
Exploring the warrior ethic among Native Americans, this documentary reveals 
how Native communities have traditionally viewed their warriors and why, during 
the 20th century, Native men and women have signed up for military service at a 
rate three times higher than non-Indians. Way of the Warrior also examines the 
visceral nature of war and the bravery of Native American veterans. 
 
Navajo Code Talkers - 27 minutes 
A documentary film using interviews and archival footage to show the vital role a 
small group of Navajo Marines played in the Pacific during World War II. Includes 
1940s archival footage of Navajo life as well as scenes of World War II. Featured are 
interviews with Navajo Chairman Peter MacDonald, artist and scholar Carl Gorman, 
and Taos artist R.C. Gorman. The film received a special Presidential commendation 
by Ronald Reagan. 
 
Support Native Stories: www.visionmakermedia.org/friends 
Follow Online: http://about.me/visionmakermedia 
Join Mailing List: www.visionmakermedia.org/newsletter_sign 
 
 

 

http://bit.ly/VMMYouTube
https://youtu.be/TGMPRND_KZ8
https://youtu.be/2DRAXxK9-2s
http://www.visionmakermedia.org/sites/default/files/ChoctawCodeTalkers_ViewerGuide.pdf
https://youtu.be/WXKD0gzluRc
https://youtu.be/Tmv02zfsFIs
http://www.visionmakermedia.org/friends
http://about.me/visionmakermedia
http://www.visionmakermedia.org/newsletter_sign
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Navajo Nation Code Talker David Patterson dies, 94 
 

Here’s an ABC article written by Max Walker and which ran on October 9, 2017. 

 
One of a remaining few heroes from World War II died Sunday in New Mexico.   The Navajo 
Nation announced Code Talker David Patterson, Sr. died of pneumonia and complications 
from a subdural hematoma. 
 

 
David Patterson Sr. 

 
Patterson served in the Marine Corps from 1943 to 1945 and was the recipient of the 
Congressional Silver Medal, which was given to those who qualified as code talkers but 
were not part of the original 29.  Patterson was part of the U.S. military's program during 
World War II to use the Navajo language in communications between units fighting the 
Japanese in the Pacific.  
 
“It’s a sad day on the Navajo Nation when we lose a national treasure like we did in losing 
Navajo Nation Code Talker David Patterson, Sr.,” Navajo Nation President Russell Begaye 
said in a statement announcing Patterson's death. “Beyond his service in protecting our 
freedom, he was a beloved husband, father and grandfather. 
 
Patterson died in Rio Rancho, New Mexico, northeast of Albuquerque. The Navajo Nation 
salutes the service of our great warrior, Code Talker David Patterson, Sr., for his courage in 
protecting our lands,” said Vice President Jonathan Nez. “Whenever the Nation loses an 
elder, we lose a perspective of history that provides insight into our own lives. Our elders 
hold great wisdom and traditional perspectives. We need to continue to embrace 
intergenerational teaching and connections.” 
 
Funeral services have not been determined, but will take place at Christ the King Catholic 
Church in Shiprock, New Mexico. Patterson will be buried on the military side of the 
Shiprock Cemetery. An online fundraising page has been set up by Patterson's son to help 
pay for funeral expenses. Those who wish to donate can do so here. 

http://amp.abc15.com/2369776017/navajo-nation-code-talker-david-patterson-dies-at-94.html
https://www.gofundme.com/davidepattersonsr-memorial
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Native American Veteran Exhibit  
 

The following pages are part of a 2010 exhibit on Native American Veterans which 
was displayed at various VA facilities, including Central Office in Washington D.C.  
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American Citizenship for Native American Veterans  
 

Here’s an article written by VA’s Darlene Richardson and which ran in VA’s Pulse 
blog on November 3, 2017. 

 

 

https://www.vapulse.net/groups/va-history/blog/2017/11/03/thomas-blackbird-native-american-veterans-eligible-for-citizenship-98-years-ago
https://www.vapulse.net/groups/va-history/blog/2017/11/03/thomas-blackbird-native-american-veterans-eligible-for-citizenship-98-years-ago
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OTGR Central Region 
(IA; MI; MN; MT; ND; NE; SD; WI; WY) 

 

Here’s an article from Debahjimon: Newspaper of the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
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OTGR Eastern Region 
(AL; CT; FL; LA; MA; ME; NC; NY; RI; SC) 

 
Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians Dedicates 

Veteran Cemetery 

 
Here’s an article which ran in The County on June 21, 2017.  

 
“HOULTON, Maine — On June 14, the Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians gathered to 
dedicate a veterans monument and veterans section of their tribal cemetery 
Metahksonikqewi Puskonihkukm, which translates to Meduxnekeag Overlook 
Tribal Cemetery.    
 
“The tribal cemetery officially opened with its first burial in the fall of 2016,” said 
Susan Young, resources/real estate director for the Houlton Band of Maliseet 
Indians. “The cemetery project began many years ago under the tenure of former 
Tribal Chief Brenda Commander. The dream of a tribal cemetery was an important 
goal for the community.” 
 
Without an existing tribal church to help guide the way, members of the original 
cemetery committee and others in the community worked many hours picking a 
suitable site, and developing ordinances that would guide the governance of the 
tribal cemetery into the future, Young stated. Located on the Skijin Road, a veterans 
section was always part of the cemetery plan, but it was a grant from the U.S. 
Veterans Administration’s National Cemetery Program that helped make the 
veterans monument a reality, Young said. 
 
“The beautiful granite monument, located in the northern section of the cemetery, 
honors tribal veterans of the five branches of the United States Armed Forces — Air 
Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marine Corps and Navy,” Young said. “Construction on 
the monument was completed just days before the dedication ceremony and the 
monument was kept covered until the morning of the dedication. Seeing the 
uncovered monument for the first time the morning of the dedication, added an 
extra level of excitement to the ceremony.” 
 
The ceremony began with the presentation of colors by the Maliseet Honor Guard 
consisting of Anthony Tomah (Air Force), Barbara Treadwell (Army), David Lindsay 
(Army/National Guard), Henry J. Bear and John Joseph, Jr. (Coast Guard), Jeffrey 
Boyce, Joseph Tompkins and Valentino Polchies (Marine Corps), and Patrick Kelley 

http://thecounty.me/2017/06/21/news/pt-fs-maliseet-cemetery-25-17/
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and David Slagger (Navy). 
 
Elder Imelda Perley offered an opening prayer and song, while accompanied by 
tribal member Amy Joseph on drum. Elder Dolores Crofton-MacDonald blessed the 
monument and all in attendance.  Tribal Chief Clarissa Sabattis spoke of the 
importance of the cemetery to the tribal community and of the monument to all the 
veterans, who served and continue to serve, and their families. 
 
Honor guard members John Joseph Jr., Henry Bear and David Slagger stepped 
forward to raise the United States, Maliseet and POW/MIA flags on the flagpoles 
that guard the monument. They were then joined by the remaining members of the 
honor guard to place cedar wreaths made by elders and cemetery commission 
members, Rose Tomah, Brenda Commander and Dolores Crofton-MacDonald. 
 
Following the placement of the wreaths, Chief Sabattis read aloud the Maliseet 
Honor Roll honoring tribal veterans from both the U.S. and Canada. Veterans and 
family members of deceased veterans were presented with hand-made leather 
pouches containing the four sacred medicines as a thank you from the community. 
George Eisenbach, director of the National Cemetery Administration and Veterans 
Cemetery Grants program, spoke about the importance of tribal veterans’ 
cemeteries throughout the country.  
 
Eisenbach told the audience that the dedication of the Maliseet cemetery brings the 
total number of tribal veterans cemeteries to 10.  He also announced that the 
Maliseet tribal veterans cemetery is the first one located east of the Mississippi 
River.  The tribal cemetery and veterans monument was designed by Coplon 
Associates of Bar Harbor. Atlantic Landscape Construction of Ellsworth did the 
groundwork and monument installation. Brown Development of Houlton 
completed the roadwork for the cemetery. 
 
The cemetery commission is made up of Houlton Band of Maliseet Elders Bill 
Tomah, chairman; Dolores Crofton-MacDonald, Brenda Commander, Margaret 
Sabattis, Doug Sabattis and Rose Tomah.   Susannah Wright, the social services 
director for the Houlton tribe serves as the cemetery superintendent and Heidi 
Kelley, the band’s enrollment clerk, maintains the cemetery records. Young served 
as project manager and liaison for tribe to the Veterans Administration.” 
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Left to right: Unknown USDA Rep; George Eisenbach, Director Veteran Cemetery Grants Program (VCGP);  

Debra Commander, former Chief Houlton Band of Maliseet (HBM); Sue Young, Natural Resources 
Director/Grants Coordinator HBM; Tom Paquelet, Project Manager/Landscape Architect VCGP; Clarissa 

Sabattis, Chief Houlton Band of Maliseet 

 
The cemetery was dedicated on June 14, 2017 and was well attended with over 100 

people.  A 1-acre section allowing for at least 36 standard burial grave sites for 
Veterans was reserved within the existing Maliseet Tribal cemetery – which opened 

the year before.  There is also a flag assembly area and granite wall with entry 
signage.  It is the first tribal Veteran cemetery east of Mississippi through this grant, 

which was in the amount of $250,000.    
 

For those tribes that are interested in pursuing their own Tribal Veteran cemetery, 
please contact George Eisenbach, Director, NCA Veterans Cemetery Grant Program 

at george.eisenbach@va.gov  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:george.eisenbach@va.gov
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OTGR Southern Plains Region 
(KS; OK; TX ) 
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OTGR Southwest Region 
(AZ; CO; NM; UT) 
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OTGR Western Region 
(AK; CA; ID; NV; OR; WA) 
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