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By Eugene “Geno” Talas, Director, Hopi Veterans Services
 
On May 16, 2015, City of Flagstaff and the Armed Forces Parade Committee selected Hopi Veterans to lead the annual parade in the down-town location. For those old enough to remember the Pow Wow parades years ago, the floats and color guard groups went around those same down-town streets. Despite a slight breeze and cool weather, the parade proceeded with much fanfare and joy. Hundreds people witness the parade and cheered on the numerous floats, marching groups and color guards as they passed in review. There was even a small scale replica of the submarine U.S.S. Phoenix, other military vehicles and large fire trucks in the parade. The public out-pouring of support and encouragement for all Veterans and Military members still serving brought smiles to the parade groups. 

The Hopi contingent had a great turn-out and leading the parade were members of the Lori Piestewa Post #80 Color Guard, Princess Brenda Dacawyma, Post #80, and Miss Hopi, Lexie James. Behind them a Native American Code Talkers float designed by Vaughn Sieweumptewa which displayed the Congressional Gold Medals of over 30 Tribes. Next was the Office of the Vice Chairman staff and behind them was the award winning Hopi High JROTC cadets, led by Major Cox and Sergeant DeLeon. Last, but always supporting Hopi Veterans, was the VA Mobile Outreach vehicle driven by Clark Tenakhongva. Joining the group were children and grand-children of Hopi Veterans who certainly enjoyed the parade too. Congratulations to Hopi High JROTC for winning first place in the marching category.
 
Thanks to Mr. John Davison, Community Liaison, for extending this special honor to the Hopi Veterans and Hopi Tribe to lead this year’s parade. Sincere appreciation to Miss Hopi, Lexie James; Lori Piestewa Post #80 Princess, Brenda Dacawyma; Post #80 Color Guard; Vaughn Sieweumptewa for the Native American Code Talker; Clark Tenakhongva, VA Outreach Office for bringing the VA Mobile Van; Vice Chairman Alfred Lomahquahu and his staff for providing their vehicle as an entry; the Hopi High School JROTC cadets; and the rest of the young kids who either rode in the floats and carried the banner. Kwa Kway, Gunda and Thank you to everyone. See you next year for the 2016 Parade!
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