[bookmark: _GoBack]Press Release

May 18, 2016

Submitted by K. Galen Greenwalt, Director Veterans Affairs Dept., Seminole Nation of Oklahoma
Office (405) 234-5242     *     Cell (951) 533-1407



Rolling Thunder and Welcome Home Rally

On Friday and Saturday, May 13-14, 2016, the Veterans Affairs Department of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma hosted two very special events.  The first day was the Rolling Thunder “Flame of Freedom” ceremony.  The second day was the “Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans,” preceded by the Missing Man Ceremony.  The first riders to arrive were members of Rolling Thunder chapters from Mississippi, Tennessee, Kentucky and various parts of Oklahoma, arriving on Thursday, May 12, to be on hand for the weekend ceremonies.
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On both Friday and Saturday afternoons, several organizations set up tables and booths to assist veterans and their families.  Among those who came were the US Department of Veterans Affairs Mobile Vet Center, the Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs, the Upward Bound Education Program of East Central University, the Office of Special Trustee for American Indians, the VA Native American Nurse Navigator Office, and the Job Placement and Training Office of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma.  Free lunch and dinner was provided both days for all who came.
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Fiday’s event was the “Flame of Freedom” Ceremony led by the Rolling Thunder members who were present.  The flaming torch represented the light that continues to bring hope for POWs and MIAs, that one day they will come home.  As the torch was passed among those who gathered for this ceremony, names were spoken aloud to remember those who served and have passed on.  As a part of the program, a POW/MIA flag was presented to the Seminole Nation Honor Guard.
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On Saturday evening, the Missing Man Ceremony was presented by the Rolling Thunder Oklahoma Chapter of riders.  The Empty Chair and Table had chairs that represented all five branches of the military, with names read of Oklahoma servicemen still missing.  The Dog Tag Ceremony was a visible symbol using military dog tags on a POW bamboo cage for those POWs who have not come home.
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The “Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans” ceremony was the main focus of the Saturday evening program, as the Seminole Nation has partnered with the 50th Anniversary Vietnam Was Commemoration national organization to highlight those veterans who served at that time.  Because many Vietnam veterans did not receive recognition and respect for their duty and courage, many events are being held this year to give a time of celebration and honor to those who served in the Vietnam era.  On hand for the Welcome Home rally was Leonard Harjo, Principal Chief of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma.  The guest speaker for the occasion was Maj.Gen. Myles Deering, Executive Director and Secretary of the Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs.  At the close of the Welcome Home, all veterans present were recognized.  Then, as a special tribute, each Vietnam Era veteran walked down through the audience as applause was given.  These veterans were given a special gift bag of pins, tokens and memorabilia in recognition of their service.  The event was coordinated and presented by the Veterans Affairs Department of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, Galen Greenwalt, Director of Veterans Services.
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