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A vision more than a decade in the works has been realized in Crow Agency.

A ceremony Tuesday officially opened the Apsáalooke Warrior Apartment Complex, and more homeless Crow veterans now have a place to call home.

"A historic day for the crow nation," said Darrin Old Coyote, Crow Tribe Chairman.

The Apsáalooke Complex will host fifteen homeless veterans.

"Today we're giving back to those veterans, honoring them and thanking them for their service," Old Coyote added.

Old Coyote says the late Crow Chairman Carl Venne had the vision to construct a building for homeless Crow veterans in 2004.

"He used himself as an example," Old Coyote said. "(Venne) said when he returned from Vietnam, he had to hitchhike back from Billings, and with that he never wanted his veterans to go without."

Paul Littlelight, Crow Tribe Veterans Affairs Director, says tax credits from the state of Montana entirely funded the building. He says 430 Crow tribal members are veterans, and ten percent are homeless.

"Now they'll have a home, rather than place to stay or a couch to sleep on," he said.

Littlelight says veterans can stay as long as long as they'd like. Montana Attorney General Tim Fox and Hardin native Tim Fox spoke at the ceremony. He says the infrastructure in the area is now in place, and he says he hopes this is just the beginning.

"There is much more land here," he said. "Fill it. Provide for your veterans. Provide for your families, provide for your people."

"We hope to do more things, create more veteran family housing in the future," Littlelight added.

Five veterans are living in the complex as of Tuesday, and they hope to have the building full very shortly. Littlelight says the cost to a veteran is 30-percent of his/her monthly income, but if they cannot afford the payments, the Crow VA will work with veterans.


