Executive Summary: Revised Methodology for the Geographic Distribution of VA Expenditures
(GDX) Report

The Geographic Distribution of VA Expenditures (GDX) Report, published annually by the Office of
Data Governance and Analytics (DGA), provides a detailed geographic breakdown of VA spending
across states, counties, and congressional districts. The FY2024 GDX introduces a revised
methodology that improves geographic precision and transparency in how VA resources support
Veterans and their families.

Key Enhancements in FY2024 GDX:

Veteran-Level Data Integration: Expenditures are now linked to individual Veterans’ residential
addresses, replacing prior methods that relied on accounting codes tied to VA facilities. This
shift enables more accurate geographic mapping of where benefits are received.

Direct Program Expenditure Sourcing: Rather than using general financial codes, the report
now draws directly from program-level data provided by VA Administrations:

e VBA: Compensation & Pension, Education, Loan Guaranty, Insurance, and Survivors’
benefits

¢ VHA: Medical care expenditures

e NCA: Memorial benefits

e CFM: Construction costs, based on place of performance

Clear Distinction Between Direct and Indirect Spending: The GDX now explicitly separates
direct payments to Veterans (e.g., Disability Compensation, Pensions) from institutional and
infrastructure-related expenditures (e.g., medical care, construction, overhead), offering a
clearer view of how funds directly impact Veterans.

Clarifying Differences Between GDX and VBA Annual Benefits Report (ABR):

While both reports cover VA benefits, their figures may differ due to methodological differences:

ABR uses an annualized estimate based on “award” amounts in effect at the end of September,
assuming 12 months of consistent payments. This can overstate or understate actual
disbursements due to changes in beneficiary status throughout the year.

GDX reflects actual payments made during the fiscal year, offering a more accurate picture of
disbursed funds. However, it excludes certain components (e.g., attorney fees, apportioned
payments, offsets like military retirement pay) that may be included in ABR totals.

These updates enhance the GDX'’s value as a tool for policymakers, researchers, and stakeholders
seeking to understand the geographic impact of VA expenditures.



