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ISSUE:


Metal Studs.





background:


The ProCATS data shows the sizes of metal studs specified on several projects were inadequate and had to be changed during construction. For instance, on one project the metal studs supporting the exterior face brick and windows were not sized properly to withstand the design wind loads. On another project metal studs were changed to a heavier gauge in areas of walls supporting T.V. stands etc. It appears that on some of these projects there was lack of coordination between the architect and the structural engineer.





recommendations/CONCLUSION:


1. To avoid this problem in the future, it's important to remind the A/E to have the project structural engineer check the sizes of studs and show proper sizes on architectural sections and details.


2. VA's master construction specifications for studs has cautionary notes for the A/Es to use the right spec section for light and heavy gauge studs. However, the architectural design manual will be reviewed by the architectural professional group to see if additional instructions are required for the A/Es to avoid these problems in the future.
































for additional information:


Contact � FORMTEXT ��Satish Sehgal� at 202.565.� FORMTEXT ��5032� in the Standards Service (187C).














