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�CHAPTER 226.   VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION  -  

ELECTROENCEPHALOGRAPHY LABORATORY





1.  APPROVAL OF CRITERIA



	Criteria approved by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) on August 14, 1972.





2.  DEFINITION



	a. Electroencephalography (EEG) is a method of graphically recording the activities of the brain manifested by electrical potentials along the cerebral cortex, which are measurable at the surface of the scalp by means of electrodes applied to the scalp.  These recording are used in the diagnosis of epilepsy, trauma, tumor and other brain diseases.



	b. This chapter applies specifically to equipment and facilities in a fixed location visited by patients.  It does not include facilities of a portable nature for transporting to the patient or as used in neurological surgery.





3.  PROGRAM DATA REQUIRED



	a. Staffing projections by categories.



	b. Numbers of beds by service category (medical, surgical, neurological, etc.).



	c. Projected number of annual outpatient visits excluding psychiatric (Day Treatment, Mental Health, Day Hospital)





4.  SPACE DETERMINATIONS



	a. Examination (Patient) Rooms



	 (1) Number of procedures per room per day.



	       Number of medical beds X 0.0084



	       Plus



	       Number of surgical beds X 0.0084



	       Plus



	       Number or neurological beds X 0.0904



	       Plus



	          Total daily outpatient visits X 0.0031



	 (2) Number of Examination Rooms



	       Total of above X 0.167



	 (3) Area Required 	11.2 NSM (120 NSF) 

After the electrodes have been applied, the patient is moved into this room and placed in a comfortable position conducive to relaxation and if necessary, sleep.



	b. E.E.G.  Instrument and Workroom



	 (1) For E.E.G. laboratory containing one examination room 	16.7 NSM (180 NSF)

	 (2) For E.E.G. Laboratory containing two or more examination rooms 	19.1 NSM (205 NSF)

The function of this area is the operation of the electroencephalography, watching the record and patient for artifacts that may be eliminated by adjustments.



	c. Record Storage



	 (1) For E.E.G. laboratory containing one examination room 	  9.3 NSM (100 NSF)

	 (2) For E.E.G. laboratory containing two or more examination rooms 	  13.9 NSM (150 NSF)

E.E.G. records are stored here are available for important comparisons with tracings made serially, days, weeks or months apart.



	d. Physician's Reading Room



	(1) For E.E.G. laboratory with one examination room 	18.6 NSM (200 NSF)

	(2) For E.E.G. laboratory with two examination rooms 	23.2 NSM (250 NSF)

This room is utilized for many functions including:  reading and interpreting E.E.G. tapes, dictation or reports, teaching sessions for residents, interns and staff member of other services, and echoencephalography and electromyography studies are conducted and evaluated.



	e. Waiting Alcove 	  5.6 NSM (  60 NSF)

  plus

  2.8 NSM (  30 NSF)

  per Exam Room over 1

This alcove provides waiting space within the suite and not in the corridors.





5.  DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS



	a. Figure 226.F1 provides the intrarelationship of the functions within the E.E.G. Suite.



	b. Figure 226.F2 provides a matrix to show the interfunctional relationships between the E.E.G. laboratory and other services where considerable traffic can be expected.



	c. The suite should be located contiguous to or within a neurology nursing unit.



	d. The suite should not be located near elevators, transformers, motors and/or wiring carrying large amounts of current.



	e. Electronic grounding is to be provided in the examination rooms and workrooms, to prevent interference with the accuracy of the procedure.



	f. Examination rooms should be soundproof to avoid distracting stimuli which would alter the reading.



	g. Doors should be wide enough to allow for passage of a hospital bed.



	h. It is advised that the electroencephalograph instrument be placed in the room adjacent to the examination room or rooms, not in the room with the patient.  One-way glass should be provided between the examination room and the instrument room with the bed placement parallel to the window.



	i. The technician must have immediate access to the examination room in order to reapply loose electrodes or to care for the patient during an emergency.



	j. Air conditioning is required for the examination room, since excessive perspiration produces artifacts in the records.



	k. Humidification may be required during winter months in order to prevent static charges.
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Figure 226.F1  -  EEG LABORATORY

�INTERFUNCTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS MATRIX



(Relationship of EEG Laboratory to Services Listed Below)





Service	Relationship

NEUROLOGY SERVICE ADMIN.	2

PATIENT CARE UNITS - NEUROLOGY	2

PATIENT CARE UNITS - SURGICAL	2



AMBULATORY CARE	3

PATIENT CARE  UNITS - MICU	3

PATIENT CARE  UNITS - SICU	3

SURGICAL SVC. - OPERATING SUITE	3



CLINICAL CARDIAC LABORATORY	4

INHALATION THERAPY UNIT	4

LABORATORY	4

PATIENT CARE UNITS - SUBSTANCE ABUSE	4

PATIENT CARE UNITS - CCU	4

PATIENT CARE  UNIT - MEDICAL	4

PATIENT CARE UNIT - RESPIRATORY	4

PATIENT CARE UNITS - SCI	4

PULMONARY FUNCTION LAB.	4

AMM SVC. - S.P.D. CENTRAL	4

VOLUNTARY SERVICES	4



AUDIOLOGY & SPEECH PATHOLOGY	X

LABORATORY - E.M. SUITE	X





Legend:

1  ADJACENT

2  CLOSE/SAME FLOOR

3  CLOSE/DIFFERENT FLOOR ACCEPTABLE

4  LIMITED TRAFFIC

6  SEPARATION DESIRABLE

































Figure 226.F2  -  Interfunctional Relationship Matrix  -  Electroencephalography Laboratory
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