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1910.504(a) 

1910.504 - Mini Respiratory Protection Program. I Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

1910 
Occupational Safety and Health Standards 
1910 Subpart U 
COVID-19 Emergency Temporary Standard 
1910.504 
Mini Respiratory Protection Program. 
e-CFR

Scope and application. This section applies only to respirator use in accordance with § 1910.502(f)(4 ). 

1910.504(b) 
Definitions. The following definitions apply to this section: 

COVID-19 (Coronavirus Disease 2019) means the respiratory disease caused by SARS-CoV-2 (severe acute 
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2). For clarity and ease of reference, this section refers to "COVID-19" when 
describing exposures or potential exposures to SARS-CoV-2. 

Elastomeric respirator means a tightfitting respirator with a facepiece that is made of synthetic or rubber material 
that permits it to be disinfected, cleaned, and reused according to manufacturer's instructions. It is equipped with a 
replaceable cartridge(s), canister(s), or filter(s). 

Filtering facepiece respirator means a negative-pressure particulate respirator with a non-replaceable filter as an 
integral part of the facepiece or with the entire facepiece composed of the nonreplaceable filtering medium. 

Hand hygiene means the cleaning and/or disinfecting of one's hands by using standard handwashing methods 
with soap and running water or an alcohol-based hand rub that is at least 60% alcohol. 

Respirator means a type of personal protective equipment (PPE) that is certified by the National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) under 42 CFR part 84 or is authorized under an Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA) by the US Food and Drug Administration. Respirators protect against airborne hazards by 
removing specific air contaminants from the ambient (surrounding) air or by supplying breathable air from a safe 
source. Common types of respirators include filtering facepiece respirators, elastomeric respirators, and PAPRs. 
Face coverings, facemasks, and face shields are not respirators. 

Powered air-purifying respirator (PAPR) means an air-purifying respirator that uses a blower to force the ambient 
air through air-purifying elements to the inlet covering. 

Tight-fitting respirator means a respirator in which the air pressure inside the facepiece is negative during 
inhalation with respect to the ambient air pressure outside the respirator (e.g., filtering facepiece). 

User seal check means an action conducted by the respirator user to determine if the respirator is properly seated 
to the face. 

1910.504(c) 
Respirators provided by employees. Where employees provide and use their own respirators, the employer must 
provide each employee with the following notice: Respirators can be an effective method of protection against 
COVID-19 hazards when properly selected and worn. Respirator use is encouraged to provide an additional level 
of comfort and protection for workers even in circumstances that do not require a respirator to be used. However, if 
a respirator is used improperly or not kept clean, the respirator itself can become a hazard to the worker. If your 
employer allows you to provide and use your own respirator, you need to take certain precautions to be sure that 
the respirator itself does not present a hazard. You should do the following: 

1910.504(c)(1) 
Read and follow all instructions provided by the manufacturer on use, maintenance, cleaning and care, and 
warnings regarding the respirator's limitations. 
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